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Project Need and Background: The 2012 Sky Mountain Park Management Plan was a product
of Pitkin County Open Space and Trails in collaboration with the Town of Snowmass Village and
City of Aspen Parks, Trails and Open Space. Preservation of the 2,400-acre park for future
generations of people and wildlife was a remarkable multi-jurisdictional and community effort
decades in the making. The 2012 Sky Mountain Park Management Plan, which followed on the
heels of an interim plan in 2011, established goals for wildlife protection, habitat improvement
and trail development.
Now, with many of those initial management actions completed or underway, and with a
decade’s worth of knowledge about use of the park by humans and its wild inhabitants, this
updated management plan once again draws upon the input and expertise of this partnership,
including the Park’s enthusiastic users, to ensure the ongoing protection and enhancement of
this special place.
The 2021 Management Plan update builds on past accomplishments and celebrates the
remarkable investments made to the Park. This process is an opportunity to collectively reflect
on management outcomes to date and consider the path forward in the face of current
conditions and trends. Sky Mountain Park, like all open space properties, is impacted by global,
regional and local trends such as climate change, increasing population and interest in outdoor
recreation, and changing technologies – trends that are expected to continue and that have
management implications. This plan reviews the current conditions and management approach
and guides the path forward, acknowledging adaptability as key to achieving management
goals.
Final Plan Development: Utilizing the existing conditions data, reports and public input, staff
compiled the 2021 draft management plan with updated action items and associated projects
that look to simultaneously advance multiple benefits to natural resources, recreation,
education, stewardship and maintenance. The draft plan was presented to the OSTB at its
August 19th meeting.
Modifications to the plan were completed by OST staff as directed by the OSTB prior to
releasing the plan for public comment. These included minor text edits throughout and the
inclusion of additional content aimed at increasing the plan’s legibility and transparency of
investment in the Park resulting from the plan. A plan summary was added to more quickly
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orient readers to the plan and present the management plan actions. An additional map was
prepared to more effectively communicate the Park’s focus on natural resource conservation
and its strategic location in the larger ecological landscape, demonstrating the Park’s
importance in preserving a meaningful amount of unfragmented wildlife habitat and open
space. Lastly, a range of anticipated investments associated with the management actions has
been provided.
Prior to its release to the general public for comment on September 17th, the draft plan was
presented to the Town of Snowmass Village Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation Board
(September 15th) and the City of Aspen Open Space and Trails Board (September 16th).
Additionally, staff presented the draft plan at the BOCC’s September 21st work session and
received support for the plan’s management actions. Following the one-month public comment
period, which ended on October 17th, all comments from the public and partners were
reviewed and summarized. It’s notable that over the course of the plan process, public
engagement was high: an interactive StoryMap built by staff was viewed over 2,150 times, the
initial online community survey collected almost 665 responses and public comments on the
draft plan were received from 139 community members.
Since the draft plan went out for public comment, the following actions have been updated:
Recreation Management Action 1 has been modified slightly following a site visit to review
feasible trail alignments for a climbing route from the Owl Creek/Aspen side of the Park. It now
reads “Construct an additional route as close as possible to existing trails and roads” to reflect
the intent to design an alignment as close to disturbed areas as possible.
Recreation Management Action 8 - In response to the public comments received on the draft
plan, clarifying language and a supporting graphic have been added to enhance public
understanding of the constraints to a Ditchline-to-Cozyline trail connection. One of the themes
in the comments on the draft plan from the mountain bike community was the request to
implement and expedite the construction of a Ditchline-to-Cozyline connection to facilitate
additional singletrack loop options. The modified text more clearly states that a trail alignment
that traverses the upper hillside is not recommended as it would significantly impact intact and
unfragmented habitat that is used by wildlife year-round, and would conflict with the Park’s
natural resource goals. Wildlife studies have been completed in this area and this
recommendation reflects the studies that have been completed for the property to date. The
habitat values in this area are the reason that the originally envisioned Ditchline Trail alignment
in the 2012 plan was realigned to connect back to Viewline Trail rather than climbing the ridge
to connect to Skyline. The added graphic illustrates the area of wildlife habitat and private
property currently impeding the trail connection. If collaboration with private property owners
results in the potential for a lower connection along the toe of the slope in the future,
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additional wildlife study would be necessary before a trail in would be pursued, but would
potentially be allowed due to the proximity to already disturbed areas.
Other edits in the plan include a summary of the public and partner comments received on the
draft plan and responses to some the comment themes that did not result in changes to the
management actions.
Next Steps:
Following adoption by the Open Space and Trails Board (OSTB), the plan will go back to the
TOSV POSTR Board (Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation) to seek its recommendation for
the Town Council to adopt the plan. If any changes are requested by the Town of Snowmass
Village staff will bring back those changes to the OSTB for consideration. Additionally, the plan
has been reviewed and endorsed by the COA Open Space and Trails Board.
RECOMMENDED OSTB ACTION:
Make a motion adopting the 2021 Sky Mountain Park Management Plan update.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. 2021 Sky Mountain Park Management Plan Update
2. Sky Mountain Park Management Plan Appendices

Sky Mountain
Park Management
Plan
NOVEMBER 2021 (ADOPTED X.XX.XXXX - RECEPTION #: XXXXXX, ORD #: XXX-XXXX)

PLAN SUMMARY
Sky Mountain Park is managed for natural resource
protection, recreation, agricultural heritage and scenic
value. The 2021 Management Plan update for Sky
Mountain Park (the Park) is a continuation of the 2012
management plan. The actions identified in this plan
seek to enhance the area's ecological integrity and
address recreation pressures. Many of the attributes
that make the Park such an important place to protect
are also what make it a popular place to recreate.
It is the intent of this management plan to promote
the long-term resilience of the natural ecosystem
through careful planning, ecological assessments,
habitat restoration and/or enhancement, and
adaptive management.
Trail-based recreation is a significant use and
new management strategies focus on ensuring all
users feel safe and welcome, and understand the
appropriate trail etiquette. Proposed improvements
continue to uphold the established mitigation
strategies such as seasonal closures and dog
restrictions, and seek to ensure that impacts to
biodiversity are minimized.
Adaptive management is an iterative process
that sets management actions and monitors
and evaluates results to inform adjustments to
implementation and respond dynamically to
changing recreation and ecological management
needs, changing climate and community values.

PARTNERS AND ROLES
Sky Mountain Park is a collection of open space
parcels owned by Pitkin County Open Space and
Trails (OST), the Town of Snowmass Village (TOSV)
and the City of Aspen Parks and Recreation (COA).
Pitkin County OST coordinates across jurisdictional
boundaries to manage the area cohesively.

PARK CONDITIONS
Sky Mountain Park is a large enough, semi-contiguous
area to provide effective habitat for many wildlife
species, from pollinators to large mammals, and
to maintain intact native plant communities. The
area includes several ridges, valleys and basins, and
supports a diversity of habitat types. The Park serves
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as an ecological refuge for plants and animals, as well
as an important movement corridor for wildlife.
Natural resource studies conducted since the
2012 plan show that current recreational use is
not negatively impacting natural resources within
the Park. Seasonal recreational use is restricted to
strategically located trails, and while the intensity
of use has increased, this has not led to an increase
in the areal extent of impact on natural resources,
and violations to seasonal closures remain minimal.
The natural resource action items represent a
continuation of current stewardship efforts, with
a focus on actions that promote biodiversity and
ecosystem resilience.
Recreational use of Sky Mountain Park reached its
highest levels in 2020, a year of unprecedented
outdoor recreation fueled by the Covid-19 pandemic,
with just over 79,000 passersby tallied on trail
counters. It is yet to be seen if this dramatic growth in
trail use will continue into the future.
According to feedback from an online survey, which
is consistent with camera data, the most frequent
way users experience the Park is mountain biking.
Interestingly, more than half of all users also report
that they bike or walk to access the Park instead of
driving, which underscores the Park as an accessible
recreation destination.
While Sky Mountain Park has a high rate of
compliance with the regulations that guide public
use, increased use has led to requests from the
community for additional safety and recreation
management actions. Many of the education and
outreach action items represent a continuation of
current safety and education efforts, with a focus
on actions that promote trail user etiquette and
broadening the outreach efforts and programming to
a larger cross-section of the community.
Community feedback supported maintaining a
limited number of events at Sky Mountain Park, which
is consistent with the current management approach.
Updated policies for commercial and special uses
represent a continuation of limited events on Pitkin
County's properties with clarification provided on the
number of events permitted annually and participant
caps.

PUBLIC OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS
OST developed an initial online survey, advertised from May 15 to
June 15, 2021, to understand general patterns of use at the Park, what
attributes are most valued, and what community members believe is
working well or in need of change. A total of 665 participant responses
were collected.
Survey respondents rate a typical visit to the Park with 4.5 stars. Beauty
and protection of scenic views and protection of wildlife habitat were
two of the most important attributes respondents felt that the Park
provides. Trail safety and user conflicts were also identified as important;
however, in the Park's current condition, many respondents felt this
attribute fell short of their expectations.
The major themes pulled from the survey include:

1. Designate Directional Trails to increase safety.
2. Address User Conflicts and safety.
3. Enhance Connectivity of trails system including interior loop trails

and ties to greater area trails system.
4. Educate users on trail etiquette and enforce rules.
5. Support Skills Progression for all ages and abilities from beginner to
advanced.

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN
This document tracks the acquisition history leading to the Park today
and describes the numerous accomplishments since the 2012 plan in
Section 1. Appendix B provides greater detail on the progress of the
2012 management actions. An update on the Park's current condition,
complete with references to relevant studies, is found in Section 2. In
Section 3, feedback from the community is summarized. Appendix C and
D contains the full engagement results.
Management Actions described in Section 4 emerged as a product
of background research, assessment of the current park conditions
and stakeholder input. This plan is a near- to mid-range planning tool
to budget for management actions to preserve this place for future
generations of people and wildlife. Section 5 provides an easy-to-use
matrix to measure progress in the years ahead.

QUICK FACTS
Total Open Space Acreage:
2401.7 acres
Trail Miles: 28
88% of Park trails are closed
seasonally from December
1 through May 15 for
protection of wintering
wildlife and many trails are
closed to dogs.
Access and Parking: Trail
access is via parking at
Buttermilk, Brush Creek Parkand-Ride lot and Snowmass
Village Recreation Center.
Years of acquisition: 19912019
Funding Partners: Pitkin
County Open Space and Trails
(OST), Town of Snowmass
Village (TOSV), City of
Aspen (COA), Aspen Valley
Land Trust, Great Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO)
Open Space Values: Wildlife
habitat, scenic views and
recreational trails spread
over a conglomeration
of open space holdings
centered in the Brush Creek
Valley.
For a complete list of Park
Rules, including regulations,
special-use and commercial
use policies, see page 50.
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Management actions will directly inform OST work plans over time and provide ways of communicating
achievements at Sky Mountain Park to the public, the Open Space and Trails Board and the Board of County
Commissioners. Management actions were developed based on background research, assessment of the
current conditions, progress made following adoption of the 2012 plan and community/stakeholder input.
Management actions are detailed in Section 4 of the 2021 Management Plan and the timing, partners and
anticipated implementation costs are found in Section 5.

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Passively maintain geomorphological integrity of Brush Creek in conjunction

NR.1 with beaver activity.

NR.2 Restore old ponds to riparian habitat.
NR.3 Improve "at-risk" riparian and aquatic resources.
Explore opportunities to increase or establish a buffer between trails and

NR.4 sensitive aquatic resources.
NR.5 Enhance old pasturelands with native sagebrush plant communities.

Continue mechanical treatment of mature Gambel oak to improve wildlife

NR.6 habitat.

Assess forest health across the Park and local landscape to identify priorities

NR.7 for future forest-health improvement projects.
NR.8 Control noxious weeds as required by the State of Colorado.

Key Updates
Natural Resource Management
Actions continue efforts to
protect and enhance wildlife
habitat and ecological
resilience, and build on
accomplishments since 2012.
Action 1.7 begins to look at
the Park's forest habitat types
in the context of a larger,
systemwide forest health
assessment.

Continue the elk hunting program/lottery at Sky Mountain Park with a

NR.9 modification to allow hunting from trails.

RECREATION MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
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R.1

Construct an additional route as close as possible to existing trails and roads to
separate uphill from downhill mountain bike traffic on Airline Trail.

R.2

Install airport observation area and interpretive display.

R.3

Formally designate Deadline Trail as a downhill-only mountain bike trail (no
hiking) and install signage/update OST maps.

R.4

Implement Park closure from dusk to dawn.

R.5

Review best management practices and use patterns from recreation providers
and land managers addressing user conflicts through separated-use trails,
directional trails, alternating-use days, and other strategies.

R.6

Install seating area made of natural materials at the top of Viewline Trail.

R.7

Implement a policy to mandate use of certified weed-free hay on equestrian
trails.

R.8

Monitor the potential to provide a lower singletrack connection between
Ditchline Trail and Cozyline Trail.

R.9

Acknowledge SMP in the context of greater, regional trail connectivity and work
with partners on future trail improvements.
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Key Updates
Following significant
investments in the trail
network over the last 10 years,
Recreation Management
Actions seek to address user
conflicts and safety concerns.
Actions 2.1 directs
construction of an additional,
directional trail.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
EO.1 Implement a trail safety and etiquette campaign.
EO.2

Provide interpretive signage to communicate restoration and habitat
improvement projects.
Increase joint coordination of OST notifications via text messages and emails

EO.3 related to events.
EO.4

Coordinate public education opportunities such as birding hikes and other
natural resource tours with RFC, ACES or similar groups.
Encourage use of the Park among under-represented user groups and members

EO.5 of the community.

Key Updates
Education and Outreach
Management Actions increase
OST trail safety efforts.
Action 3.5 supports outreach
campaigns and public tours to
increase diversity/inclusivity.

AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Cozy Point South will continue to be managed by the City of Aspen's Cozy Point

AG.1 Ranch lessee. Responsibilities include irrigation, crop production (currently hay)
and noxious weed control.

MONITORING AND STEWARDSHIP ACTIONS
MS.1

Continue to support Aspen Global Change Institute (AGCI) monitoring stations.

MS.2 Explore water-quality testing data and needs along Brush Creek.
Monitor aspen forest health and consider options to promote regeneration in

MS.3 declining aspen stands as needed.
MS.4 Project-specific monitoring, pre- and post- intervention.

Maintain and improve collaboration with area natural resource managers and

MS.5 private landowners.

Implement routine resource monitoring for wildlife, vegetation, riparian and

MS.6 wetland resources.
MS.7 Continue to monitor recreational use.

Key Updates
Many Monitoring and
Stewardship Management
Actions are continued from the
2012 plan.
Action 5.6 incorporates
OST data protocols
for methodology and
recommended monitoring
intervals.

MAINTENANCE ACTIONS
M.1

Bi-annual maintenance of all singletrack trails including, but not limited to: corridor trimming, sightline improvements,
drainage improvements, signage replacement/updates and other miscellaneous trail-related needs.

M.2

Provide necessary maintenance to the existing, overgrown equestrian and hiking loop trail on Upper North Mesa.

M.3

Remove old pump infrastructure and electric when no longer needed, and remove old, broken sprinkler heads from
pasture.

M.4

Annual maintenance of all paved trails including, but not limited to: mowing of trail edges, sweeping, crack-sealing,
volcano removal, signage replacement/updates and other miscellaneous trail-related needs.

M.5

Bi-annual maintenance of soft-surface trail (shoulder of Brush Creek Trail and pasture section of Cozyline Trail) including,
but not limited to: grading, compacting and adding more crusher fine material on an as-needed basis.

M.6

Provide necessary maintenance of all open space signage in and around the Park. Any new signage will follow the 2014
Pitkin County OST Signage Design Guidelines.
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PITKIN COUNT Y OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board of Trustees is to
acquire, preserve, maintain and manage open space properties for multiple
purposes including, but not limited to, recreational, wildlife, agricultural,
scenic and access purposes; and to acquire, preserve, develop, maintain and
manage trails for similar purposes.
The Pitkin County Home Rule Charter provision authorizing the Open Space
and Trails Program defines open space and trails as follows:
“Open Space” shall be defined as primarily undeveloped lands and waters
which meet one or more of the following criteria: Within public scenic view
planes; bounding or within urbanized areas; incorporating or protecting
significant wildlife habitat; preserving historic agricultural and ranching
activities; protecting riparian or wetlands areas; protecting other public
lands from the impacts of development, and preserving cultural, historic,
and archaeological resources lying within properties which are otherwise
acquired for their customary Open Space characteristics.
“Trails” shall be defined as access ways, either separate from or within
County and State Road rights-of-way, meeting one or more of the following
criteria: preserving historic routes of ingress and egress to public lands and
waterways; providing access to and from recreational or urban destinations;
providing transportation or recreational opportunities throughout the
Roaring Fork Watershed.
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PITKIN COUNT Y HOME RULE CHARTER
AND 2011 PITKIN COUNT Y STRATEGIC PLAN
The Pitkin County Strategic
Plan identifies three core Focus
Areas: “Flourishing Natural
and Built Environment,” “Livable
and Supportive Community” and
“Prosperous Economy.” The goal is
for the three Focus Areas to work
together to achieve the county’s
vision and mission.

The Sky Mountain Park
Management Plan fits with
the Strategic Plan in various
aspects:

FLOURISHING NATURAL AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Success Factor 1: Conserved natural resources and environment
Sky Mountain Park is the largest open space property that conserves and seeks to restore important natural
resources and wildlife habitat between Snowmass Village and Aspen.
Success Factor 2: Responsibly maintained and enhanced county assets
This plan update builds upon actions identified following the property's acquisition, focusing on stewardship
and maintenance, as well as safety improvements.

LIVABLE AND SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY
Success Factor 4: Access to recreation, education, arts and culture
Actions support continued access to trails and new educational partnerships to support and expand access to
SMP to a larger cross-section of the community.

PROSPEROUS ECONOMY

Success Factor 4: Responsible and accountable stewardship of County assets.
OST strives to maintain and enhance the health, function and resiliency of the natural resources and
ecosystems of Sky Mountain Park
Sky Mountain Park Management Plan | ix
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Sky Mountain Park Management Plan (2012)
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FOREWORD
A decade ago, the heart of Sky Mountain Park
made its public debut. The prominent ridgeline
between the Brush Creek and Owl Creek
valleys – a place that had, for generations, been
accessible only to a lucky few – opened to the
general populace with great fanfare. Visitors
on foot, bike and horse made the journey to
the ridge to experience the spectacular vistas
that inspired the Park’s name.
The rest, as they say, is history, but it is a history
that is still being written.
After the acquisition of the ridgeline from the
Droste family at the close of 2010, the 2012
Sky Mountain Park Management Plan plan
was created collaboratively with staff from all
three jurisdictions (Pitkin County, Aspen and
Snowmass Village), the public, Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, and ecological consultants. The
2012 Sky Mountain Park Management Plan,
which followed on the heels of an interim
plan in 2011, established goals for wildlife
protection, habitat improvement and trail
development.
Now, with many of those initial management
actions completed or underway, and with a
decade’s worth of knowledge about use of
the park by humans and its wild inhabitants,
this updated management plan once again
draws upon the input and expertise of this
partnership, including the Park’s enthusiastic
users, to ensure the ongoing protection and
enhancement of this special place.
This plan addresses Pitkin County’s property
interests within a greater assemblage of the
Sky Mountain Park parcels – roughly 2,400
acres in all – that was some 20 years in the
making before the 2010 acquisition of the
ridgeline brought the disparate properties
together as Sky Mountain Park.

All images in the Plan are credited to Pitkin County Open
Space and Trails (OST) unless otherwise noted.

The colors of Sky
Mountain Park in the fall.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 HISTORY
The purchase of 845 acres at the heart of Sky
Mountain Park in late 2010 opened a new chapter for
a collection of properties with a history that predates
the arrival of Aspen's first pioneers.
The first prospectors came to the upper Roaring Fork
Valley in 1879 in search of silver. Almost all of them
arrived from Leadville, Colo., via Independence Pass.
The mining camp that would become Ute City and
then Aspen was temporarily abandoned during the
winter of 1879-80 in anticipation of trouble with the
Utes, but settlers returned from Leadville in earnest
the following spring.1
These settlers looked to stake their claims in a
place that had once been part of the Ute People’s
far-ranging lands for more than 800 years as they
followed the seasonal migrations of wild game.
Ute summer camps were still located throughout
the Roaring Fork Valley when prospectors arrived
in the upper valley in 1879, according to the Aspen
Historical Society. “Thunder River” was reportedly
the Ute name for the Roaring Fork River and the Elk
Mountains were the “Shining Mountains.”
Though knowledge of how the Utes lived during their
time here is limited, their incremental removal from
western Colorado through a series of treaties and
concessions that forced the Utes into ever-smaller
territories is well documented. In 1881, the White
River and Uncompaghre bands of the Ute People
were forcibly removed to reservations in eastern
Utah.
Meanwhile, early pioneers who didn't toil in area
silver mines settled the upper valley and established
a patchwork of farms and ranches that reached to
present-day Snowmass Village.
Barely more than a decade after the rush began,
Aspen’s mining economy was on the decline. Farmers
and ranchers who had been supporting the miners
became economically prominent and a small-scale
farm and ranch economy developed. Parcels of land
in the Brush Creek and Owl Creek valleys exemplified
the rich farming and ranching history of the Roaring
Fork Valley through the first half of the 20th century.
1
4

Rocky Mountain Sun, July 9, 1881
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The original land patent maps of the region
encompassing the Park show land ownership in a
much different configuration than what existed by the
time Pitkin County, the Town of Snowmass Village and
City of Aspen were acquiring parcels as open space. In
fact, more than 30 different land patents were issued
in the area, some in what is now part of the Park.
A handful of homesteaders claimed ownership from
the federal government beginning in the 1880s
through the Homestead Act followed by early land
purchases in the 1890s, beginning with Cozy Point
Ranch. In the 1930s the Stock Raising Homestead
Act, which allowed ranchers to privatize lands
deemed to be of no value except for livestock grazing
and growing of forage for cattle, was used to claim
ownership of lands that are now part of the Upper
North Mesa.
The lives of these pioneers were marked by triumph
and tragedy, harvest and heartache. The stories of
their exploits, in some cases, have been lost over
time. The mosaic of ranches grew to include secondgeneration pioneers – ranch kids who, as young
adults, sometimes married neighboring ranchers’
sons or daughters and then took over a family farm or
acquired another nearby spread.
A brief history of the prominent area ranching families
is included in Appendix A.
Many properties remained in the hands of a
succession of ranching owners until dreams of
a ski resort at Snowmass emerged in the 1960s.
Snowmass-at-Aspen opened in 1967 on a mountain
where flocks of sheep once grazed amid the aspens.
A decade later, the Town of Snowmass Village was
incorporated. By the 1990s, escalating development
pressures led to the first efforts by Snowmass Village
and Pitkin County to conserve some of the remaining
open lands ringing the town. Those endeavors
intensified in the 2000s, culminating with the joint
acquisition of the Droste property – roughly 845 acres
at the heart of it all and the missing link that made
the Park a reality (see page 9 for timeline).
The Droste property, originally some 1,300 acres
that included land on both sides of Brush Creek
Road, was acquired by the family in 1963. The ranch
encompassed much of the valley floor along Brush
Creek as well as the undulating hills stretching up
to the ridge above the valley’s south side. Albert

A drill rig appeared briefly in the Brush Creek Valley in 1957.
Source: Aspen Historical Society

NO GUSHER HERE
A drill rig appeared alongside Brush Creek Road in 1957, but the attempt to tap oil and/or gas was
apparently unsuccessful.
It was the first oil and gas well ever sunk in Pitkin County. Two business partners were behind the
attempt, while the drilling was done by Utah Southern Oil Company. Utah Southern geologists hoped
to find gas and/or oil about 3,500 feet below the surface in what was known as the Carbondale basin,
according to the Aspen Daily Times.
Werk Cook owned the land being drilled at the time, the newspaper reported. Cook later sold his ranch
to the Droste family and much of the Drostes’ property eventually became Sky Mountain Park.
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and Mary Elizabeth Droste purchased the ranchland
after selling about 120 acres on Red Mountain near
Aspen, where they leased part of their land for a
sheep operation. Aspen had been “discovered” after
President Kennedy’s election in 1960 (the Kennedy's
were visitors to Aspen), prompting the relocation,
eldest son Peter Droste recalled.2

GETTING COZY AT COZY POINT
According to a U.S. Geologic Survey quadrangle
map, the name Cozy Point refers to the top of
the steep, shale bluff bordering Hwy. 82 just
south of Brush Creek Road, on what is now part
of Sky Mountain Park. But just how did the spot,
now known simply as Shale Bluffs, wind up with
a moniker that lives on in the names of Cozy
Point Ranch and Cozy Point South, the two open
spaces bordering the Hwy. 82/Brush Creek Road
intersection? The answer is revealed in the book
“Aspen: The Quiet Years” (Daily and Guenin,
1994, p. 387).
The book quotes Ellamae Huffine Phillips
explaining the origins of Cozy Point:
“A long time ago, down by Shale Bluffs, there
used to be a tunnel. That was the railroad. The
Midland was running and the Rio Grande was
running, too. I have to tell you why they call it
the Cozy Point. There was a tunnel along that
shale. The boys would get their girlfriends and
buggies – we didn't have anything but wagons.
If you had a car, you were rich. So, they would
get together and a bunch of them would go in
that tunnel and smooch. They would drive their
buggies in. That is how it got the name Cozy
Point. Trains didn't run at night.”
Incidentally, Brush Creek ranchers regularly rode
the Midland Railroad in and out of Aspen, as no
road existed on the highway’s alignment until
after the Midland abandoned the line in 1919.
Photo caption: The road cut midway up Shale Bluffs in this circa 1925
photo was, at one time, the Midland Railroad corridor. A railroad tunnel
at the bluffs gave rise to the name Cozy Point, as couples got “cozy”
inside of it. Source: Aspen Historical Society
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The Drostes, friends with Chicago industrialist Walter
Paepcke, had come west from Chicago at Paepcke’s
urging, according to son Bruce Droste.3 Paepcke is
credited with helping turn Aspen into a cultural and
skiing mecca. With their sons grown and gone, the
Drostes initially purchased a condo in Snowmass
Village for their residence after leaving Red Mountain,
but Bruce constructed a caretaker residence at the
ranch to serve as their home in the early 1990s. He
now calls it his part-time home.
Werk Cook, who sold his land to the Drostes, ran
sheep among his ranching pursuits. Cook’s 1908
home, built with kit construction, still stands on the
inholding of property in Droste ownership. An old
barn and other outbuildings remain, as well.
After their purchase, the Drostes leased the ranch to a
couple of outfitting operations that offered horseback
rides to the ridge and into the wilderness. Pioneer
Springs Ranch and then Snowmass Stables were
based at the property.
What came next could have been far different from
the publicly owned open space that exists today.
In 2009, Pitkin County commissioners approved
a plan for nine large homesites along the ridge,
requiring a 3-mile paved road up the hilly terrain to
reach them. Ironically, the development approval
established a starting point for discussions of an open
space acquisition that were not possible while the
development potential on the property, and hence its
value, remained unresolved.
Sixteen months later, at the close of 2010, open space
officials were toasting (literally, at an Aspen watering
hole) the largest single open space deal in the
community’s history. The multi-million-dollar vistas
from Skyline Ridge would belong to everyone.4

2
3
4

The Aspen Times, Aug. 4, 2010
Interview, April 9, 2021
The Aspen Times, Dec. 30, 2010

1.2 ACQUISITION BACKGROUND
In 1990, Snowmass Village (TOSV) acquired its first
tracts of public open space in the west end of the
Park. Five years later, Pitkin County Open Space and
Trails (OST) and City of Aspen (COA) Parks and Open
Space each made their first contributions to this yetunfocused joint vision. Over the next two decades,
continuing acquisitions protected the entrance and
bookends of the ridge. The 3-mile-long midsection,
however, was still held in private hands and had
been approved for residential development with a
3-mile, paved access road. Few members of the public
realized what was about to be lost, as hardly anyone
had ever been there.
During the summer of 2010, Pitkin County Open
Space and Trails made a last-ditch effort to secure the
entire ridge – the 845-acre capstone of what would
become the Park. By late fall, the county had worked
out a $17 million purchase – the most daunting price
in Open Space and Trails history up until that point.
Public partnerships were forged quickly through
guided trips for local and state officials, a promotional
video, a special election to secure voter support in
TOSV, and a prompt and gracious private campaign
supported by Aspen Valley Land Trust (AVLT).
Through tireless work in building public awareness
of the ridge’s extraordinary beauty, $5,846,555 was
raised in a matter of a few months ($2.5 million
from Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO), $2 million
from TOSV, $1 million from the COA and $365,880
in private donations. Ultimately, Pitkin County put
$11,134,120 into the dramatic purchase. Never before
had the collective will of Pitkin County, Snowmass
Village, Aspen and the State of Colorado been united
by such a large common cause in such a short time.

