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The Moore Open Space Management Plan is a product of Pitkin County Open Space and Trails.

Pitkin County
Open Space and Trails
530 East Main Street
Aspen, CO 81611

PITKIN COUNT Y OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board of Trustees is to
acquire, preserve, maintain and manage open space properties for multiple
purposes including, but not limited to, recreational, wildlife, agricultural,
scenic and access purposes; and to acquire, preserve, develop, maintain and
manage trails for similar purposes.
The Pitkin County Home Rule Charter provision authorizing the Open Space
and Trails Program defines open space and trails as follows:
“Open Space” shall be defined as primarily undeveloped lands and waters
which meet one or more of the following criteria: Within public scenic view
planes; bounding or within urbanized areas; incorporating or protecting
significant wildlife habitat; preserving historic agricultural and ranching
activities; protecting riparian or wetlands areas; protecting other public
lands from the impacts of development, and preserving cultural, historic,
and archaeological resources lying within properties which are otherwise
acquired for their customary Open space characteristics.
“Trails” shall be defined as access ways, either separate from or within
County and State Road Rights-of-Way meeting one or more of the following
criteria: preserving historic routes of ingress and egress to public lands and
waterways; providing access to and from recreational or urban destinations;
providing transportation or recreational opportunities throughout the
Roaring Fork Watershed.
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PITKIN COUNT Y HOME RULE CHARTER AND
2011 PITKIN COUNT Y STRATEGIC PLAN

P I T K I N C O U N T Y S T R AT E G I C P L A N
Core Focus Areas & Success Factors
Community Vision

Pitkin County will continue to be a
healthy, safe, vibrant and sustainable
community, enhancing the quality of
life for everyone who lives, works
and visits here, while conserving the
natural environment as the basis for our
community success.

Pitkin County
Organizational Values

The diagram below illustrates the relationship between the three
Core Focus Areas in achieving the County’s mission and vision.

Pitkin County embraces the following values
to promote public trust and confidence in
County Government.

STEWARDSHIP
We strive to leave our natural
environment, community, public assets
and organization in better condition
than we found them for current and
future generations.

CORE FOCUS

Flourishing Natural
& Built Environment

Organization Mission

S U C C E S S FA C T O R S

Pitkin County government provides
valued and high quality public services
supporting the health, safety and
well-being of people and the natural
environment.

1. Conserved natural resources and environment

ETHICS

3. Ease of mobility via safe and efficient transportation systems

We hold ourselves to high standards
of honesty and dependability in the
conduct of County business.

4. Well planned and livable built environment

EXCELLENCE

2. Responsibly maintained and enhanced County assets

SAFE
COMMUNITY

VIBRANT
& SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITY

HIGH
QUALITY
OF LIFE

CORE FOCUS

Livable & Supportive
Community
S U C C E S S FA C T O R S
1. A sense of personal and community safety
2. Diverse and livable housing options

CORE FOCUS

Prosperous Economy

HEALTHY
COMMUNITY

S U C C E S S FA C T O R S
1. Sustainable economy and employment

3. Self-sufficient individuals and families

2. Affordable and quality health care options

4. Access to recreation, education, arts and culture

3. High performing County leaders, teams

5. Improved community engagement and participation

and employees
4. Responsible and accountable
stewardship of County assets

We are committed to providing quality
services that are accessible, accurate
and innovative to meet our community’s
needs.

COLLABORATION
We work together as employees and
with citizens and other government,
non-profit and private sector
organizations helping each other
succeed in promoting and achieving
the public’s goals.

OPEN COMMUNICATION
We are committed to listening to our
citizens and partners and to giving
accurate and timely information.

POSITIVE WORK ENVIRONMENT
We appreciate dedicated and
knowledgeable employees and support
their professional and personal growth.

The Pitkin County Strategic Plan identifies three core Focus Areas: “Flourishing Natural and Built Environment,”
“Livable and Supportive Community” and “Prosperous Economy.” The goal is for the three Focus Areas to
work together to achieve the county’s vision and mission. The Moore Open Space Management Plan supports
the Strategic Plan in various aspects:
FLOURISHING NATURAL AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Success Factor 1: Conserved natural resources and environment
Identified Actions: preserving and restoring lands with wildlife habitat and vegetation communities,
recreational opportunities and scenic values.
Success Factor 2: Responsibly maintained and enhanced county assets
Identified Actions: maintaining county properties in an environmentally sensitive way by restricting use to
designated trails and using education and interpretation to encourage proper use and care of public lands and
assets.
Success Factor 3: Ease of mobility via safe and efficient transportation systems
Identified Actions: continued maintenance of non-motorized winter and summer trails.
LIVABLE AND SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY
Success Factor 4: Access to recreation, education, arts and culture
Identified Actions: providing educational and nature appreciation opportunities in close proximity to local
schools
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Mission
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1

FOREWARD

The first major open space purchase for Pitkin County Open Space and Trails secured one of Aspen’s most
iconic vistas. The fledgling program acquired the 64.87-acre Moore Open Space in July 1992, helping protect a
small but significant piece of the landscape.
Through Aspen’s rise and fall as an industrialized mining district and its rebirth as a world-renowned resort,
countless travelers have passed by what is now known as Moore Open Space, their gaze invariably drawn
southward across the property to glimpse Pyramid Peak dominating the Maroon Creek Valley skyline.
In 1992, the $3.062 million Moore purchase was heralded as providing a permanent open space to define the
edge of Aspen’s urban area while preserving a small remnant of an ecological community that once dominated
the Roaring Fork Valley lowlands. Much of the mountain sage shrublands in the valley had long since been
converted first to hay and potato fields, or pasture, and then to residential, commercial or golf course
development.
Moore Open Space, however, remains an island of mountain big sagebrush and other native plant
communities, providing habitat for mule deer, small mammals and numerous songbirds. Situated at the
intersection of Hwy. 82 and Maroon Creek Road, the property has also become a hub of connecting bike and
pedestrian paths. Bridges and a highway underpass provide connections for groomed Nordic trails on the open
space to the greater Aspen-Snowmass Nordic System.
The Moore Open Space Resource Management Plan adopted by Pitkin County Commissioners and the Open
Space and Trails Board of Trustees in May 2001 acknowledged the many open space objectives fulfilled by
purchase of the property, including recreation, habitat conservation and preservation of scenic values. The
2001 plan established management priorities in keeping with those objectives. Now, 27 years after the land
purchase, this updated plan recognizes the evolution of the open space’s use in conjunction with adjacent
lands and sets forth a plan to ensure its ongoing protection, enhancement and enjoyment.
4
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Moore Open Space Timeline

1894

General Land Office grants property to
Jacob Hoover after he established his
residence and began to cultivate the land.

1926/1927

Arlian Family purchases the parcels
that included Moore Open Space land.

1937

Arlians grant easement for Hwy. 82.

1953

This undated postcard shows a fenceline running in the area of what is
now Moore Open Space. Pyramid Peak, misidentified as Maroon Peak,
rises in the distance between Aspen Highlands on the left and Tiehack
on the right. Courtesy Valley Fine Art.

James E. “Jim” and Alberta Moore
purchase the Arlian’s ranchlands
spanning both sides of Maroon Creek
Road.

1992

Pitkin County Open Space and Trails
purchases the Open Space from the
Moore family.

1997

Easement granted to CDOT for the kissand-ride and roundabout construction.
October 27, 1993 - Aspen Times Daily

2001

BOCC and OSTB adopt the Resource
Management Plan for the property.

“Moore open space! County Land Management employees Steve
Anthony and Matt Johnson erect a new sign on 65 acres of open space
located between the Aspen school campus and Highway 82. The
land was purchased last year from the Moore family. A parking lot is
proposed where the sign now stands. Travis Caperton photo

2019

Moore Open Space Management Plan
Update

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Introduction
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Circa 1890-1910:
A woman stands in a meadow in what is now Moore Open Space. There is a small
cabin beyond her. Pyramid Peak looms in the distance. Evidence of agricultural use of
the property is evident on the right. History Colorado photo.
6
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1.2

