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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The upper Crystal River Valley has some of the 
most spectacular scenery in Pitkin County.  The 
community of Redstone is located in the heart of the 
valley where the red cliffs rise steeply off the valley 
floor and Coal Creek meets the Crystal River.  It is 
here that coal was king in the early 20th century.  
With that valuable resource, human history has 
defined the architecture of Redstone, but amazingly 
left some parcels free from development.  Several of 
these parcels were purchased by Pitkin County and 
transformed into parks and open space. 
 
Redstone Park, Elk Park, with the adjoining Coke 
Ovens Historic parcel defines the south entrance to Redstone and Redstone Boulders Open 
Space at the north entrance providing residents and visitors with a great recreational 
resource.  There is approximately one mile of river front connecting these properties that 
provides both a physical and visual connection to the river.  Restoring and stabilizing key 
sections of the river bank, enhancing the physical and visual connection and improving 
wildlife and fish habitat are goals of this plan. 

Redstone Park

 
Redstone Park is centrally located and heavily used. The addition of a parcel on the north 
end, from the Meredith Family will allow Redstone Park to expand.  Elk Park defines the 
entry to Redstone and has tremendous potential as it provides significant open space to the 
town but is currently underutilized.  The Redstone Boulders Open Space is becoming 
increasingly popular due to the great trail connections and rock climbing opportunities and 
has great potential for riparian improvements. 
 
The Redstone Parks and Open Space management plan is conceptual in nature.  The ideas 
illustrated in the conceptual plans for each property not final, but will provide a basis for 
developing the final plans and to enable Pitkin County Open Space and Trails (OST) to seek 
partners and grant funding.  The planning effort was community driven and facilitated by 
OST with the assistance of a planning and landscape architecture firm Bluegreen.  As with 
all management plans created by OST, they are adaptive and can be updated with current 
information through a public process.  
 
The Conceptual Plans are for future amenities that will need to go through further analysis 
and permitting to ensure the final plans comply with the Pitkin County Land Use Code along 
with any other State or Federal laws and regulations.  
 
The Conceptual Plans for each property along with the Analysis Maps used to create the 
management plan are included in Appendix A.  
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2. PLANNING PROCESS 
 
Bringing together residents of the Crystal Valley to create a 
vision for the future of these properties has been an 
amazing experience in open space and park planning and 
is a model for Pitkin County Open Space planning in the 
future.  The process lasted over one year and consisted of 
twelve monthly meetings, with some lasting three hours.  A 
planning committee was formed of citizens that had a 
passion for the parks and open space in Redstone and 
volunteered many hours to a process that formed the 
foundation of this plan.  Consensus was reached on almost 
all of the major concepts.  The conceptual plans and ideas 
in this plan came directly from the residents on this 
committee and the success of this process is based on 
transparency and consistent community outreach. OST is 

grateful for the time these citizens volunteered.  OST is also thankful for the time Pitkin 
County Community Development and Public Works dedicated to the planning effort. 

Planning Committee Meeting 

 
The Planning Committee members are: 

 Bob McCormick 
 Chuck Downey 
 Greg Meredith 
 Jayson Jaynes 
 Jeff Bier 
 Jennifer Stanaszek 
 John Emerick 
 Lisa Wagner 
 Melissa McBurney 
 Nancy Chromy 
 Ron Sorter 
 Sharon Clarke 

 
Planning and Design Consultant:  Bluegreen 
 
Next Steps 
 
The following process map illustrates the next steps for implementation of the Redstone 
Parks and Open Space Management Plan: 
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3. HISTORY 
 

OST thanks Ron Sorter for the following history of the properties.  It is in the perspective of 
the Crystal River Railroad as it enters Redstone from the north. 

 
Redstone Boulders: In 1905 the Crystal River Railroad 
left Carbondale at 10 AM and pulled into the Redstone 
Depot at 11:31 AM. As it approached Redstone it 
passed through the Redstone Boulders parcel on a 
raised rail bed between Redstone Boulevard (then called
the River Road) and the Crystal River. Passengers m
have seen men quarrying maroon building stone he
partially quarried specimen still remains hidden under 

the trees near the tra

 
ight 

re; a 

il. 

Crystal Railroad  

 
The maroon cliffs here are the outwash, 300 million years old, from the ancient range 
Uncompahgria. Those climbing the boulders here are in fact also climbing part of the 
Ancestral Rockies. 
  
Pitkin County Open Space and Trails purchased the property in 2009. 
 