1.3 PROPERTIES AND EASEMENTS
PITKIN COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
Seven Star Ranch I
Year of Acquisition: 1995
Acreage: 141.9 acres in fee
Purchase Price: $1,600,000. Included a conservation
easement (CE) on the adjacent 60.3 acre Seven Star
Ranch parcel now owned by TOSV.

Droste II Conservation Easement
Year of Acquisition: 1999
Acreage: 64.1-acre CE held by TOSV and OST. The
original easement encompassed 503 acres, with 421
acres later acquired in fee simple.
Purchase Price: $7,500,000. TOSV and OST acquired
the parcel from Brush Creek Ranch. TOSV negotiated
this acquisition to protect the valley floor, and passed
a bond to fund its portion of the purchase.
Purpose: Protect conservation values on remaining
CE, including portion of a critical elk migration
corridor, on a privately held parcel bordering the Park.
It requires reclamation and restoration of hayfield,
pasture and natural area. No public access.
Seven Star Ranch II
Year of Acquisition: 2004
Acreage: 230.5 acres
Purchase Price: $5,345,000 with assistance from a
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) open space grant.
Conservation Easement: A conservation easement
to the benefit of Aspen Valley Land Trust overlays the
property. The CE purpose is to preserve and protect
the conservation values of the property, including
open space character, wildlife habitat and scenic
qualities. Passive recreation and restoration of historic
structures is permitted. Restrictions include: change
or disturbance to habitat; construction of structures
and changes that increase risk of erosion; grazing of
livestock except to control noxious weeds; erection
of communication facilities; and, lighting except at
bicycle trail crossing of Brush Creek Road
Sky Mountain Park [Droste]
Year of Acquisition: 2010
Acreage: 845.8 acres
Purchase Price: $17 million. A partnership of OST,
COA, TOSV with funds from GOCO and private
donations.
Conservation Easement: Wapiti Ridge Conservation
Easement held by Aspen Valley Land Trust.
Supersedes prior Droste Ranch II conservation
easement on portions of conserved property. The
CE purpose is to ensure property remains in its
scenic, natural and open space condition, subject to
permitted agricultural and limited public recreational
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use. Restrictions include: placement of structures,
landscaping, utilities, and roads; Water rights cannot
be used for commercial, industrial or municipal
purposes or other new uses, or sold/separated from
property. Industrial activity is prohibited; commercial
activity must comply with easement; and, no
recreational motor vehicle use. Non-motorized public
recreation such as hiking, mountain biking, horseback
riding, cross-country skiing and hunting are permitted.
Cozy Point South
Year of Acquisition: 2005
Acreage: 131.9 acres
Purchase Price: $2,750,000 with funding from GOCO,
TOSV and COA.
Conservation Easement: The property is encumbered
by a conservation easement held by Aspen Valley
Land Trust. The CE purpose is to preserve and protect
the conservation values of the property, including
open space character (including agriculture), wildlife
habitat and scenic qualities. No activity inconsistent
with protection and preservation of conservation
values is permitted.
Skybeam Ranch Conservation Easement
Year of Acquisition: 2019 (co-held by OST and City of
Aspen).
Acreage: 25.6 acres
Purchase: Acquired from the Bryan and Emily Kelln
Family Trust as part of the subdivision of Skybeam
Ranch.
Purpose: Held by OST and City of Aspen. The CE
purpose is to preserve the natural, ecological, wildlife
habitat, open space and scenic values of the property.
Restrictions include: construction of any structure;
subdivision of the property; motorized recreational
use; and recreational improvements, except the
construction of seasonal hiking and biking trails.

TOWN OF SNOWMASS VILLAGE
Upper North Mesa
Year of Acquisition: 1991
Acreage: 634.1 acres
Purchase: Acquired property from Snowmass Land
Company in conjunction with development approvals
for the Horse Ranch Subdivision.
8
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Hidden Valley
Year of Acquisition: 1994
Acreage: 210.6 acres
Purchase: Acquired property from Snowmass Land
Company in conjunction with development approvals.
Seven Star Ranch
Year of Acquisition: 2013
Acreage: 60.3 acre parcel, between Upper North
Mesa and Seven Star Ranch I properties, fills in a
crucial gap within the open space north of Brush
Creek Road.
Purchase Price: $10 purchase from Tom Schliem,
trustee, for parcel already encumbered by a
conservation easement held by OST.
Conservation Easement: Seven Star I Conservation
Easement held by OST. The CE purpose is to protect
and preserve natural habitat and scenic/open space
values, including historic elk migration.

CITY OF ASPEN
Burlingame Ranch West
Year of Acquisition: 2003
Acreage: 56.9 acres
Conservation Easement: A conservation easement
to the benefit of Aspen Valley Land Trust overlays
the property. The CE purpose is to assure property
will remain predominantly in its open space,
natural habitat and recreational condition. Change,
disturbance, alteration or impairment of the natural
habitat is prohibited.

VIEW PROTECTION
PARTNERSHIP
In 2004, OST, Pitkin County, TOSV and COA
partnered to stop the installation of an aboveground transmission line in the Brush Creek
Valley. Holy Cross Energy proposed 90-foot
towers on the lands that the agencies later
conserved. Holy Cross ultimately installed an
underground line, preserving the scenic value of
the corridor.

MILESTONES
1991

Upper North Mesa 634 acres acquired
by TOSV and trails opened to public
access

1994

Hidden Valley 211 acres acquired by
TOSV

1995

Seven Star Ranch I 145 acres in fee and
60 acres under conservation easement
acquired by OST

1996

Droste I Conservation Easement OST
acquires 99 acres in its first attempt to
protect the Droste Ranch.

1999

Droste II Conservation Easement
503 acres of the Brush Creek Ranch
acquired by OST and TOSV (421 acres
later acquired in fee simple)

2004
2005

Seven Star II 231 acres acquired by OST

2006
2010

Brush Creek Trail constructed by OST

2011

Sky Mountain Park opened to public
access

2012

Sky Mountain Park Management Plan
adopted

2013

Seven Star Ranch 60 acres under OST
conservation easement acquired by
TOSV

2014

Burlingame Ranch West 57 acres
acquired by COA

2019

Skybeam Ranch 25.6 acres acquired by
OST and COA

2021

Sky Mountain Park Management Plan
update

Cozy Point South 132 acres acquired
by OST
Sky Mountain Park [Droste] 846 acres
acquired by OST, COA and TOSV
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1.4 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
This plan update builds on past accomplishments and celebrates the remarkable investments made to the
Park since the first plan, prepared in 2012. The initial plan set forth management actions for nine topic areas,
which have been consolidated in this effort to five: natural resources; recreation; agriculture; outreach and
education; monitoring and stewardship; and maintenance. See Appendix B for full status of 2012 Management
Plan Actions. With many of the management actions complete or underway, an update to the conditions of
Park are further detailed in Section 2.

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS
NATURAL RESOURCES
□ A seasonal closure to all recreational use has
been established from December 1 – May 15.
Exceptions to this closure are Highline and Lowline
trails.
□ 105 acres of overly mature Gambel oak were
mechanically treated to mimic natural fire
disturbance. The result is greater age class
diversity across the landscape with improved
vegetation health, and more palatable forage
for elk and mule deer, bears and small mammals
within the treated area (see page 30 for project
update).
□ Elk hunt has effectively prevented a refuge effect
and associated overbrowsing of vegetation within
the park.
□ Noxious weeds, while present, are being
controlled and the oak mastication treatment
areas are relatively free of noxious weeds (see
page 29 for project update).
□ Silverleaf milkvetch, a state critically imperiled
species that is found in the Park, is healthy and
has not been adversely affected by new trails.
□ A beaver deceiver was installed to protect
irrigation infrastructure without negative impacts

on beaver and beaver populations
□ Plans were prepared and implementation is
underway to restore two old agricultural ponds to
native riparian habitat, and the adjacent former
agricultural pasture back to native grass and
shrublands (see page 31 for project update).
□ Seven Star I was considered for a trail in the 2012
Plan, but subsequent decisions kept this a trailfree area for the benefit of wildlife.

MONITORING AND STEWARDSHIP
□ Avian monitoring is conducted every 3-5 years,
with statistical analysis and reporting every 10
years. The next report will be released in 2022.
□ Mammal survey results confirm the effectiveness
of the habitat treatments and the successful
management of multiple uses of the property.
□ Targeted studies of aspen stands were completed.
Only four of 17 stands showed significant decline
and were assessed for potential intervention.
□ A geomorphological assessment on lower Brush
Creek indicated little evidence of degraded
channel form or sediment dynamics negatively
impacting the watershed health, functional
riparian communities or infrastructure.
Oak treatment interpretive sign.

Seasonal closures.
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Beaver Deceiver

Legend

Map 2. Natural Resource, Stewardship
and Monitoring Accomplishments
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Map 3. Parcel Acquisition
and Recreation Achievements
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A TOTAL OF 16.7
MILES OF NEW,
SINGLETRACK
TRAILS HAVE BEEN
CONSTRUCTED
SINCE 2012.

RECREATION
□ Skyline Ridge Trail was realigned to provide more sustainable grades.
□ The 1.8-mile Airline Trail replaced Radar Road to connect to the
Skyline Ridge Trail.
□ The 2.7-mile Cozyline Trail climbs to the ridge from the east end of
the Brush Creek Trail.
□ The half-mile Cozy Pony Loop Trail provides a short equestrian loop.
□ Butterline links Airline Trail to Buttermilk via a 1-mile singletrack
alternative to Owl Creek Trail.
□ Deadline Trail provides a 1.5-mile downhill, mountain bike-only
connection to the lower trails.
□ 4.1-mile Seven Star Trail connects Rim Trail North to Brush Creek
Road.
□ Trails accommodate a growing number of visitors annually.

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
□ New wayfinding, regulatory and interpretive signage has been
installed throughout the Park.
□ Articles have been prepared and distributed via the monthly
newsletter to educate area users.
□ WildLives campaign website highlights trail closure dates.

MAINTENANCE
□ All fencing over knee height has been removed to mitigate danger to
wildlife.
□ Numerous trail maintenance and improvement projects have been
undertaken.

Deadline Trail (2014).

Park wayfinding signs.
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LOOKING AHEAD
The management planning process is an opportunity to collectively
reflect on management outcomes to date and consider the path forward
in the face of current conditions and trends. Sky Mountain Park, like all
open space properties, is impacted by global, regional and local trends
such as climate change, increasing population and interest in outdoor
recreation, and changing technologies – trends that are expected to
continue and that have management implications.
For example, over the last 10 years, the Park has experienced several
years of extremely dry conditions; wildlife experts have documented
landscape-level changes to wildlife populations such as a decline in elk
populations and an increase in the number of mountain lions roaming
the region; and the population of the Roaring Fork Valley and visitation
to the area continues to grow along with the popularity of outdoor
pursuits, driving increased recreational use. This plan reviews the current
management approach and current conditions, and guides the path
forward, acknowledging adaptability as key to achieving management
goals.
To prepare relevant management actions for the Park, important
questions for the future will be asked:
• What are the next steps and most effective ways to ensure that the
important values of the park, including its natural resources and
wildlife habitat, continue to be protected and enhanced?
• How do we uphold the Park's value to local flora and fauna and
maintain the ecosystem benefits it currently offers?
• How do we prepare for the impacts of climate change?
• How do we continue to provide a quality recreational trail system
that meets the public’s expectations, particularly in addressing safety
concerns of high speed/bi-directional or mixed-use trails, while
minimizing impacts to vegetation and wildlife?
• What will be the impacts of continued growth in trail use and how
can we manage the system inclusively?
• What impacts and opportunities will additional community events
bring?

14
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Arrowleaf Balsamroot blooms in Sky
Mountain Park.
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2. PARK CONDITIONS
2.1 LOCATION AND CONTEXT
The parcels that make up the 2,400-acre Sky
Mountain Park Management Plan area were acquired
over a period of 20 years; the heart of the Park
was officially opened to the public in 2011. Located
west of Hwy. 82, the Park comprises lands and the
ridge south of Brush Creek Road and lands to the
east of Highline Road. This management plan also
covers open space owned by the Town of Snowmass
Village and Pitkin County north of Brush Creek Road.
Together, these properties preserve a meaningful
amount of unfragmented wildlife habitat and open
space while providing seasonal trail access to the
public.
The Park falls squarely in Pitkin County. The City
of Aspen’s Urban Growth Boundary extends to
the airport at the Park’s southeast boundary,
encompassing the Airline Trailhead and Burlingame
West open space parcel. The Aspen/Pitkin County
Airport is a major land use on the Park’s eastern
boundary. The airport's Radar Road provides access
to the FAA-managed radio tower on Skyline Ridge.
The adjacent private lands within the county to the
south of the Park are zoned primarily Agricultural/
Residential (AR-10) with an allowed residential floor
area of up to 15,000 square feet. Upper North Mesa
and Hidden Valley open space parcels lie within the
Town of Snowmass Village. Upper North Mesa is
proximate to Planned Use Development (PUD) and
Multi-Family Planned Use Development (MF PUD)
zoning. Hidden Valley is separated by Highline Road
from the Snowmass Club (PUD) and parcels zoned
Mixed Use Planned Unit Development (MU PUD).
There are many significant, neighboring conserved
properties, not included in this management plan,
that contribute to the conservation
landscape of the area. Cozy Point
Ranch, to the north along Hwy. 82,
is owned and managed by the City
of Aspen. Wildcat Ranch, also to
the north in the Town of Snowmass
Village, is a 7,000-acre subdivision
made up of 15 parcels averaging
slightly under a square mile each
with extensive limitations on land
uses to protect herds of elk and
16
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deer, bears and numerous bird species. To the east,
on the opposite side of Hwy. 82., much of the Roaring
Fork Gorge connecting the Park to McLain Flats and
beyond, has been protected through acquisitions by
Pitkin County Open Space and Trails. Finally, beyond
the large-lot residential parcels along Owl Creek to
the south of the Park, is the edge of the White River
National Forest.
Demographic, population and visitor data are key
indicators to watch in order to anticipate trail and
open space visits as well as community needs within
Pitkin County. The full-time population of the county
in 2020 was estimated at 17,747, but according to a
presentation on peak population and demographic
trends by RPI Consulting, populations fluctuate
throughout the year.1 The average peak-season
population adjusted to include commuters, overnight
visitors and part-time residents totals nearly 53,062.
In the off-season, that number drops to 33,824. Of the
overnight visitors, 88 percent are staying in Aspen or
Snowmass Village and cite recreation and sightseeing
as their top reasons for visiting.

PROPERT Y ACCESS AND PARKING
Existing parking areas providing access to the Park
include Buttermilk Ski Area, the Brush Creek Park-andRide (Intercept Lot) and Town Park. Both the paved
Owl Creek Trail and the parallel singletrack Butterline
trail provide access to the Park from Aspen-area
trails and the Buttermilk parking area. Town Park
provides access to the Park from Snowmass Village.
Town Park also provides trailer parking for equestrian
access to the Upper North Mesa Equestrian and
Hiking Trail. The Brush Creek Park-and-Ride captures
many downvalley users and connects to the Park via
an underpass beneath Hwy. 82 and the paved Brush
Creek Trail. Additionally, users can access Highline
and Lowline trails off of Owl Creek Road across from
the Tom Blake Trailhead. All of these parking areas
connect to the Park via trails, but none are specifically
for Park users.
1

Peak Population and Development Trends, 2020

ACCORDING TO THE ONLINE SURVEY,
MORE THAN HALF OF PARK USERS
BIKE TO ACCESS SKY MOUNTAIN PARK.
See summary of results on page 48

Map 4. Sky Mountain Park Location and Context
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QUICK FACTS
Total Open Space Acreage: 2401.7 acres
Years of acquisition: 1991-2019
Trail Miles: 28
88% trails are closed seasonally from December
1 through May 15 for protection of wintering
wildlife and 55% of trails are closed to dogs.
Access and Parking: Trail access via parking at
Buttermilk, Brush Creek Park-and-Ride lot and
Snowmass Village Recreation Center.
Fee Simple Parcels and Easements (CE):
Upper North Mesa TOSV 634 Acres
Hidden Valley
TOSV 211 Acres
Droste II (CE)
OST 64 Acres
Seven Star Ranch I
OST 142 Acres
Seven Star Ranch II OST 231 Acres
Cozy Point South
OST 132 Acres
Sky Mountain Park OST 846 Acres
Seven Star Ranch
TOSV 60 Acres
Burlingame Ranch West COA 57 Acres
Skybeam Ranch (CE) COA/OST 27 Acres
Funding Partners: Pitkin County Open Space and
Trails (OST), Town of Snowmass Village (TOSV),
City of Aspen (COA), Aspen Valley Land Trust,
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
Purchase Price:
$34,195,010*
*With additional Development Exactions and a
GMQS Donation
Open Space Values: Wildlife habitat, scenic
views and recreational trails spread over
a conglomeration of open space holdings
centered in the Brush Creek Valley.
17 different natural plant communities have
been documented within the Park.
Over 294 plant species have been identified to
date within the Park.
67 bird species have been documented at the
Park since 2000.
At least 27 mammal species are known to occur
here.
7 targeted natural resource studies have been
completed since 2012 Plan.

Sunset ride on Skyline Ridge.
Source: Ann Driggers
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2.2 NATURAL RESOURCES AND
BIODIVERSIT Y
The 2,400-acre expanse of Sky Mountain Park ranges
from a low elevation of 7,340 feet (at the base of
Brush Creek) to a high of 9,116 feet (on the north end
of Upper North Mesa) and includes several ridges,
valleys and basins on both sides of Brush Creek. The
topographical, geological and hydrological variety
supports a diversity of habitat types, including a
variety of mountain shrublands, small pockets of
forest, grasslands and riparian areas.
Nestled within an area characterized by the nearby
airport, busy highway and continued development
pressure, the Park serves as an ecological refuge
for plants and animals, as well as an important
movement corridor for wildlife through a landscape
heavily influenced by human activities. The Park is a
large enough, semi-contiguous area to be effective
habitat for many wildlife species, from pollinators to
large mammals, and to maintain intact native plant
communities.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS
The geologic bedrock under the Park consists
primarily of the upper member of the Mancos Shale
Formation, a dark-gray, silty shale down formed
from sediment that accumulated in offshore/marine
environments of the Cretaceous North American
Inland Sea (99 to 65 million years ago). Marine
fossils from this era have been found within Park
boundaries. The undulating topography, especially on
Upper North Mesa, is the result of an old landslide
deposit and the remaining depressions create very
small, scattered wetland areas. Much of the rest of
the Park is characterized by alluvial fan deposits.

Aspen Global Change Institute (AGCI) operates and
maintains two soil-moisture monitoring stations
at the Park as part of its Roaring Fork Observation
Network (iRON), which is building long-term
environmental datasets across an elevational gradient
in the Roaring Fork Valley.3
One station, installed in 2012 and located in an aspen
grove in a loam soil type, monitors soil moisture at
2-inch, 8-inch, and 20-inch depths, along with soil
temperature, air temperature, relative humidity and
rain (Figure 1). Another soil moisture monitoring
station, installed in 2014, is located in a former
agricultural pasture near Brush Creek and collects
similar data in a different, clay-dominant soil type.

WATER AND WETLANDS
HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY
Brush Creek is a tributary to the Roaring Fork River
that begins as snowmelt off the north slopes of Baldy
Mountain before reaching the Park. It is roughly
paralleled by the paved Brush Creek Trail and Road
down to Cozy Point South, where it turns north to
flow through Cozy Point Ranch and then on to join the
Roaring Fork River.
Peak runoff occurs between May and July. The creek’s
flow is altered by water storage and transbasin
diversions that bring water into the Brush Creek
watershed from East Snowmass Creek (approximately
1,500 acre feet annually) for municipal, golf course
and snowmaking needs. This augments baseflow
in the late summer and fall, but is of such small
magnitude that it is not impacting the creek or
its geomorphology. The primary diversions within
the Park are irrigation ditches for agricultural and
residential needs.

The most common soil in the Park is the Dollard-Rock
Outcrop–Shale Complex: a moderately deep and welldrained soil. The Torriorthents-Rock Outcrop Complex
is also common: a shallow to moderately deep, welldrained soil with stones covering the surface. Water
runoff is rapid and erosion hazard is severe for both of
these soil complexes, which together comprise 65.5
percent of the Park. Lower elevations within the Park
are dominated by a Kobar silty clay loam – a deep,
well-drained soil present on alluvial fans, sought out
for use as irrigated hay meadows.2

Brush Creek was provisionally listed on the State
of Colorado’s 2012 303(d) Impaired Waters List for
Aquatic Life, but was not listed in 2016 or 2020..
Several entities conducted water-quality monitoring
from 2002-2013. The closest water-quality sampling
locations to the Park are upstream at the Snowmass
roundabout and downstream below Hwy. 82. At
these two sites that bookend the Park, water quality
and macroinvertebrate testing indicated that aquatic
conditions are not impaired, showing that the
protected status of this land is providing essential

2

3
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iRON Sky Mountain Park Data

CHANGING
CLIMATE
AGCI's data will provide
useful insight into how
climate change is impacting
our local ecology and water
supplies. The data record
is not yet long enough for
definitive trend analysis,
but eight years of data now
offers comparisons across
wetter and drier years,
shedding insight into the
relationships between soil
moisture, snowmelt, summer
precipitation, streamflow
and plant growth. Interesting
findings thus far are that
the date of spring soil
saturation (determined by
final snowmelt) has varied
by almost a month over the
record, and that the timing
and intensity of summer
rain events are important in
sustaining the soil moisture
needed for plant growth.

ecosystem services such as contributing to improved water quality.4
Six natural springs were located in 2011; two had been historically
developed and four remain natural, located in the Upper North Mesa
parcel. Other hydrologic features include an old-growth wetland, or fen,
and several small wetland ponds (see Wetlands page 22).