HISTORY

In February 1888, travelers aboard the first Colorado Midland Railway passenger
train into Aspen no doubt peered into the depths of the Maroon Creek Gorge from
a newly constructed trestle and then refocused their gaze across the snow to Kings
Butte and Red Mountain on the north or Pyramid Peak to the south. It all depended
on seat assignment.
More than a century later, the sight of the Butte, now known as Red Butte, and
craggy Pyramid Peak jutting above rolling, sagebrush-covered hillocks, remain
scenic hallmarks of the drive in and out of Aspen. Despite momentous change to
the landscape over the succeeding decades, Pitkin County’s Moore Open Space
and a collection of City of Aspen open space acquisitions have combined to capture
a sense of the wide open spaces that once existed. Prescient acts of conservation
and, in the case of Moore Open Space, discouraging topography, have preserved
this buffer from the juggernaut of progress.
Pitkin County’s purchase of about 65 acres at the intersection of Hwy. 82 and
Maroon Creek Road in 1992 wasn’t so much the beginning of the story of Moore
Open Space as its conclusion. It really began in the 1890s, and the land has been
helping define the entrance to Aspen ever since.
In 1894, the General Land Office of the United States granted 85 acres comprised
of lots 12 through 15 in Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 85 West to Jacob
Hoover of Pitkin County. A notice published in a local newspaper in 1891 indicates
Hoover was making a claim to settle the land, which he already had under his
continuous residence and cultivation.1 Little else is known about Hoover, except
that he did not hold onto the property for long. He sold lots 12 and 15 to one buyer,
and lots 13 and 14 to another for a combined total of $1,350, according to Pitkin
County property records and newspaper accounts at the time.
By the time Hoover was buying and selling the lots that would eventually comprise
Moore Open Space, Aspen was the third largest city in Colorado, trailing only
Denver and Leadville, thanks to the region’s booming mining industry.2 Farming
and ranching was also a well-established enterprise, providing food for a city
population estimated at 12,000 people, plus another 5,000 transients, not to
mention the horses, mules and donkeys used in the transport of ore from the
mines.3 Agricultural lands flanked Aspen in every direction where the valley floor
offered suitable acreage, though prime ranchlands were located farther down the
valley, where the growing season was longer and the valley floor, broader. Two
railroads provided the transport of goods.

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Introduction
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Moore Open Space

A 1934 photo taken by A.H. Buck shows Red Butte on the right and what is now Moore Open Space on the left, just beyond the curve in the
road. The Holden Lixiviation Works along Castle Creek is in the foreground on the left. Agricultural uses dominated the landscape outside of
Aspen. Aspen Historical Society photo.

Castle Creek marked the western border of Aspen’s initial street grid. West of the
creek, the gritty complex of timber buildings, railroad spurs, ore piles and belching
smokestacks at the Holden Lixiviation Works created an industrial island in what
was otherwise an expanse of ranchlands stretching from Kings Butte to the north
and extending up Maroon Creek and Owl Creek to the south.
It was through this swath that the Colorado Midland Railway set track into Aspen,
winding past the Holden plant and into town along the base of Shadow Mountain
and onto Dean Street. The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad served Aspen from
north of the Roaring Fork River on the alignment of today’s Rio Grande Trail,
reaching the town in late 1887, three months before the Midland laid its final tracks
into town.
Notably, it was the Midland that cut three acres off the northeast corner of Section
11, Township 10 South, Range 85 West after crossing the impressive trestle bridge
the railroad constructed over the Maroon Creek Gorge.4 Much later, Colorado Hwy.
82 would follow much the same route, using the same bridge and slicing through
the same corner of platted land before taking a more northerly approach across
Castle Creek in order to line up with Hallam Street. The railroad established the
entrance to Aspen and pioneer Jacob Hoover laid claim to the four lots that made
up the northernmost piece of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 85 West, a.k.a.
Moore Open Space. The transportation corridor has been tied inextricably to that
particular piece of land ever since.
Hoover’s sale of the two pairs of lots was followed by multiple transactions that
each involved lots 12 and 15 changing hands separately from the buying and selling
of lots 13 and 14. Those who owned the properties sometimes received mention
8
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Moore Open Space

This photo shows the Midland Railway trestle (center) crossing the Maroon Creek Gorge. The hilly area of Moore Open Space is to the right
of the trestle, just beyond the scattered stand of trees. Hayden Peak is visible in the distance. Aspen Historical Society photo.

in newspapers of the day, though rarely in connection with the ranchlands bordered
by the railroad. One, John Sterner, was briefly mentioned as a Maroon Creek rancher
and dairyman. It was an Italian immigrant who brought the four lots back into single
ownership again, through purchases in 1926 and 1927, county records indicate.
Laurent and Josephine Arlian were both born in Italy in 1876. Laurent’s cousin, Mike,
purchased a ranch at the mouth of Little Woody Creek in about 1908 and Laurent
joined him there in 1911, followed by Josephine and their three children in about
1913.5
In addition to the ranch at Woody Creek, the Arlian family’s landholdings expanded
to include a ranch that spanned both sides of Maroon Creek Road, including property
now occupied by the Aspen schools campus and what is now Moore Open Space.
Newspaper accounts of the Arlian family mostly center on their comings and goings
in Woody Creek, but the Aspen Daily Times did note their Maroon Creek operation
in 1934 under the heading, “Arlian cattle forced off summer range.” According to the
article, “Laurent Arlian, Maroon Creek rancher, has been forced to bring his herd of
beef cattle back to the home ranch pasture on account of the extreme dry weather
that has caused a shortage of grass on the summer range near Maroon Lakes. Some
200 head of cattle had been taken up into the hills, but the grass was so poor that Mr.
Arlian found it necessary to return the herd to lower pastures.”6
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Introduction
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In 1937, the Arlians sold an easement to Pitkin County and State of Colorado for a
public highway. The .830 acres involved in the transaction included land already being
used for a road plus .332 acres of land that was added for a planned highway corridor
cutting across the corner of what is now Moore Open Space.
Pitkin County first tabbed the Midland corridor for a new, more direct roadway to
connect Aspen with points down the valley shortly after the Midland abandoned the
rail line in 1919. Work on the new road continued through the 1920s. The old railroad
trestle over Maroon Creek, converted for auto travel, opened to motorists in August
1930, though a new span over Castle Creek was still to come.7
The Arlians sold their Woody Creek ranch in the mid-1940s and moved to El Jebel. In
December 1953, James E. “Jim” and Alberta Moore purchased about 345 acres of the
Arlians’ ranchlands, spanning both sides of Maroon Creek Road, for $45,100.8
Jim was a barber by trade while Alberta came from a farm family in Longmont, Colo.
They met in Longmont, where Alberta was working at the local Woolworths and Jim
was working at his family’s barbershop down the street. After marrying in 1936, Jim
accepted a job in the barbershop at Aspen’s Hotel Jerome.9 He also started a real
estate business – the first one in Aspen – and the couple purchased the Monarch
Building at the corner of Main and Monarch streets, running a motel there called
Moore’s Court. Jim also had a barbershop and real estate office in the building, and the
family resided there.10
The purchase of the Arlian ranch was one more way in which the Moores, which grew
to include three children, tried to get by, according to son Tom Moore. “They were just
struggling and trying to make a life,” he said.11
The Arlians’ Maroon Creek homestead stood where the present-day Aspen School
District bus barn sits, but the Moore family did not live there. It wasn’t until 1960 that
Jim and Alberta moved into a house that Tom helped design. It was built on the west
side of the property, along the edge of the Maroon Creek Gorge. Tom remembered
dismantling an old log home near the Moore homesite.12
Tom Moore also recalled neighboring rancher Bill Marolt growing potatoes on the west
side of the Moore property, where the land was flat. The remains of a potato cellar
exist in the southwest corner of Moore Open Space, he said. Moore and Marolt’s son
rode on the twin seats of a horse-drawn potato planter, keeping the planter’s tray filled
with seed potatoes that the machine dropped one by one into the holes it poked in
the ground. Like many rural children, Tom was released from school in the fall to help
harvest the crop, earning 25 cents per sack of potatoes.13
Jim and Alberta Moore, active members of the Aspen community and inductees to
the Aspen Hall of Fame in 2001, donated some of the ranchland for a new high school
campus in 1966 and provided 3 acres to the city of Aspen for a new public swimming
pool that opened in 1972.14 The latter was replaced by the Aspen Recreation Center,
which is situated just south of the former Moore lands, next to the city’s Iselin Park
(formerly the site of the town dump).
Jim Moore passed away in 1991; Alberta died in 2009. Tom Moore, born in Aspen
in 1942, carried on his parents’ legacy of community involvement. He and his wife,
Carolyn, were inducted into the Aspen Hall of Fame in 2014. His surviving sister, Jane,
resides in Arizona.
10
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Moore Open Space