Elk Park: At the south end of the Boulders, behind the first house next to the river, a switch 
allowed the Redstone spur and the mainline to slowly diverge. The mainline crossed the 
river for the first time on a bridge near the Crystal Club. As the cars approached the coke 
ovens, passengers could look west and see where Coal Creek had been diverted into a new 
northern estuary. The existing highway lies on the old rail bed and when CDOT installed the 
Coal Creek Bridge, it reengineered the stream to its original bed. 
 
East of the train, passengers would alight at the Depot and also see the Doctor’s office, the 
Washhouse and the Carpenter’s Shop. Later, when the property was sold, these buildings 
were razed and the site was used for both residential and commercial purposes. When it 
came under development threat in the mid-nineties it was purchased by Pitkin County, 
renamed Elk Park, and the High Line passenger bridge was built connecting Elk Park to 
Redstone Park. 
 
Redstone Park: This train, later assembled to return to Carbondale, could go north past the 
switch, then back onto the Redstone spur. The spur ran behind the houses next to the river, 
eventually onto Redstone Park where the track curved to proceed in front of the remaining 
buildings to the end of the line at the company store. There were never any houses built on 
this site. 
 
In the seventies, a threat of development prompted the county to buy this parcel and in 1974 
a patron donated funds for a two-week public works project to build Redstone Park. In the 
early eighties, Coal Basin’s original Lamphouse was brought to the park to serve as the 
Museum and the bathrooms were built then, as well.  The Meredith parcel was added in 
2009. 
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This park, with its grass, trees and open space next to the river has been a favorite 
gathering place for residents and visitors for longer than anyone can remember. 
 

4. VISION 
 

The Redstone Parks and Open Space Plan has created short and long term priorities for the 
management and enhancement of Redstone and Elk Park and the Redstone Boulders Open 
Space.  While working with the Planning Committee and other residents of the Crystal Valley 
on the completion of this plan some major themes emerged.  These themes formed the 
vision for the plan and were incorporated at each property. 
 
Maintain the Culture, History, and Character of Redstone 
 
All participants in the creation of this management plan wanted to improve the parks, but a 
common theme emerged that prevailed in the creation of the plans that all improvements will 
enhance the entire community and not change the character and culture of Redstone that 
everyone is so passionate about. 
 
Accessibility  

 
Providing parks and open space that welcomes visitors and residents was critical for the 
future enhancements.  Increasing use of and access to Elk Park is a priority for the 
community.  Providing safe access is also important and lead to the concepts in the Elk Park 
plan to look at improving the entrance to the park, coke ovens, and the entrance to 
Redstone Boulevard.  
 
Ecology 

 
Sustainable design, enhancing riparian and wildlife habitat, and improving river function to 
control flooding and enhance water quality were major themes that guided the design of the 
plans for each property. 
 
Economy 

 
The scenic beauty of the Crystal River Valley is a major draw for visitors.  Providing places 
for visitors to recreate and to learn about Redstone is one theme that emerged through the 
planning process and everyone realized how important the parks are to the future 
sustainability of the economy in Redstone.  Attracting more visitors while providing current 
and future residents with places to recreate and gather is critical to the future of Redstone.  
Each property plan has numerous concepts that will enhance the parks and contribute to the 
economy of Redstone. 
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5. REDSTONE PARK 
 
Redstone Park is the focal center of 
Redstone.  From summer concerts, kids 
playing in the playground, to people admiring 
the Crystal River, the park provides an 
essential amenity to the community of 
Redstone.  Through the planning process for 
the future use of the park, the main theme 
heard throughout all the meetings is that 
people are passionate about Redstone Park 
and don’t want to see a large amount of 
change.  Generally, the park is working well in 
its current state and any future improvements 
should be subtle and enhance the existing 
character.   
 
Key concepts from the planning committee include: 
 

 Redstone Park

 Improved accessibility 
 Simplified spaces to reduce “clutter”  
 Habitat enhancements and stabilization to the river bank and preserved views to the 

river and landscape beyond.  
 

The planning committee worked through some difficult issues while deciding what is best for 
the future use of the park and the conceptual plan that is attached provides updates to the 
existing infrastructure, connects the newly acquired parcel, and provides much better 
access.  This plan also provides a memorial, special and commercial use policy that is clear 
and works for both the residents and visitors. 
 
The planning committee was also unified in requesting no artificial permanent lighting in 
Redstone Park. 
 
Infrastructure 

 
While creating the conceptual plan for future infrastructure for the park it was identified that 
some of the existing infrastructure could be improved in the near term to provide a better 
park experience.  This would enhance the park while final plans were being completed and 
implemented. 
 
