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Dear County Commissioners

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your review of Unlicensed Off-Highway Vehicle
Use on County claimed roads within Pitkin County. We feel that we are providing ample
opportunity for unlicensed OHV users on the White River National Forest. We will work with

the County on whatever decision is made, but our preference would be either the County' s
Alternative# 1 or# 2. I' ve expanded on our reasons for our preference below.

The Forest Service agrees that the use of unlicensed OHV' s on National Forest lands is

appropriate in the proper locations. Approximately 75%, or around 1035 miles of road across
the Forest, are currently open to unlicensed OHV use. Much of the road mileage closed to

unlicensed OHV' s is due to safety concerns. The percentage of miles open in Pitkin County is
less at 52%. However, the National Visitor Use Monitoring for the White River National Forest
has consistently shown that only around 2% of visitors to the Forest use OHV' s in their
recreational visits.

In our 2002 Travel Management Plan ( TMP) analysis we determined that the Forest was

providing twice the amount of OHV opportunities compared to actual demand for OHV use.
This was based on a comparison with the amount of recreational opportunities to other users
such as hikers, bikers and horseback riders.

Future growth projections in the Federal Outdoor Recreation Trends: Effects on Economic

Opportunities summary indicates that OHV use will continue to grow at a pace slightly less than
total population growth. However, the OHV growth rate will be at a pace significantly less than
the percentage growth of many other uses such as hiking, horseback riding and bicycling. Public
land management agencies across the country recognize that it is not sustainable to keep adding
more access for all user groups on a fixed land base and with declining budgets. As use trends
evolve it is likely more resources will need to shift toward providing opportunities for the uses
growing the most rapidly local areas. Putting our limited resources toward adding additional
opportunity for unlicensed OHV use at this point in time on the White River NF does not align
with the projected future recreation trends.

In the TMP, the Forest' s challenge was to take the past management of our roads and trails
systems, which was based largely on engineering principles, and create a new travel management
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plan incorporating all of the other considerations as stated above. One of the key goals of the

TMP was to reduce user conflict. Through research and public comment we came to understand
that conflict can be one sided. While most unlicensed OHV users don' t see other users as

negatively affecting their experiences, many non- motorized users do see OHV use as negatively

affecting theirs. The Forest Service is charged with providing a wide variety of quality

recreation opportunities to the public and in some instances we do have to separate some
activities to accomplish that goal.

As was discussed in our February 28, 2017 meeting, the Forest Service specifically did not allow
unlicensed OHV use on many routes in Pitkin County to provide quality recreational
opportunities for those who do not want to interact with, or be influenced by, unlicensed OHV
use during their recreational outing. In the TMP, the decision also considered that none of Pitkin

County' s roads were open to unlicensed OHV use through the Forest.

The Forest Service understands that the signing and enforcement of prohibitions takes resources.
We have also learned that good planning of where to provide unlicensed OHV opportunities, or
not, can reduce the management needed. Overall, we have also found it takes less management

resources in the areas where we do not mix the uses than those where we do. We are fortunate in
some areas that we receive grants through the State OHV sticker program to help offset some of
the management costs in the field, but these rarely cover all costs. The County will need to
consider the additional resources needed to manage this use in areas where it may be allowed.

The WRNF took years of public participation and analysis to reach a final decision on our TMP.
We understand that there are user groups, and individuals, covering a wide spectrum of
recreational interests that would have preferred a final decision better favoring their specific
desires. This is not limited to only unlicensed OHV groups.

Thank you again, for reaching out to us for our comments.

Sincerely,

KAREN SCHROYER
District Ranger

cc:

Rich Doak,

Kay Hopkins, Shelly
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