GEOMORPHOLOGY
Lower Brush Creek, defined as the area between the Brush Creek Road
roundabout and Hwy. 82, flows through the Park's moderately sloping
valley floor (average slope of 1.7%) and meanders between the toe of
the hillslope from Skyline Ridge and old alluvial deposits that run under
the road. While this creek is not in a natural reference condition, due
to past land use, it exhibits functional traits associated with healthy
stream systems. The creek is characterized by an alternating pattern of
step pool segments (where the channel is confined by the geology) and
small, unconfined floodplain segments where the channel meanders
more dynamically. These localized, unconfined floodplains offer poolriffle sequences, sediment supply and deposition zones, and sections
of the floodplain remain saturated year-round, though some of this
groundwater supply is likely from the ditch.
Lower Brush Creek is in a relatively stable period of channel evolution,
with little evidence of degraded channel form, headcutting or incision
that would negatively impact the riparian zone or threaten human
infrastructure. Abandoned/remnant beaver dams are present in the
area and clearly have influenced the geomorphological and ecological
conditions of this creek corridor. Aggressive management is not
4

Brush Creek Stream Health Survey, 2014

Figure 1. Sky Mountain's 8in soil moisture record
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Shale hillslopes
Alluvial terrace

Active floodplain/ riparian
wetland

Confining hillslope margin

Cutbanks on outside of bends

Active floodplain/riparian wetlands

Figure 2. Brush Creek channel morphology

warranted, but continued monitoring and evaluation
of interventions to promote floodplain connectivity
may be beneficial.5
Research into sediment supply – a metric used in
assessing stream health and trajectories – suggests
that Brush Creek through the Park is a sediment
supply-limited reach, likely due to extensive
development upstream of the Park. Any sediment
that does enter the creek is primarily fine sediment
(from roads, ski area infrastructure and exposed
shale hillslopes), which can easily be transported
downstream through the Park to the Roaring Fork
River. Actively eroding banks provide the local
sediment supply for new depositional zones, but
the stream does not appear to be downcutting or
removing mass from valley walls at an excessive rate.
Overall, Brush Creek is in poorer condition both
upstream and downstream of the Park, a context that
underscores the ecological importance of this stretch
existing in a naturally functioning condition now and
into the future.

WETLAND AND RIPARIAN RESOURCES
There are several small ephemeral drainages within
the Park, but the primary riparian areas exist along
the Brush Creek corridor, and there is one small fen
wetland on the Upper North Mesa parcel. Almost two
dozen small, herbaceous wetlands and aquatic sites
5
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Lower Brush Creek Geomorphological Assessment, 2017
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occur on the Upper North Mesa parcel.
In 2011, wetland and riparian habitats were mapped
within the Park. These resources include narrowleaf
cottonwood, dense willows and hawthorn riparian
shrublands along Brush Creek, scattered herbaceous
wetlands and one pond on Upper North Mesa, and
an aspen riparian wetland surrounding a spring on
the Droste parcel. Those wetlands determined to
be functional at risk (FAR) include areas along Brush
Creek near the historic cabin on the Seven Star Ranch
II parcel and the wetland fen on Upper North Mesa.
Among the management objectives in the 2012
management plan was to monitor and develop
restoration plans for functional-at-risk rated sections
of Brush Creek. Several additional studies have since
taken place including both an Ecological Integrity
Assessment and a Geomorphic Assessment of Lower
Brush Creek. In addition, implementation is underway
to restore two abandoned irrigation ponds on the
Droste parcel to native riparian habitat.
The fen at the Park, located not far off the Rim Trail,
has a floating organic soil (histosol) at least 36 inches
deep and is likely thousands of years old. While
relatively small, the fen is a unique resource that will
continue to be protected. Fens, like other wetlands,
perform important ecological functions relating to
hydrology, water quality and wildlife habitat. This fen
is at risk of further degradation due to the invasion of
broadleaf cattails.

VEGETATION

A FEN AT RISK
A fen is a wetland supported by groundwater
that has a thick accumulation of organic soil or
peat. Fens are formed by the slow accumulation
of peat derived from sedges and mosses. Cattails
may not contribute to peat accumulation and
instead choke out the native stands of beaked
sedge that are present, decreasing its carbon
sequestration capacity. In addition, cattails
lower overall plant species diversity, which has
negative impacts on wildlife.

Fen wetland on Upper North Mesa, a unique resource, invaded by
cattails.

Table 1. Sky Mountain Park Vegetation Types

VEGETATION TYPES BY PERCENT OF ACRES
ID

Acres

% of
Area

Aspen Forest

42.9

1.7%

Douglas Fir Forest

>2.5

0.1%

Mountain Shrubland / Mixed
Montane Shrublands

1,368

57%

Sagebrush Shrubland

518.5

21.6%

243

9.5%

168.9

6.6%

Riparian/Wetland

70

2.7%

Water

n/a

n/a

Mapped Vegetation Type

Shale Barrens
Grasslands (inc. Western Wheatgrass)

The flora at the Park varies from high-quality,
intact native plant communities to those that are
significantly impacted by historic agricultural activities
and other land-use legacies. Over 294 plant species
have been identified to date.
Vegetation types include mountain shrublands
dominated by Gambel oak and serviceberry (57%),
sagebrush shrublands (22%), small stands of aspen
forest (<2%), pockets of conifers (<1%), grasslands
(7%), shale barrens (9%), and wetland and riparian
habitats (2.7%) (Table 1). The Park protects critical
vegetative resources for Rocky Mountain elk,
mule deer and black bear, and provides important
habitat for a variety of songbirds, pollinators and
small mammals. OST’s goals of understanding,
monitoring, protecting and enhancing the native
plant communities at the Park contribute to local
and regional biodiversity and the resiliency of the
ecosystem itself.
Baseline vegetation mapping and floristic inventories
from 2011 provide comprehensive information
on vegetation types and occurrence. In that year,
transects were established in representative stands
of each of the six vegetation types including aspen
forest, mountain shrubland, native sagebrush
shrublands, disturbed sagebrush shrublands, shale
barrens and riparian/wetland habitats for quantitative
data collection. The transects were sampled in 2011
and again in 2015. Mean absolute cover data and
the Floristic Quality Index showed similar patterns
in 2015 and 2011.6 A notable exception was found
in disturbed sagebrush shrubland, which was much
higher in 2015 and may represent natural successional
patterns. Vegetation monitoring occurred again in
2018-19, which updated overall vegetation mapping
and the plant species list of the Park (Map 6).

PLANT COMMUNITIES
Within these broad vegetation types, approximately
17 different natural plant communities were
documented.7 The plant communities that are
considered vulnerable throughout their range include
the Montane Riparian Forest and two of the Western
Slope Sagebrush Shrubland communities. The
Sagebrush-Thurber Fescue Community, the Western
6
7

Sky Mountain Park Vegetation Assessment, 2015
NatureServe
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Wheatgrass Community and the Shale Barren Herbaceous Vegetation
Community are considered to be imperiled or critically imperiled.

Forest Communities
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conditions and their location at the lower elevational
limit of the species. Nevertheless, in some areas, new
aspen saplings are emerging and the stands appear to
be regenerating. In addition, almost all aspen stands
show evidence of heavy browsing by elk and deer.
To learn more about these changes observed in aspen
forests, OST completed an assessment of all 17 aspen
stands throughout the Park in 2019. The overall
goals were to document condition, confirm stand
decadence or other issues inhibiting regeneration or
stand vigor and also to identify possible locations and
actions to promote ecological resilience considering
future climate change. Of the 17 stands assessed,
only four stands showed significant decline or lack of
regeneration, indicating that overall, while the extent
of aspen in the Park is small, most stands remain
healthy even in the face of recent drought.
Douglas Fir Forest
Douglas fir forests occur in a few small isolated
areas on the Droste and Cozy Point South parcels.
These small stands of trees are surrounded by the
mountain shrubland vegetation type. The herbaceous
cover is generally low and in deep shade. This plant
community best fits the Douglas Fir – Gambel Oak
Community which is globally secure and apparently
secure in the state. No evidence of spruce budworm
or Douglas-fir beetle activity has been detected.

REGIONAL ASPEN STUDY
Aspen Global Change Institute is helping
OST explore the complex dynamics between
weather, climate, plant communities and aspen
forest health with scientific research. One of its
monitoring stations is located in an aspen stand
within the Park specifically in the interest of
better understanding the factors (weather and
water conditions) that influence the persistence
or failure of aspen stands in this region. AGCI
found, during a tree survey in 2019, that new
growth of aspen was common at Sky Mountain
Park, and that stem decay fungus was not
common, but Marssonina fungus was found on
nearly half of all aspen trees. This is an aspen
leaf fungus that can thrive in drought-stressed
aspen, but is not commonly associated with
significant decline in tree survival.

Shrubland Communities
Mountain Shrubland / Mixed Montane Shrublands
Mountain shrublands are the dominant vegetation
type covering more than half of the Park. These
shrublands are comprised of Gambel oak with
serviceberry, mountain mahogany, snowberry and
sagebrush.
The mountain shrublands provide big-game winter
range and habitat for a variety of local wildlife,
including nesting songbirds and raptors. In a healthy
community, a variety of grasses and forbs are present
in the understory and the stands show vigorous
growth. Gambel oak is most valuable for wildlife when
it is between 12 and 50 years old. Decadent (i.e., old
and degenerate growth indicating a general lack of
vigor and vitality) and over-browsed vegetation shows
clubbing and a lack of understory species diversity.
Most shrublands have been isolated from natural
disturbance regimes such as fire. Gambel oak is a
fire-adapted species, meaning fire triggers vegetation

Golden aspens at Sky Mountain Park.
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reproduction and new plant growth. This, in turn,
increases age class diversity, forage quantity and
quality and species diversity while improving its
capability to support wildlife species. In the absence
of natural or controlled burns, active management
has reintroduced disturbance via mastication
treatments to increase the value of these shrublands
as habitat for wildlife, and to create a mosaic of
habitat and structure across the landscape to increase
ecological resilience (see page 30 for project details).
Sagebrush Shrublands
Increasingly rapid and widespread degradation,
fragmentation and, in some areas, near total loss of
sagebrush locally and regionally has resulted in its
being rated one of the most imperiled ecosystems
in North America. Sagebrush habitats support
biodiversity, dominated by native species, and have
the second highest species richness, after aspen
forests. Several bird and mammal species are almost
entirely dependent on sagebrush for survival, as are
many species of plants like Indian paintbrush which
has a parasitic relationship with sagebrush roots.
Three different sagebrush communities occur
within the Park, all fairly similar with various native
graminoids and forbs present. Overall, the sagebrush
Healthy sagebrush shrublands with oak
shrublands in background.

26

| Park Conditions

shrublands are healthy and species diverse. A lack
of grazing for several decades now within the Park
boundaries is benefiting this habitat by allowing more
native forbs and grasses to flourish.
Legacy effects from grazing remain, however, where
crested wheatgrass, a competitive non-native pasture
grass dominates the understory on the Seven Star
Ranch parcel. Unfortunately, to effectively change
the plant community would be both cost and labor
prohibitive, with significant herbicide use and little
guarantee of positive change.
Shale Barrens
Shale barrens typify the ridge tops and steep slopes
of Mancos shale throughout the Park, characterized
by extremely low vegetative cover (30 percent or
less), harsh wind, desiccation and sheet erosion. The
shale barren plant community is best described by the
Indian Ricegrass Shale Barren Community, which is
ranked as globally and state imperiled by the Colorado
Natural Heritage Program (CNHP).
Grasslands
Western wheatgrass grasslands occur in scattered
low-lying areas of sagebrush shrublands or in the
transitional zone above herbaceous wetlands. The
Shale barrens.

Mature Gambel oak stand at Sky Mountain Park.
Sky Mountain Park Management Plan | 27

Non-native pasture grasses and native forbs in an old pasture.

Riparian zones along Brush Creek.

majority of these areas occur on the Upper North
Mesa parcel. These areas typically also contain
other grass species such as the non-native Kentucky
bluegrass and natives such as junegrass and green
needlegrass. Dense stands of weeds, such as Canada
thistle and musk thistle, are also problematic in many
of these areas. Overall, the western wheatgrass
plant community comprises only 3.2 acres. Other
grasslands include those converted to agricultural
use or those areas adjacent to developments that are
being restored.
Riparian Habitats and Herbaceous Wetlands
Riparian forests are minimal in the dry shallow soils
of the Park, but one patch of mature narrowleaf
cottonwood exists along the northern portion of
Brush Creek on the Cozy Point South parcel.
Riparian and wetland shrublands are best developed
along Brush Creek. Evidence of beaver activity exists
to this day. The Brush Creek Riparian/Wetland is
best described by the Mountain Willow/Mesic
Forb Shrubland, native rushes and sedges and
dense pasture grasses. Despite the presence of
weeds (including reed canarygrass, ox-eye daisy,
houndstongue, Canada thistle and plumeless thistle),
the majority of the Brush Creek riparian corridor has
a high diversity of native plants and has adequate
sinuosity, a fairly good vegetative cover and resilience
to annual flooding events.
Almost two dozen small herbaceous wetlands and
aquatic sites occur on the Upper North Mesa parcel.
These herbaceous wetlands are characterized by
three wetland communities tracked by the CNHP: the
Beaked Sedge Montane Wet Meadows, the Creeping
Spikerush Emergent Wetland and the Baltic Rush Wet
Meadow, all of which are globally secure and state
secure/apparently secure. All of these wetlands are
considered to be in proper functioning condition.
28
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Overall, the Brush Creek riparian system is in
excellent to good condition. The 2018 Ecological
Integrity Assessment showed several of the metrics
were lower than desired and recommended that
native riparian shrubs and trees be planted along
Brush Creek in an area of historic beaver activity.
In addition, the study recommended improving the
buffer habitat surrounding the riparian corridor by
converting the abandoned agricultural pasturelands
into native vegetation communities such as
mountain big sagebrush or riparian shrublands. Two
projects are currently underway to address these
recommendations. One is to restore the two old
irrigation ponds to riparian habitat and the other
is a field study to determine best methodology for
restoration of local sagebrush shrublands (see page
31 for project details).

THREATENED, ENDANGERED, SENSITIVE AND
RARE PLANTS
Extensive surveys for federally listed and sensitive
plant species were conducted in 2011. No BLM or
USFS Sensitive Plant Species were found or have been
previously recorded.
One rare plant is known to exist at the Park –
silverleaf milkvetch. This plant is globally secure,
but is listed in Colorado as critically imperiled and is
tracked by the CHNP. It occurs in small pockets in the
dark gray Mancos Shale Formation. Targeted surveys
for this plant were originally conducted in 2012, after
first observation was made in 2011, and the total
population size was estimated to be around 3,000
plants.8 These were the first recorded observances
of this plant in Pitkin County. This unique plant, and
its unusual shale barren habitat, contribute to local
biodiversity and has received additional management
8

Silverleaf Milkvetch Plant Surveys, 2012

Table 2. Noxious Weeds found in Sky Mountain Park

LIST B NOXIOUS WEEDS
Perennial Forbs
Russian knapweed*

Yellow Toadflax*

Absinth wormwood

Sulphur cinquefoil*

Hoary cress; Whitetop

Common tansy*

Canada thistle

Leafy spurge*

Ox-eye daisy
Annual/Biennial Forbs
Plumeless thistle*

Scentless chamomile*

Bull thistle*

Scotch thistle*

Houndstongue
*Species designated for elimination in Pitkin County by the
Colorado Department of Agriculture
No List A species are known to exist within the Park

attention. In 2018, repeat surveys on Skyline Ridge
showed a net increase in the number of plants
identified compared to 2012. All plants appeared
healthy, including individual plants that exist near
trails, suggesting current levels of recreation do not
have a negative impact on the populations.9

NOXIOUS WEEDS
Noxious weeds continue to be present within the
Park, though significant progress has been made
since acquiring the properties to control the spread
and reduce the extent of State Listed Noxious Weeds.
Twenty-one state-listed noxious weeds exist in the
Park. The majority are in disturbed areas, agricultural
areas, along old ranch roads/trails, and in riparian and
wetland habitats. Of these 21 species, none are List
A, 15 are List B, and nine are List C, as defined by the
State of Colorado, which prescribes control efforts.
The weeds most frequently encountered include
plumeless thistle, Canada thistle, houndstongue, and
ox-eye daisy. Three invasive plant species that are not
on the noxious weed list also occur in the Park: reed
canarygrass, broadleaf cattail and yellow sweet clover.
Noxious weeds do not appear to be spreading as
the result of increased recreational use or habitat
improvement projects. The Park will never be
completely noxious weed free, but the populations
can be kept at acceptable levels, meaning they do
not compromise the native vegetation or ecological
habitat function.
9

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS SINCE 2012
Summarized below are vegetation and management
projects identified as actions in the 2012
Management Plan.
Crested Wheatgrass Control Study (20122013)
In 2012 and 2013, Colorado Mountain College (CMC)
implemented a series of test plots in a stand of
decadent mountain big sagebrush shrubland with a
crested wheatgrass understory to research various
strategies that reduce the coverage of crested
wheatgrass and reintroduce native understory.
Elimination strategies incorporated a variety of
physical (weed-whacker), chemical (glyphosate and/
or salt brine) and biological controls, seeding with
sainfoin during the summer or fall.
Notable Outcomes
In 2018, the CMC test plots were revisited to observe
the floristic composition and density of crested
wheatgrass. No apparent differences between
treated plots and untreated areas were observed.
No sainfoin appears to have established. While the
crested wheatgrass may have been temporarily
reduced in cover by the various treatment methods,
specifically glyphosate (Round-UpTM), it recovered
relatively quickly, so that five years post-treatment, no
discernible difference could be detected.
Several studies report difficulty in controlling or
reducing the cover of crested wheatgrass, with
chemical and/or mechanical methods, primarily
because it is a strong competitor and prolific seeder
with a robust seed bank. With little success in
changing the community composition here, and risks
of decreasing native plant species that do exist, it was
recommended that OST take a passive management
approach to these stands. Rather than trying to
actively restore these areas to pre-human settlement
conditions, efforts would be better directed to control
any localized outbreaks of noxious weeds and ensure
that the crested wheatgrass does not spread.

Vegetation and Wildlife Monitoring Report Update, 2020
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WILDFIRE AND
PARKS
Much of Pitkin County’s
population lives and
recreates in and near
wildland areas and wildfires
pose serious risks to
residents, visitors, property
and wildlife.1
The magnitude/severity
of the wildfire hazard in
Pitkin County, Basalt and
Snowmass Village is rated
catastrophic, while the
hazard is rated critical in and
around Aspen.2
The majority of fires
start from human-caused
(including equipment)
ignitions.3 However,
regulations to prohibit
mechanized equipment and
camping at Sky Mountain
Park make human-started
fires less likely here than on
other public lands.
Open Space and Trails
partners with the USFS,
fire protection districts,
and other land managers
on coordinated wildfire
protection and mitigation
around the watershed. For
example, fuels mitigation was
an identified action, where
appropriate (i.e. mastication),
in the 2012 Management
Plan. See Oak Vegetation
Treatment for more details.
1
Climate Change and Aspen:
An Update on Impacts to Guide
Resiliency Planning and Stakeholder
Engagement 2014
2
Pitkin County Hazard
Mitigation Plan 2018
3
Pitkin County Community
Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 2014
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Oak Vegetation Treatment (2014 – ongoing)
Oak shrublands and woodlands are disturbance-dependent plant
communities. For example, fires burned in pre-settlement, oakdominated communities once every 10-20 years on average. Fire is
part of Gambel oak’s evolutionary environment. The single-age-class
conditions we observe currently throughout the Roaring Fork Watershed
and at the Park are a result of fire suppression and lack of natural
disturbance.
Reintroducing disturbance in the fall of 2014, OST completed a
mechanical mastication treatment of 105 acres of decadent Gambel
oak at the Park. The treatment areas were selected on the basis of
stand decadence and where treatments would have the greatest
possible improvement to ecological health and ungulate habitat. Nearly
100 percent of the targeted Gambel oak were masticated within the
treatment areas while healthy oak stands and those containing a strong
serviceberry component were avoided.
Notable Outcomes
The first round of the oak mastication treatment proved to be extremely
successful and resulted in healthy regenerating stands of oak with
palatable fresh forage for wildlife. Increases in plant species diversity
were also observed, which benefits a wide variety of wildlife species
including many pollinators. The mechanical disturbance created a
shrubland mosaic of different ages and canopy structure leading to a
more resilient ecosystem and more productive wildlife habitat. Mule
deer, elk, black bears, pollinators, chipmunks, ground squirrels, and
songbirds have all been observed using the treated areas. This treatment
has added benefits for wildfire management, reducing wildfire fuels and
breaking the horizontal and vertical continuity of vegetative cover that
can allow wildfires to spread quickly.

Figure 3. Oak Mastication Treatment. Source: DHM

BEFORE 2014
Overly Mature Stands

2014
Mechanical Disturbance

PRESENT (2021)
Restoration & Diversity

Brush Creek Pond Riparian Restoration (2020 – ongoing)
In 2018, conceptual plans for restoration of the man-made ponds and
adjacent low-lying pasture were prepared to restore valuable riparian
habitat. The overall goal of this riparian restoration project is to regrade
the lower two former agricultural ponds, create a natural transition
and tie the existing sagebrush and riparian ecosystems into the pond
restoration areas with native vegetation.

Above, Pond before restoration.
Below, Pond after grading and seeding.

Project Update
Implementation began in spring 2020 with regrading and seeding
completed in fall 2020. Restoration planting, wildlife protection fencing
and a new pump and temporary irrigation system to help establish the
native seed and plants will continue to be implemented in sequence
through 2021 and beyond. Temporary irrigation and fencing will be
removed once the vegetation reaches an age and size that is resilient to
ungulate browsing.
Sagebrush restoration testplot study (2020 – ongoing)
Between Brush Creek and Brush Creek Road is an old agricultural
field now dominated by non-native grasses and weeds, though it was
historically dominated by sagebrush. The area, with clay-rich soils, is the
focus of a sagebrush restoration study that began in 2020 and will last
for several years.
The overall goal is to develop a successful restoration strategy (one that
is not dependent on intensive applications of herbicide) that can be
applied to other open space properties and shared with other local land
managers where sagebrush restoration is a goal.
The study uses a test plot design, based on extensive research, literature
reviews and analysis for feasibility and scalability. OST will investigate
three seeding/planting methods across 12 test plots, with and without
irrigation and fencing, to restore sagebrush shrublands and determine
the most effective restoration methods. OST is prioritizing non-chemical
methods and the use of local sagebrush seed to maximize long-term
ecological health and resilience of the system.

Above, Sagebrush testplot after first tilling.
Below, after second tilling.

Project Update
In the summer of 2020, the test plots were laid out and mowing and
tilling commenced. This ground preparation will continue through
the growing season of 2021 to reduce the vigor of existing pasture
grasses, thereby decreasing competition for the native plants that will
be reintroduced. Sagebrush seed was collected from native sagebrush
shrublands, both within the Park and from other open spaces in the
upper Roaring Fork Valley. Plans are in place to seed the test plots with
the local seed and seedlings grown from that seed. Annual monitoring
and analysis will continue for several years in order to evaluate shortterm and long-term success across the treatments. Results will be used
to inform larger scale restoration efforts in this area and shared to inform
regional sagebrush restoration efforts.
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WILDLIFE
Since the 2012 Management Plan,
OST has continued to study and
monitor the wildlife species and
habitat that occur at the Park.
This included comprehensive,
scientific surveys of large and small
terrestrial mammals as well as
the avifauna – songbirds, raptors
and owls – in 2017, qualitative
monitoring of wildlife habitat in
2018-2019, and avian surveys
again in 2020.
Wildlife surveys were completed
in 2011 and 2017. In 2017, the
majority of wildlife detections
(59%) occurred in sagebrush
shrublands, though this habitat
type only comprises about 22
percent of the Park, followed
by detections (33%) in the oak
shrubands. 10
10
Detailed methods and additional
results on the mammal and avian surveys can
be found in the Wildlife Monitoring Report,
2017.
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Elk graze on Cozy Point South in April 2021. Source:
Anna Stonehouse, Aspen Daily News
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MANAGEMENT INDICATOR SPECIES
Management Indicator Species (MIS) are species selected for targeted
monitoring and study because their welfare is an indicator of the
welfare of other species using the same habitat. MIS for both birds and
mammals have now been identified and studied at the Park. To date, no
concerns have arisen from the monitoring of these species. The objective
is to track trends over the long run, rather than using point-in-time
observations, to inform management direction for the major habitat
types. Complete wildlife surveys are also completed to track the diversity
of species in the Park.

MAMMALS
The Park provides important migration and movement corridors for
ungulates, serves as important transition habitat, and sees yearround use by elk and mule deer. There is a small area of suitable elk
calving habitat within the Park, and while calving on site has not been
documented, monitoring has confirmed the Park is used by cow elk
as rearing habitat and general summer range. The area appears to be
used by deer for both fawning and rearing, and more deer than elk
stay around the Park throughout the summer months. Black bears are
abundant, and depend on Gambel oak acorns and serviceberries for
critical fall forage.
At least nine mammalian predator species have been identified at the
Park, including badgers, bobcats, weasels, mountain lions, red fox,
American marten, coyote and striped skunk. These species benefit from
the abundance of smaller prey mammals.