The conceptual plan illustrates several new concepts for the park: 
   

 Remove existing picnic structure (Gazebo) and build a larger open air pavilion 
to meet the needs of the community, providing a band shell for 
concerts/gatherings in the park.  This will be clustered behind the existing 
restroom and museum and not obstruct any views of the river. 
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 Cluster existing playground equipment to allow a new access and provide 

better parental viewing. This area could include more seating around the 
playground by installing grade beams to retain the slope and function as an 
informal seating opportunity. 

 Incorporate a Woodland Grove to the north area of the park to provide a 
shaded area for a future uses, such as a small theater or open grass area for 
weddings and picnic gatherings.  Lighting was discussed on this parcel since 
there is existing electricity.  The planning committee decided that no lighting is 
necessary and that the removal of the power pole will improve the aesthetics 
of this area.  When the property was purchased from the Meredith Family it 
was discussed that a small memorial be developed in conjunction with the final 
plans for the Woodland Grove.  The planning committee felt this was 
appropriate since this parcel truly enhances the existing park and it is a small 
way to recognize the former owners. 

 Riparian improvements to enhance native vegetation and the natural function 
of the Crystal River. 

 Add more dog waste stations at all access points with education signage to 
start addressing the current dog waste issue.  It was identified in the planning 
process that dog waste is a problem in Redstone Park and to provide more 
dog waste stations at the access points with education signage as to why 
everyone needs to pick up the dog poop. 

 During final planning explore the possibility of a dog free area on the newly 
acquired parcel on the north end of the park. 

 
With all of these new uses the costs for maintaining the restrooms will be visited 
annually by the Open Space Board. 

 
Access 

 
Current access to the park is limited to the area at the restrooms and informally through 
private property.  The conceptual plan defines four future access points: 
 

 At the south end of the park an enlarged ADA accessible entry with direct 
view to the river would be created to directly connect with the pedestrian 
bridge to Elk Park.  This will allow better pedestrian flow to Redstone Blvd. 
and assist with making Elk Park a true parking area and extension of 
Redstone Park. 

 Widen the existing entrance to the playground and future pavilion.  Removing 
the existing Gazebo would allow a better view of the park and future pavilion 
from Redstone Blvd. 

 Provide improved access by removing existing parking spaces north of the 
museum.  As noted in parking section 3.3, more parking will be created overall 
and this area is the largest open area in the park.  Preserving and enlarging 
the open space while improving access to the river will enhance views and 
access to the river from Redstone Blvd. 
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 Create access to the new Woodland Grove on the north edge of Redstone 
Park.  This access will open the newly acquired Meredith Parcel to pedestrian 
uses. 
 

Parking 
 

Parking along Redstone Blvd. is one of the biggest issues during the busy summer season.  
Redstone Park currently has approximately 8-10 spaces.  The conceptual plan illustrates 
approximately 16 spaces.  This increase is small due to the plans for Elk Park to actually 
capture some of the cars coming into Redstone and provide ample parking for visitors to 
Redstone.  The conceptual plan for parking at Redstone Park will go through a much more 
thorough review when the final plans for each area of the park is developed. 
 
No overnight parking will be allowed at Redstone 
Park. 
  
Natural Resources 

 
The Crystal River is the most important natural 
resource in Redstone Park.  The focus of the park is 
its direct connection to the river.  Enhancing the 
riparian area is a high priority for future improvements 
to the park.  Nothing proposed in the Redstone Park 
Conceptual Plan will limit the future improvement of 
the riparian area. The riparian zone currently in the park does not contain much native 
vegetation and the structure of the levee does not provide easy access to the river (see 
Figure 1).   

Figure 1 - Redstone Park Riparian Area 

 
The conceptual plans call for riparian improvement and river access zones.  The concept of 
a riparian improvement zone is: 
 

 Areas along the riparian edge that will be restored with low native vegetation. 
 River bank stabilizing materials will enhance the native vegetation and will 

work with the river’s dynamics and variable flows. 
 

The concept for a river access zone is: 
 

 Provide physical access to the river. 
 Incorporate natural features that provide access to the river and sandy areas 

when the river level is low. 
 Allow the natural river dynamics to function. 

 
There is currently a memorial garden located along the river bank and the conceptual 
plan allows for this to remain and be enhanced so it can be incorporated into future 
riparian improvements. 
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Existing trees will be evaluated on an ongoing basis to determine health and safety 
and opportunities will be sought for new trees to be planted with the park. 

 
Trails 

 
Surface material for access corridors, the Woodland Grove and the trail along the river will 
be determined during final plan creation.  It is envisioned that all trails will be natural surface 
with very limited use of hardened surfaces like asphalt or concrete. Trails will be composed 
of pervious materials. 
 