Top: A 1968 aerial photo shows
property once owned by James
and Alberta Moore. Moore open
space is at the intersection of
Hwy. 82 and Maroon Creek Road.
Courtesy Tom Moore.
Bottom: What is now Moore
Open Space to the left of the
sharp bend in Maroon Creek
Road is visible from the Tiehack
area of Buttermilk in 1970.
Aspen Historical Society / Mary
Eshbaugh Hayes Collection.
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An avid skier and ski racer in his younger years, Tom was active with the Aspen Ski Club as
a coach, club president and nearly a decade of service to the board of directors. The Moore
family donated 2 acres near the school campus for a new Ski Club clubhouse and helped pay for
the clubhouse and its chairlift connection to Aspen Highlands.15 The family sold about 65 acres
at the intersection of Hwy. 82 and Maroon Creek Road to Pitkin County Open Space and Trails
in 1992. The Colorado Department of Transportation condemned about 1.5 acres of the open
space at the intersection in 1998 for construction of a transit stop, but provided 31 acres of land
along the Roaring Fork River below the Brush Creek intercept lot as a replacement property.
Before the open space purchase, Tom Moore developed a series of Nordic trails through his
family’s property. The trail loops on Moore Open Space and on adjacent private land (now
owned by S&J Investments) where Jim and Alberta Moore once resided are part of a connected
system that includes additional trails on the Moore Playing Fields next to the school campus.
The east end of the Tiehack Bridge is also located on former Moore property. The Nordic trail
system meanders throughout the old Arlian ranch and there is a perpetual easement on the
southeast edge of the neighboring private property providing Nordic access, Moore noted.16
A more recent revocable License Agreement between the City of Aspen and S&J Investments
allows for the current trail network to meander outside of the established easement.
Also on the former Arlian/Moore property, east of Maroon Creek Road, is the development
known as Five Trees, which includes 31 single-family homes for local workers, and luxury
homes.
As for Moore Open Space, the Open Space and Trails program’s first major purchase, the land
that was, at one time, alternately mentioned as a prime spot for another 9 holes of golf or
worker housing is instead largely unchanged from Tom Moore’s youth. “It was sagebrush, rolling
hills and rocks and stuff,” he recalled.17 Plowing it made no sense when there was better, flatter
land elsewhere on the ranch, especially since plowing back in the day was done with a twobottom plow pulled by two horses, Moore said.
Century-old photos suggest the flat land next to the Maroon Creek Gorge (mostly west of
the open space) saw agricultural use, but the hillocks at Moore Open Space were largely
undisturbed then and remain so today. The land conserved in 1992 has been open space all
along.
Endnotes:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Notice for Publication, Aspen Times Weekly, Aug. 22, 1891, p 4.
Malcomb J. Rohrbough, “Aspen – The History of a Silver Mining Town 1879-1893” (University Press of Colorado, Boulder, 2000), p 15.
Ibid, p 173.
Colorado Midland Ry Map of Aspen and Vicinity, Jan. 24, 1901, Source: Colorado Railroad Museum collection, Denver Public Library Digital
Collections.
5. Kathleen Krieger Daily and Gaylord T. Guenin, “Aspen The Quiet Years,” (Red Ink Inc., Aspen CO, 1994) pp 90-91.
6. “Arlian Cattle Forced Off Summer Range,” Aspen Daily Times, June 28, 1934, p 1.
7. “Maroon Creek ‘High Bridge’ Open to Traffic,” Aspen Times Daily, Aug. 22, 1930, p 1.
8. Tom Moore via email, April 23, 2019.
9. Aspen Hall of Fame 2001 inductees, aspenhalloffame.org, 2019.
10. Ibid.
11. Interview: Tom Moore, Feb. 21, 2019, Aspen, Colo.
12. Ibid.
13. Ibid.
14. Aspen Hall of Fame 2001 inductees, aspenhalloffame.org, 2019.
15. “Giving Moore to Aspen,” The Aspen Times, Nov. 27, 2013, p 1.
16. Tom Moore via email, March 7, 2019.
17. Interview: Tom Moore, Feb. 21, 2019, Aspen, Colo.
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS
2.1 LOCATION AND SURROUNDING
CONTEXT
Moore Open Space lies at the southwest corner of
the Highway 82/Maroon Creek Road intersection,
approximately one mile west of downtown Aspen.
The property is located within the City of Aspen’s
urban growth boundary and surrounding land uses
include a mix of public serving uses and single family
residential neighborhoods. The Aspen School District
campus is located to the south and the Prince of
Peace Chapel, a treasured community landmark is
connected by a pedestrian bridge on the opposite side
of Maroon Creek Road to the east of the property.
Adjacent neighborhoods include Meadowood to the
south and the Golf Course Properties subdivision to
the north, with low-density, single-family homes.
The neighboring property to the west is a 45.52
acre private parcel owned by S&J Investments,
currently improved with a single-family residence.
The property, located within the City of Aspen’s urban
growth boundary, was purchased in 2010 and has the
potential to maximize the residential build out under
the current AR-2 and AR-10 zoning.
In addition to protecting important ecological
communities and wildlife habitat, the Moore Open
Space property plays an important role in defining
“the edge of the Aspen urban area.” Together with
City of Aspen open space properties, including the
Aspen Golf Course and Marolt Open Space, the
property provides an important break in development
as one approaches Aspen.

2.2 PROPERT Y ACCESS
As an important hub providing trail connections to
popular areas outside Aspen, Moore Open Space
has multiple trail access points. In the non-snowy
months there is currently authorized trail access to
the property from the “Kiss and Ride” facility adjacent
to the roundabout (which connects to the Highway
82 trail underpass and the City’s Golf Course Trail);
from the pedestrian bridge over Maroon Creek Road
leading to the High School Trail and Marolt Open
Space; and from a user-created trail to the west,
which traverses private land to connect to the Aspen
Recreation Center (ARC) and the Tiehack Pedestrian
Bridge. The western access is allowed by a revocable
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions

Moore Open Space

Today, Moore Open Space sits amidst residential development and
the school district, the preserved land shows what the landscape
once looked like. (2014 Photo)

license agreement between the City of Aspen and
private land owners and is further described in the
Section 2.3. In the winter, an additional access point is
provided along a groomed Nordic trail that connects
to the Aspen Golf Course/Truscott Affordable Housing
area. The groomed route begins along Highway
82 and passes through the Golf Course Properties
subdivision along a Nordic trail easement to the
property line for S&J Investments where a revocable
license agreement (refer to Section 2.3) allows for
the trail to connect between the subdivision and the
Moore Open Space’s western edge. No parking is
provided and no vehicular access is accommodated
on the Moore property.

2.3 EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY, DECREES
AND OTHER RIGHTS
The following easements and agreements are
illustrated on Map 1, which shows the existing
conditions of the Moore Open Space and adjacent
properties.
60-foot Road Easement - There is a 60-foot wide road
easement (noted on the Survey found in Book S003
Page 55) that follows the western property line, with
30 feet impacting the Moore Open Space.
Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Aspen
for the Nordic Program Operational Funding and
Management (2015) - Following the recommendation
in the 2001 Resource Management Plan, an
Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) was established
between the City of Aspen, the Town of Snowmass
Village, and Pitkin County outlining the funding and
maintenance roles for the Nordic ski operations.
This agreement became obsolete following the 2006
reauthorization of the Pitkin County Open Space
and Trails fund and a new IGA was adopted in 2015
13
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MOORE OPEN SPACE QUICK FACTS

Acquisition Date: 1992, Fee Simple
Parcel Size: 63.37 acres (following CDOT condemnation of 1.5 acres near the
roundabout in 1998)
Funding Partners: None
Open Space Values: Scenic view plane, mountain big sage shrubland and wildlife
habitat, year-round recreational trails
Trail Miles: 1.2 singletrack trail miles and groomed Nordic routes
Funding Partners: None
Easements: City of Aspen Nordic Trail Easement for Winter Use
Water Rights: None
Public Records: Resolution #92-183 - #345693, Book 680, Page 416; Survey - Book S
003, Page 55. Use and management plan covenant, June 10, 1992 to benefit of the
James Moore estate, recorded Book 680, Page 433.
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to formalize the working relationship between the
County and the City (Resolution No. 080-2015). The
IGA outlines that the trails will be operated and
maintained by the City of Aspen through funding from
the Pitkin County Open Space fund. The IGA further
elaborates how equipment will be purchased and
maintained. It also shows how shared equipment
and labor in the City are to be utilized and funded by
the County. The agreement works to the benefit of
both programs by efficiently utilizing each program’s
staffing, equipment and funding resources.
Prior Easement at Highway 82 and the roundabout
At the time the County acquired the property (1992)
an easement was reserved for the future expansion of
Highway 82 in the vicinity of the current roundabout.
In 1998, CDOT condemned 1.5 acres along the eastern
edge of the property to construct the roundabout
and the County accepted the Mills Open Space as a
replacement parcel, which is located along the Roaring
Fork River below the Brush Creek Park and Ride.
Easements and Agreements facilitating existing trail
connections
The connectivity of the trail network in this area is
supported by easements and agreements on the
adjacent S&J Investments property to the west and
the Golf Course Properties subdivision to the north.
The relevant easements that impact or connect to the
Moore Open Space are described below:
• Pitkin County Nordic Trail Easement (Reception
#274739). A 20-foot Nordic trail easement, held by
Pitkin County, through the Golf Course Properties’
subdivision provides a connection from Highway
82 to the S&J Investments property line. Summer
use is currently not authorized.
• Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Council Public Trail
Easement (Reception #575375) - This easement
provides 16-foot non-motorized trail access
for hiking, biking and Nordic skiing along the
southeast portion of the S&J Investments
Property, connecting the southwest boundary of
Moore Open Space to the southern boundary of
the private property where City of Aspen trails
link to the ARC, Iselin Park athletic fields and the
Tiehack Bridge (via the Iselin Park Recreation
Easement held by the City of Aspen, Rec.
#456437). The original easement was granted
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions

by Thomas Moore. Currently, the groomed
Nordic route does not follow entirely within the
established easement. The easement is used
primarily in the wintertime as a groomed Nordic
route, and sees limited bicycle use by pedestrians
and bicyclists.
• City of Aspen / S&J Investments License
Agreement (Reception # 655041) - S&J
Investments has granted the City of Aspen a
revocable license agreement that allows for
non-motorized uses including hiking, biking, ski
touring, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing on
the identified routes traversing the adjacent parcel
to the west. The current agreement was signed in
April 2019 for an initial three-year term with the
potential to extend for successive terms at the
Grantor/land owner’s discretion. Access from the
north is limited to the winter season when crosscountry tracks are set, which is consistent with the
easement to the north. Users are restricted to stay
within the designated winter or summer routes
and dogs are not permitted within the license
agreement areas. The agreement allows for
permitted skiing, running and biking special events
approved by the Grantor. Responsibilities for the
Grantee (the City of Aspen) are also outlined
including fencing, signage and maintenance.
Installing mounumentation delineating the
common boundary with Moore Open Space is also
the responsibility of the Grantee.

