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1. INTRODUCTION
Pitkin County Open Space and Trails (OST) and the Town of Basalt (Basalt) partnered to
purchase the Grace-Shehi Meadows parcel to prevent further development outside the
urban growth boundary of Basalt and conserve over 25 acres adjacent to public land and
existing conservations easements. The purchase included over 6 acres of agricultural land
that could be used for Community Supported Agriculture while expanding the recreational
trail system in the mid valley.
The upper slopes of the property connect to Basalt High School and public land managed by
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The current access road/trail to Light Hill traverses
through the Grace-Shehi Meadows property. Staff and the community will work with the
BLM to define recreational trails and Light Hill access, while protecting critical winter range
for mule deer and elk.
Basalt and OST share a long and successful relationship preserving lands in this area and
will share responsibilities for management of Grace-Shehi Meadows. This plan represents
current conditions and future improvements. Staff from both jurisdictions will work
collaboratively with the community, adjacent land owners, Bureau of Land Management, and
Colorado Parks and Wildlife to implement the action items in this plan.
Like all plans created by OST and Basalt, adaptive management will be employed and the
plan is always open for amendment through the Basalt Town Council and OST Board of
Trustees.

2. PLANNING PROCESS
OST and Basalt held a number of public meetings during 2011 and 2012 to gather
community input. Meetings with the BLM and Colorado Parks and Wildlife were held to get
feedback on the contents of the plan. The plan was also review by the Basalt Parks and
Open Space & Trails Committee and the Basalt Town Council. Both Pitkin County and
Basalt ultimately adopted this plan.

3. PLANNING AREA

4. MANAGEMENT PLAN GOALS
Agriculture
Work with the Mid Valley Community Garden Collective (MVCGC) to develop a
community garden.
Determine future agriculture use on the remaining arable land. The community has
endorsed the idea that OST and Basalt explore operating the remaining agricultural
land on the lower bench to support the local food movement.
Recreation
Define recreation access to the east side of Light Hill in coordination with the BLM.
Provide a Nordic skiing loop that connects to the Basalt High School and Rio Grande
Trail in the wintertime.
Establish a non-motorized BMX bike park on the middle bench.
Wildlife and Land Management
Collaborate with Colorado Parks and Wildlife and BLM to manage habitat on GraceShehi Meadows.
Restore un-utilized portions of the middle bench back to native vegetation.

5. Agriculture
The Grace-Shehi Meadows Use Map defines locations for all agricultural uses on the
property.
Community Garden
One of the main drivers for the
purchase of the Grace-Shehi
Meadows property was the
potential of creating a community
garden.
As soon as it was
announced that the property was
purchased the MVCGC was ready
to start planting. The MVCGC has
been closely involved in the
planning process for creating a
management plan for GraceShehi Meadows. The location of
the garden in the northeast portion
of the property offers ample solar
exposure and easy public access. It is also located adjacent to the Town of Basalt waterline
for irrigation.
The mapped area for the garden is approximately 1 acre. From experience running the
Homestead Garden in the Town of Basalt, the MVCGC feels there is enough demand to

warrant a ½ acre community garden and could eventually expand to a full acre. MVCGC will
administer the garden under a similar agreement currently held with the Town of Basalt for
the Homestead Garden. This agreement will outline the allowable uses in the garden and
how it will be plotted for individual use. Future expansion beyond an acre will be determined
by demand and other agriculture uses. The Town of Basalt will provide irrigation water for
the garden from the Town’s water supply.
Parking for the garden will be at the trailhead along the Rio Grande Trail. We will work with
the MVCGC to encourage members to use alternative means of transportation to get to and
from the garden. Handicap accessible parking and access to the community garden will be
accommodated immediately adjacent to the garden. Garden plots near the entrance of the
garden will be designed according to American’s with Disabilities (ADA) guidelines. A small
composting area and tool shed will be allowed on site while minimal short term parking
adjacent to the garden will allow for the drop off material and supplies.
Other Agricultural Uses
Approximately 6 acre pasture was historically used as pasture and hay production.
According to neighbor Billy Grange the pasture is very fertile and can produce a very good
hay crop, even without irrigation. There is potential for many different types of agriculture on
Grace-Shehi Meadows. Some of agricultural uses proposed on the remaining pasture area
include growing food to support mid-valley “garden to table” initiatives (supporting local crop
production for the benefit of nearby communities).
Agriculture uses could entail
greenhouses, row crops, hay production, or livestock grazing. OST and Basalt will work
within the Pitkin County Land Use Code when developing future agricultural plans for the
property. Agriculture use on this property will be a priority.
Until another use is proposed and approved by Basalt and the OST Board of Trustees,
Grange Family Ranches will be allowed to manage the pasture under their current lease
with OST for the Emma Open Space.