Maintenance 
 
Incorporating the new areas to the park will increase use and maintenance responsibility.  
All concepts were designed to limit maintenance needs and the existing grass in the park 
could be changed to a low irrigation sod to reduce maintenance in the future.  These 
concepts will be reviewed during final plan completion. 

 
6. ELK PARK 
 
In 1996, a Master Plan was created for Elk Park 
(Appendix B).  The main uses of the park were to be 
parking, picnicking, potential relocation of the fire house, 
and use of the existing cabin for residential use by 
County employees.  The parking area was created in 
2000 with the installation of a pedestrian bridge to 
connect to Redstone Park.  The plan was to provide 
inviting parking area to reduce vehicle traffic and p
problems along Redstone Blvd. 

an 
arking Elk Park 

 
Over the next ten years the parking area has received a limited amount of use, the cabin 
has been vacated by Pitkin County Public Works due to infrastructure failure, and the picnic 
area and the banks of Coal Creek have degraded.  The conceptual plan illustrates a major 
change to the existing park and 1996 Master Plan.  The new plan’s major concepts are: 
 

 Activate the use of the park by creating an attractive visitor information area to 
provide guidance to travelers along the Scenic Byway. 

 Create a new entrance to Redstone by working with the Colorado Department of 
Transportation to slow down traffic and create safer entrances to Elk Park, Coke 
Ovens, and Redstone. 

 Provide trails and play areas throughout the entire area of the park and a potential 
pedestrian bridge and connection to Redstone Boulevard next to the existing main 
vehicle entrance to Redstone.   

 Enhance the riparian areas along the Crystal River and Coal Creek. 
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Infrastructure 
 

Pitkin County Public Works manages the existing cabin.  For the past 10 years the water line 
servicing the cabin and irrigation to the park has had major problems, which has cost the 
County substantial funds to repair.  During the winter of 2009-2010 the water line into the 
cabin failed and then during a windstorm the electric lines to the cabin were knocked down.  
Due to these major issues, combined with the need for roof repairs, additional insulation, 
and upgrades to the heating system, the Public Works Department has deemed the cabin 
uninhabitable.  Through the development of the conceptual plans the planning committee 
wrestled with the future of the cabin.  It was determined that the concept of removing the 
existing cabin and preserving the existing footprint to create a visitor information area was 
the preferred option.  On the conceptual plan for Elk Park the visitor information area is 
labeled the Depot to give the historical context of the Redstone train depot (see Figure 2) 
that existed on the property.  This option will preserve the use of the structure’s existing 
footprint on the property, but turn the use 
from residential to public.  The planning 
committee would like to preserve the ability 
for the county to use the existing footprint for 
a public use and recommends OST owning 
the entire parcel.  If the use is for a visitor 
information area OST will work with the 
Redstone Historic Preservation Commission, 
the Redstone Historical Society, Redstone 
Community Association, Scenic Byway 
Committee, and others to create final plans 
for the visitor information area. Figure 2 - Historic Train Depot on Elk Park around 1925.  Photo 

by Del Gerbaz  
Parking 

 
The conceptual plan proposes a major change to the existing parking area.  The entire 
parking area would be moved to closer to the visitor information area and to a safer entrance 
to Elk Park.  Additional parking spaces could be created along with parking areas for larger 
recreational vehicles and trailers.  Lowering the grade for the parking area along with 
landscaping will provide visual mitigation.  
 
No overnight parking will be allowed unless parking for overnight stays originating from the 
East Creek Trailhead are directed to Elk Park during the final plans for Redstone Boulders 
Open Space to keep the small parking area at the East Creek Trailhead free for day users.  
 
Trails and Access 

 
The conceptual plan locates many different trails through the property.  All trails will be soft 
surface, pervious, and ADA accessible.  These could include overlooks of the Crystal River.  
Limiting access to the Crystal River in Elk Park will protect the riparian area and leave room 
for riparian and floodplain improvements.  Access to the Crystal River from Coal Creek can 
be accommodated in the final planning effort for Coal Creek.  It is envisioned that in Elk Park 
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visitors will have a visual connection to the Crystal River and to leave the physical 
connection to Redstone Park. 
 