2.4 GEOLOGY / SOILS / HYDROLOGY
Moore Open Space is located within the historic path
of numerous glaciers that occurred in the Maroon
Creek Valley. Glacial till and glacial outwash deposits
dominate the surface geology. The glacial melting,
outwash and moraine deposition also accounts in
large part for the irregular rocky knolls and rolling
topographic features of the property.
The geology and soil structure of Moore Open Space
results in dry conditions. The small swales on the
property have a seasonal moisture supply that lasts
long enough to support some hydrophytic (waterloving) vegetation. On the northeast boundary of the
property, along Highway 82, Moore supports some
hydrophytic vegetation, including a small stand of
narrowleaf cottonwoods.

15

ater

Rd

Mountain

A

e
a

x

in
gl

Aj

S

e

e T
rac
k

[

Sc otties

C

0

R

Ra c et
rac k

Meadows Rd

ou
a t

ce

P in
e

ith

Lo

F l at s

Ok la
hom

WH
opk in
s P
s Av
ath
e
M
idla

Rd

Sm

St
True m

an

Ma
rolt

llam

O ffic

Tr
ai

E Ho
pk ins

Pl a

ek

WH
opk in

P os t

ne

E Ha

ouse

Ro u
nd

C

a

Ave

ater

AR

Rd

Villas

Cr
eek
M ar oon

e

Op

Pa

ark

Sin

A

Ajax

Wh e ler

P
jax

ee
k
Cr
oo
n
ds
M
ar

gh
lan

Mountain

A

n
spe

Dit c h

ve

eA
Ut

Hi

Rd

ps
Al

wl

und
T h e r Bo

Cl oud

Zoo
m

Cas
W
tle C
a te
reek
r P lant
Rd

Creek

Is elin

Ti
e hak

-

Pu

St

W

Maroo
n

Music Tent

Cr
e

n

M

a

Ute
Mea
dow
s

Rd
c cess
ilk

B utt erm

Rd
c e ss
Ac

u

ilk

t-B

u tterm

B

nm
en

b

Aj

a

x

Pa

[

id
t S

2,500 Feet

e
Sc otties

W

1,250

es

S

allam

e

rmilk
Butte

on

WH

Be

l

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Ute
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Moore Open Space

Ute

e

s

F l at s

ite
Lani W h

ten

i

y
pp

Ok la
hom

de
an
Gr

x
kE
r Cre e

e
Lit t l

x

0

er NL, Ordnance
Ute
ity

te
Hun

nd

C

Paved Path

[

ent
cT

Aj

Single Track- Summer Trail

si

A
rid RC
ge

Cre

t
en

Open Space (fee simple)
Park Land

a

tle
Cas

m
vern
Go

Bu
tt e
rm
ilk

Dit c h

ve

Wh e

ler

arden
Community G

al W
ad
eB

AR

e

an
rgm

Ter
r

ut

Marolt

l
spi ta
Ho

ummer Rd

G o ve r

hool
High S c

Ra
c etr
ac k

Mu

Moore
Open Space

an
rgm
BeM arolt

t te

a

ilk
rm

ck

Co

ur
se

2,500 Feet

o
Ri

s

Music
Ten
Mus As pen t
ic
Te
nt
acetra

1,250

tit
Ins

w
ado

G
ol
f

Meado ws Rd

Me

o
ro

ne
La

ite
Lani W h

y
ter

A

me
Ce

e k Chat fie
ld

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Ute
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Co
ur
th

es

Single Track- Summer Trail
Paved Path

Aj

and
Gr

W

Park Land

t te
Bu

id
t S

-A
AB

Open Space (fee simple)

ark

P
ax

e

lan

Cas
W
tle C
a te
ree
Burlin
r P lant
gamk Rd

Ma

ds
M
ar
oo
n

Cr
ee
k

W
o
Ri

Ajax

Wh e ler

Dit c h

n
spe

Re d e

ss

r

ve
eA
Ut

R

Old Stage

r
nte
Ce

ec t
o

F Gorge

e

nn

in
us
t B
por
A ir

wl

und
T h e r Bo

Rd

de
Gra n
Rio

d
kR
ree
Co
lC
Ow l Creek Ow rmil k
tte
Bu

Zoo
m

Cl oud

Moore Open Space Context

ps
Al

e
Lit t l

Map 2.

0

Aspen

<all ot
COUNTY

PITKIN

Location within Pitkin County.

Emma
Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL,
Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the
GIS User Community, Pitkin County

16

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions

°

0

11,2

2.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES / HISTORIC
STRUCTURES
Moore Open Space sits at a historic transportation
hub between Aspen and the communities up
Castle and Maroon Creeks. The western edge of
the property was used for potato cultivation until
the early 1970s. Remnants of a potato cellar can be
found on the southwest corner of the property. Some
livestock grazing may have occurred on the property
but only for brief and sporadic periods.

2.6 ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES AND
BIODIVERSIT Y
Vegetation
The native vegetation communities on the Moore
Open Space are part of a rich natural heritage. There
are a number of benefits provided by the native plant
communities that have been preserved on Moore
Open Space. These benefits include providing the
basic structure and energy base for the ecological
communities; supporting wildlife diversity with
shelter, food and nutrient cycling; and providing a
quality visitor experience with a diversity of plant
species. While the small hills and knolls of Moore
Open Space are generally comprised of a diverse
native plant community with tall shrublands, the
areas with deeper soils and gentler terrain were
likely cleared and plowed for agricultural or grazing
practices in the past. These historic land uses
introduced nonnative pasture grasses (smooth
brome, bluegrass and orchard grass) on significant
portions of the property. Soil disturbance also has
given way to several invasive weed species, which
were pervasive on the property when it was acquired.
Addressing the invasive, nonnative weeds has been
one of the primary management challenges and
significant progress has been made with annual
herbicide applications to control the prevalence of the
nonnative weeds since the property was acquired as
open space.

The Gunnison Mariposa Lily found on Moore Open Space.

A colorful array of wildflowers, sagebrush and grasses on the Moore
property.

The vegetation communities and resources, including
a complete species list, were evaluated during the
summer of 2019 (Appendix B) and are documented
in Map 3. The ecological communities that were
protected when the property was purchased persist
on the property today, while the management of
noxious weeds has improved conditions over time,
supporting more native plant diversity.
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions
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Map 2. Vegetation Types
Moore Open Space
Pitkin County, Colorado

Peak Ecological Services LLC
301 Boulder Canyon Drive
Nederland, CO 80466
info@peakecological.com
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The native mountain big sagebrush shrubland dominates the undulating terrain of Moore Open Space.