Table 3. Sky Mountain Park Management
Indicator Species (MIS)

MANAGEMENT INDICATOR
SPECIES
Habitat

Indicator Species

Aspen Forest /
Woodland

Warbling Vireo

Sagebrush
Shrubland

Brewer's Sparrow

Mixed Montane
Shrubland

Virginia's Warbler

Riparian Habitat

Song Sparrow

Broad Scale
Habitat
Generalist

Rocky Mountain Elk

Green-tailed Towhee

Brewer's Sparrow

Green-tailed Towhee

Virginia's Warbler

Beaver have long been a part of the Brush Creek ecosystem, and
their numbers have fluctuated over time – likely the result of human
management of the species. Signs of beaver activity have been observed
in and around the Park and recent beaver activity has been documented
upstream near the Snowmass Recreation Center and associated
wetlands.

BIRDS
At least 67 bird species have been documented at the Park since 2000.11
The Shannon diversity index for the avian monitoring data collected in
2017 was 3.01, showing good avian diversity – the value ranges from 1.5
(low species richness and diversity) to 3.5 (high species evenness and
diversity). This number is consistent with previous data from 2011 and
2015.

Rocky Mountain Elk

Green-tailed towhees were the most abundant species detected,
followed by spotted towhees, dusky flycatchers and orange-crowned
warblers. Of the 10 most abundant species detected, five are
Management Indicator Species (MIS) for the Park: blue-gray gnatcatcher,
Brewer’s sparrow, green-tailed towhee, spotted towhee and Virginia’s
warbler, indicating high-quality habitat. Four species of diurnal raptor
(Cooper’s hawk, golden eagle, red-tailed hawk, turkey vulture) were
11
34

See list of studies on page xii
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Warbling Vireo

Red Fox

documented at the Park during the breeding season
and two active Cooper’s hawk nests and one golden
eagle nest were observed in the area. At least three
owl species have also been confirmed – great horned,
saw-whet and flammulated owls.

REPTILES/AMPHIBIANS
Small patches of suitable amphibian breeding habitat
exist within the Park, mostly within the Upper North
Mesa parcel. Amphibian breeding was confirmed
at half of these locations; the species detected
include the tiger salamander, western chorus frog
and northern leopard frog. The western terrestrial
garter snake likely occurs across the Park and may
be the dominant reptilian species here. Sagebrush
lizard, prairie and plateau lizard, smooth green snake,
and bullsnake/gopher snake are also likely to occur,
though no further studies have been completed.

THREATENED, ENDANGERED WILDLIFE /
SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN
Only one federally protected species may occur on or
adjacent to the Park, the Canada lynx. No designated
critical habitat exists for any federally listed species
within or adjacent to the Park. Seven species on
the State of Colorado list of State Endangered
and Threatened species could potentially occur at
the Park: bald eagle, boreal toad, Colorado River
cutthroat trout, northern leopard frog, river otter,
American marten and Townsend's big-eared bat.
Of all these species, American marten is the only
one documented on site. The two bat species likely
occur here, but no bat-specific studies have been
conducted.
At least 14 species classified as Federal or State
Endangered or Threatened; BLM/USFS Sensitive; and/
or with high CNHP global or state rank have suitable
habitat within the Park.

WILDLIFE AND HABITAT MANAGEMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS SINCE 2012
The following wildlife and habitat enhancement
projects were identified actions in the 2012
Management Plan.
Wildlife Habitat Improvement

and likely many smaller species from invertebrates to
rodents and songbirds. Post-treatment observations
showed that mule deer, in particular, have a clear
preference for the treated areas as foraging habitat
in the non-winter months, seeking out the young
Gambel oak, serviceberry and other shrubs that
have sprouted in response to the treatments. Elk
appear to have a preference for the treated areas,
as well. Both species are likely attracted to the more
palatable forage provided by the oak suckers and the
interspersion of the open canopy with the denser
shrublands which provide thermal and hiding cover.
Seasonal Closures and Dog Restrictions
Critical habitat types for elk occurring in the Park
include winter range, severe winter range, winter
concentration areas and migration corridors. Mule
deer sensitive habitat within the Park consists only
of winter range, but the mule deer likely rely on the
same movement corridors as the elk. The seasonal
winter closure is an integral management component
for the benefit of elk and all wildlife. The closure of
the majority of the trails and the property overall
effectively closes most of the Park to human use from
December 1 through May 15, which protects ungulate
migration, winter foraging and spring rearing activity
during critical times of the year. Year-round dog
restrictions, including their exclusion from significant
portions of the Park, benefit wildlife of all kinds.
Elk Hunt
A limited, annual elk hunt began in 2014 in
coordination with Colorado Parks and Wildlife, with
the goal of avoiding a refuge effect in the Park that
could negatively impact local habitat from overuse
and intensive herbivory. A lottery is conducted
annually to select five hunters for the hunt. Lottery
participation has varied from a low of 12 lottery
entrants in 2020 to a high of 100 participants in 2019.
There were 57 entrants for the 2021 hunt. This lottery
does not add tags (i.e. harvests), but allows hunters
with tags to hunt cow elk on this land.
The hunt takes places in Colorado’s fourth rifle
season. The hunt has resulted in a harvest of between
one and three cow elk each year – 13 in all between
2014 and 2020.

Qualitative wildlife monitoring revealed that the
2014 oak mastication effort (see page 28) resulted
in a substantial benefit for mule deer, elk, black bear
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The climb on Airline Trail.

SKY MOUNTAIN PARK TRAILS
Seasonal
Closure

Uses

Leashed
Dogs
Allowed

Yes

Biking, Hiking

No

Yes
Dec. 1 to March 31

ADA, Biking,
Yes*
Equestrian, Hiking

OST, COA

No

Biking, Hiking

Yes

OST

Yes

Biking, Hiking

No

.49

OST

Yes

Equestrian, Hiking No

Deadline

1.54

OST

Yes

Downhill Biking
Only

Ditchline

.86

OST

Yes

Biking, Equestrian,
No
Hiking

Highline

1.37

TOSV

No

Biking, Hiking

Yes

Lowline

.99

TOSV

No

Biking, Hiking

Yes

Rim Trail North

3.94

TOSV

Yes

Biking, Hiking

Yes

Seven Star

4.14

TOSV

Yes

Biking, Hiking

No

Skyline Ridge

2.25

OST

Yes

Biking, Equestrian,
No
Hiking

TOSV

Yes

Equestrian, Hiking Yes

Yes

Biking, Equestrian, No
Hiking

Trail

Length

Land
Owner

Airline

1.81

OST

Brush Creek Trail
(within Park)

2.62

OST

Butterline

1.10

Cozyline

2.74

Cozy Pony Loop

Upper North Mesa 2.72
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(Dec 1 - May 15)

Viewline

1.8

OST,
TOSV

Total Miles

28.37

*Dogs are not allowed on Brush Creek Trail Oct 15-May15
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2.3 RECREATION
Sky Mountain Park unites a number of discrete open space parcels and
provides an interconnected trail experience that has been enhanced
and expanded pursuant to the 2012 Management Plan. At the opening
of the Park in 2011, roughly 6 miles of trails on the newly accessible
property were available for use – the existing Radar Road, the newly
built Viewline Trail and Skyline Ridge Trail, an existing road that would
later see reroutes and singletrack construction. Additionally, existing
singletrack on TOSV properties included North Rim, Highline and Lowline
trails, while the paved Brush Creek Trail extended the length of the Brush
Creek Valley.
In subsequent years, trails were constructed to create a network of
singletrack and an old equestrian trail at Upper North Mesa was used to
separate equestrian and mountain bike use, and provide a commercialuse trail for outfitters. Prior to constructing the Seven Star trail OST
partnered with TOSV to require a minimum of 90% compliance with the
leash requirements on the existing North Mesa Trails. In all, 16.7 miles of
new trails were constructed following the 2010 purchase of the Droste
property. Today, just over 28 miles of mostly intermediate, smooth trails
with some flow features such as banked turns and jumps are open for
public use. Use has trended upward annually. The opening of new trails
drives spikes in use.
When the trails are open to the public, dogs are not allowed on OST
parcels. On TOSV owned parcels, dogs are required to be leashed,
including on Highline, Lowline, North Rim and Upper North Mesa trails.
A complete list of the dog regulations is included in Table 4.

VISITATION PATTERNS AND USE
The majority of the park, with the exception of Highline, Lowline and
Butterline trails on the Park's periphery, close during the winter and early
spring for wildlife protection (Dec. 1 through May 15). The reopening
on May 16 is a much-anticipated event for the Park’s many devotees.
During the annual elk hunt during Colorado’s fourth rifle season, in late
November, Cozyline, Airline, Skyline Ridge and Ditchline trails are all
closed to public use for safety reasons. This is also the only time Park
users are allowed off trail.
Viewline Trail, the only trail where use has been tracked continuously
since 2011, serves as a gauge of the Park’s popularity. Trail use correlates
with the weather and trail conditions, with steady use from May through
early fall when use tapers as the snow begins to fall.
The typical use on Viewline Trail from 2016-2019 ranged from 8,000 to
9,000. In 2020, a year of unprecedented outdoor recreation fueled by
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Viewline trail counter logged 17,805 uses –
marking nearly a 100 percent increase from the previous three years. It
is yet to be seen if this dramatic growth in trail use will continue into the
future or return to pre-pandemic levels of use.
Table 4. Sky Mountain Park Trails (facing page).
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Use of trails within the Park, tallied by counters on
Airline, Brush Creek (through the Park), Cozyline,
Deadline, Owl Creek (through the Park), Seven Star
and Viewline, is summarized in Table 5. Note, counter
data does not reflect the total number of users, but
rather, each use. A single user may trigger several
counters in a single outing.
According to data obtained from the activity-logging
app Strava, which shows a subset of overall trail users,
mid-morning and late afternoon are popular times of
day to visit the Park.

MOUNTAIN BIKING
Mountain biking is the predominant recreational use
on the Park’s singletrack trails. Biking is permitted on
all of the singletrack with the exception of the Upper
North Mesa Equestrian and Hiking Trail and Cozy Pony
Trail.
Airline Trail and the downhill-only Deadline Trail were
designed and constructed with mountain biking in
mind. On Viewline Trail, a popular access point for
both mountain bikers and hikers/trail runners, about
88 percent of the use in 2019 and 2020 was by bikers
(based on motion-triggered camera data).
Part of the Park trail system is incorporated into the
Snowmass Loop, a mostly singletrack, 24-mile loop of
Snowmass Village that is touted in the Town’s tourism
promotion efforts. The Park is also part of a greater
mountain biking trail system that helped Aspen
Snowmass / Roaring Fork Valley earn the state’s
first Gold Level Ride Center designation from the
International Mountain Biking Association, in 2020.

HIKING AND RUNNING
All singletrack trails in the Park system are open
to foot travel with the exception of Deadline Trail.
The easy access to Viewline Trail from Snowmass
Village, coupled with nearby trailhead parking,
make it a logical access point for hikers and runners.
Pedestrians represented about 12 percent of the use
in 2019 and 2020. On Cozyline Trail, the only other
trail where a breakdown of user types is documented,
foot travel represented about 4.7 to 5.5 percent of
overall use from 2018-2020. Trailhead parking is
farther away from Cozyline, requiring a walk from the
Brush Creek Park-and-Ride up the Brush Creek Trail
before accessing the singletrack.
Brush Creek Trail through the Park is paved with a
soft shoulder, connecting the Park-and-Ride to the
Snowmass Recreation Center and Town Park. It is a
popular amenity used by road bikers, commuters and
an increasing number of e-bikers as well as runners,
hikers and dog walkers (dogs must be leashed).

EQUESTRIAN
Equestrians are permitted on Viewline, Ditchline
and Skyline Ridge trails, as well as Cozy Pony Trail.
A wide, crushed-gravel path alongside the paved
Brush Creek Trail is also available for equestrian use.
Though Cozyline Trail was initially planned as an
equestrian route, it is a heavily used biking trail where
equestrians are not permitted in order to eliminate
conflicts. An additional, parallel route for equestrian
use is not recommended by CPW due to wildlife
concerns.

TotalTotal
Annual
Annual
TrailTrail
Count
Count

Table 5. Trail counts (2018-2020)
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1063110285
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0
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4462 4462
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| Park Conditions

8492 8481
8492 8481
6643 6643
5728 5728
4827 4827

5108 5108
4135 4392
4135 4392

Brush Creek
Brush Creek CozylineCozyline
Trail TrailDeadline
Deadline
Trail Trail Owl Creek
Owl Creek Seven Star
Seven
Trail
Star TrailViewlineViewline
Trail Trail

2018 TOTAL 59,844
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12203 12203
10631 10631

10305 10305
9296 8676
9296 8676

2019 TOTAL 50,934

2020 TOTAL 72,026

COVID-19 EFFECT
In 2020, OST noted trail
visits (per trail counter data)
system-wide increased by
44 percent, from 382,969 in
2019 to 551,869, reaching
record levels. Nearly 11
percent of all 2020 trail visits
were at five of the Park’s
singletrack trails – Viewline,
Cozyline, Airline, Deadline
and Seven Star. While recent
focus on living a healthier
lifestyle has in part driven the
interest in active and outdoor
recreation, the dramatic rise
can largely be attributed to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Whether the increase in use
experienced in connection
with the COVID-19 pandemic
carries forward into the
future remains to be seen.
According to a 2020 Leave
No Trace consumer survey,
38 percent of outdoor
consumers said they will
change their outdoor
recreation activities for
the continued future.1
These changes include
participating in more fitnessbased activities, diversifying
recreation activities and
utilizing public land spaces
more often. This is certainly
not new for Coloradans –
approximately 92 percent
of state residents recreate
in the outdoors at least
once every few weeks and
some four or more times per
week.2
1
Leave No Trace Phase I
Survey Summary, 2020
2
Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan 2019

Equestrians out for a ride on Skyline Ridge Trail.

Equestrian use of the singletrack trails at the Park is minimal. No data is
collected regarding use of the equestrian-only trails, most notably the
Upper North Mesa Equestrian and Hiking Trail. No equestrians were
tallied on Viewline Trail in 2020; 23 horses were counted in 2019 – a
combination of equestrians and riderless horses being led either by a
mounted rider or a hiker.

USER DEMOGRAPHICS
Trail runners, walkers, hikers and equestrians are all encouraged to use
the Park, however, mountain bikers make up the biggest recreation
user group. In comments collected from the online survey, respondents
expressed satisfaction with the Park as a mountain bike destination and
91 percent of respondents indicated they most frequently experience
the Park by mountain biking. Research, however, suggests mountain
bikers are not equally represented in gender. National Interscholastic
Cycling Association (NICA) membership data backs up the gender gap.
At the Park, females make up only 22 percent of mountain bikers who
log their activity at the Park, according to user data obtained by Strava.
While Strava data use generalizations are limited because it is an optin user application, review of OST trail camera data from Cozyline Trail
similarly suggests a marked gender gap among mountain bikers. During
a one-week period – Monday, June 28 through Sunday, July 4, 2021 –
approximately 25 percent of riders were identified as female.

EQUITY AND INCLUSION
Statewide, a recreation priority is sustainable access, which includes
breaking down barriers to engaging people in outdoor recreation.12
The local key to this objective is enhancing efforts to engage those who
currently lack or have limited opportunities to participate in outdoor
recreation, building trust and supporting existing programs that are
working to bring equal access.
12

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 2019
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Factors of equity and inclusion have implications for
open space and recreation management actions.
For example, gender, age, user type and skill level
can affect the ability of individuals to get outdoors
safely. At the Park, use is dominated by mountain
bikers and among that group, about one quarter of
users are female. There are also limited trails suited
for beginner mountain bikers aside from the soft
shoulder adjacent to Brush Creek Trail. Low-income
residents generally have fewer resources to get
outdoors, which elevates the importance of the Park's
connection to Aspen, Snowmass and downvalley
communities via public transportation. Additionally,
language and cultural barriers can affect the
communication of regulations or limit the accessibility
of information to get outdoors.

COMPLIANCE WITH RULES AND
REGULATIONS
Violations of the Park's rules and regulations have
been infrequent. The success of the Park is greatly
enhanced by the public's compliance. Over the last
five years, citations and warnings issued by rangers
have most frequently addressed violations of the
seasonal closure and dog prohibition by recreational
users. These violations are slight as a percentage of
overall use.
Most violations of the seasonal closure occur in May –
the 15 days leading up to the reopening of Park trails.
Between 5 and 10 violations have been documented
in all but one of the past five seasons on Viewline
Trail; 16 occurred in 2020. Violations in the heart of
the winter (December-February) occur infrequently –
one or two in some seasons and none at all in others.
Violations are most frequently observed on trail
cameras, though some are issued on site by rangers.
While the park is open, documented dog violations
on Viewline Trail numbered less than 15 annually
over the past five years. For the full list of rules and
regulations, see Section 4.

2.4 COMMERCIAL USE AND
EVENTS
The 2012 management plan for Sky Mountain Park
envisioned the potential for commercial and special
uses (events) evolving over time as trails were built
and the demand for such activities developed. The
plan included a provision for a permit system for
40
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A rider hits the trail on opening day at Sky
Mountain Park in 2019.

commercial equestrian uses, but none have occurred
since the plan’s adoption. The plan also called for
the development of permit guidelines for other
commercial uses and limited special uses (events)
organized by Pitkin County, the Town of Snowmass
Village and/or the City of Aspen, or by nonprofit
organizations. Nonprofit events are allowed if they
are consistent with the goals of the management plan
and do not impact natural resources.
Pitkin County now issues annual commercial permits
to a handful of operators offering mountain biking
instruction and has established a 6-person limit
(including the guide) on such groups. The Town of
Snowmass Village implemented a permit system in
2019; since the Park trails overlap the county/town
boundaries, permittees typically need to acquire
a permit from both entities. Commercial bicycling
operators are not permitted to use Seven Star Trail,
due to a restriction in the conservation easement.
Two nonprofits have made regular, annual use of
the park for athletic training/youth mountain biking
instruction in recent years; group size is capped at 8
people (including guide).
Portions of the Park have also been used for a
small number of trail-based events annually. The
nonprofit Aspen Cycling Club typically hosts one or
two races per season; there is no cap on the number
of participants. No commercial events using the
singletrack trails within the Park are allowed except

those that stay exclusively on trails solely within the
Town of Snowmass Village’s jurisdiction.
Some events that are commercial in nature, but that
donate a portion of their proceeds to a nonprofit,
have been permitted by Pitkin County. Park trails
within Pitkin County’s jurisdiction are not closed to
use by the general public during special events.

2.5 AGRICULTURE
Historically, agriculture was the main economic driver
in the Brush Creek Valley. Private parcels adjacent to
the Park along Brush Creek are still active agricultural
parcels today. Cozy Point South is managed for
agricultural use. The irrigation system for the property
is shared with the adjacent Cozy Point Ranch, whose
lessee manages and utilizes water rights tied to the
property for hay and alfalfa production.

HISTORICAL FEATURES
Little of the Brush Creek Valley’s rich farming heritage
remains at the Park. The most notable historic
feature, the “Hatch House,” is located in the valley
near the entrance to Snowmass Village and is easily
visible from Brush Creek Road. Other remains are
scattered throughout the Park.
A 2011 survey of Park properties revealed a couple
of log structures that were only a few logs high, a
wood stove, old farming equipment, stock tank, picnic
tables and benches.

Cozy Point South hay.
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3. PLANNING PROCESS
AND PUBLIC INPUT
3.1 PLANNING FRAMEWORK
The 2012 Management Plan laid the foundation for the management
of the Park's multi-jurisdictional properties. The 2021 update for Sky
Mountain Park builds on the previous plan; natural resource monitoring
and reports; evaluation of the current conditions and progress that has
been made toward implementing established management actions;
analysis of current trends and community needs; and public input
collected through community surveys, outreach events and partner/
stakeholder meetings. This planning effort supports the implementation
of ongoing projects and plans and advances new action items. This plan
is a near- to mid-range planning tool to budget for management actions
to preserve this place for future generations of people and wildlife.

PLANNING PROCESS
PUBLIC COMMENT AND BASELINE DATA COLLECTION
The first planning phase included a review of relevant plans and policies
and an evaluation of extensive natural resource and wildlife monitoring
reports and existing conditions. Additionally, public input was collected
through a community survey to better understand the community's
interests and use of the Park. Staff sought community feedback by
staffing outreach tables at key Park trailheads on opening day, May
16, 2021. A public survey was conducted from mid-May 2021 through
mid-June 2021. During this first outreach and data collection phase,
an interactive storymap was built and viewed over 1,300 times and an
online survey was promoted with responses collected from almost 665
community members. Complete survey responses are in Appendix C.
with highlights summarized in Section 3.4.

DRAFT PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC COMMENT
Utilizing the existing conditions data, reports and public input, staff
compiled a draft management plan with updated Action Items to guide
management of the Park. Management action items were reviewed with
partners from TOSV, COA and CPW. The first draft of the Management
Plan was presented to the Open Space and Trails Board for comment and
direction on August 19, 2021 prior to presenting the Plan to COA Open
Space Trails Board, the TOSV Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation
board and Pitkin County's Board of County Commissioners. Following the
reviews, the draft Management Plan was released for public comment.
Public comment was facilitated though an online survey during a
one month period beginning on September 17, 2021. OST advertised
the comment period with on-site posters, fliers and online outreach
efforts to highlight elements of the plan and encourage the public to
provide comments. Responses were collected from 139 community
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PARTNERS
PITKIN COUNTY OPEN
SPACE AND TRAILS
The role of OST is to
manage Sky Mountain
Park for multiple
purposes including,
but not limited to,
recreational, wildlife,
agricultural, scenic and
access purposes; and
to acquire, preserve,
develop, maintain
and manage trails for
similar purposes. OST
coordinates management
actions and contributes
maintenance staff
and funding across
jurisdictional boundaries
within Sky Mountain
Park.

CITY OF ASPEN PARKS
AND RECREATION
COA Parks and Recreation
is responsible for
Burlingame Ranch West
Conservation Easement
and was a funding
partner for the Park. COA
helps coordinate the
utilization of water rights
and haying operation
with their lessee on the
Cozy Point South parcel.

TOWN OF SNOWMASS
VILLAGE
TOSV Parks and
Recreation Department
is responsible for the
town’s open spaces
within the Park, which
include Upper North
Mesa, Hidden Valley and
Seven Star I.

Figure 4. Planning Process

Public Comment +
Data Collection
April 7 and May 5, 2021
Sky Mountain Park
Partner Meetings
May 15 - June 15, 2021
Public Comment Period
• Public Survey
• Opening Day of
Sky Mountain Park
Outreach Event
• Interactive Project
StoryMap

Draft Plan
Development
June to August 2021
Draft Plan Development
July 8, 2021
Partner Review of
Management Actions
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August 19, 2021
OSTB Review of Draft Plan

members. Complete survey responses are in Appendix D. with highlights
summarized in Section 3.4.

September 2021
Pitkin County BOCC, City
of Aspen OSTB, TOSV
POSTR & HSRB Review

During the public comment period, the interactive storymap was also
updated to include the revised rules and draft management actions. At
the conclusion of the comment period the StoryMap had received 2,150
views over the entirety of the planning process.

September 17, 2021
Draft Released for Public
Comment

FINAL PLAN REVISIONS AND ADOPTION

October 17, 2021
Public Comment Closes

Final Plan Revisions
and Adoption

Following the draft plan public comment period, staff discussed the
feedback received and updated the plan with recommended revisions
for Board review. The final plan is reviewed and adopted by the Open
Space and Trails Board (OSTB). The TOSV Parks, Open Space and Trails
board reviewed and made a recommendation to adopt to the Town of
Snowmass Village Town Council. Additionally, the plan is reviewed and
endorsed by the COA Open Space and Trails Board.

September - October
Draft Plan Revisions
November
OSTB to Adopt Final Plan
TOSV to Adopt Final Plan
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3.2 RELEVANT PLANS AND
POLICIES
STATE OF COLORADO
2019 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR
RECREATION PLAN (SCORP)
Every five years, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
leads development of a comprehensive outdoor
recreation plan to maintain eligibility for funding
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, and
to inform additional investments from other federal,
state, local and private programs. The 2019 plan is
the first time a Colorado SCORP considered both
conservation and recreation together as values that
are closely intertwined. The SCORP looked at current
and changing demographics and recreation trends
to help the outdoor recreation sector be culturally
relevant and respond to future shifts. This information
is particularly useful to local recreation providers.
Statewide surveys found Coloradans would prefer
recreation providers prioritize:
1. Long-term planning and management
2. Operation/maintenance of existing infrastructure

and facilities

3. Local, regional and statewide trails

SCORP priorities reflect the current trends,
opportunities and challenges facing Colorado’s
outdoor recreation resources. High levels of
involvement to create this plan were required from
outdoor recreation stakeholders. Relevant actions
include:
1. Sustainable Access and Opportunity – Ensure quality
access to Colorado’s outdoors for all of the state’s
communities and visitors.
2. Stewardship – Build Colorado’s commitment to
stewardship of the outdoors, improving recreation
infrastructure and promoting responsible use of the
environment.
3. Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation – Increase
a conservation ethic for Colorado’s outdoors and
promote landscape-scale conservation.

PITKIN COUNT Y
2012 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN
With public access solidified through land acquisitions
and the Park opening in 2011, the 2012 Sky Mountain
44

| Planning Process and Public Input

Park Management Plan provided an important
foundational framework for long-term management
of the Park. A goal of the plan was to consistently
manage the 2,400-acre Park. The plan celebrated the
foresight shown by the local community to support a
high quality of life and preserve the area for wildlife
and public use.
The vision and goals in the first plan captured
common themes for the management of wildlife
habitat, recreation, ecological restoration and
education. Management actions were derived
from the vision created by community input and
scientific surveys at the Park. The actions that have
been accomplished are the result of partner/crossjurisdictional collaboration to protect and enhance
critical wildlife habitat and provide a world-class trail
system for the benefit of the public.