Currently, Redstone and Elk Park are connected by a pedestrian bridge that links the two 
parks well.  There is no safe connection between Elk Park and the Coke Ovens and to the 
recreation corridor of Coal Creek Road.  There is 
also not a safe pedestrian friendly connection from 
the south entrance of Redstone to Elk Park and the 
Coke Ovens.  The conceptual plans show how these 
parks and Redstone could be connected and 
provide safe pedestrian access.  Elk Park is the link 
between the coke ovens and Redstone Park and the 
connectivity between each of them is a critical 
component of the conceptual plans.   
 Pedestrian Bridge connecting Redstone and Elk Park

Open Space Areas 
 

Currently in Redstone there are limited open fields for recreation and events.  In the 
conceptual plan for Elk Park there are two new open space areas that would provide 
opportunities for open field play area and potentially a skating rink.  These areas will be low 
maintenance turf grass that requires minimal and limited mowing.  These new fields will 
maintain a natural character yet include the potential for many different activities and/or 
events. 
 
Natural Resources 

 
Crystal River 

 
Like Redstone Park, the Crystal River is the main natural resource at the park and 
restoration and improvement of the riparian zone is a listed as a concept.  However, the 
riparian improvements will not incorporate access to the river.  Keeping the riparian zone 
intact is a concept the planning committee felt was important since there is plenty of access 
being contemplated at Redstone Park.  Trails will be located far enough away from the 
riparian edge to allow the widening of the riparian corridor with limited overlooks to keep the 
current views of Redstone from Highway 133 and the park. 
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Figure 3 – Map of Redstone in early 1900’s by Del McCoy.

Coal Creek 
The flow of Coal Creek was dramatically changed when the coke ovens were built and
community of Redstone was planned.  The community of Redstone sits in the historic 
floodplain for Coal Creek and the Crystal River and when the coke ovens were built, Coal 
Creek was diverted northward to prevent Redstone from flooding and allow the construction 
of the coke ovens (see Figure 3, between #25 and #22 the historic channel of Coal Creek is 
drawn in dashed lines).  When the Colorado Department of Transportation built the Highway 
133 bridge at Elk Park the creek was returned back to its original channel, but now h
floodplain due to the levee built in Redstone to prevent flooding.  The absence of a 
floodplain allows extensive sedimentation to flow directly into the Crystal River and still
poses a major flood risk to Redstone. When Coal Creek was diverted it developed an 
extensive floodpla

 the 

as little 

 

in west of Highway 133 before joining the Crystal River North of Redstone 
ee Figure 4).    

ith 

(s
 
OST staff has met with the Roaring Fork 
Conservancy, the USDA Forest Service, 
and the Colorado Division of Wildlife to see 
if it is feasible to begin a larger planning 
process to plan for restoration of Coal 
Creek.  From that meeting, and with the 
current degradation of the creek banks and 
sediment loading occurring from Coal 
Creek to the Crystal River it is imperative to 
continue to work with the Roaring Fork 
Conservancy and other agencies to 
determine the scope of a planning process 
to restore the floodplain of Coal Creek at 
the junction with the Crystal River.  These 
agencies along with the planning 
committee have determined some of the 
benefits that could be achieved w

Figure 4 - Map of Coal Creek floodplain after dams were built to 
redirect flow away from Redstone.  From the Richard A. Ronzio 
Collection. 



Adopted by Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board December 14, 2010 

Redstone Parks and Open Space Management Plan  Page 16 

 

 

restoration planning for Coal Creek are: 
 

 Reduce the risk of flooding for Redstone. 
 Remove sediment from Coal Creek before it reaches the Crystal River. 
 Creation of a floodplain for the Crystal River and Coal Creek. 
 Wetland creation due to creation of a floodplain could reduce heavy metals from 

tal River. entering the Crys
 Wildlife habitat 

aintenance 

ll 
 

as and providing 
ater to create the skating rink are a change to current management.   

7. EDSTONE BOULDERS OPEN SPACE 

h is 

e 

 
ut 

ss signage is better on this 
roperty.  The following are the main 

c

 
M
 
There will be an increased need for maintenance once the concepts are finalized.  
Increasing the use of Elk Park will increase maintenance.  During the creation of the 
conceptual plans this increased use and maintenance that comes with it was analyzed and 
concepts such as native low water grasses are envisioned in the play areas and only a sma
increase in waste containers are envisioned.  The skating rink and other winter uses of the
park will be analyzed during the final plans since plowing the parking are
w
 
R
 
Bordering the main residential part of town and providing a natural corridor between the 
Forest Service lands to the west and the Crystal River, Redstone Boulders Open Space is a 
property that many people in Redstone are just discovering.  An old trail connects the USDA 
Forest Service Redstone Campground to the East Creek Trailhead.  This trail along with 
public access to the boulders climbing area is bringing more people to the property, whic

creating management challenges.  The 
East Creek Trailhead is informal and 
parking is haphazard with no signage or 
information to visitors.  The existing trail is 
overgrown and eroded in sections and th
old road into the property is in poor 
condition.  There is also sizeable riparian 
habitat that has good potential and 
warrants some research to determine any
restoration needs.  Also, a concern abo
the amount of signing was brought up 
during the planning meetings and it was 
decided that le
p
oncepts for Redstone Boulders Open 