Rare Plants: There are no federally listed, Forest
Service or BLM Sensitive, or state-identified rare
plants occurring on the property.
Vegetation Communities: The undulating topography
of the property primarily supports tall and short,
mixed mountain shrublands intermixed with shrubgrass swales. A small woodland of narrowleaf
cottonwood mixed with pasture grasses occurs in the
northern portion of the property.
The small hills and knolls of Moore Open Space
represent a diverse native plant community
comprised of the tall shrublands: serviceberrysnowberry and Gambel oak-serviceberry. These tall
shrublands are similar in composition, with Gambel
oak predominating in the latter, which is fairly
common to Pitkin County, but is ranked as state
imperiled (S2) by the Colorado Natural Heritage
Program (CNHP). The serviceberry-snowberry
tall shrubland is less common and has only been
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions

documented in one other location in Colorado,
though it is not ranked by the CNHP. Common plant
associates in these communities include a number
of native graminoids or grasses and a diverse
layer of native forbs. The nonnative naturalized
Kentucky bluegrass is also prevalent in these plant
communities.
Two different mountain big sagebrush communities
were also identified on Moore Open Space. These
include the native mountain big sagebrush-snowberry
shrubland and a sagebrush-nonnative pasture grass
community. The mountain big sagebrush-snowberry
community once dominated the relatively flat areas
of the valley floor, which have been appreciably
declining in the Roaring Fork Valley and the American
West as these lands also represent prime areas for
development.
The sage-snowberry association supports a high cover
of snowberry intermixed with the sagebrush as well
as natives such as needleleaf sedge, needle-and19

thread grass, green needlegrass, lupine, arrowleaf
balsamroot, mule’s ears, lambstongue groundsel, and
numerous others. These sage-snowberry communities
generally have a high percentage of native plants
unlike the mountain big sagebrush ruderal shrub
grassland, which represents a nonnative vegetation
community comprised primarily of a variable cover
of sagebrush co-occurring with a dense cover of
smooth brome and/or crested wheatgrass. These
ruderal sagebrush communities likely represent
historic pasture or farmland that has been colonized
by sagebrush or may represent intentional eradication
of sagebrush in favor of pasture grasses. Numerous
old, dead sagebrush shrubs were observed in parts of
this community, which may be attributed to historical
attempts at intentional eradication or could be the
unintentional result of herbicide use for noxious weed
control.
Along the recreational trails that cross the property, a
20- to 30-foot-wide smooth brome ruderal grassland
complex occurs. These trails are characterized by a
grassy swath of non-native grasses, either smooth
brome or crested wheatgrass, with little else.

Non-native pasture grasses have replaced native vegetation in the
trail corridors on the property where the area is mowed in the fall
for Nordic operations.

Noxious Weeds: Addressing the noxious weeds
on the property was a primary management focus
of the 2001 Resource Management Plan. While
significant progress has been made, especially since
2010, several species of Colorado State listed noxious
weeds persist on the property, particularly along trail
corridors. The Moore property is one of the areas the
resource management team has been focused on to
control the spread of these weeds, which continue to
be treated annually.

Thistles have been treated with herbicide on Moore Open Space.

20
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RESTORATION EXPERIMENTATION AND EDUCATION

Over time, different strategies for weed
management have been tested to eradicate
weeds. In 2003, Open Space and Trails received
a grant from the Environment Foundation and
collaborated with Aspen High School science
classes on an ecological restoration study. The
study applied different management techniques,
including herbicide treatment, tilling and
reseeding, and cutting the vegetation on three
test plots and monitored the results over time.
The study showed that intensive herbicide
treatment produced the most success, and
tilling the soil to reseed was the least effective
management strategy.

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions
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WILDLIFE
The wildlife conservation value of Moore Open
Space (Moore OS) is largely due to its remaining
native plant communities described previously and
its adjacency to the ecologically significant Maroon
Creek Valley. Although it is not very large and is open
to limited year-round recreation, Moore OS provides
an important patch of native habitat in a heavily
developed area. In addition, the dominant plant
community on the property, mountain big sagebrush
shrubland, is particularly important to the wildlife of
the Roaring Fork Watershed. Sagebrush shrublands
are important to migrating and wintering Rocky
Mountain elk and mule deer and many medium-size
and small mammals. These relatively dry shrublands
are also very important to a suite of sagebrushdependent bird species. Although sagebrushdominated habitats do not support as high a diversity
of wildlife species as other habitats (e.g., aspen
forest, riparian forest), some of the most common
bird species are primarily restricted (as breeders) to
this habitat (e.g., Brewer’s sparrow) (Andrews and
Righter 1992, Rotenberry et al. 1999). The Gambel
Oak-servicebery plant community provides important
food, cover and structural diversity for local birds and
animals as well.

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM
Moore Open Space Natural Resource Surveys – Preliminary Wildlife Results
June 25, 2019
Page 9

Photo 5. Fresh mule deer pellets on north “trail-free” area of the property

Current Conditions / Inventory
Over the summer of 2019, a Colorado Wildlife Science
biologist completed natural resource surveys for the
property. The field surveys found that Moore OS
continues to provide wildlife habitat including species
known to be strongly associated with sagebrush
shrublands and Gambel oak mixed montane
shrublands. The property is also valuable for both
mule deer and elk and an array of smaller mammals.
The complete wildlife report is included as Appendix
C.
Rare, Threatened & Endangered Species: No
federally protected or state endangered or threatened
species are known or expected to occur on Moore
OS. No designated critical habitat exists for any
listed species within or adjacent to the property. The
property, however, provides suitable habitat for six
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) Species of Greatest
Conservation Need: band-tailed pigeon, Brewer’s
sparrow, fringed myotis, hoary bat, little brown
bat and Virginia’s warbler. All three bird species of
22

Photo 6. Heavy ungulate browse on Gambel oak at Moore OS

Top: Deer in the mountain big sagebrush shrubland habitat at
Moore Open Space. Middle: Heavy ungulate browse on Gambel oak
at Moore Open Space. Bottom: Deer in the winter on the Moore
property (December 2013).
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions

conservation concern (band-tailed pigeon, Virginia’s
warbler and Brewer’s sparrow) were detected on-site
in 2019.
MAMMALS
There are 38 mammals known or with the potential
to occur at Moore Open Space. There were forty-one
(41) detections of seven (7) mammal species during
the 2019 field work including: elk, mule deer, goldenmantled ground squirrel, least chipmunk, northern
pocket gopher, vole species, and Wyoming ground
squirrel.
Ungulates: The loss of winter and migration habitat
continues to be a serious problem for mule deer and
elk in the Roaring Fork Valley and the West. Moore
Open Space is important habitat for a resident herd
of mule deer that use Moore OS as part of a home
range that also includes the Maroon Creek riparian
area to its confluence with the Roaring Fork River
and onto the Burlingame/Deer Hill properties. These
deer use Moore throughout the non-winter months
to feed, socialize, rest and raise their young, with
fawns often seen on the property. All of the mule deer
and
substantially greater densities of mule deer sign
TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

were observed on the slopes above Maroon Creek
Road where topography and greater density of tall
shrubs obscures them from people using the trail to
the north. Although no mule deer were observed in
the northern “trail-free” zone, greater occurrences
of mule deer sign were found in this area than in the
center area between the trails.
Elk use Moore Open Space primarily as transition
range in the early spring and late fall. The findings
during the 2019 field work completed in June were
consistent with past observations, noting that elk
sign such as pellets was older, from the early spring
or previous fall, with no direct observations, beds
or tracks. There is no indication that elk calve, rut or
summer on Moore OS. Nonetheless, it is important
to preserve any lands that provide migration habitat
given that this habitat type is one of the principle
limiting factors for the elk herds of the Roaring Fork
Watershed.
Mammalian Carnivores and Bats: Although expected,
there were no direct or indirect observations of
American black bears, coyotes or red foxes during the
2019 field studies. Carnivorous or predator species

Moore Open Space Natural Resource Surveys – Preliminary Wildlife Results
June 25, 2019
Page 8

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES ON MOORE SUPPORT WILDLIFE

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM
Moore Open Space Natural Resource Surveys – Preliminary Wildlife Results
June 25, 2019
Page 10
Photo 3. Mule deer doe south of southern trail

As humans came to the Roaring Fork Valley, areas
like Moore Open Space offered the best prospects
for potato farms, hay fields and settlement. The
interspersion of mountain big sagebrush shrubland
with patches of Gambel oak-serviceberry
shrubland adjacent to cottonwood-spruce
riparian forest once dominated the valley floor
above Basalt. Most of the valley floor and other
places dominated by the sagebrush-snowberry
community, were converted for human use and
lost to residential and infrastructure development.
Moore OS encompasses a remnant of a oncecommon mosaic of habitat types in the Roaring
Fork Valley where a few small pockets of sagesnowberry persist and provide refuge for those
species that depend on it for some aspect of their
life.

Photo 7. Patch Gambel oak – serviceberry mixed montane shrubland habitat where a Virginia’s warbler was documented

Photo 4. Mule deer doe and yearling on southern portion of the property

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions
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are critical to maintaining the integrity of native
ecological communities. These species or their sign
were observed during the 2001 wildlife inventory. It’s
also important to note that although bat surveys have
not been done for Moore Open Space, a healthy bat
community is critical to nearly every ecosystem. The
2001 report notes that five bat species may occur on
Moore Open Space, based upon habitat affinity and
geographic distribution.
BIRDS
Sixty-seven individuals of 21 species of birds were
detected during the 2019 field work. These included
many species known to be tolerant of human
activity (e.g., black-capped chickadee, brownheaded cowbirds) but also a few species that are
more sensitive to human activity (e.g., green-tailed
towhee, Virginia’s warbler) and sagebrush shrubland
obligates or species which depend on the specific
vegetative community (e.g., Brewer’s sparrow).
Those species with more narrow habitat tolerances
(e.g., specific vegetation and/or high-quality habitat)
can be indicative of effective habitat. Considered a
sagebrush obligate, the Brewer’s sparrow is tightly
associated with sagebrush shrublands that have
abundant, scattered shrubs and short grass. In
studies of sagebrush shrubland habitat components,
Brewer’s sparrows are positively correlated with
sagebrush, shrub cover, above-average vegetation
height, bare ground, and measures of horizontal
habitat heterogeneity, and are negatively correlated
with grass cover. In contrast, green-tailed towhees are
strongly associated with mixed mountain shrublands
in Colorado. They breed in dry shrubby hillsides and
in sagebrush flats (Dobbs 2006). Twenty-one greentailed towhees were documented at Moore OS during
our survey.