TITLE 12 OF THE PITKIN COUNTY CODE
All properties and trails managed by Pitkin County
Open Space and Trails are subject to the regulations
set forth in Title 12 of the Pitkin County Code.
Individual properties may be subject to additional
terms set forth in their respective management plans.

OPEN SPACE BOARD POLICY
Protection of Natural Biodiversity and
Management of Human Use (adopted in 2016)
This Open Space Board policy requires that human
uses on Open Space and Trails properties be
managed in a manner that preserves and protects
native biodiversity. The OST program seeks to rely
on the best available science to guide management
decisions, inform specialized habitat management
needs and identify opportunities to restore healthy,
natural functions in degraded habitats. Spatial or
temporal closures or other appropriate mitigation
strategies are supported to protect sensitive habitats
from recreational or agricultural impacts.

2014 PITKIN COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
SIGNAGE DESIGN GUIDELINES
The 2014 Signage Design Guidelines are an update
to the Trail Design and Management Handbook. The
update covers materials, graphics, types, templates,
installation and maintenance for signs on Pitkin
County Open Space and Trails properties.

2015 PITKIN COUNTY NORDIC TRAILS PLAN
The Nordic Plan guides the vision and implementation

of the Nordic system within Pitkin County. The Nordic
Plan contemplates future areas and routes for Nordic
skiing and prioritizes opportunities, considering
equipment and staff needs, as well as how an
expansion fits into the goal of creating a seamless
system. An identified opportunity noted in the plan
seeks to explore the potential for Nordic use along
Brush Creek Trail, which is currently closed in the
winter for the protection of wildlife.

2018 PITKIN COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
In the Snowmass Village area, approximately 70
percent of the Snowmass-Wildcat Fire Protection
District is at higher risk for wildfire. This plan rates
the probability of future wildfire events as likely, with
a recurrence interval of 10 years or less (10-100%
chance in a given year).
The Pitkin County Hazard Mitigation Plan encouraged
the incorporation of recommended mitigation actions
into other local government planning mechanisms.
Relevant mitigation actions encourage efforts to
improve forest health, reduce fuel loads and create
defensible space within wildland-urban interface
areas.

2011 OTHER POWER DRIVEN MOBILITY DEVICES
(OPDMD) MANAGEMENT PLAN
The OPDMD Management Plan looked at trail
conditions in the Pitkin County system and designated
them as either open, closed or restricted for OPDMD
use. OST takes great pride in providing excellent
recreational opportunities in breathtaking settings
and works to make these opportunities accessible
when possible.
Brush Creek and Owl Creek paths are both
designated restricted for OPDMP use. Mobility
devices on these trails must fit the following
requirements: a) A width of 32 inches or less; b) A
design speed of 20 mph or less; c) Must be electrically
powered; d) Vehicle must weigh 60 pounds or less,
not including weight of rider. No designation is listed
for singletrack trails within the Park.

TOWN OF SNOWMASS VILLAGE
PARKS, OPEN SPACE, TRAILS, AND RECREATION
(POSTR) MASTER PLAN
TOSV Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation
Master Plan is a long-range plan to direct the future

of these community assets that are integral to the
town’s identity and quality of life. The plan provides
an inventory of existing conditions, analysis of the
trends, community priorities and the economic
value of elements of the POSTR system, and outlines
goals, recommendations and implementation
steps. The plan’s overall goals/objectives highlight
the importance of partnerships with the USFS,
Aspen Skiing Company, Pitkin County and others
to provide access to a broad system of recreational
opportunities. Goals specific to open space and
trails include celebrating the natural environment
and culture of the community; protecting, retaining
and minimizing fragmentation of wildlife habitats
in key use areas; and encouraging sustainable trail
design to ensure safety through design, education
and management, while providing separate facilities
where necessary.
Projects specific to Sky Mountain Park are identified
in the plan. The intent of these projects have been
completed or have been determined unnecessary.

CIT Y OF ASPEN
2017 COZY POINT RANCH MANAGEMENT PLAN
The 2017 Cozy Point Ranch Management Plan was
adopted by the City of Aspen to specifically address
the needs and vision for the city-owned and managed
Cozy Point Ranch. This parcel was a part of the first
SMP Management Plan, but has been separated
due to its specific management needs. The property
remains an important piece of the open space
landscape adjacent to the Park and preserves the
area’s ranching heritage, offering leases for locally
grown food production and equestrian facilities in
addition to protecting important natural resources.
Management actions are identified for general
site management, natural resources, equestrian
and agricultural activities, the archery range and
community access. The plan recommended assessing
the potential for a multi-use trail to serve as a
pedestrian/bike/equestrian crossing on Brush Creek
Road to connect Cozy Point Ranch to Cozy Point South
and the Brush Creek Park-and-Ride, though a 2014
engineering report looked at the feasibility of an
at-grade crossing in this location and cited a number
of concerns regarding safety and potential traffic
impacts.
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3.3 PARTNER COMMENTS
Staff met with partners at the Town of Snowmass
Village and City of Aspen Parks and Open Space at
two key points during the planning process. First, to
discuss current conditions and trends, and second,
to review the community survey results and identify
actions to support management of the Park now
and into the future. Additionally, staff engaged in
discussions about the Park with Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, Pitkin County Airport, Aspen Global Change
Institute, Roaring Fork Conservancy, Healthy Rivers
Board, and Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association.
See Appendix D. for complete partner comments.

TOWN OF SNOWMASS VILLAGE
Staff presented the draft plan at the TOSV Parks,
Open Space, Trails and Recreation Board's September
2021 meeting. The Town provided a comment letter
supporting the management actions in the plan and
a continued commitment to shared management
responsibilities that will ensure the Park is carefully
protected and maintained.

CITY OF ASPEN
Staff presented the draft plan at the COA Open Space
and Trails Board's September 2021 meeting; the
Board voiced received unanimous support for the
Plan and its updated management actions.

COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE
OST staff met with Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
in May 2021 to discuss the plan update. USFS, TOSV
and COA staff were also at the meeting. Of concern
to CPW is viable wildlife habitat for multiple species,
use of habitat, nocturnal recreation activity, new
trail construction and hunting opportunity. CPW is
currently conducting an elk study that covers SMP and
other nearby areas. When complete, results from this
study will be shared and OST will recommend actions
to support implementation. Some potential actions
based on study results may include: prioritization of
production areas, increased dog restrictions, change
in closure dates, etc. For example, Upper North Mesa
is an ungulate production area and prohibition of dogs
in this area may be recommended for consideration.
Expansion of trails and the construction of new trails
is not supported without detailed wildlife study and
discussions with wildlife experts. CPW and the USFS
are seeing more nocturnal wildlife activity in human
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recreation areas as a temporal behavior change.
Benefits to wildlife associated with predictable
human-use patterns is an impetus for instituting
a night-time use closure from dusk to dawn and
including a three-week buffer period between the
Park's opening date and the first allowed event.
In a letter of support, CPW acknowledged the
management actions ensure wildlife habitat is
disturbed at a minimal level and offer opportunities
to enhance existing habitat. While understanding
the potential safety concerns associated with the
current trail, concern was voiced regarding the Action
Item to separate uphill and downhill traffic on Airline
Trail because such a move has the potential to set a
precedent of separated-use trails. CPW maintained its
position on expanded trails, specifically in regard to
a connection between Ditchline and Cozyline trails. A
higher connection is recognized to have the potential
to fragment critical wildlife habitat if developed. The
Action Item in this Plan is to monitor the potential for
a lower connection and support collaboration with
private property owners. Should the opportunity
arise to pursue a trail in this location detailed wildlife
studies will be completed.

PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT
The Aspen/Pitkin County Airport and OST have
maintained a partnership since the Airline Trail was
constructed on a portion of the Airport property,
well outside the aircraft zone, in 2013. The BOCC
allowed for certain trails to traverse Airport
property in Resolution No. 49-2013. In a May 2021
work session, OST and Airport staff affirmed the
potential for construction of a new climbing trail
in a proximate location to the existing Airline Trail.
Trail enhancements, like an observation area and
interpretive displays that celebrate aviation, were
supported by the Airport.

ASPEN GLOBAL CHANGE INSTITUTE (ACGI)
AGCI manages a research program that collects
ongoing data on soil moisture and weather conditions
and operates two stations in the Park. Long-term
research such as that carried out at the Park will be
of increasing value in understanding the region's
natural systems. In a comment letter, strong support
was voiced on the draft plan’s science-informed
management approaches. For the coming decade,
AGCI requests continued permission to access Park
properties and to access relevant studies and reports.

ROARING FORK CONSERVANCY
Open Space and Trails partners with the Roaring Fork
Conservancy to lead educational tours on various
properties like North Star and Filoha Meadows. Tours
have also been hosted at the Park. The Roaring Fork
Conservancy submitted a formal comment letter
supporting: maintaining and improving the integrity of
Brush Creek and associated riparian areas; education
and outreach programs; and, continued monitoring of
water-quality resources along Brush Creek, as well as
natural resources such as wildlife, vegetation, riparian
and wetland areas.

HEALTHY RIVERS BOARD
Staff presented the draft plan to the Healthy Rivers
and Streams Board, answered questions and
encouraged them to submit a formal comment letter.

ROARING FORK MOUNTAIN BIKE ASSOCIATION
Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association (RFMBA),
is a chapter of the International Mountain Bicycling
Association (IMBA). RFMBA supports the near-term,
high-priority action to accomplish a parallel Airline
Trail route to separate uphill and downhill mountain
bike traffic. They are also interested in supporting
implementation efforts and providing funding toward
this trail. Further, the immediate designation of
Deadline Trail as a downhill, mountain bike-only trail
is supported with the recommendation of improved
signage at the top of the trail reminding riders to ‘preride, re-ride, free-ride’ to inform users that knowledge
and experience are key.
RFMBA supports the long-term, adaptive
management approach to address user conflicts

through researched best practices such as separateduse trails, directional trails, alternating-use days, and
other strategies if deemed necessary in the future.
Additionally, the organization supports the long-term
action item to monitor the potential connection
between Ditchline and Cozyline and encourages a
study of the related wildlife issues.

3.4 PUBLIC OUTREACH
OUTREACH AND EVENTS
Opening day at the Park generally receives high
recreation user turnout, especially if it lands on a
weekend. On Sunday, May 16, 2021, OST staffed
outreach tables at Snowmass Town Park and the
Airline Trailhead to intercept users accessing the
Park via these two locations. The majority of those
intercepted were mountain bikers. An estimated
150 fliers were distributed with a QR code to the
interactive StoryMap and community online survey.
ArcGIS StoryMaps help communicate the story of
places with custom maps, text and photos (Figure 5).
The intent of the StoryMap was to create awareness
of management accomplishments since 2012 and
the natural resource and recreation conditions that
exist now because of those efforts. Maps and photos
were used as an integral part of communicating the
Park attributes and spatial relationships. In total, the
Park's StoryMap had 2,150 views during the planning
process. Going forward, staff will be able to use this
tool to update the community on the implementation
progress of the Management Action Items (Section 4)
contained in this plan.
Figure 5. Screenshot from the Interactive StoryMap

STORYMAP HIGHLIGHTS

2,150
ONLINE
VIEWS

YOUR PARK,
YOUR PLAN
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COMMUNITY SURVEY
Participation in the initial online community survey, advertised from
May 15 to June 15, 2021, was high: 665 total participants responded
to the survey. More than 600 write-in comments to open-ended
questions were collected within the online survey. OST developed the
survey to understand resident and visitor general patterns of use at the
Park (preferred activities, frequency of use, access points, etc.), what
attributes of the Park are most valued, and what community members
believe is working well or in need of change. Because recreational use
of the Park has risen steadily since its public opening, and COVID-19
brought a marked increase, it was timely for staff to understand some of
the trends and concerns.
Results provide insight from community members who elected to
participate in the planning process and represent users, neighbors,
and people who want to protect the wildlife and scenic views and the
experience of this recreation destination. Respondents spanned the
Roaring Fork Valley: 35 percent of respondents from Aspen; 21 percent
from Snowmass Village; and, collectively 35 percent represented
the downvalley communities of Basalt (15%), Carbondale (14%) and
Glenwood Springs (6%). Less than half a percent of visitors responded
to the survey. The survey represents adult age groups, with the most
responses from users ages 31 to 40 (30%), 41 to 50 (26%), and 51 to 60
(22%). Seniors ages 61 and over represented 14 percent of respondents.
Young adults ages 20 to 30 provided 7 percent of responses and only a
handful of responses came from those under age 19.
General Use Patterns
The survey respondents participate most frequently in mountain
biking at the Park (91%). Other activities that respondents choose to
experience the Park include: trail running (3%), walking/hiking (2%),
horseback riding (2%). Very few responses came in from residents who
experience the Park most frequently by either cycling on paved trails or
wildlife viewing.
During the Park's season, many of the survey respondents visit often:
a few times a week (38%) or once a week (27%). Less than 2 percent of
respondents visit once per season. The Park is accessed by users most
often without the use of a vehicle. More than 58 percent of survey
respondents are accessing the Park by bike and 4 percent by foot. While
51 percent of respondents travel to the Park by car, no survey comments
expressed parking issues.

4.5 Star
Average
Rating
During a typical visit to Sky Mountain Park, survey respondents
rated their experience with 4 and one-half stars.
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SURVEY PARTICIPATION
Total Survey Respondents
665 individuals
Top 3 User Groups Represented
1. Mountain Bikers 91%
2. Trail Runners
3%
3. Hikers
2%
Visitation Patterns of Respondents
38%
27%
22%
6%
4%
2%
>1%

A few times a week
About once a week
A few times a month
A few times per season
About once a month
About once per season
Never

ACCESSING
THE PARK
By Bike
58%
By Foot
4%
By Car
51%
MOST-USED
PARKING AREAS
Snowmass Town Park
Brush Creek Park and Ride
Buttermilk Parking Lot
Tom Blake Trailhead
Cozy Point Ranch

57%
37%
28%
20%
3%

Respondents by Age
Under 19 0.5% Ages 41-50 26%
Ages 20-30 7% Ages 51-60 22%
Ages 31-40 30% Over 61
14%
Respondents Spanned the Valley
Aspen
35%
Snowmass Village
21%
Downvalley
35%
(Basalt, Carbondale, Glenwood Springs)

Park Experience
Out of a 5-star rating scale, the Park received a 4.5star rating from respondents based on a typical visit.
Asked to offer details (things that work well or things
that could be improved) or provide any comments
about what they'd like to see in the future for this
area, respondents provided 325 write-in comments.
All comments were reviewed and tagged by staff to
identify themes. Just under half of all the written
comments to this open-ended question included a
request for directional trails and nearly 20 percent
specifically identified Airline Trail.
Park Character and Expectations
Survey participants were asked to indicate the level
of importance of eight Park attributes (identified
by staff) on a scale from very important, important,
somewhat important to not important. How well each
current condition meets expectations was asked on a
scale of exceeds expectations, meets expectations or
does not meet expectations. Write-in comments were
permitted to add detail to this question; 302 writein comments were received and tagged by staff to
identify themes.
Natural Resources
The Park’s natural setting ranked high; beauty and
protection of scenic views was identified as very

important or important to the most respondents
(90%), and protection of wildlife habitat and natural
resources followed close behind (86%). Notably,
98 percent of respondents believe that the current
condition of beauty and scenic views meets or
exceeds expectations. And, 90 percent believe wildlife
habitat and natural resource conditions meet or
exceed expectations.
Trails
In terms of trails, respondents placed importance
(very important or important) on trail type and
variety (88%) and level of trail difficulty (72%).
Reactions were mixed on the current condition of
trail types, variety and level of difficulty. While 63
percent of respondents agree trail type and variety
meets or exceeds expectations, 28 percent do not
feel they meet expectations. Level of trail difficulty
meets or exceeds the expectations of 69 percent of
respondents but does not meet the expectations of
20 percent. Additionally, write-in requests for more
trails were received. In particular, advanced trails and
more beginner trails were requested.
User Safety
Trail safety and user conflicts were identified as very
important or important by 83 percent of respondents,
however, of all attributes, respondents felt this

Ranked in order below are the Park attributes survey Respondents thoughts on current conditions of
Chart Title
respondents indicated were most important
Park attributes

1

Beautyof
/ Protection
of Scenic Views
Beauty / Protection
Scenic Views

2

Trail Type and Variety

Trail Type and Variety

3

Protection
of Wildlife
Habitat
andResources
Natural Resources
Wildlife Habitat
and
Natural

4

Trail Safety / User Conflicts
Trail Safety / User Conflicts

5

and Connectivity
Easy
Access andAccess
Connectivity
/ Easy to/get
toto get to

6

Level of Trail Difficulty

7

Signage and Wayfinding Signage and Wayfinding

8

andofInclusivity
of Trail Users
Diversity andDiversity
Inclusivity
Trail Users

Level of Trail Difficulty

0%
Exceeds expectations

Meets expectations

20%

Does not meet expectations

40%

60%

80%

100%

I don’t know, I haven’t thought about it
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attribute least met expectations (42%). Write-in comments addressing
safety numbered 23 percent of total comments received to this openended question. 47 percent of write-in comments requested directional
trails and about 12 percent of write-in comments supported separateduse trails. Write-in comments addressing use of e-bikes in the Park
totaled more in support of the current OST policy to prohibit e-bikes
than changing the policy to permit e-bikes.
Connectivity and Access
Ease of getting to the Park, by way of access points and connectivity,
was very important or important to 81 percent of respondents. Most
respondents agree this current condition meets or exceeds expectations.
Write-in comments addressing connectivity of trails totaled 12 percent of
comments received. These comments focused on the need for internal
Park connectivity (i.e. loop trails). Suggestions included a soft-surface
trail from Ditchline to the Brush Creek Park and Ride, Skyline Ridge loop
trail, and a lower Airline-to-Cozyline connection. A route from the Brush
Creek Park and Ride to the Airport Business Center was also mentioned
in 6 percent of the comments received – many recognizing this as a
viable alternative to connect Cozyline with Aspen. Enhanced Aspen
connections to Butterline were also mentioned.
Signage and Education
Signage and wayfinding was very important or important to 56% percent
of respondents. Most respondents agree what currently exists meets
or exceeds expectations. Write-in comments addressing signage and
education totaled 10 percent of comments received. Requests included
additional signs denoting Deadline as a directional trail and more signage
educating users on right-of-way etiquette.
Diversity and Inclusivity
Just half of respondents identified diversity and inclusivity of trail users
as very important or important (50%). Twenty-nine percent believe this
attribute to be somewhat important and 15 percent believe it is not
important. In the Park’s current condition, only 4 percent of respondents
believe diversity and inclusivity is exceeding expectations. Most believe
it to be meeting expectations, however, of all the attributes respondents
were asked to rate, diversity and inclusivity was the attribute
respondents most often said was not addressed by the plan, or said they
didn't know if it was addressed.
Events
Since 2012, OST has permitted a limited number of non-commercial
events on a case-by-case basis in the Park. The events that have taken
place have included annual Aspen Cycling Club weeknight races, Aspen
Ski Company's Snowmass 50, and a handful of other trail-based events
over the years. Trails have remained open to the public during these
events. The preference of respondents is to maintain the limited number
of events (59%).
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LOOKING AHEAD
The Park’s natural setting
is important. Beauty and
protection of scenic views was
identified as very important or
important to nearly all survey
respondents and protection
of wildlife habitat and natural
resources followed close
behind. Current conditions of
these attributes meet or exceed
expectations.
Trail safety and user conflicts
were cited by 41 percent of
respondents as not meeting
expectations.
Over 625 write-in responses
to open-ended community
survey questions were received.
Respondents provided details
about what is needed to
improve the Park in the future.
Below are the major themes
pulled from survey responses
and public comment that
informed the Management
Actions of this plan update:

1. Consideration of Directional
Trails to increase safety for
user groups, i.e. mountain
bikers, hikers/trail runners and
equestrians.
2. Address User Conflicts and
safety.
3. Connectivity of trails system
including interior loop trails and
ties to greater area trails system.
4. Educate Users on trail
etiquette and enforce rules.
5. Skills Progression Accommodate all ages and
abilities from beginner to
advanced.

DRAFT PLAN PUBLIC COMMENT

The Draft Management Plan was released for public
comment on September 17, 2021 and comments
were received for a one-month period advertised
from September 17 to October 17, 2021. In total, 139
members of the public responded to the draft plan
comment survey and, within that survey, 86 writeinChart
comments
Title were received. The survey permitted
respondents to rate whether the draft management
c Views actions address different attributes of the Park and
a comment box allowed the public to share their
comments on the draft action items supported or
Variety recommend changes or additions that should be
considered for the final plan.

sources

In general, more than half of all those who rated the
draft plan felt the management actions address each
Conflicts of the different attributes of the Park and the majority
of write-in comments were supportive of the plan's
o get to actions. Respondents agreed that the management
actions will serve to protect the beauty of the Park
and its scenic views as well as wildlife habitat and
ifficulty
natural resource values. Just over half of respondents
agreed that the management actions would decidedly

address level of trail difficulty, trail type and variety,
while some respondents felt more can be done
to advance these elements of the trail system as
expressed in the written comments. The written
comments included requests for both more beginner
and advanced trails as well as additional directional
trails.
In response to these findings, it is important to
consider that the intermediate network of trails at
the Park is largely a result of the available terrain and
should be considered in the context of the larger area,
which offers opportunities for more difficult riding.
Proximate to the Park are numerous advanced trails
both on public lands and at the Snowmass mountain
bike park.

Trail safety and user conflicts were thought to
be addressed, or somewhat addressed, by most
participants. Just under 9 percent of respondents
did not agree that enough was considered in the
management actions. Fifty-six percent of the written
comments specifically called attention to benefits
that would come from a directional Airline Trail to
separate uphill and downhill mountain bike traffic,
yfinding
citing the added safety improvements. Within the
write-in comments received, nearly one-quarter
supported the further study of additional directional
ail Users Survey Responses: Do the Draft Management
designations. Just a handful requested this change
Actions address the following attributes of Sky
for Seven
Star Trail. Seven Star and other two-way
0%
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Chart Title
trails
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the Park accommodate both directions of
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No
I don’t know
mountain bike travel as well as foot travel. When trails
are converted or designed as downhill trails, they
Views
Beauty / Protection of Scenic Views
exclude other user groups who also enjoy use of the
Park. OST has the responsibility to support multiple
ariety
Trail Type and Variety
uses within the Park as well as protect natural
resource values by limiting habitat fragmentation that
ources
Wildlife Habitat and Natural Resources
can occur with the addition of new trails.
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About 10 percent of write-in responses to the survey
commented on the Park's e-bike regulations, either
in support of their continued exclusion from the SMP
trail system (and calling for increased enforcement)
or advocating for e-bikes to be allowed. OST staff
maintains that the Park is not the appropriate place
for a one-off policy allowing for e-bikes on singletrack
trails. Rather, a systemwide approach will be taken if a
change is warranted in the future. A web application
has been developed to inform e-bike users of trails
where e-bikes are permitted.
100%

120%
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4. MANAGEMENT
Actions listed in this plan update build on those from
2012 (see Appendix C) and are guided by community
priorities determined through public outreach.
Where possible, management actions and associated
projects look to simultaneously advance multiple
benefits to natural resources, recreation, education,
stewardship and maintenance. In the following pages,
updated park rules are outlined and management
actions are listed with descriptions of the Desired
Outcomes. Where appropriate, the proposed steps
toward progress are stated below each action.

4.1 REGULATIONS AND POLICIES
Regulations of use and commercial/special-use
policies seek to protect biodiversity and maintain
natural resource values, while allowing public
recreational access.

TITLE 12
Title 12, Section-04-030 of the Pitkin County code
outlines the “Rules Regarding Public Use of Pitkin
County Open Space and Trails Program” including, but
not limited to:

WHY DOES THE PARK CLOSE SEASONALLY?
Seasonal closures protect ungulate migration
corridors, wintering wildlife from disturbance
during the most critical times of year, and spring
reproduction activity. Human activity during
closure times can cause severe stress to deer
and elk, when any unnecessary movement can
deplete these animals’ fat stores to dangerous
levels. OST works with CPW and area wildlife
biologists to determine if data, conditions, and/
or wildlife use patterns necessitate extended
closures or allow earlier openings. During
closures, administrative access is minimized
as much as possible, but may be allowed for
research and/or natural resource and wildlife
management purposes, and enforcement. The
public is to be commended for compliance with
this closure!
Looking Ahead: CPW is conducting an elk
study that covers SMP and other nearby areas.
Potential actions based on study results may
include: prioritization of production areas,
increased dog restrictions, change in closure
dates, etc.

• no camping,

WHY ARE DOGS RESTRICTED?

• no hunting,

Prohibiting dogs or requiring leashing of dogs
protects both large and small mammals as
well as nesting birds from disturbance. Dog
restrictions protect vegetation from being
trampled, keep all use contained on trails,
prevent dog poop waste problems, and
minimize negative impacts on wildlife.

• no campfires,
• no entry into closed areas,
• no discharging of firearms,
• no fireworks,
• no littering, no harassment of wildlife, etc.
These rules apply to all Open Space assets unless
otherwise superseded by easement language,
management plans or other board direction.
The following regulations and policies are applicable
to SMP, in addition to regulations found in Title 12.