Space: 
 

Redstone Boulders Open Space 

 Provide drainage on the main trail through the property and reduce the width of 
existing road to a sustainable trail and close motorized access to the property 

 Provide limited informational signage. 
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 ork with the USDA Forest Service to create final plans for the Redstone Boulders 
 surrounding National Forest lands containing the majority of the 

climbing boulders, riparian improvements, and trail connections.  

head parking, and fishing access are the only 
rior uses that occurred on the property when the 

nt was placed on the property.  The conceptual 
plan for the property only improves the existing uses and 

e property is a great connection to 
e Redstone Campground and the boulders climbing 

he existing road on the property will be closed to 
se and realigned to sustainable grades to 

control erosion and provide a direct trail connection to the boulders climbing area. 

Trailheads 

W
Open Space, the

 
Restrictive Covenant 

 
OST purchased the property with OST funds after transferable development rights (TDRs) 
were granted to remove the development potential from 
the property.  When the TDRs were issued a restrictive 
covenant was placed on the property that limits the future 
use of the property to only existing uses.  The trails, 
roads, trail
p
covena

is in compliance with the restrictive covenant. 
 
Trails 

 
The current trail on th
th
area. This trail will be improved to provide better 
drainage.  This trail will remain a natural surface without 
imported materials.   
 
T
motorized u

 

Trail through Redstone Boulders Open 
Space 

 
East Creek Trailhead Parking 

The existing trailhead parking for the
 

 East Creek Trail is poorly defined with no informational 
ignage.  Improvements to this trailhead are listed on the conceptual plan and will be limited 

he parking area will be limited in size to approximately the current size of the parking area, 

ound Redstone Boulders 
pen Space and a dog waste station should be explored to reduce the amount of dog waste 

 

s
in size to provide just the necessary information for users of the Redstone Boulders Open 
Space and National Forest Lands.  
 
T
but parking will be better defined using only natural materials as parking delineators and 
fences.  It will also be designed to allow a turnaround for vehicles and community events. 
 
There is a lot of use by people with dogs on the trails on and ar
O
currently littering the site.  Details on how the station will be maintained will be worked out
prior to installation, but the location would be at this trailhead.  
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Horse trailers are not currently accommodated well in the current parking area.  OST will 
work with the outfitters permitted on the USDA Forest Service lands to accommodate hors
trailer access to the trailhead.  Parking of horse trailers is conceptualized at Elk Park with 
accommodations at the East Creek Trailhead for unloading of pack animals and supplies.  A 
hitching post with areas for supplies can be created in the final plan to accommodate th
use.  The Colorado Division of Wildlife has stated the need for providing trailer access to t
East Creek Trailhead especially during

e 

is 
he 

 hunting season.  The actual use by trailers will be 
ecided during the final planning for the property.  This will also determine if overnight 

ed at this trailhead.  Until final plans are created overnight parking is 
allowed at the East Creek Trailhead.   

d
parking will be allow

 
Boulders Trailhead 

 
A small kiosk or sign at the entrance to the trail accessing the boulders is contemplated at 
this site to provide Open Space and Forest Service maps and regulations.  No parking is 

ong Redstone Boulevard since there is parking at the East Creek 
Trailhead just 100 yards from the Boulders Trailhead. 

of 
an area along the Crystal River has great potential and a plan could be 

reated with the adjacent USDA Forest Service and private land to restore a significant 

ildlife 
nter range.  The amount of elk use of the property has not been 

nalyzed, but OST will work with the Division of Wildlife as it plans for improvements to the 
egetation is abundant on the property which support habitat for small 

mammals and birds.  

 
he main maintenance need at Redstone Boulders Open Space will be the dog waste 

ady waste removal at Redstone and Elk Park this one container 
hould not be a large increase in cost. 

8. 

 

 in 

envisioned here or al

 
Natural Resources 

 
Redstone Boulders Open Space provides a great natural buffer to the residential area 
Redstone.  The ripari
c
section of the Crystal River.  This will be examined in the future and is allowed by the 
restrictive covenant. 
 