Top: Female house finch in serviceberry. Bottom: Green-tailed
towhee at Moore Open Space.

The Brewer’s sparrow and Virginia’s warbler are
birds of conservation concern that were observed
in the 2001 inventories and that continue to
inhabit the Moore Open Space based on the
2019 inventories. These habitat specialists are an
indication that Moore, in its current state, provides
areas with effective habitat for some the human
sensitive species that biologists, ornithologists
and conservationists are most concerned about.
Sensitive bird species such as green-tailed towhees
and Virginia’s warblers were detected primarily on the
northern portion of the property where there are no
trails.
24
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2.7 EXISTING USES:
Moore Open Space plays an important role in the
upper valley’s summer and winter trail connections
and offers the community a place to enjoy nature and
the scenic views toward Pyramid Peak.
Winter Nordic Trails - The James E. Moore Trail is a
short, 3.2-kilometer Nordic loop with a connecting
trail to the High School, Iselin and Owl Creek trails.
Both the flat, connecting trail and loop wind through
the property’s sagebrush areas and are set with both
a classic and skate track on a medium-width platform.
No fat bike loop is currently provided on this property,
though some fat biking takes place on the designated
Nordic tracks, in violation of Nordic system rules.

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions

Top: The annual Nordic race and community event, the Owl Creek
Chase, crosses the Moore property on its way from Snowmass to
Aspen. Over 150 competitors typically participate on a course that
alternates between skate skiing and classic disciplines. Bottom: The
City of Aspen grooms the Nordic platform that loops around Moore
Open Space.

25

Summer Hiking/Mountain Bike Trails – When the
snow melts, Moore Open Space offers natural-surface,
singletrack trails in the same locations as the Nordic
loop, with 1.2 miles of trails. While a few people may
visit Moore Open Space as their primary destination,
it is more often used as a connector trail or as a
part of a longer route, with the primary, southern
trail receiving the greatest use. For mountain bikers,
the trail provides a link between downtown Aspen
and the Aspen Recreation Center, Aspen Highlands
and Tiehack/Buttermilk area and beyond, offering a
beginner-friendly singletrack experience.

Trail users exiting the Moore property on the western
edge are entering private property, where trail use is
restricted to designated routes, which connect to the
City of Aspen’s trail network at the Aspen Recreation
Center and the Tiehack Bridge. When Nordic tracks
are not in place, use on the adjacent S&J investments
property is restricted to the single, direct singletrack
route.

Mountain bikers use the south trail to connect between Aspen and trails to the west of the city.
26
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APPENDIX III. ADDITIONAL PHOTOS

Wildlife Viewing/Nature Appreciation – The property
provides passive recreational opportunities such as
bird and wildlife viewing, photography and nature
appreciation.
Dogs – The dog policy on Moore Open Space is
consistent with the regulations outlined in Title 12,
1.0 dogs
INTRODUCTION
which require
to be leashed at all times and
waste to be removed. Leash-required signs are posted
at all of This
the property’s
points.
rangers
reportaccess
should
beOST
considered
an update to the wildlife related sections of
patrol this area to ensure compliance. Dogs are not
Resource Management Plan (Lowsky et al. 2001). The wildlife conservation value
allowed during winter months or on groomed trails.

t
o
OS) is largely due to its remaining native plant communities and its adjacency t
Special / Commercial Uses – Moore Open Space does
Photo 8. Brewer’s
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valley.
not very
large
and
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not experience
significant
uses Although
(commercial it isA Brewer’s
sparrow
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Environmental
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area Golden
handful heavily
of special-usedeveloped
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Leaf, the(Map
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In addition,
theother
smaller events have used the trail network across
dominant
plant
Moore Open
Space.
community
on
the
property, mountain big
sagebrush shrubland, is
particularly important to
the wildlife of the Roaring
Fork
Watershed.
Photo 9. Mule deer doe in dense Gambel oak-serviceberry shrublands adjacent to Maroon Creek
Sagebrush shrublands are
Moore Open Space Natural Resource Surveys
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Colorado Wildlife
important to migrating and
Dogs must be leashed on Moore Open Space.
wintering Rocky Mountain
elk and mule deer and
many medium and small
Photo 1. Dog walker observed at Moore OS du
mammals. These relatively
xeric shrublands are also very important to a suite of sagebrush dependent bird
dominated habitats do not support as high a diversity of wildlife species as other
riparian forest), some of the most common bird species are primarily restricted (as b
Brewer’s sparrow) (Andrews and Righter 1992, Rotenberry et al. 1999).

2.0 LANDSCAPE CONTEXT, TOPOGRAPHY & CURREN

Moore Open Space is situated on the floor of Roaring Fork River Valley between th
Maroon Creek Road – Castle Creek Road roundabout and the Maroon Creek go
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Existing Conditions
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3. PLANNING PROCESS AND PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT

www.pitkinOSTprojects.com
Planning Timeline:

The current planning for Moore Open Space builds
off the existing Resource Management Plan for the
property, adopted by the BOCC and Open Space and
Trails Board in 2001. Updated vegetation and wildlife
surveys were completed for the property in the
spring and summer of 2019; the complete reports are
included as Appendices B and C. For the first phase
of Outreach, OST staff collaborated with the City of
Aspen Parks and Open Space staff on outreach days
for both the Moore and Marolt planning efforts. The
joint outreach efforts included an evening open house
at the Red Brick Center for the Arts on June 25th and
an on-site outreach event at Marolt Open Space on
June 26th. Staff also met with the Nordic Council, as
the only recreational use of the property in the winter
is Nordic skiing. During the Plan Development phase,
an online survey was promoted from June 24 through
July 12, 2019. In total, 65 survey responses were
collected offering input on the development of the
draft plan (Appendix A).

Draft Plan
Development

Moore Management Plan U

The timeline will continue t

June 24th, 2019: PUBLIC COMMENT OPENS
June 25th, 2019 4:30 - 6:30 pm

Open House @ Redbrick Dance Studio, Aspen

June 26th, 2019

Outreach day on-site

July 12th, 2019: PUBLIC COMMENT DUE
August 15th, 2019

Final
Plan

Draft Plan
Public Comment

Draft plan presented to the OSTB

August 20th, 2019: PUBLIC COMMENT OPENS
August 28th, 2019
Outreach day on-site

September 6th, 2019: PUBLIC COMMENT DUE

October 3rd, 2019

OSTB adoption of Final Plan.

Following the release of the Draft Plan, a second
public comment period was promoted to collect
community input from August 20th through
September 6, 2019. Staff hosted an on-site event on
August 28, collecting input on the plan in-person. A
total of 18 surveys/comments were received on the
Draft Plan from the in-person and online platforms.

PREVIOUS PLANS:
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1992 Use and Management Plan

2001 Resource Management Plan

The Use and Management Plan preceded the
formal acquisition of the Moore property and
was included in the resolution for the property’s
acquisition. This plan established the use of the
property as a “passive park” with year-round trails,
complementing the existing topography and flora.
Trail amenities such as benches or picnic tables
are allowed for under the plan. Irrigation on the
property, including the construction of ponds or
lakes, for the purpose of enhancing native plants
and vegetation, is permitted. Restricted activities
include commercial or residential uses and the
construction of any structure other than fencing
and trail-side shelters.

Building on the 1992 Use and Management Plan,
the Resource Management Plan established
the management objectives for the property
to “manage it first for its natural values and
secondarily for non-impactive recreational uses
such as interpretive trails, Nordic skiing, nature
appreciation, and education.” The plan’s action
items seek to perpetuate, restore and maintain the
high-quality native plant communities that support
native wildlife on the property, including noxious
weed management and protecting the connectivity
of the riparian corridor.
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3.1 PLAN DEVELOPMENT INPUT
OPEN HOUSE AND ON-SITE OUTREACH EVENT
Staff hosted two public events to gather feedback
on Moore Open Space. About 35 people attended
the Open House and 41 visited the booth during the
on-site event. The general theme from comments
was that people love Moore Open Space just as it is.
A few comments were received regarding additional
mountain bike trails or fat bike trails in winter months.
During the on-site event, a few people also requested
that dogs be allowed off leash on Moore OS. Open
Space and Trails also received one letter requesting
organic burial opportunities.
PARTNER AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
City of Aspen Parks and Recreation: The City of
Aspen Open Space Department is responsible for
maintaining the Nordic trail loop on Moore Open
Space. The City’s comment letter identified its interest
in working with the County on two future multi-use
trail alignments, including one along Maroon Creek
Road from the roundabout to the Aspen Recreation
Center and a second along the south side of Highway
82 (the north side of the Moore property), which
would extend from the roundabout to Buttermilk.
Additionally, the city would like to look at the
possibility of improving Nordic trail conditions with
some minor realignments, adding short sections of
trail, and/or planting trees to shade the platform to
maintain snow.