Seasonal closures
in effect at Sky
Mountain Park.
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PARK REGULATIONS
1. Seasonal closure in effect from December 1 – May 15
to all recreational use. Exceptions to this closure are
Highline and Lowline, which stay open year-round.
Public access is prohibited in late fall during the fourth
rifle season for the annual hunt (Action Item 1.9).
2. No dogs are allowed. The exception is leashed dogs
are permitted on Rim Trail North, Upper North Mesa
Hiking and Equestrian Trail, Highline and Lowline, and
the paved Brush Creek Trail.
3. The Park is closed from dusk to dawn (Action Item 2.4).
4. No motorized use on trails, including e-bikes and onewheels.
5. Certified weed-free hay required for horses using
equestrian trails (Action Item 2.7).
6. Memorial and commemorative opportunities are not
allowed on county OST parcels.

SPECIAL-USE POLICIES
1. Non-commercial special use (i.e. events) not
conducted under the auspices of Open Space and
Trails are limited to a group size of 70. Non-commercial
applicants are defined as having 501(c)(3) status.
2. Non-commercial, instructional mountain biking, hiking
and trail running is allowed with a permit from OST.
Group size is limited to eight individuals, including the
guide/instructor.

COMMERCIAL-USE POLICIES
1. Commercially guided mountain biking, hiking and trail
running are allowed. Operators must secure a permit
from both Pitkin County Open Space and Trails and the
Town of Snowmass Village. Group size, including the
guide/instructor, is limited to six people.
2. Commercial equestrian operations are limited to
the Upper North Mesa Equestrian and Hiking Trail.
The Town of Snowmass Village is the sole permitting
authority for commercial use of the Equestrian Trail.
3. Commercial events that utilize Pitkin County OST
parcels will be permitted annually.
» A limit of two commercial events that utilize
Pitkin County OST parcels/trails will be permitted
annually.
» Events will not be permitted within three weeks of
Park opening for the benefit of wildlife.
» Participation in commercial events utilizing Pitkin
County OST trails is capped at 100 individuals.
» A commercial event must begin and conclude
during daylight hours. Events utilizing Pitkin County
OST trails may not span more than one day.
» Commercial events are limited to mountain biking
and trail running/walking.
4. Applications for commercial events must be received
by April 15 of each year.
» In the event more than two commercial events are
proposed, the Town of Snowmass Village will select
which two events are allowed to proceed and issue
permits in consultation with Open Space and Trails
and, if applicable, the City of Aspen and U.S. Forest
Service.
» If no applications are received by April 15, no
commercial special use will be permitted in that
year.

A park kiosk posts rules and provides
map for visitors.

5. Pitkin County OST and the Town of Snowmass Village
have the discretion to close trails to the general public
during a commercial event. Trails will not be closed to
the public during non-commercial special events.
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Survey respondents place HIGH
importance on the Park's natural setting
Beauty and protection of scenic views was identified as very important or important to the
most respondents and protection of wildlife habitat and natural resources was the second
most important attribute.
Nearly all of the respondents believe that the current condition of beauty and scenic views
meets or exceeds expectations, while most believe wildlife habitat and natural resource
conditions meet or exceed expectations.

4.2 MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Natural resource studies conducted since the 2012 plan show that
current recreational use is not negatively impacting natural resources
within the Park. Seasonal recreational use is restricted to trails, and while
the intensity of use has increased, this has not led to an increase in the
areal extent of impact on natural resources, and violations to seasonal
closures remain minimal. As a result, many of the natural resource action
items represent a continuation of current stewardship efforts, with a
focus on actions that promote biodiversity and ecosystem resilience. The
following management action items will be pursued and guided by the
best available science.

ACTION 1.
Passively maintain geomorphological integrity of Brush Creek in
conjunction with beaver activity.
Desired Outcome: Active or aggressive interventions (i.e. in-channel
structural modifications) are not needed to maintain channel form
dynamics or ecological function at this time, and come with high costs
and uncertain outcomes. Beavers (or beaver dam analogs) are a more
passive, yet significant driver of channel complexity that mediate
channel incision, increase channel and floodplain complexity, slow water,
increase infiltration and bolster late-season streamflow.
Proposed Steps:
□ Monitor for and encourage beaver activity, and avoid any beaver
removal or culling activities. Problems arising from beavers will be
addressed via partnership with affected partner and CPW.
□ Where beavers may interfere with water-diversion infrastructure,
promote use of and maintain ‘beaver-deceivers’ and other deterrents
that discourage beaver dam construction at a given location.
□ If signs of channel incision increase and/or no beaver activity is
observed in the area for several years, OST may pursue the design
and installation of beaver dam analogs.
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OST APPROACH TO
NATURAL RESOURCES
The overall philosophy and
approach to managing the
Park’s natural resources now,
and in the future, is to foster
resiliency of the natural
ecosystem – support the
health and function of local
ecosystems so that native
flora, fauna and natural
processes can persist and
adapt in a changing world.
OST will continue to collect
natural resource data as
needed within the Park to
inform management actions
with the best available
science, monitor outcomes
and impacts, and adapt
actions as appropriate.

ACTION 2.

ACTION 4.

Restore old ponds to riparian habitat.

Explore opportunities to increase or establish
a buffer between trails and sensitive aquatic
resources.

Desired Outcome: Greater ecological integrity and
resilience is fostered through native vegetation
enhancement and reflects responsible water
infrastructure management.
Proposed Steps:
□ Continue implementation of the pond restoration
project.
□ Increase presence of native upland, riparian and
wetland plant communities in buffer between
road/paved trail and Brush Creek.
□ Develop a maintenance/monitoring plan to
address weed control, plant mortality, irrigation
maintenance and monitoring success.

ACTION 3.
Improve "at-risk" riparian and aquatic resources.
Desired Outcome: Structural diversity is added with
woody vegetation to bolster bank cohesion and
provide connectivity in riparian shrub habitat along
Brush Creek. Cattail encroachment is prevented, and
fen functionality is maintained as a carbon sink and
wetland resource.

Desired Outcome: Aquatic resources are protected
from erosion, compaction and/or disturbance, making
the site less susceptible to weed establishment, as
well as minimizing the vectors for noxious weeds
into these areas. Human-wildlife conflicts and
disturbances are also minimized, including moosehuman conflicts, as moose populations increase in the
area.
Proposed Steps:
□ Review distance from trails and heavy-use areas
to sensitive aquatic resources and identify impacts
(erosion, compaction, weeds, wildlife conflict,
etc.)
□ Wherever possible, re-align trails to be located
away from aquatic resources.

Brush Creek banks lack woody vegetation.

Proposed Steps:
□ Plant additional riparian shrubs and trees, via
plantings and/or cuttings, along Brush Creek
where needed, such as the stretch of bank near
the historic cabin that currently lacks woody
vegetation.
□ Control cattail encroachment at the fen on Upper
North Mesa in favor of the native sedges to
maintain fen functionality.
Old agricultural ponds previously dominated by invasive reed
canarygrass are being restored to native habitat

Brush Creek Beaver
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ACTION 5.

ACTION 7.

Enhance old pasturelands with native sagebrush
plant communities.

Assess forest health across the Park and local
landscape to identify priorities for future foresthealth improvement projects.

Desired Outcome: The value of the abandoned
agricultural pasturelands for wildlife is improved,
connectivity of native plant communities increases,
and a trajectory toward more native plant
communities that build healthier soil is established.
Proposed Steps:
□ Continue implementation and monitoring of
the sagebrush restoration research project and
testplots.
□ Use results to inform sagebrush restoration
efforts.

ACTION 6.
Continue mechanical treatment of mature Gambel
oak to improve wildlife habitat.
Desired Outcome: The reintroduction of disturbance
creates a mosaic of shrubland habitat with diverse
age-class and structure, which supports greater
biodiversity, improves wildlife habitat and reduces
wildfire fuels.

Desired Outcome: Potential wildfire fuel loads are
reduced and improvements are made to wildlife
habitat. Implementation of treatments staggered over
many years increases habitat complexity and mimics
natural disturbance regime. This assessment may be
accomplished through a larger, systemwide forest
health assessment and management plan that would
span a number of OST properties.
Proposed Steps:
□ Identify areas of decadent forest vegetation in the
Park and environs to receive thinning treatment
for fuels reduction and habitat enhancement.
□ Work with consultants and forest experts to
map decadence, define treatment boundaries,
prescribe methodologies, and determine priorities
and implementation timelines.
□ Follow all fire or mechanical treatments with
weed assessments and control as necessary.

Proposed Steps:
□ Implement treatment on slopes identified on
the south side of Park as continuation of habitat
improvement projects in the area.
Bag of local sagebrush seed to be
used in 2021 restoration.
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Sagebrush seedlings grown from seed collected locally by
OST. Source: Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center.

ACTION 8.
Control noxious weeds as required by the State of
Colorado.

Elk graze on spring greens on
Skyline Ridge.

Desired Outcome: State-listed noxious weeds are
controlled to prevent them from outcompeting
native plants for space, light, water and/or nutrients,
reducing quality of plant communities, leaving less
valuable forage for wildlife, interrupting native
pollinator relationships with native plants, changing
soil dynamics, etc., and changing ecosystem
processes/functions.
Proposed Steps:
□ Continue to include SMP as a part of annual weedcontrol contract.
□ Monitor noxious weed presence to evaluate
control efforts over time. OST and partners will
work together to identify any major infestations
and/or new vectors and prioritize control efforts
accordingly.

ACTION 9.
Continue the elk hunting program/lottery at Sky
Mountain Park with a modification to allow hunting
from trails.*
Desired Outcome: Hunting pressure increases elk
movement rates in the absence of natural predators
and prevents a refuge effect in the Park that could
damage vegetative resources and habitat for multiple
species. The hunt provides a unique opportunity for
hunters to experience the open space.
Proposed Steps:
□ Continue to collaborate with CPW on this
program, which began in 2014. CPW is studying
the elk populations that use the Park, and will
provide results and recommendations to OST
when the study is complete.
□ Allow five hunters with fourth-season rifle cow
tags access to hunt within previously established
hunt boundaries.
□ Review recommendations from CPW for a
weighted lottery that prioritizes selection of
youths, veterans and/or other under-served,
under-represented groups.
*The full details for this program including the hunt
boundaries and the rules/regulations required for
participation can be found by contacting Pitkin County OST.
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Survey respondents rate their experience at the Park 4.5-stars
Trail type, variety and level of trail difficulty are important
to the majority of respondents. Also important is trail
safety and user conflicts, but, in the Park's current
condition, nearly half of respondents felt this attribute
least met expectations. Directional trails were requested
by almost half of responses to an open-ended question.

RECREATION MANAGEMENT
The Park's terrain lends itself to intermediate-level trails with
opportunities for more advanced and beginner trails available in the
Snowmass and Aspen zones. New trail development included in this plan
is focused on strategic improvements that seek to address the public's
safety concerns and provide opportunities to diversity the user groups
who access the park (e.g. accommodating hikers), while maintaining
as much unfragmented habitat as possible. The Park has a high rate of
compliance with the rules and regulations that guide public use. TOSV's
contribution of rangers and staff in addition to OST ranger enforcement
is important to compliance. The following Management Action Items
have been informed by community feedback through this plan process.

ACTION 1.
Construct an additional route as close as possible to existing trails and
roads to separate uphill from downhill mountain bike traffic on Airline
Trail.*
Desired Outcome: Public concerns of safety and user conflicts are
addressed by the addition of a trail to separate uphill and downhill use.
Proposed Steps:
□ Maintain lower Airline from the Owl Creek Trail to Owl Creek as
bidirectional as this area is important wildlife and wetland habitat.
□ Construct additional trail and designate use. Uphill trail allows uphill
mountain biking and bi-directional foot traffic. Downhill trail allows
only downhill mountain biking.
□ Installation of appropriate signage.
*The portion of this trail on Airport property is subject to future airport
improvement and would be relocated if needed at county expense.

ACTION 2.
Install airport observation area and interpretive display.
Desired Outcome: The partnership with the airport is demonstrated
through a display that celebrates aviation.
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OST APPROACH TO
RECREATION
Unprecedented growth in
outdoor recreation and user
safety concerns coupled
with the ever-critical needs
of wildlife for undeveloped
and undisturbed areas
make informed, sensitive
recreation management
imperative.

Existing picnic table along Skyline Ridge
provides a resting point.

ACTION 3.
Formally designate Deadline Trail as a downhill-only
mountain bike trail and install signage/update OST
maps.
Desired Outcome: Hiking is separated from downhill
mountain bike use on Deadline Trail, reducing user
conflicts and alleviating public safety concerns.

ACTION 4.
Implement Park closure from dusk to dawn.
Desired Outcome: Limit temporal behavior changes
in nocturnal wildlife activity within human recreation
areas associated with impacts of increased visitation.
Wildlife is benefited by predictable human-use
patterns.

ACTION 5.
Maps, kiosks and trail signage will be updated to reflect downhill,
mountain bike-only use on Deadline.

Review best management practices and use patterns
from recreation providers and land managers
addressing user conflicts through separated-use
trails, directional trails, alternating use days, and
other strategies.
Desired Outcome: User experience is monitored and,
if ever warranted, best management practices will
inform a toolkit of potential strategies to proactively
manage trail use to ensure that increased use does
not create unsafe conditions or exclude/dissuade
interested user groups from accessing the Park.

ACTION 6.
Install seating area made of natural materials at the
top of Viewline Trail.
Desired Outcome: Park amenities enhanced for users.

ACTION 7.
Implement a policy to mandate use of certified
weed-free hay on equestrian trails.
Desired Outcome: Spread of invasive weed species is
mitigated.
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Figure 6. Ditchline to Cozyline Connection Study Area. Indicates 2021 Property Ownership condition and important unfragmented wildlife
habitat across the north facing slopes of Sky Mountain Park.

ACTION 8.

ACTION 9.

Monitor the potential to provide a lower singletrack
connection between Ditchline and Cozyline trails.

Acknowledge SMP in the context of regional trail
connectivity and work with partners on future trail
improvements.

Desired Outcome: A lower singletrack trail may fulfill
the public's interest in providing beginner trails and
facilitating additional singletrack loop opportunities.
A trail alignment that traverses the upper hillside is
in conflict with the wildlife and habitat goals for the
Park, as it would significantly impact intact habitat
that is used by wildlife year-round. A lower alignment,
along the toe of the slope, may be feasible in the
future but is currently impeded by private property.
Proposed Steps:
□ Monitor the possibility for a lower trail along
the toe of the slope. Public comment reflects a
desire for this connection. However, at this time a
connection is not feasible due to private property
interests and potential wildlife constraints (Figure
6).
□ If a future opportunity arises, targeted studies,
best available science and discussions with CPW
would be required to assess potential impacts to
wildlife.
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Desired Outcome: The importance of regional
trail connectivity and partnerships is prioritized,
aligning with the SCORP statewide survey findings of
Coloradans’ prioritization preferences for connectivity
of local, regional and statewide trails.
Proposed Steps:
□ Routine coordination with partners.
□ Collaboration on trail improvements.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Many of the education and outreach action items represent a
continuation of current safety and education efforts, with a focus on
actions that promote trail user etiquette and building a culture of
belonging by actively inviting the contribution and participation of all
people. The following management action items will be pursued and
guided by best practices.

ACTION 1.
Implement a trail safety and etiquette campaign.
Desired Outcome: Increased user awareness and compliance with trail
etiquette.
Proposed Steps:
□ Design of eye-catching and informative signs.
□ Temporary installation of signs during campaign period.
□ Publication of Trail-Talk articles on the topic of etiquette.

ACTION 2.
Provide interpretive signage to communicate restoration and habitat
improvement projects.
Desired Outcome: Trail users are educated about the natural resources
and restoration projects they see while using the Brush Creek Trail.

More right-of-way and
trail etiquette signage.

Signage and
wayfinding was
very important or
important to about
half of respondents.
Most agreed this
current condition
meets or exceeds
expectations.
Comments related
to safety included
requests for
additional signage
educating users on
right-of-way etiquette
and rules.

Proposed Steps:
□ Production and installation of moveable kiosk.
□ Production and installation of interpretive signage related to
restoration projects, updated over the years as needed.

ACTION 3.
Increase joint coordination of OST notifications via text messages and
emails related to events.
Desired Outcome: Communication of events and closures to Park users is
increased.

ACTION 4.
Coordinate public education opportunities such as birding hikes and
other natural resource tours with Roaring Fork Conservancy (RFC),
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies (ACES), or similar groups.
Desired Outcome: Park use among a variety of recreation user groups
(such as non-mountain bikers) and age groups is promoted. Participation
is incentivized by permitting some limited off-trail use for educational
tours.
Proposed Steps:
□ Program development and delivery.
□ Public participation.
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ACTION 5.
Encourage use of the Park among under-represented user groups and
members of the community.
Desired Outcome: A greater diversity of Park users access and enjoy the
Park through expanded experiences and increased awareness.
Proposed Steps:
□ Explore opportunities and avenues to connect directly with the local
Latinx community.
□ Increased bilingual Park outreach and advertisements on Spanishspeaking radio stations, in newspapers and other outlets
□ Develop and/or grow partnerships with groups that will implement
programs targeted at women, girls, and bilingual or Spanish-speaking
audiences.

AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT
ACTION 1.
Cozy Point South will continue to be managed by the City of Aspen's
Cozy Point Ranch lessee. Responsibilities include irrigation, crop
production (currently hay) and noxious weed control.
Desired Outcome: The productive local agriculture and bucolic landscape
is preserved.
Cozy Point South irrigation.
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OST APPROACH TO
STEWARDSHIP

MONITORING AND STEWARDSHIP
Continue to monitor and collect natural resource data as needed within
the Park to inform and adapt management actions using the best
available information.

ACTION 1.
Continue to support Aspen Global Change Institute's (AGCI) soilmonitoring stations.
Desired Outcome: Collaborative partnership with AGCI is maintained to
monitor and interpret data.
Proposed Steps:
□ Continue hosting two soil-moisture monitoring stations within the
Park and allow associated research access.
□ Use station data to monitor the impacts of climate change and/or
management practices on long-term soil moisture dynamics and
vegetation.

Stewardship will include
best management practices
in project-specific work and
across the Park including,
but not limited to: integrated
pest management for
invasive-species control;
minimizing use of herbicides
where and when appropriate
such as during songbird
nesting season (May
15 – July 31); minimizing
habitat fragmentation; and
incorporating native forbs
into seed mixes used on
the property to benefit
pollinators.
Park Aspen's in the Fall.

ACTION 2.
Explore water-quality testing data and needs along Brush Creek.
Desired Outcome: Water-quality testing needs are identified and/or
long-term monitoring is encouraged.
Tracking Progress:
□ Explore past and current water-quality data collection along Brush
Creek and identify future needs.
□ Request that partners conduct water-quality assessments prior to
any major projects that may impact waterways.
□ Ensure data is collected and recorded by project sponsor(s) to enable
monitoring of any short- or long-term impacts.

ACTION 3.
Monitor aspen forest health and consider options to promote
regeneration in declining aspen stands as needed.
Desired Outcome: Aspen stands are in good functioning condition and/
or do not demand any management attention.
Tracking Progress:
□ Four of 17 aspen stands are in decline. Continue to monitor
these four small aspen stands to learn from their progression
and determine how, when and if active management actions
are warranted. Potential actions include herbivory protection,
competition reduction and/or mechanical root stimulation.
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ACTION 4.
Project specific monitoring, pre- and post- intervention.
Desired Outcome: Determine and mitigate potential impacts and track
long-term effects on wildlife, vegetation and management indicator
species.
Tracking Progress:
□ Prior to implementation of major habitat, recreation or infrastructure
development projects, targeted surveys should be completed by
project sponsor(s) to assess natural resource impacts of proposed
projects.
□ Post-project monitoring may be warranted to monitor success and
impacts.

ACTION 5.
Maintain and improve collaboration with area natural resource
managers and private landowners.

2011 Vegetation Transect

Desired Outcome: Reduced vectors for noxious weeds, reduced
fragmentation, effective habitat and movement corridors for large
mammals maintained, coordinated natural history interpretation and
impacts from water infrastructure projects minimized.
Tracking Progress:
□ Capitalize on opportunities as they arise, such as recommendations
from surrounding plans, studies and resource reports.
□ Maintain good communication and support efforts that cross
jurisdictional boundaries like forest health, seasonal closures, etc.
Temporary fence installation to protect
restoration planting at site of old ponds.
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ACTION 6.
Implement routine resource monitoring of wildlife, vegetation, riparian
and wetland resources.
Desired Outcome: OST practices an adaptive management approach on
open space properties and, through regular monitoring of resources,
is able to accumulate scientific information that informs decisions on
management actions to achieve desired outcomes over time.
Tracking Progress:
□ Refer to OST data protocols for methodology and Table 6 for
recommended monitoring intervals.

ACTION 7.
Continue to monitor recreational use.
Desired Outcome: Understand the amount and types of use on the Park
trails as well as compliance with seasonal closures and other rules and
regulations.
Tracking Progress:
□ Staff will follow the methodology established over the last few years
and evolve it as needed.
□ Trail use counts using Trafx counter data.
□ Three motion-triggered wildlife cameras placed in different locations.

Table 6. OST Recommended Monitoring Intervals

SKY MOUNTAIN PARK NATURAL RESOURCE MONITORING SCHEDULE
Parameter

Approximate
Interval

Method

Notes/Records

Budget
Implications

Vegetation baseline monitoring 10 years
(vegetation type map, floristic
inventory, noxious weed extent)

Aerial photography and/or field Originally completed in
observation
2011; map and inventory
were updated in 2018-19

Silverleaf Milkvetch

As needed

Targeted rare plant study

Completed in 2018

Vegetation transects

10 years

Monitoring of permanent 50m
transects following OST Data
Protocols

30 permanent transects
were established in 2011;
resampled in 2015

Fen Vegetation

5 years

Qualitative observation and
photo documentation

Completed in 2018

Brush Creek Geomorphology

10 years

Channel evolution monitoring,
aerial analysis or longitudinal
profile and cross sections

Completed 2017

Water-Quality Testing

TBD

Per State of Colorado standards TBD

Soil Moisture

Ongoing

AGCI soil moisture monitoring
stations

And associated tree/
vegetation surveys to be
completed by AGCI

Mammals, Raptors

5 years

TVES & camera grids, diurnal
and nocturnal surveys

Completed 2017, 2021

$$
$10,000 - $75,000

Songbirds

3 years

Avian point-transects

Completed 2017, 2021

$
<$10,000

$
<$10,000
TBD
$
<$10,000
$
<$10,000
$
<$10,000
$
<$10,000
Associated costs
included in
annual budget
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MAINTENANCE
ACTION 1.
Bi-annual maintenance of all singletrack trails including, but not limited
to: corridor trimming, sightline improvements, drainage improvements,
signage replacement/updates and other miscellaneous trail-related
needs.

ACTION 2.
Provide necessary maintenance to the existing, overgrown equestrian
and hiking loop trail on Upper North Mesa.

ACTION 3.
Remove old pump infrastructure and electric when no longer needed,
and remove old, broken sprinkler heads from pasture.

ACTION 4.
Annual maintenance of all paved trails including, but not limited to:
mowing of trail edges, sweeping, crack-sealing, volcano removal, signage
replacement/updates and other miscellaneous trail-related needs.

ACTION 5.
Bi-annual maintenance of soft-surface trail (shoulder of Brush Creek
Trail and pasture section of Cozyline Trail) including, but not limited to:
grading, compacting and adding more crusher fine material on an asneeded basis.

ACTION 6.
Provide necessary maintenance of all open space signage in and around
the Park. Any new signage will follow the 2014 Pitkin County OST Signage
Design Guidelines.

Skyline Ridge.
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Volunteers supporting trail maintenance.

5. IMPLEMENTATION
Working together with partners and volunteers, OST is directed to
implement the 2021 Management Plan efficiently and effectively.
Management actions, detailed in Section 4, will directly inform OST
work plans over time and provide ways of communicating progress
to the public, the Open Space and Trails Board and Board of County
Commissioners. The following tables provide timing, partners and
anticipated costs for the implementation of management and
maintenance actions identified in this plan.

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

Time frame

Passively maintain geomorphological integrity of Brush Creek

Budget
Implications

Ongoing

OST, TOSV

Short-term

OST, TOSV

$$

Short-term

OST, TOSV

$$

Explore opportunities to increase or establish a buffer

Short-term

OST, TOSV

Enhance old pasturelands with native sagebrush plant

Short- and
long-term

OST

Continue mechanical treatment of mature Gambel oak to

Short-term

OST, contractor or
Youth Corps

$$

Assess forest health across the Park and local landscape

Short-term

OST, USFS, CPW,
TOSV, COA, others

$$$

Control noxious weeds as required by the State of Colorado.

Ongoing

OST, TOSV, COA

Continue the elk hunting program/lottery at Sky Mountain

Ongoing

OST, CPW

NR.1 in conjunction with beaver activity.
NR.2 Restore old ponds to riparian habitat.
NR.3 Improve "at-risk" riparian and aquatic resources.
NR.4 between trails and sensitive aquatic resources.
NR.5 communities.

NR.6 improve wildlife habitat.

NR.7 to identify priorities for future forest-health improvement
projects.

NR.8

Partners

NR.9 Park with a modification to allow hunting from trails.

$

$
$$$

Associated costs
included in annual
budget
N/A

Anticipated investment approximately $200,000 to $320,000
KEY
$

<$10,000

$$

$10,000 - $75,000

$$$

>$75,000

Anticipated costs represent a range of possible
expenditure, subject to change over time.
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

Time frame

Partners

R.1

Construct an additional route as close as possible to existing
Short-term
trails and roads to separate uphill from downhill mountain bike
traffic on Airline Trail.