Wildlife use of the property has not been studied, but from site visits and Division of W
Maps it is within elk wi
a
trails.  Mature v

 
Maintenance 

T
station.  Since there is alre
s
 
MEMORIAL POLICY 
 
During the planning process it was determined that limiting memorials to necessary 
infrastructure and natural vegetation will provide opportunities for memorials without 
oversaturating the park.  Memorials include picnic tables, benches, plaques, naming 
properties or trails, or any other structures or vegetation that recognizes the memory of a
person, group, or event.  The conceptual plans for Redstone and Elk Park do illustrate 
potential locations for memorials.  Until a final plan for specific locations for memorials
Redstone Park is completed, no new memorials will be allowed.  The priority list for the 
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Redstone Parks and Open Space Plan is included in the conceptu
and will outline the timetable for completing final plans for each property.
In the final plans, designs and locations for new picnic tables, benches, 
and other infrastructure will be developed that meet the community 
desires and provide a memorial opportunity.  OST encourages people 
wishing to memorialize people at Redstone and Elk Park to donate living 
memorials or funds towards infrastructure, like the pavilion or d
riparian improvements, or the creation of new playfields at either pa

once final plans are complete.  Memorial recognition will be consistent 
with the type of memorial.  OST staff will work with the donors to develop 
appropriate recognition on the donated memorial.  Conceptually, plaques

could be created listing all the names of the donors fo

al plan 
  

epot, 
rk 

 
r larger infrastructure like the pavilion 

r depot and engraving could be contemplated for benches or picnic tables.  For living 

xisting memorials are identified on the conceptual plans and all will remain through their 
ing all of the existing memorials and the 

ondition will be evaluated. 

9. SPECIAL AND COMMERCIAL USE 

e 
h 

es of 
 

nd 
rovide an economic benefit to the town are events that should be encouraged and 

accom
following p
 

o
memorials a map will be created with every known memorial planting and this map will be 
updated and accessible on the OST website.  
 
E

Memorial in Redstone 
Park 

usable life.  A list is being developed identify
c
 

 
Redstone and Elk Park 

 
Special Use requests for Redstone and Elk Park have increased dramatically and there ar
no guidelines in place to direct the types of uses the community would like to see in eac
park and at what times.  The planning committee and OST staff agrees that some us
the parks like the summer concert series and events like Winter Fest that are open to the
public, attract community members and visitors to gather in the community center, a
p

odated.  The challenge is to provide clear guidelines and coordinate events.  The 
olicy will cover Special and Commercial Uses at Redstone and Elk Park: 

 All community organized events that will occur only in Redstone and/or Elk
Park will be coordinated with OST staff as soon as dates and times are 
finalized.  Community organized events that are

 

 open and free to the public.  
Pending submittal and approval of a Land Use Code amendment to allow 
OST to administer Special Use Permits on OST properties, Special Use 
Permits will not be necessary for these events. 

 Community organized events that are free and open to the public, but that 
use the parks and other non-OST locations in the area must go through the 

 
one 

Pitkin County and/or other agency Special Use Permit process.  OST will be
involved in that process and ensure that the resources of Elk and Redst
Park are protected.  

 Private events with over 20 participants that only use Redstone and/or Elk 
cial Use permit Park will go through the Pitkin County Open Space Spe
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process.  Applications are available through OST staff and on the OST 
website.  Guidelines for private use of the parks are as follows: 

ty. 

llowed.  Use of the Gazebo or future 

 Day weekend. 
 permit. 

ince parking at Redstone 

s it is 
 liquor license 

be obtained from the County.  For private parties or alcohol brought in 
individuals a liquor license is not required.  

o Community organized events have first priori
o OST Staff will consult with the Redstone Community Association on 

the proposed use. 
o The limit on number of participants are 75.   
o Tents or other shelters are not a

pavilion is allowed, but must be reserved via special use permit. 
o No private events at the parks during Memorial Day weekend, July 

Fourth, or Labor
o The future Woodland Grove can be reserved via special use
o Parking for the events will be at Elk Park s

Park is limited. 
o All events must end by 9 pm and be cleaned up that night. 
o No electrified lighting or amplified sound. 
o Alcohol is allowed in County Parks and Open Space unles

provided by a public event, which would then require a

to the park by 
 No commercial activity is allowed on Redstone or Elk Park.  

  

or Redstone Boulders Open Space there is a restrictive covenant on the property that limits 
the a llowed on the property 
exce
 

Redstone Boulders Open Space 
 

F
mount of use on the property.  No special or commercial use is a
pt for the following: 

 Environmental education programs approved by OST. 
 Research on the property approved by OST. 
 Commercial outfitters accessing the East Creek Trail.  Details on parking 

commercial horse trailers will be worked out with OST staff. 
 
10. TIES 

y the Planning Committee has placed on action items in 
the conceptual plans for the properties.  