OST staff partnered with the City of Aspen for outreach events in
advance of the draft plan to collect public input on how people
currently use Moore Open Space and what they would like to see in
the future.

Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Council: The Nordic Council
submitted a comment letter that expressed the
value of Moore Open Space and its Nordic skiing and
snowshoeing connections. The council is interested
in continuing the ski/snowshoe-only designations
on the Moore property, which does not allow for fat
biking or dogs to utilize the trails in the wintertime.
The council is also interested in a future connector
section between the north and south trails which
would create a “figure 8” configuration, as well as
the possibility of adding several benches and picnic
tables.

Moore Open Space Management Plan | Planning Process
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ON-LINE SURVEY RESULTS
Staff received 65 survey responses to a four-question
survey, which included open ended responses about
users current use and concerns/considerations for
future management of the property. Roughly 40%
of survey respondents wanted to keep Moore Open
Space as it is today. Users love the views and the
natural habitat. Those who responded about biking
were split over liking the beginner-friendly bike trails
or wanting additional bike trail amenities. There were
requests to allow fat biking and dogs on the groomed
Nordic trail system. The full results are included as
Appendix A.

3.2 DRAFT PLAN INPUT
On-site Outreach Event and Online Survey
OST staff hosted an on-site outreach event on
September 6, 2019. Approximately 11 people filled
out the paper survey in-person with another four
individuals submitting comments through the online
option. The Survey asked the public to provide
their thoughts on the Draft Management Plan
and collected basic demographic information. The
public comments were generally supportive of the
direction of the Management Plan’s actions which
focus on maintaining the natural areas and current
trail connections. Some comments voiced an interest
in revisiting the dog regulations, either to allow for
some off-leash use or to allow dogs in the winter;
however, due to the wildlife needs and Nordic trail
requirements no changes to the action items have
been made. Public comments suggesting uses that
would cause additional disturbance to the vegetation
or introduce uses that are not permitted by the
restrictions in the purchase agreement are also not
reflected in the recommendations.
Partner and Public Comments
Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Council: The Nordic Council
submitted a comment letter with suggested edits
to the draft plan, including the addition of a Nordic
connection between the north and the south routes.
This trail connection is supported by Tom Moore, the
prior land owner who conveyed the property to Open
Space and Trails.
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S&J Investments (Adjacent Private Property
Owners): Comments were submitted from the
adjacent private property owners, S&J Investments.
The comments requested revisions to the document
to reflect the easements, license agreements, and
private property restrictions on the neighboring land
where existing summer and winter trails connect to
Moore Open Space.

How Respondents Use Moore Open
Space
How
respondents currently use Moore Open Space:
Bike

45%

Hike

17%

Walk

22%

Dog Walk

9%

Run
Scenic / Views

6%
3%

Ski / Winter Use
Summer

34%
3%

Summer / Winter

8%

Other

8%

Considerations for Future
Management
or Improvements
Considerations
for future
management or improvements:
Keep it as it is

40%

More Trails

6%

Keep the Mtn Bike Trails

6%

Trail Maintenance
More Dog Friendly
Continue Dog Restrictions

3%
6%
5%

Allow Fat Bike Use

8%

Pump Track

8%

Weed Treatment

3%

Other
N/A

13%
8%
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4. MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Moore Open Space is ecologically valuable as
the native plant communities provide important
habitat for local wildlife, birds and pollinators.
Surrounded on many sides by development, it
serves as a refuge for wildlife species that depend
on the mountain big sagebrush shrublands and the
Gambel oak-serviceberry shrubland habitats, and as
transition habitat for migrating elk and mule deer.
Maintaining habitat effectiveness with trail-free
areas is important to supporting bird and wildlife
populations. While some public comments offered
ideas to add uses or improvements to the property
and trails, the action items that follow seek to honor
the original intent of the acquisition, which called
for protection/conservation of the natural area and
a passive, nature- focused experience with trails and
educational opportunities.

4.1 BIODIVERSIT Y PROTECTION AND
MAINTENANCE
While there has been considerable improvement
over time with treatment of noxious weeds on the
property, the most substantial gains have occurred
over the last decade of more active management. The
2019 Vegetation Report documented the persistence
of noxious weeds both along the trails and in the
interior of the property. Rather than active restoration
efforts to recreate specific vegetation communities,
OST seeks to support the existing native plant
communities via adaptive management. This means
monitoring vegetation, wildlife and human use, and
the overall integrity of the property, and responding
to issues as they arise. Efforts may include minimizing

Butterfly in Moore grasses.
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future disturbance to maintain habitat effectiveness
and trying to curb invasion by non-native plant
species. Adaptive management is also the best
course in the face of shifting climatic conditions that
may introduce unforeseen threats to the ecological
integrity of this Open Space. Moore Open Space
serves as an important reference point in the Roaring
Fork watershed for how undeveloped sagebrush
shrublands at this elevation persist over time.

4.1.1 Continue Noxious Weed Management
and Enhance Native Vegetation
Integrated weed management techniques to contain
and reduce the extent and density of noxious weeds
on the property should continue. Recommended
methods include a combination of mechanical,
cultural, chemical and biological control, as conditions
warrant. Cheatgrass is a top priority for eradication on
this property while the infestation remains relatively
small in its distribution.
Care should be taken to ensure that the mountain big
sagebrush and other native vegetation is not affected
by treatment methods such as the application of
herbicides. Precautions should be taken to protect
wildlife, particularly nesting songbirds, which nest in
both shrub and tall grass habitat. To protect ground
nesting songbirds, herbicide application between
May 15 and July 31 should minimize equipment travel
across the property and favor careful application
using backpack sprayers where deemed necessary.
OST will maintain and improve habitat mosaics of
native vegetation with age-class diversity. Areas
where there is disturbance to vegetation or bare
ground should be reseeded with native seed mixes.

Dead mountain big sagebrush
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Pollinator habitat can also be enhanced in response to disturbance or to support recovery of existing bare
ground areas with seeding that includes a diversity of native forbs.
Estimated Start Date: Ongoing
Financial Implications: Included in annual weed treatment contract

4.1.2 Vegetation and Wildlife Monitoring
Periodic vegetation and wildlife monitoring is important to understanding the impacts of management
actions and adapting strategies to preserve/enhance the property’s open space values. OST will work
with on-call consultants to monitor the property every five years, utilizing the methods and transects
identified in the 2019 vegetation and wildlife reports to facilitate comparisons of the ecological health of
this area over time.
Estimated Start Date: Ongoing
Financial Implications: Approximately $15,000 every 5 years

4.1.3 Work with Adjacent Landowner s to Maintain/Enhance Open Space Values
As discussed in the Wildlife Report (Appendix C), Moore Open Space’s value for wildlife species is
tied to its connectivity with the Maroon Creek corridor through the adjacent private land to the west,
which is currently owned by S&J Investments. OST seeks to work with neighboring property owners on
weed management to minimize the seed bank that spreads to the property by wind and other means.
Additionally, when the private property is developed in the future, OST would like to work with the
property owners to maintain a viable wildlife corridor with connectivity to Maroon Creek.
Estimated Start Date: 2020
Financial Implications: None

A diversity of native vegetation and important habitats occur on the Moore Open Space.
32
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4.2 RECREATION
Moore Open Space was acquired with specific
requirements for passive recreation and maintaining
the land in a natural state, allowing for year-round
trails and educational opportunities. The existing
summer and winter public trail network seems to
have struck a balance between trail connections and
native habitat. Though the property is small, it does
support wildlife that depend on the specific habitat
that has been protected in this location. Maintaining
the effectiveness of the existing habitat by limiting
additional fragmentation or human influences is
important to the ecological health of the property.

Singletrack trails traverse the Moore property providing important
connection for biking, hiking and equestrians.