6. RECREATION
The Grace-Shehi Meadows Use Map defines the location for all the recreational uses on the
property. Only leashed dogs are currently allowed on the Rio Grande Trail. This policy will
be adopted for any trail that may connect Grace-Shehi Meadows with adjacent BLM lands.
Dogs are not allowed on the Nordic Trails, in Bike Park, agricultural area and community
garden.
Nordic
Both Basalt and OST have allowed Nordic trails to be groomed during the winter months.
The alignment will be set annually to utilize as much of the pasture and lower bench as
possible without disturbing agriculture use. The combination of trails on Grace-Shehi
Meadows and the Basalt High School allow approximately a mile of trail to expand from the
Rio Grande Trail. The location of Grace-Shehi Meadows is ideal for Nordic since it is
typically protected from wind and long periods of solar exposure. Light Hill Parking is located
at the Trailhead for the Rio Grande Trail or in the visitor lots at the Basalt High School.

BLM Access
Currently, there is access to Light Hill administered by the BLM on an unrecognized ranch
road. The BLM is in the process of updating their Resource Management Plans for Light Hill
and staff will work with the BLM and Colorado Parks and Wildlife to determine how a nonmotorized and sustainable route can be established to access the top of Light Hill. The
current old roads past the new Basalt water tank are extremely steep and eroded in large
sections. Developing a sustainable non-motorized trail with appropriate grade and seasonal
closures to protect critical winter wildlife habitat will be a goal of the planning process for
OST and Basalt.
Parking/Trailheads
There is an existing trailhead for the Rio Grande Trail adjacent to the property, which will be
the main trailhead for Grace-Shehi Meadows. Limited parking is also available in the visitor
parking spots at the Basalt High School for Nordic use and access to Light Hill. A kiosk will
be developed to educate visitors about the Rio Grande Trail, community garden and access
to the BLM. During the Rio Grande Trail Management Planning process in 2012 it will be
determined if restroom facilities are needed at this location.
Restoration/Recreation Area
Historically, the middle bench on Grace-Shehi Meadows was a used as a private landfill and
staging area for construction vehicles. This area is heavily disturbed and was recently used
to stage construction vehicles and deposit material for the new Basalt water tank. Once the
tank was completed, the entire area was graded and reseeded. During the management
planning process there were discussions about the types of uses could be sustained in this
area. Moving the existing BMX park/pump track (currently located in an ecologically
sensitive area) to Grace-Shehi Meadows is strongly supported by bike enthusiasts in the
community. Basalt with OST support will work with the community to develop and
implement a plan to construct a non-motorized Bike Park on the middle bench. If other uses
are contemplated for the middle bench, a public process will be conducted to appropriately
amend this plan.
All areas not used for recreation will be restored to native vegetation.

7. WILDLIFE AND LAND MANAGEMENT
Staff has consulted with Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the BLM on the wildlife use of the
property and adjacent lands. While Grace-Shehi Meadows contains limited wildlife habitat, it
is adjacent and provides access to thousands of acres of critical winter habitat for mule deer
and elk. Staff will work with the BLM and Colorado Parks and Wildlife to manage that
access in accordance to the new Resource Management Plan being developed by the BLM.

8. NAMING
When the property was purchased the name for the property was commonly known as
Sopris Chase because the property was embroiled in a land use debate about developing
affordable housing to replace housing at the Roaring Fork Mobile Home Park. The Town of
Basalt originally proposed Grace Park, which is derived from the Grace family who settled
on the south side of the Roaring Fork in the 19th Century. During the public process for
adopting this management plan, it was suggested that the name be expanded to become
Grace-Shehi Meadows to reflect the name of the Shehi family who were also early settlers in
the Basalt area and reference the ditch that passes through the area. Removing “park” from
the name is partially an effort to minimize confusion that the land is a park in the traditional
sense (i.e. picnic areas, playground, etc.) Individual uses within the property (i.e.
Community Garden or BMX track) could acquire more specified names.

9. MANAGEMENT ACTIONS








Work with the MVCGC to develop a ½-1 acre community garden.
Continue to groom Nordic skiing trails to connect to the Basalt High School and the
Rio Grande Trail.
Collaborate with the BLM and Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife on sustainable
non-motorized access to Light Hill.
Continue the community dialogue on the future agriculture use of the remaining 5.5
acres of pasture.
Continue hay production on the remaining pasture until future agriculture uses are
determined.
Establish a non-motorized bike park/track on the middle bench in collaboration with
local bike enthusiasts and other interested parties.
Once the Rio Grande Trail Management Plan is complete, work to create signage at
the Trailhead to provide information regarding the community garden, agriculture use,
and BLM access.