Short Term Priorities 1-3 years 
 

Redstone Park

 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION PRIOIR
 
The following list details the priorit

 

 
 

1. Remove existing picnic tables that are in poor condition.  

ess 
tion.  

2. Repair fence around park. 
3. Explore the possibility of locating the existing trash dumpster to a l

visible loca
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4. Work with Pitkin County Community Development on amending the lan
use code to allow OS

d 
T to administer special use permits on OST 

 for Redstone and Elk Park. 
7. Remove utility pole and exposed water lines.  OST will keep water tap 

for future irrigation. 
8. Continue mechanical noxious weed management. 

on 

 
Elk Park

property. 
5. Identify all existing memorials and evaluate condition. 
6. Adopt memorial policy

9. Remove concrete slab and revegetate area with native vegetation 
the Meredith Parcel. 

 

mmendation for the 2012 budget for creating the 
final plans for Elk Park. This will include working with CDOT on the 

 the park and defining the improvements to Highway 133. 
3. Continue to collaborate with the Roaring Fork Conservancy, the USDA 

future of the 

 
Redstone

 
1. Determine the fate of the cabin, historical significance, and future 

ownership of the parcel.  The planning committee recommends 
removing the existing cabin, OST assuming ownership of the parcel, 
and OST reserving the existing cabin footprint for future public use.  

2. Develop a funding reco

access plan to

Forest Service, and the Colorado Division of Wildlife on the 
Coal Creek floodplain. 

 Boulders Open Space 

1. Close mo
 

torized access at the Boulders Access Trailhead. 
2. Explore the potential for placing a dog waste station at the East Creek 

 will determine how this station would be maintained.  
3. Work with the USDA Forest Service and Division of Wildlife on the trail 

connecting to the campground and to place limited visitor information 
signage. 

 
Long Term 

 
 Park

Trailhead. This

Priorities 3-10 years 

Redstone  

e park.  This will refine the pavilion and 

lk Park

 
4. Develop final plans for th

woodland grove concept and create an access plan. 
 
E  

 
al plans. 

6. Continue working on solving the floodplain issues on Coal Creek. 
 
 
 

5. Implement fin
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Redstone Boulders Open Space 
 

7. Begin a collaborative planning process with the USDA Forest Service 
and the community for the trails, trailheads, riparian area, and 
recreational resources of the Redstone Boulders area.   



Adopted by Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board December 14, 2010 

Redstone Parks and Open Space Management Plan  Page 23 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 



Appendix A 
Redstone Park and Open Space Management Plan



Appendix A 
Redstone Park and Open Space Management Plan



Appendix A 
Redstone Park and Open Space Management Plan



Appendix A 
Redstone Park and Open Space Management Plan



Appendix A 
Redstone Park and Open Space Management Plan



Adopted by Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board December 14, 2010 

Redstone Parks and Open Space Management Plan  Page 24 

 

 



Adopted by Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board December 14, 2010 

 

Redstone Parks and Open Space Management Plan  Page 29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 
 
 
 




























	1. INTRODUCTION
	2. PLANNING PROCESS
	Next Steps

	3. HISTORY
	4. VISION
	Maintain the Culture, History, and Character of Redstone
	Accessibility 
	Ecology
	Economy

	REDSTONE PARK
	Infrastructure
	Access
	Parking
	Natural Resources
	Trails
	Maintenance

	6. ELK PARK
	Infrastructure
	Parking
	Trails and Access
	Open Space Areas
	Natural Resources
	Crystal River
	Coal Creek

	Maintenance

	7. REDSTONE BOULDERS OPEN SPACE
	Restrictive Covenant
	Trails
	Trailheads
	East Creek Trailhead Parking
	Boulders Trailhead

	Natural Resources
	Maintenance

	8. MEMORIAL POLICY
	9. SPECIAL AND COMMERCIAL USE
	Redstone and Elk Park
	Redstone Boulders Open Space

	10. PLAN IMPLEMENTATION PRIOIRTIES
	Short Term Priorities 1-3 years
	Redstone Park
	Elk Park
	Redstone Boulders Open Space

	Long Term Priorities 3-10 years
	Redstone Park
	Elk Park
	Redstone Boulders Open Space


	Appendix A reduced.pdf
	5-BG-ROSMP-Red-Site Plan 11X17-reduced
	3-BG-ROSMP-Elk-Analysis 11X17-reduced
	4-BG-ROSMP-Elk-Site Plan 11X17-reduced
	1-BG-ROSMP-Boulders-Analysis 11X17-reduced
	2-BG-ROSMP-Boulders-Site Plan 11X17-reduced