The most common theme from the public input was
that “less is more” and a desire from community
members to maintain the property in its current state
with winter Nordic use and singletrack trails. The
following Action Items support maintenance of current
routes through the Moore property while working with
the City of Aspen and the Aspen/Snowmass Nordic
Council on modest improvements to the internal
trail network and advancing the connectivity of the
paved trail network on the property’s perimeter.
Looking toward the future, adaptive management
can respond to changes over time that are within the
parameters of the original purchase agreement, such
The winter time Nordic loop on Moore Open Space provides “more
as accommodating future demand for picnic sites or
difficult” groomed Nordic skiing as a part of the larger system.
adjusting the allowed uses.
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4.2.1 Designated Nordic Routes – Use, Enhancement and Maintenance
Nordic ski use (including snowshoeing) is restricted to the designated Nordic routes highlighted on
Map 4. Foot, bike or dog use is not permitted on the groomed, winter trails through Moore OS. Any
changes to this designation should be evaluated by OST’s wildlife biologist and approved by the
Nordic Council and the Open Space and Trails Board.
Staff will work with the Nordic Council to tweak and improve trail platforms to increase the ability
to hold snow in the winter months during Nordic operations. This may include slight realignments in
order to create a platform that does not have significant solar exposure and include mowing trails in
fall and/or native plantings to shade the trail platform.
A small connector trail, as proposed by the Nordic Council to create a figure eight between the north
and south trails, is permitted for Nordic use (see Map 4). The specific alignment will be confirmed
with OST’s wildlife biologist and will be sited to minimize vegetation removal. No mowing of the
route is permitted; the connector is only to be utilized when there is a sufficient base of snow to be
groomed without mowing. No summer use of this connection is permitted. In the future, the Nordic
routes may need to be realigned to match the permanent easement location on the private property
to the west. Any realignment will require the reclamation of the old Nordic route.
Estimated Start Date: Ongoing
Financial Implications: None at this time.
Partners: City of Aspen Parks and Open Space, Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Council

4.2.2 Designated Singletrack Trail Routes – Use, Enhancement and Maintenance
All trail use is restricted to designated trail routes highlighted on Map 5. The routes highlighted
are for use outside of the Nordic ski season. Foot, bike, horse and leashed dogs are allowed on the
designated routes. No additional trail routes or connections are allowed through Moore Open Space.
The property’s singletrack trails were created from repeated foot and bike use along the mowed
winter Nordic routes. Minimal improvements to the drainage to ensure the trails are sustainable into
the future may be warranted. Minor realignments should be accomplished within the mowed area
of the Nordic operations to minimize impacts on vegetation and habitat and maintain a primitive,
natural trail experience. Any trail work should maintain the current trail character and experience and
be reclaimed with native seed mixes.
Estimated Start Date: Summer 2020
Financial Implications: None at this time.

4.2.3 Adjacent Proper ties’ Trail Easements

The trail connections provided on Moore Open Space are greatly enhanced by the trails that cross
the private property to the west. With the development of the S&J investments parcel in the future,
maintaining year-round trail connectivity is of paramount importance to the long-term vision for
the trail network connecting to the ARC, Tiehack and Aspen Highlands. The City of Aspen holds
a revocable trail license agreement with the adjacent private property owner to the west (S&J
Investments) to allow for winter and summer use across the private property, in addition to the
public trail easement that roughly parallels Maroon Creek Road on the south eastern portion of the
private property. The current agreement is for a three year term that can be renewed at the land
owner’s discretion. OST appreciates the private property owner allowing the public to traverse their
property and supports efforts to secure permanent trail access. OST will work with the City, Nordic
Council, and the private property owners to ensure connectivity of the winter and summer trail
system, which may require minor trail realignments on the Moore Open Space property.
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Additionally, the County
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through
the Golf Course
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Crown Mountain
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Course Properties Associates to understand if Park
theyTrail
are amenable
8.0 km to amending the
2-WAY
Nordic trail easement to reflect historic trail uses outside of the Nordic season. TRAFFIC

Until the uses of the City of Aspen’s license agreement and the County’s Nordic
Trail easement reflect historic non-Nordic trail use, non-Nordic use (hiking, biking
and equestrian) along the northern connector trail is not permitted. To clarify,
there is no legal public access from the neighborhood to the north unless a Nordic
trail is set.

Pu

LEASH
REQUIRED

NO MOTOR
VEHICLES

Estimated Start Date: 2020
Financial Implications: None at this time.
Partners: City of Aspen Parks and Recreation, Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Council,
Private Property Owners

The City of Aspen Parks and Open Space Department has also expressed a future
desire to connect a trail from the roundabout to Buttermilk along the south side
of Highway 82. It is anticipated that most of this trail will be located in the Highway
82 right-of-way, but small portions of Moore Open Space, near the roundabout ,
may be considered, if deemed necessary during design development.
Estimated Start Date: Maroon Creek Trail Planning - 2020, Construction - 2022,
South Side of Hwy 82 - TBD
Financial Implications: TBD
Partners: City of Aspen Parks and Recreation

4.3 EDUCATION, INTERPRETATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Interpretive opportunities, nature appreciation and education are uses and
values described in the 2001 Resource Management Plan for Moore OS and were
important values in the acquisition of the property. The property has been used in
the past by the school district and ACES for research and educational activities.

Additional use
regulations can be added
to existing sign posts at
the entryways to the
property.

4.3.1 Regulations and Enforcement
Moore Open Space is governed by the Open Space and Trails regulations adopted
in Title 12. The Title 12 regulations allow for management plans to provide for
more specific regulations when warranted and with BOCC approval. Because of the
ecological and wildlife values on Moore Open Space, visitors of all modes of travel
36
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Purpose: Used to mark the edge of a public fishing or
recreation easement.

The City of Aspen Parks and Open Space Department has expressed a future need
to realign the Maroon Creek/High School Trail, which currently traverses through
the Aspen School District campus. Not only is the current alignment difficult
for visitors to navigate, it is also not desirable to have a public recreational trail
passing through the school campus. Open Space and Trails will work with City of
Aspen Parks and Open Space in planning a trail that follows Maroon Creek Road
and utilizes the road right-of-way. It is not recommended to pave a trail within
Moore Open Space; however, if during the feasibility analysis, small portions of
the southern edge of the Moore property are needed to develop the trail, this use
can be considered. Additionally, the S&J Investments property owners should be
consulted during the planning and design phases to evaluate design alternatives as
the path continues to the south, paralleling Maroon Creek road.

4x4 SINGLE POST ASSEMBLY / DIRECTIONAL + RULES
Purpose: Used as a general reminder when needed such as:
where the trail may cross the road, fishing easements, Nordic
routes, and other discreet situations.

4x4 SINGLE POST ASSEMBLY / SINGULAR WARNINGS
Purpose: Used in specific locations where problems may occur.

6x6 SINGLE POST ASSEMBLY / DIRECTIONALS
Purpose: Used to at major trail intersections on hard surface
or dual surface trails.

SECONDARY OPEN SPACE SIGN
Purpose: Used to identify Open Space Properties that are
more discreet.

4.2.4 Maroon Creek Trail and South Side of Hwy. 82 Trail

(including foot, horse and bicycle) are required to stay on designated trails at all times. Any use found outside
of the designated summer and winter routes identified on Maps 4 and 5 will constitute a trespass, unless prior
approval is granted by Open Space and Trails.
Estimated Start Date: 2020
Financial Implications: None

4.3.2 Implement OST Sign Standards
The existing signage on the site includes the “dog leash-required” signage at the three portals to the property
and a primary open space sign along Maroon Creek Road. New primary open space signage is being installed
in the Fall of 2019 facing Highway 82. Additional signage should include regulatory signage with allowed and
prohibited uses, and simple signage about the wildlife habitat and the need to keeps dogs leashed and stay
on designated trail routes. The strategic use of temporary signage (sandwich boards) may also be used to
educate the public about seasonal wildlife use of the property such as mule deer fawning and rearing in the
spring (April 2 – June 21) when compliance with the regulations is especially important. The City of Aspen
is responsible for the seasonally placed signage for the Nordic trail system as well as the implementation of
a sign kiosk/trailhead at the southern boundary of the S&J Investments property as required in the License
Agreement. When the Nordic system signage is removed, there is an opportunity to replace it with OST signage
such as a trail map of the property.
Estimated Start Date: 2020
Financial Implications: $5,000

4.3.3 Educational Campaign
In coordination with ongoing Open Space and Trails educational outreach and campaign partnerships, staff will
work to incorporate messaging about the importance of respecting wildlife by staying on the trails and keeping
dogs on leash.
Estimated Start Date: Ongoing
Financial Implications: None at this time.

4.3.4 Interpretive Signage
It is important to educate users about the ecological value of this small but mighty open space. In the future,
a single interpretive panel may be located on the property. OST will work with the Nordic Council and the City
to identify a location that will not impede winter use and maintenance of the Nordic trails. The messaging
can promote public understanding about the significance of the mountain big sagebrush ecological complex
that has been protected and was once found throughout the Roaring Fork Valley, as well as the wildlife that
depends on the open space.
Estimated Start Date: TBD
Financial Implications: $3,000

4.4 COMMERCIAL AND SPECIAL USES
4.4.1 Commercial Use
No commercial use is allowed on the Moore Open Space, per the purchase agreement. Commercial use is
defined as use by a “for profit” entity.

4.4.2 Special Use
Special uses (such as nonprofit runs and rides, educational tours, school/club sports teams, research, etc.) are
allowed to use the trail/Nordic network on Moore Open Space. Applications will be considered on a case-bycase basis through the Pitkin County Open Space and Trails permitting process. Special uses shall have minimal
impact on the property and no aid stations or event infrastructure may be staged on Moore Open Space.
Moore Open Space Management Plan | Management Actions
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