OST, Airport

R.2

Install airport observation area and interpretive display.

Short-term

OST, Airport

R.3

Formally designate Deadline Trail as a downhill-only mountain
bike trail and install signage/update OST maps.

Immediate

OST

R.4

Implement Park closure from dusk to dawn.

Immediate

OST

Short-and
long-term

OST

R.5

Review best management practices and use patterns from
recreation providers and land managers addressing user
conflicts through separated use trails, directional trails,
alternating use days, and other strategies.

R.6

Install seating area made of natural materials at the top of
Viewline Trail.

Short-term

OST

R.7

Implement a policy to mandate use of certified weed-free hay
on equestrian trails.

Short-term

OST, TOSV, COA

R.8

Monitor the potential to provide a lower, singletrack
connection between Ditchline Trail and Cozyline Trail.

Long-term

OST

R.9

Acknowledge SMP in the context of greater, regional
trail connectivity and work with partners on future trail
improvements.

Long-term

OST, TOSV, COA,
USFS, BLM

Budget
Implications
$$$
$$
N/A
N/A
N/A
$
N/A
N/A
N/A

Anticipated investment approximately $95,000 to approximately $160,000

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
EO.1

Time frame

Partners

Budget
Implications

Implement a trail safety and etiquette campaign.

Routine
(annually)

TOSV, COA, OST

Provide interpretive signage to communicate restoration and

Routine
updates

OST

Increase joint coordination of OST notifications via text

Ongoing

TOSV, COA, OST

Coordinate public education opportunities such as birding hikes

Ongoing

OST, area nonprofits and program
providers

$

Ongoing

OST, area nonprofits and program
providers

$

EO.2 habitat improvement projects.

EO.3 messages and emails related to events.

EO.4 and other natural resource tours with RFC, ACES or similar
groups.

Encourage use of the Park among under-represented user

EO.5 groups and members of the community.

$
$
N/A

Anticipated investment approximately $40,000

AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
AG.1
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Cozy Point South will continue to be managed by the City
of Aspen's Cozy Point Ranch lessee. Responsibilities include
irrigation, crop production (currently hay) and noxious weed
control.
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Time frame
Routine
(annually)

Partners

Budget
Implications

COA, OST
N/A

MONITORING AND STEWARDSHIP ACTIONS

Timeframe

Budget
Implications
Associated costs
included in annual
budget

Continue to support Aspen Global Change Institute (AGCI)

Annual

OST, ACGI

Explore water-quality testing data and needs along Brush

Short-term

OST, RFC, TOSV

Monitor aspen forest health and consider options to promote

Ongoing

OST, ACGI

As needed

OST, TOSV, COA

TBD

Maintain and improve collaboration with area natural resource Ongoing

OST, COA, TOSV,
CPW, USFS

N/A

Implement routine resource monitoring for wildlife,

Ongoing

OST, TOSV

Continue to monitor recreational use.

Routine
updates

OST

MS.1 monitoring stations.
MS.2 Creek.

MS.3 regeneration in declining aspen stands as needed.
MS.4 Project-specific monitoring, pre- and post- intervention.
MS.5 managers and private landowners.

MS.6 vegetation, riparian and wetland resources.
MS.7

Partners

N/A
N/A

See Table 6

Anticipated investment approximately $110,000 to $240,000

MAINTENANCE ACTIONS

Schedule

Partners

Bi-annual

OST, TOSV

M.1

Bi-annual maintenance of all singletrack trails including, but
not limited to: corridor trimming, sightline improvements,
drainage improvements, signage replacement/updates and
other miscellaneous trail-related needs.

M.2

Provide necessary maintenance to the existing, overgrown
equestrian and hiking loop trail on Upper North Mesa.

Short-term
(1-3 years)

OST, TOSV, Roaring
Fork Horse Council

M.3

Remove old pump infrastructure and electric when no longer
Ongoing
needed, and remove old, broken sprinkler heads from pasture.

OST, TOSV, COA

Annual

OST

M.4

Annual maintenance of all paved trails including, but not
limited to: mowing of trail edges, sweeping, crack-sealing,
volcano removal, signage replacement/updates and other
miscellaneous trail-related needs.

Bi-Annual

OST

M.5

Bi-annual maintenance of soft-surface trail (shoulder of Brush
Creek Trail and pasture section of Cozyline Trail) including, but
not limited to: grading, compacting and adding more crusher
fine material on an as-needed basis.

M.6

Provide necessary maintenance of all open space signage in
and around the Park. Any new signage will follow the 2014
Pitkin County OST Signage Design Guidelines.

Ongoing

OST

KEY
$

<$10,000

$$

$10,000 - $75,000

$$$

>$75,000

Budget
Implications

Associated costs
included in annual
maintenance
budget

Anticipated costs represent a range of possible
expenditure, subject to change over time.
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APPENDIX A.

Ranching Families of
Sky Mountain Park

Sky Mountain Park brings together a collection
of properties that were once divvied up among
the first generation of ranchers and farmers who
settled the landscape outside of Aspen. Ranches
extended up both the Owl Creek and Brush Creek
valleys and occupied the area where the Town of
Snowmass Village exists today.

Sheep ranching takes place in the Brush Creek Valley in the 1950s, on
land that would later be purchased by the Droste family. Source: Sheep
Ranch, Brush Creek, 1950s. Courtesy of BERKO Photo.

Some of these lands remained in agricultural use
well into the mid-20th century and one – Cozy
Point Ranch – is once again a local food producer.
Fittingly, this City of Aspen open space property
was apparently the first to be claimed by the
settlers that accompanied the mining boom of the
1880s in Aspen.
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Historic Feature Mapped in 2011
Previously Known Historic Feature
Land Patents
Park Boundary
1 Picnic tables, wooden cook station – Upper

North Mesa
2 Log cabin with wood stove (about 15 by 20

feet) – Upper North Mesa
3 Spring, rusty pipe (2 to 3 inches in diameter) –

Upper North Mesa
4 Old log building, spring, metal pipe, stock tank

– Upper North Mesa
5 Old farm equipment – Seven Star Ranch
6 Clay pigeon shooter – Seven Star Ranch II
7 Picnic benches – Seven Star Ranch II
8 Triangular-frame wooden structure on its side

(about 10 feet tall) – Cozy Point South*
9 Old farming/ranching equipment, concrete

slabs – AspenMass
10 Old cabin – AspenMass
11 Old plywood boards and 2X4s from structure

– Seven Star Ranch
*About 100 feet east of property line

The first transfer of land ownership from the federal
government occurred in 1882, when the northern
portion of the Cozy Point Ranch parcel was granted to
the state of Colorado for school revenue. The earliest
land purchases were in 1890, through cash sales. For
example, Jotham M. “Jote” Smith purchased land
within today’s Cozy Point Ranch, Cozy Point South and
AspenMass parcels. His son, True A. Smith, purchased
land just north of his father’s place in 1892.
William M. Lemond also purchased land through
a cash sale from the federal government in 1890,
acquiring 160 acres along Brush Creek. His heirs
nearly doubled the size of the family’s landholdings
with an expansion to the south through the
Homestead Act in 1899 (see map above). Today, some
of those lands are part of Sky Mountain Park.
Just upvalley from William Lemond’s ranch was
land homesteaded by Charles Ellithorpe, on parts
of the Seven Star Ranch I and II parcels, while the
Christopher Ranch wrapped around Lemond’s land
and encompassed the Sky Mountain Park ridgeline.
2
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Alexander Cruikshank purchased a small ranch along
Brush Creek that included part of the Cozy Point
South parcel, land records show. Charles Wiese also
acquired acreage at Cozy Point South.
Miles Carroll homesteaded on a portion of the
Upper North Mesa parcel in 1895 and John Kauble
homesteaded 160 adjacent acres in 1909 on what
became Seven Star I.
Finally, George and Florence Hatch homesteaded
much of the land on the Upper North Mesa parcel
through the Stock Raising Homestead Act in the
late 1930s. The intent of Stock Raising was to allow
ranchers to privatize lands deemed to be of no value
except for livestock grazing and the growing of forage
for cattle.

JOTHAM AND TRUE A. SMITH
Jotham “Jote” Smith and his son, True, were
successful ranchers in the area now known as Cozy
Point Ranch. According to the Rocky Mountain Sun
(Oct. 3, 1885):

“The largest ranch, and perhaps the most profitable,
is that of Jote Smith, at the mouth of the [Brush]
Creek. Mr. Smith purchased this ranch in 1883 …
and has over 300 acres of land. He has this year 90
acres of oats, of heavy yield, part of which will go 60
bushels to the acre. He will have between 3,500 and
4,000 bushels of oats from this field. This crop is worth
$6,000 at least. He has a fine garden and has set out a
number of fruit trees, some of which are doing well.”
More recently, agricultural use of Cozy Point Ranch,
inspired by the local food movement, has seen a
resurgence. Sheep can once again be seen grazing on
the property, now owned by the City of Aspen and
managed under a separate management plan.

ALEXANDER CRUIKSHANK
Alexander Cruikshank was another pioneer of the
Brush Creek Valley, purchasing land that became part
of Cozy Point South. His heirs purchased land that
became part of the AspenMass and Mills open space
parcels. A carpenter by trade, Cruikshank plied his
craft in Chicago until his shops burned in the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871. He came west, landing in Aspen,
where he advertised his services as a builder and
contractor in the early 1880s. He built the first Aspen
Times building and the post office, in 1881.1 He also
acquired the 80-acre Brush Creek parcel and, joined
1

by his family from Chicago, moved out to the ranch
where he “raised a fine garden and some oats.”2
Unfortunately, Cruikshank was killed, apparently not
long after his move to Brush Creek, when his team
of horses were spooked by the sight of a dead mule
on the side of the road about a mile up Brush Creek
from his ranch. They bolted, the wagon tipped and
Cruikshank was dragged about 100 yards in the fatal
mishap. He was 65.3 A point of confusion regarding
Cruikshank is the land record indicating he bought the
Brush Creek property in 1889 – three years after his
death. Numerous newspaper mentions of Cruikshank
residing at Brush Creek before his death cannot be
reconciled with the 1889 date on his General Land
Office patent, nor does it appear that he had a son of
the same name. Alexander and Margaret Cruikshank
had four daughters.4
In 1889, one of Cruikshank’s daughters, Emma,
married Lee Sherwood at her ranch home and they
lived there for a little over a decade. In 1902, “the
country home known to all railroaders as Cozy Point”
was sold to Mr. Weise due to Emma’s ill health. Emma
and Lee moved to Carbondale.
2
3
4

Rocky Mountain Sun, Oct. 3, 1885
Rocky Mountain Sun, Oct. 2, 1886
Aspen Daily Times, Oct. 27, 1949

Aspen Times Daily, March 16, 1939

Sheep pack pens next to the barn at Cozy Point Ranch, circa 1950, when
the ranch was owned by the Mecham family. Source: Ride 'N Tie by
Clive Mecham

Robert Wiese, Auntie Cush and Charles Henry Wiese in 1923. Source:
Aspen Historical Society
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CHARLES H. WIESE
In 1923, Charles H. Wiese purchased 115 acres just
south of the former Cruikshank land he had already
acquired. Wiese’s holdings then encompassed all of
what became Cozy Point South. Little can be gleaned
about Wiese from historical newspaper accounts,
though he was often reported visiting Aspen on
business from his home on Brush Creek, sometimes
buying supplies or disposing of farm products. His
son, Robert, sometimes accompanied him on these
trips.

GETTING COZY AT COZY POINT
According to a U.S. Geologic Survey quadrangle
map, the name Cozy Point refers to the top of
the steep, shale bluff bordering Hwy. 82 just
south of Brush Creek Road, on what is now part
of Sky Mountain Park. But just how did the spot,
now known simply as Shale Bluffs, wind up with
a moniker that lives on in the names of Cozy
Point Ranch and Cozy Point South, the two open
spaces bordering the Hwy. 82/Brush Creek Road
intersection? The answer is revealed in the book
“Aspen: The Quiet Years” (Daily and Guenin,
1994, p. 387).
The book quotes Ellamae Huffine Phillips
explaining the origins of Cozy Point:
“A long time ago, down by Shale Bluffs, there
used to be a tunnel. That was the railroad. The
Midland was running and the Rio Grande was
running, too. I have to tell you why they call it
the Cozy Point. There was a tunnel along that
shale. The boys would get their girlfriends and
buggies – we didn't have anything but wagons.
If you had a car, you were rich. So, they would
get together and a bunch of them would go in
that tunnel and smooch. They would drive their
buggies in. That is how it got the name Cozy
Point. Trains didn't run at night.”
Incidentally, Brush Creek ranchers regularly rode
the Midland Railroad in and out of Aspen, as no
road existed on the highway’s alignment until
after the Midland abandoned the line in 1919.
Photo caption: The road cut midway up Shale Bluffs in this circa 1925
photo was, at one time, the Midland Railroad corridor. A railroad tunnel
at the bluffs gave rise to the name Cozy Point, as couples got “cozy”
inside of it. Source: Aspen Historical Society

His widowed sister, Eugenia Cush, called “Auntie”
by her close friends, came from Denver to live with
her widowed brother after her husband died 1904.
“She helped establish a home in the wilderness and
was a mother and more than a mother to the Wiese
children,” said her 1947 obituary.5 No mention,
however, is made about Wiese children other than
Robert in local newspapers. Charles died in 1940,
but his son continued to call Cozy Point home and
expanded his ranch with land across Brush Creek
Road.
The late Hildur Hoaglund Anderson, whose pioneer
family ranched lands that included the present-day
Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass Village,
recalled the Wieses in her 1989 memoir, “Hildur’s
Story: Notes from Her Life.” She wrote:
“Way down the valley, almost to the main road, was
the Wiese place. Charlie Wiese and his sister, Mrs.
Cush, lived there, and Charlie’s son, Bob. Mrs. Cush
was a very dear person who loved people and life. She
was very light on her feet and danced square dances
and the Virginia Reel when she was in her eighties.
When I played for dances (Anderson was an accordion
player), I always loved to watch “Auntie Cush” dance!”

CARROLL FAMILY
The Carroll family had a long history in the Brush
Creek Valley and most of what is now the Snowmass
Golf Course was originally part of their ranch. Portions
of the Upper North Mesa parcel were also once part
of their holdings.
Miles Carroll was born in 1848 in Ireland. At 16, he
came to the U.S. where he "farmed for wages on
Long Island, quarried stone in Pennsylvania, dug
soft coal near Pittsburgh, worked on a tunnel for the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, quarried gray marble
5

Aspen Daily Times, July 24, 1947

and mined coal in Illinois.” In 1878, Carroll moved to
Colorado and worked the railroad and in the mines in
Leadville. In 1882, he came over Independence Pass
and located his ranch of 500 acres in Brush Creek.6
His first wife, Maria, died in 1890 and is buried in Red
Butte Cemetery. They had one daughter, Mary Carroll.
Miles then remarried a woman named Margaret, who
was one year older than her step-daughter. Miles
Carroll was also the owner of “considerable mining
property at Pearl Pass and in Lincoln Gulch” as well as
“considerable city property.”7
Together Miles and Margaret had nine children. In
1951, grandson Kenneth Carroll purchased a small
piece of land along the East Fork of Brush Creek, a
portion of which is now part of the Hidden Valley
parcel at Sky Mountain Park.
Life in the Miles Carroll household was difficult at
times. In October 1894, an engine spark from a
threshing machine set fire to haystacks and grain,
consuming the engine and everything around it. It
was only by the “energetic work” of a bucket brigade
that the nearby barn containing 2,000 bushels of
grain was saved.8 Despite that setback, the ranch had
proven productive.
“Above the Burke farm Miles and Sam Carroll have
two ranches equally as good as that of the Burkes’.
They have cut about 35 acres of oats that will give
them 1,500 bushels, and 25 tons of hay. They have 7
acres in potatoes. This crop is worth $3,000. They also
have 22 head of cattle.”9
At another time, the Carroll home was destroyed by
fire. “The fire brings a total and complete loss on Mr.
Carroll. He has a large family to support and a wife
who is recovering from a recent illness. His house, it
is said, was not insured at all. …The family has been
separated temporarily and the children are being kept
in various households for the present.”10
Miles Carroll passed away unexpectedly from
pneumonia in October 1907, at age 65.11
6
P. Andersen, Unpublished manuscript – “The Original
Pioneers of Snowmass,” 2011
7
Aspen Daily Times, Oct. 19, 1907
8
Aspen Daily Times, Oct. 25, 1894
9
Rocky Mountain Sun, Oct 3. 1885
10
Aspen Daily Times, Feb. 8, 1903
11
Aspen Daily Times, Oct. 18, 1907

ELLITHORPE FAMILY
Charles Ellithorpe homesteaded a portion of the
Seven Star Ranch I and II parcels in 1894 (the east end
of Sky Mountain Park) and was instrumental in getting
Brush Creek Road constructed. Access to Brush Creek
ranches in those days was via Owl Creek Road.
"The road will start on the existing Brush Creek road
at a point on Charles Ellithorpe’s ranch, thence down
the left side of Brush Creek to the line between the
Cruikshank and Smith Ranches, thence along said line
to the Midland railway."12
Ellithorpe, however, was apparently none too pleased
with his compensation for the road, which bisected
his property. In 1896, he appeared before the Board
of County Commissioners to ask for money to build
a fence along the road, but the board refused, saying
Ellithorpe had signed a petition for the road and
received money for the right of way. Ellithorpe told
the board if the county built more roads in his farm “it
could have the entire tract.”13
Just a few years later, in 1898, Ellithorpe placed an ad
in the Aspen Daily Times to sell his ranch: “I will sell
my ranch on Brush Creek, 160 acres, 40 acres under
irrigation, Cheap for cash.”
Brush Creek Road did not connect to a road at the
bottom of the valley until a dirt one replaced the
railway after the Midland abandoned the line in 1919.
Later, Hwy. 82 was built along the former railroad
corridor.

ROBERTS FAMILY
The Roberts family homesteaded most of the land
where the Hidden Valley parcel is today, as well as
much of the land to the south. Robert F. Roberts was
born in Wisconsin in 1856 and traveled to Leadville in
the 1880s. He married Anna Sanborn in 1885.
Although Roberts ran a sawmill in Leadville, he saw
greater opportunities in Aspen and hauled the mill
machinery over Independence Pass in the spring of
1887 by sled. The Roberts party determined that it
was easier to move a heavy load across the pass on
packed snow than it was on wagons in the summer.
They had to chain the sled rails to slow their speed as
they descended.14
12
13
14

Aspen Weekly Times, Nov. 16, 1895
Aspen Weekly Times, Nov. 16, 1895
“Aspen: The Quiet Years” by K.K. Daily and G.T. Guenin

At the time of the 1910 census, Robert and Anna had
six children including a daughter, Florence, and son,
Arthur Bernie Roberts. Both would become integral
to the lands that are now part of Sky Mountain Park.
Robert Roberts died in 1947 and is buried at the
Aspen Grove Cemetery.
Son Arthur Roberts, or Art, worked the family ranch
and at his father’s sawmill until he became unhappy
with home life and ran away, securing work at a
sawmill up the Fryingpan Valley along with other
odd jobs. He later married Anita Smade Sterner. The
couple purchased the Christopher Ranch, much of
which was later owned by the Drostes, in 1948. The
ranch included about 1,300 acres, of which 75 acres
was irrigated farm and pasture land. Art Roberts
intended to utilize all of the available grazing land for
his livestock growing operation.15

HATCH FAMILY
Florence Roberts married George E. Hatch in 1922.
The couple apparently ran a rather large livestock
operation and acquired much of their land, now the
15

The Aspen Times, May 27, 1948

Upper North Mesa parcel, through the Homestead
Stock Raising Act in 1939. George was just 42 when he
died in 1937 after a brief bout with pneumonia.16 He
is buried at Red Butte Cemetery. The Hatches had two
daughters and a son.
In 1941, Alvin Roberts made the news when he found
a large piece of petrified wood in back of the “Hatch
homestead.” The specimen, about a foot in length,
went on display in the front window of the Aspen
Daily Times office. According to the newspaper,
the rare find was believed to be cedar. It was very
hard, with a glossy surface and two knots that were
“complete in every detail.”17
The Hatches’ most enduring legacy in the Brush
Creek Valley, however, is undoubtedly the dilapidated
house on the valley floor near the entrance to
Snowmass Village. It has been dubbed the “Hatch
House,” though details of their residency in the
house are scant. The modest abode might be more
appropriately named the “Adams House” for what
16
17

Aspen Daily Times, Jan. 14, 1937
Aspen Daily Times, April 3, 1941

The Hatch House as it appeared in 1996. Source: The Aspen Times
6
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was apparently its final inhabitants. A hand-drawn
map (source unknown) in the possession of the Aspen
Historical Society notes the house in association with
Kaubel, Hatch and Adams. The late Hildur Hoaglund
Anderson made note of the residence in “Hildur’s
Story: Notes from Her Life.” She wrote:
“There is an old house part way down Brush Creek
with a big pine tree in the front yard. That was the
home of the Adams, Fred and Mrs. Adams. Mrs.
Adams kept the house spotless, even though they
were very poor. Fred did some hauling.
“They had two daughters, Edna and Minnie. Minnie
still remembers catching a rabbit to sell to the post
master in Aspen for 50 cents so she could buy stamps
for her Christmas cards. Minnie married my brother
Ralph, and Edna married my brother Henry.”
A big pine tree still stands near the crumbling home,
though it is not clear whether it’s the same tree
Anderson remembered.
In 1996, two large homes on the ridge overlooking
Snowmass Village at the Seven Star II parcel were

proposed. Before the plan was extinguished by an
open space purchase, developers also proposed
restoring the old home on the valley floor to store hay
and equipment. Minnie Adams Hoagland, then 83 and
residing in Fruita, recalled living in the house with her
parents and sister, Edna. They rented it from Charlie
Gavin, she said.18 Gavin was a one-time owner of the
Seven Star II land.
“It was just a little old shell of a house. I’m surprised
it’s still standing,” Minnie Hoagland said in 1996.
She said her family raised a little hay and her father,
Fred, cut timber in the surrounding woods for a
living. Minnie and Edna shared one bedroom in the
tiny house and their parents shared the other.19 She
recalled barns and a small log cabin along Brush Creek
in those days, as well.
The house remained vacant after the Adams family
moved into Aspen – probably by the early 1930s,
according to Hildur Hoaglund Anderson.
“Every time we went by, I’d look down that way.
18
19

The Aspen Times, April 20-21, 1996
The Aspen Times, April 20-21, 1996

A reminder of days past, the Hatch House sits nestled against the
hillside in the Brush Creek Valley. Source: OST
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Vandals were knocking out the windows and doing things to the house
that made me sad because the Adamses were such wonderful people.
Mrs. Adams kept that house in perfect order,” Anderson said.20

KAUBLE FAMILY
John A. Kauble, in 1909, homesteaded much of what became known as
Seven Star Ranch. He was born in 1861 in the Midwest and apparently
was a teamster. He married May (1875-1914) and they had a daughter,
Velma, in 1898. Not much is known about his ranch, though “Jack”
Kauble was reported to have brought in a load of oats from his Brush
Creek ranch to one of Aspen’s feed stores in 1908. Apparently Kauble
was a road overseer in 1898 and ran for Pitkin County sheriff in 1908.
The name of Seven Star Ranch came much later. According to Bruce
Droste, seven business partners associated with the property came up
with the name. A search of county Clerk and Recorder records revealed a
trade name for Seven Star Ranch was recorded on Feb. 16, 1982.21
20
21

The Aspen Times, April 20-21, 1996
Book 422 Page 77
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• Pitkin County Historical Newspapershttps://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.
org/
• Historical Aerial Photographs (1968)
– USDA Farm Service Agency Aerial
Photography Field Office
Manuscripts/Books:
• Andersen, P. 2011. Unpublished
manuscript. The Original Pioneers of
Snowmass.
• Daily, K.K. and G.T. Guenin, 1994. Aspen:
The Quiet Years. Published by Red Ink Inc.,
Aspen, Colorado.
• Gilbert, Anne M. 1992. Rural People with
Connections: Farm and Ranch Families
in the Roaring Fork Valley, Colorado.
Master of Arts Thesis submitted to the
Department of History, University of
Colorado Boulder.
Internet Sites:
• Ancestry.com
• FindaGrave.com
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APPENDIX B.

2012 Management Actions
Progress Audit
Management Actions

Status

1. Improve Wildlife Habitat
Complete
1.1 Close Sky Mountain Park to all recreational use from
December 1 – May 15. Exceptions to this closure are the
Highline and Lowline Trail, Aspen Mass Trail, and Cozy Point
Ranch. Management will be very limited during this period,
but allowed for research and wildlife management. These
closure dates will be revisited as data is obtained on wildlife
use of the property during the fall, winter, and early spring.
Flexible closure dates could be established if the collected
data illustrates different use patterns that would allow
opening the area early or neccessitate keeping it closed
longer.
1.2 Eliminate all noxious weed infestations in the 300 acre
Ongoing
project area.
1.3

1.4

1.5

Mechanical treatments on approximately 300 acres to
Complete
masticate approximately 75% of the oak/mixed shrubland to
simulate a typical disturbance by fire. The remaining mature
vegetation will provide seed production and cover. Not all
mountain shrublands are targeted for treatments to provide
age diversity and benefit certain species that utilize mature
vegetation like Virginia’s warblers. Site conditions like grade
of slope will determine if a machine or chainsaw crew will
be used. Staff will consult with Colorado Parks and Wildlife
and the wildlife biologist that surveyed the property to
layout the specific treatment areas. Treating approximately
300 acres within a 10 year period will allow a 15-30 year
window of improved wildlife habitat.
Monitor the effects of treatments to determine if desired
Ongoing
outcomes were achieved and to detect any noxious weed
invasions. Adapt future treatments if necessary based on
data obtained from monitoring. Continue to monitor the
untreated mixed mountain shrublands to determine when
and if these areas should be treated.

Allow hunting for elk on Pitkin County owned parcels.
Ongoing
This will help Colorado Parks and Wildlife manage elk
populations and avoid creating a refuge effect in the park
which could impact vegetation from increased herbivory.
The Airline/Radar Road, Skyline Ridge, and Ditchline Trails
will be closed to public recreation during the last public
rifle season. This occurs in mid-November and last for
approximately 4-6 days. Only cow elk will be hunted and up
to 5 licensed hunters will be allowed access. Access will be
non-motorized and a lottery system developed to choose
hunters. Authorized hunters will be allowed off-trail.

2021 Update Step
Continue the seasonal recreation closures
to protect ungulate migration, winter, and
reproduction activity on Sky Mountain Park.
Maintain the current dog restrictions. Wildlife
monitoring at Sky Mountain Park should be
continued, in part, as a means to monitor the
success and/or effects of habitat management
and to determine the effects of recreation
planning and management on wildlife. Maintain
limited access for research and managment
activities (granted on case by case basis).
Refine goal to include targeted treatments
under specific projects, and make a separate
property-wide noxious weed action item.
2014 oak mastication treatments were very
successful. 105 acres of Gambel Oak were
mechanically treated.
Expand the Gambel oak treatments to slopes
on the south side of Sky Mountain Park (former
Droste/Seven Star) that the Tigercat Mulcher
could not safely treat using hand crews.
Continue vegetation baseline monitoring and
revise vegetation type map at approximate 10
year intervals. Monitor oak treatment area for
noxious weeds and control as needed.
Continue noxious weed control work. Priority
given to any Colorado List A species as well as
any List B species that are currently designated
for elimination in Pitkin County.
Quantiative and qualititative montior has
occured to assess effectiveness of treatment.
Three monitoring transecsts have been
established and are monitored for vegetation
cover, species richness, and relative cover of
native verus non-native plants.
Continue elk hunting program. The risk of
mortality from a predator, including humans
during hunting season, can cause animals to
change resource selection strategies to avoid
risk. In the absence of natural predators,
hunting pressure can increase elk movement
rates so that they cannot congregate above
carrying capacity in a given area.
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1.6

Remove all unnecessary fencing.

2 Aspen Regeneration
2.1 Monitor each Aspen stand and determine the best
management activities to promote vigorous aspen
regeneration that will withstand heavy grazing pressure by
deer and elk.

Complete

All fence above knee-height and posing risk to
wildlife has been removed.

Additional
Targeted surveys of Aspen stand were
Steps Needed completed and opportunities identified for
ecological enhancement at some aspen stands.
Implement aspen forest health projects to
promote resiliency.

3 Sagebrush, Grasslands, Former Agricultural, and Disturbed Area Restoration
3.1 Develop a plan and test different methods for creating more Complete
species diversity in decadent sagebrush areas dominated by
crested wheatgrass in the understory.

Field research assessed multiple strategies
to reduce crested wheatgrass coverage
and increase native understory. Short term
reductions were only achieved with glyphosate
herbicide application. 5 years post treatment
revealed no change in treated versus control
plots. Results led to the recommendation that
management goals favor a passive management
approach to crested wheatgrass focusing on
the health of the sagebrush and containment of
noxious weeds.
3.2 Reclaim the agricultural ponds and create a plan to restore Ongoing
Brush Creek Pond Restoration Plan & Sagebrush
the disturbed area and adjacent former agricultural pasture
Testplot Plan are designed and currently being
back to native grass and shrub lands.
implemented.
3.3 When no longer needed for restoration and management
Additional
Consider restoring the disturbed pipeline
activities restore the old road on the former Droste parcel
Steps Needed corridors on Cozy Point South and Burlingame
back to native vegetation.
West. These pipelines should be restored to
their native mountain shrubland vegetation
community to reduce fragmentation.
4 Noxious Weed Control
4.1 Work across jurisdictional boundaries to develop an
Ongoing
Seek to eliminate all List A Noxious Weeds and
Integrated Pest Management Plan to manage all state-listed
supress or contain List B and C noxious weeds.
noxious weeds.
Maintain records of any pesticide application.
4.2 Engage the community through volunteer weed removal
Ongoing
days to assist in the management of certain noxious
weeds. Specifically, ox-eye daisy occurs in wetland and
riparian habitats that limit or prohibit the use of herbicides.
Volunteers would be extremely helpful to remove the weeds
in these areas.
5 Agriculture
Cozy Point South lessee responsibile for haying
[No Action Items Included in 2012 Plan
the field.
6 Surveys
6.1 Complete a thorough inventory of the silverleaf milkvetch
Complete
The state rare silverleaf milkvetch populations
(Astragalus argophyllus var. martinii), a state critically
are healthy and are not adversely affected by
imperiled species.
the new trails.
6.2

10

Continue avian point counts in a repeatable manner every
three years.
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Ongoing

Avian monitoring is conducted every 3 years,
with statistical analysis and reporting conducted
every ten years. From an effective monitoring
perspective, every other year is really the
largest interval that should be used. If done at
greater intervals and there is a “throw away”
year similar to 2015 where late snowy/stormy
weather altered migration timing and patterns,
then the effective interval would be 6 years with
4 consecutive years of no data.

6.3

Monitor vegetation transects and establish new transects
in areas slated for vegetation manipulation. Monitor
vegetative cover, species richness, and the associated
Floristic Quality Index on the baseline transects every 3
years.
6.4 Work with Colorado Parks and Wildlife to determine the
need for a mule deer movement study in and around Sky
Mountain Park. A better understanding of habitat use
and movement is necessary prior to making management
recommendations for this species.
7 Riparian and Wetland Restoration
7.1 All mapped areas of Brush Creek that are rated Functional at
Risk will be monitored and plans to restore these areas will
be developed.

Ongoing

Determined
Unnecessary

Prior to implementation of major habitat or
recreation development projects, targeted
surveys should be conducted and for a few
years following completion to determine effects
on wildlife communities and MIS.
Given the large-scale current elk study that OST
and CPW are cooperating on now and for the
next few years, it is unrealistic to pursue a such
deer study at present.

Ongoing

Geomorphological assessment findings
indicated little evidence of degraded channel
form or sediment dynamics negatively
impacting the watershed health, functional
ripairan communities and little threat to human
infrastructue, therefore aggresive management
intervention is not warranted. Additional
opportunities for focused wetland and riparian
restoration.
7.2 Create a plan to restore the fen, protect it from trail users, Additional
Eradicate cattails at the fen on Upper North
and provide educational signage to explain the importance Steps Needed Mesa. A wipe-on application of an aquatic rated
of this wetland.
herbicide such as Rodeo is recommended so
that no overspray will occur. Work with the
local noxious weed contractor and ecologist to
determine the best method.
7.3 Realign existing trails and design new trails to be a minimum Additional
Wherever possible re-align trails to be located
of 100 meters from wetlands and riparian areas where
Steps Needed 100 meters away from aquatic resources.
possible.
Upper North Mesa Equestrian and Hiking Trail is
directly adjacent to a pond with a small wetland
fringe. Consider realigning the trail.
8 Recreation
Status
Existing Trails
8.1 Continue to realign the Skyline Ridge Trail to provide more sustainable grades.
Complete
8.2 Realign and provide the necessary maintenance on the existing equestrian trails.
Complete
8.3 Assess the Highline and Lowline trails to ensure sustainable grades and good connections with all
Separation of uses
new trails and trailheads. Also investigate the existing and former equestrian trails in this area to see determined to be
what separation of use can be accommodated.
infeasible.
Brush Creek under
8.4 Survey wildlife use along the Brush Creek Trail corridor during the winters of 2012 and 2013 to
determine how wildlife use and cross the trail corridor and the potential for allowing Nordic skiing
1041 approval Dec
on the trail. The trail is currently not mapped as winter range for elk or mule deer, but there are
1 - Mar 31. Cozy Point
wildlife concerns on most of the rest of the property, so this will be investigated to determine if
South Section conflict
human use of this corridor in the winter months will impact elk and mule deer during the critical
with wildlife.
winter months.
8.5 Monitor the existing picnic areas to determine if any upgrades are necessary. The existing hitching
Complete
post in the picnic area on the Skyline Ridge trail is in need of repair.
New Trails
8.6 Rimline Trail would use an old existing trail. Some reroutes and new trail segments will be necessary Objective completed as
to ease the grades to make the trail more sustainable. The trail would intersect with Brush Creek
Seven Star Trail
Road at the location with best site lines to allow a safe crossing of Brush Creek Road. Signage would
be installed on the trail and road to provide a safe crossing. The trail would then connect with the
Brush Creek Trail.
8.11 Cozyline Trail connects Cozy Point Ranch and the Brush Creek Trail to Sky Mountain Park. Separation Complete
of uses is not possible in this location. The trail will be created with good sight-lines and as few
switchbacks as possible to lessen conflicts between users.
8.12 Modify the existing island at the entrance to Brush Creek Road from Highway 82 to allow a safe
Incomplete
equestrian crossing of Brush Creek Road to connect Cozy Point Ranch to Sky Mountain Park.
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8.13 Airline Trail will connect the Owl Creek Trail to the Cozyline Trail. This will replace the Radar Road
in the future. OST is working with the Airport on this alignment and the final alignment may be
different than what is proposed on the map.
8.14 Flatline Trail is an equestrian and hiking connection to the Skyline Ridge Trail. This will allow
separation of uses in this area. Once this trail is complete the Viewline Trail will be a mountain bike
and hiking only trail.
8.15 Cozy Point Loop Trail provides a trail opportunity out of Cozy Point Ranch. Nordic skiing
opportunities will also be explored on Cozy Point Ranch.
8.16 Ditchline Trail connects the Viewline Trail to the Skyline Ridge Trail. This alignment uses an old ditch
and ranch roads till it reaches the old road that connects to the Skyline Ridge Trail. The old road to
the Skyline Ridge Trail is way too steep and eroded. This road will be reclaimed and a new trail with
sustainable grades will be built around the old road corridor.
8.17 Highline to Viewline Connector Trail will create a loop opportunity from the Highline Trail. The
type of uses will be determined based on the assessment of the Highline and Lowline listed in the
existing trail management actions. This trail may be deemed unnecessary if alternative access can be
obtained from the neighboring private landowners. There is an existing radio tower road that could
be utilized in whole or part and would negate the need for this trail.
8.18 Cozy Point South Loop Trail uses the old ditch and provides a short loop from Cozy Point Ranch or
the Brush Creek Intercept Lot. No trail building will occur and signage will be installed to direct trail
users around the agriculture pasture.
8.19 Buttermilk Connector links Sky Mountain Park and Buttermilk via singletrack.
Trailhead Actions
8.20 Create a plan to reopen the former trailhead on Owl Creek Road.

Complete
Separation of use
goal achieved
through Deadline trail
construction.
Complete
Complete

Achieved through
Deadline trail
construction.
Complete
Complete

Completed as Airline
Trailhead
8.21 Formalize an agreement with the Snowmass Chapel to utilize a portion of the cemetery property off Determined Not
of Highline Road for the creation of a trailhead that can accommodate horse trailers.
Needed
8.22 Explore the possibility of allowing public parking at Cozy Point Ranch. This would allow horse trailers Determined Not
to access the new trails on Cozy Point Ranch and provide access to the Cozyline and Skyline Ridge
Needed
Trail.
Commercial and Special Use Actions
8.23 Create a permit system to allow limited equestrian commercial use on Flatline, Cozyline, Skyline
City Management Plan
Ridge, Radar Road, Ditchline, and Rimline Trails operating out of Cozy Point Ranch. Limited use will for Cozy Point Ranch
begin with a guided 4-6 person group two times a day only when trails are dry and open for public
determined this is not
use.
a use to be explored
8.24 Continue to permit equestrian commercial use on the equestrian trails originating out of Town Park Permitted through
in Snowmass Village.
TOSV. Continue to
permit.
8.25 Develop permit guidelines for other commercial uses, like bike or nature tours if there is demand.
8.26 Allow only limited special uses to prevent conflicts with public use and impacts to natural resources.
Limited special uses are events organized by Pitkin County, Town of Snowmass Village, and/or the
City of Aspen. Non-profit organizations can obtain a special use permit if the event is determined
by the agency partners to be consistent with the goals of this management plan and do not impact
the natural resources. Special Use regulations may be adopted in the future if demand increases for
events on Sky Mountain Park.
9 Signage and Education
9.1 Use the Smuggler Mountain Open Space sign plan as a model for the type of signs and kiosks that
Ongoing
will be used on Sky Mountain Park.
9.2 Locate areas to place educational signage throughout the park. Work with environmental
Ongoing
organizations like Roaring Fork Conservancy and Aspen Center for Environmental Studies to assist in
educational sign design and placement.
9.3 Continue and expand offerings for guided environmental education tours of Sky Mountain Park.
Ongoing
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SURVEY PARTICIPATION

APPENDIX C.

Total Survey Respondents
665 individuals

COMMUNITY SURVEY
RESULTS

Top 3 User Groups Represented

4.5 Star
Average
Rating

IMPORTANT ATTRIBUTES
Chart Title

Chartrespondents
Title
Ranked below are the attributes survey
indicated were
most
them.
Beautyimportant
/ Protection to
of Scenic
Views

Beauty / Protection of Scenic Views
Trail Type and Variety
Trail Type and Variety
Protection of Wildlife Habitat and Natural
Protection Resources
of Wildlife Habitat and Natural
Resources
Trail Safety / User Conflicts
Trail Safety / User Conflicts
Access and Connectivity / Easy to get to
Access and Connectivity / Easy to get to
Level of Trail Difficulty
Level of Trail Difficulty
Signage and Wayfinding
Signage and Wayfinding
Diversity and Inclusivity of Trail Users
Diversity and Inclusivity of Trail Users
0%

1. Mountain Bikers 91.1%
2. Trail Runners
2.6%
3. Hikers		
2.4%
More than half of all
respondents feel all attributes
are meeting or exceeding
expectations in their current
condition
Below are the Top 5 ranked in
order by % of respondents
97.7% Beauty / Protection of
Scenic Views
90.5% Signage and Wayfinding
90.2% Access and Connectivity /
Easy to get to
90.2% Protection of Wildlife
Habitat and Natural Resources

20%
40%
60%
80%
100%
120%
77.1%
0%
20%
40%
60%
80%
100%
120%
Important Somewhat Important Not Important I don’t know, I haven’t thought about it
Important Somewhat Important Not Important I don’t know, I haven’t thought about it

Visitation Patterns of Respondents

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT
Trail safety and user conflicts were cited by 41.% of respondents as
not meeting expectations. Within the write-in comments, respondents
provided details about what is needed to improve the Park in the
future. Below are the major themes:
1. Directional Trails - Consideration of Various User Groups, i.e.
Mountain Bikers, Hikers/Trail Runners and Equestrians
2. Address User Conflicts and Safety
3. Connectivity of Trails System Including Interior Loop Trails and Ties
to Greater Area Trails System
4. Educate Users on Trail Etiquette and Enforce Rules.
5. Skills Progression - Accommodate All Ages and Abilities from
Beginner to Advanced
Respondents Spanned the Valley and Represented Adults and Seniors
Aspen
		
Snowmass Village
Downvalley		

34.5%
21.0%
35.3%

(Basalt, Carbondale, Glenwood Springs)

Under 19
Ages 20-30
Ages 31-40
Ages 41-50

Level of Trail Difficulty

0.5%
7.3%
29.5%
26.2%

Ages 51-60 21.9%
Over 61
14.2%

37.8%
26.9%
22.4%
5.8%
3.7%
1.6%
0.75%

A few times a week
About once a week
A few times a month
A few times per season
About once a month
About once per season
Never

Most Used Parking Areas
Snowmass Town Park
Brush Creek Park-and-Ride
Buttermilk Parking Lot
Tom Blake Trailhead

57.1%
36.9%
27.5%
20.4%

EVENTS
51.1% Supported Maintaining
Limited Events
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update

Q1 What is the way you most frequently experience Sky Mountain Park?
Answered: 664

Skipped: 1

Walking/Hiking

Trail Running

Mountain Biking
Cycling (Brush
Creek Trail)
Horseback
Riding
Wildlife
Viewing
A Race or
Program (For...
I do not
use/visit Sk...
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Walking/Hiking

2.41%

16

Trail Running

2.56%

17

Mountain Biking

91.11%

605

Cycling (Brush Creek Trail)

0.75%

5

Horseback Riding

1.51%

10

Wildlife Viewing

0.30%

2

A Race or Program (For example, Aspen Cycling Club, Special Event or Roaring Fork Cycling)

0.15%

1

I do not use/visit Sky Mountain Park

0.90%

6

Other (please specify)

0.30%

2

TOTAL

664

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

E bike. Non throttle

6/6/2021 10:49 PM

2

your questionaire is faulty as it appears you only may value those whoe "use" the area.

5/31/2021 5:08 PM

14
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Surveys are only as good as how well they are written.
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update

Q2 How often do you visit Sky Mountain Park during the season, May 16th
– November 30th?
Answered: 664

Skipped: 1

A few times a
week
About once a
week
A few times a
month
About once a
month
A few times
per season
About once per
season
Never
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

A few times a week

37.80%

251

About once a week

26.96%

179

A few times a month

22.44%

149

About once a month

3.77%

25

A few times per season

5.87%

39

About once per season

1.66%

11

Never

0.75%

5

Other (please specify)

0.75%

5

TOTAL

664

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Several times during the summer and fall

6/11/2021 12:16 PM

2

only visit if a friend wants to. I do not want to be a part of the impacts on this property from
allowing people to disturb a large swath of land in the Brush Creek watershed

5/31/2021 5:08 PM

3

I used to ride horseback on Sky Mtn. Park with Lauri smith and Tina White, because they had

5/23/2021 3:19 PM

3 / 72
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
respect from the bikers, because they could give tickets for ultra fast and disrespectful
mountain bikers. Most equestrians never ride sky mtn anymore, because it is dangerous. The
Tom Blake Equestrian has no parking, so we can not access it without going through the round
about and then ride the very dangerous lower part of Sky Mountain and then cross the very
busy Owl Creek Road. Very sad that the only safe trail in TOV is the North Mesa Trail.
4

sometimes 5 days a week!

5/20/2021 8:12 PM

5

About 4 times a month

5/20/2021 10:11 AM

16
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update

Q3 How do you typically travel to Sky Mountain Park?
Answered: 664

Skipped: 1

Car

Bike

Walk, Run, Hike

Horse

I don't visit
Sky Mountain...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Car

50.45%

335

Bike

57.83%

384

Walk, Run, Hike

3.46%

23

Horse

1.05%

7

I don't visit Sky Mountain Park

0.90%

6

Total Respondents: 664

5 / 72

Sky Mountain Park Management Plan | 17
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Q4 What parking areas and/or trails do you most frequently use to access
Sky Mountain Park? (check all that apply)
SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
Answered: 661

Skipped: 4

Brush Creek
Park-and-Rid...
Buttermilk
Parking Lot
Snowmass Town
Park (Rodeo...
Tom Blake
Trailhead a...
Cozy Point
Ranch
Butterline

Owl Creek Trail
Brush Creek
Trail
Airline
Trailhead
Cozyline
Trailhead
Highline/Lowlin
e Trail
Viewline Trail

Rim Trail North
Seven Star
Trail
Upper North
Mesa Equestr...
Cozy Pony Loop

I don't know

N/A
Other (please
specify)
0%

18
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Brush Creek Park-and-Ride (Intercept lot)

36.91%

244

Buttermilk Parking Lot

27.53%

182

Snowmass Town Park (Rodeo Lot)

57.19%

378

Tom Blake Trailhead and Parking Lot

20.42%

135

Cozy Point Ranch

3.18%

21

Butterline

22.09%

146

Owl Creek Trail

9.53%

63

Brush Creek Trail

11.04%

73

Airline Trailhead

28.29%

187

Cozyline Trailhead

27.53%

182

Highline/Lowline Trail

24.21%

160

Viewline Trail

28.29%

187

Rim Trail North

27.38%

181

Seven Star Trail

26.93%

178

Upper North Mesa Equestrian Trail

0.61%

4

Cozy Pony Loop

1.21%

8

I don't know

0.76%

5

N/A

5.30%

35

Other (please specify)

6.66%

44

Total Respondents: 661
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

bike from home

6/16/2021 3:10 PM

2

Airport Business Center

6/16/2021 2:39 PM

3

Park at a friends house in E Owl Creek to start at Airline

6/11/2021 7:49 PM

4

Deadline

6/11/2021 2:21 PM

5

ride from aspen on rio grande then owl creek

6/11/2021 12:37 PM

6

From Brush Creek Village

6/8/2021 8:25 PM

7

Ditchline

6/6/2021 10:35 PM

8

Walk to park or bike

6/2/2021 11:35 PM

9

My home.

6/1/2021 8:12 AM

10

I live nearby, so I either walk or ride my mountaing bike

5/31/2021 11:28 AM

11

Home

5/31/2021 8:16 AM

12

None. I never drive to use Droste.

5/29/2021 7:31 AM

13

I don't drive here

5/26/2021 3:35 PM

8 / 72
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
14

Aspen

5/26/2021 3:30 PM

15

I ride here

5/26/2021 2:57 PM

16

I don't know where to park and access, so I don't use very often

5/26/2021 10:41 AM

17

I live in Snowmass. I bike to all trails

5/25/2021 8:18 AM

18

2 Creeks parking lot

5/25/2021 5:51 AM

19

Ride from home

5/24/2021 1:25 PM

20

Rodeo Lot

5/23/2021 3:19 PM

21

Snowmass rec center parking lot

5/22/2021 7:20 AM

22

Ride from home

5/21/2021 5:22 PM

23

Rodeo Lot

5/20/2021 3:11 PM

24

Deadline

5/20/2021 2:08 PM

25

We can' t with a truck and trailer...no access really

5/19/2021 3:53 PM

26

I live here and bike from my front door

5/19/2021 10:51 AM

27

Ditchline

5/19/2021 10:27 AM

28

Snowmass Club

5/19/2021 7:38 AM

29

I ride/ walk from my house

5/18/2021 8:37 PM

30

From my house

5/18/2021 8:01 PM

31

Duplex on Bonita drive

5/18/2021 4:25 PM

32

Two Creeks

5/18/2021 2:48 PM

33

Deadline

5/18/2021 2:07 PM

34

Snowmass Village Core

5/18/2021 12:48 PM

35

base village

5/18/2021 12:42 PM

36

ditchline

5/17/2021 9:15 AM

37

Access to 7 star via south rim trialhead.

5/17/2021 9:06 AM

38

live near by

5/17/2021 8:37 AM

39

I ride from my home in Snowmass Village

5/17/2021 7:42 AM

40

Live close by

5/16/2021 8:34 PM

41

Ride from my house

5/16/2021 4:14 PM

42

Snowmass Rec Center lot

5/16/2021 2:29 PM

43

N/A live in SMV and bike to trailheads

5/16/2021 2:08 PM

44

Ride from town

5/15/2021 8:37 PM

20
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Q5 Please indicate how important each of the following attributes of Sky
Mountain Park are to you and how well current conditions meet your
expectations.
Answered: 594

Skipped: 71

Importance

Access and
Connectivity...

Signage and
Wayﬁnding

Beauty /
Protection o...

Protection of
Wildlife...

Trail Type and
Variety

Level of Trail
Diﬃculty

Trail Safety /
User Conﬂicts

Diversity and
Inclusivity ...

0%

10%

20%

Very important �
Not Important �

30%

40%

Important �

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Somewhat Important �

I don’t know, I haven’t thought about it
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Thoughts on Current Conditions
Access and
Connectivity...

Signage and
Wayﬁnding

Beauty /
Protection o...

Protection of
Wildlife...

Trail Type and
Variety

Level of Trail
Diﬃculty

Trail Safety /
User Conﬂicts

Diversity and
Inclusivity ...
0%

10%

20%

30%

Does not meet expectations

40%

50%

Meets expectations

I don't know, haven't thought about it
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70%

80%

90% 100%

Exceeds expectations
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Importance
VERY
IMPORTANT
�

IMPORTANT
�

Access and
Connectivity / Easy to
get to

46.69%
275

33.96%
200

15.28%
90

3.40%
20

0.34%
2

0.34%
2

589

Signage and Wayfinding

21.84%
126

34.14%
197

29.29%
169

13.34%
77

1.21%
7

0.17%
1

577

Beauty / Protection of
Scenic Views

61.31%
355

28.84%
167

8.46%
49

1.04%
6

0.17%
1

0.17%
1

579

Protection of Wildlife
Habitat and Natural
Resources

55.20%
324

31.01%
182

12.27%
72

1.19%
7

0.17%
1

0.17%
1

587

Trail Type and Variety

51.11%
300

36.46%
214

11.07%
65

1.02%
6

0.17%
1

0.17%
1

587

29.74%
174

42.05%
246

23.59%
138

4.44%
26

0.00%
0

0.17%
1

585

Trail Safety / User
Conflicts

52.40%
306

30.82%
180

13.01%
76

2.57%
15

0.86%
5

0.34%
2

584

Diversity and Inclusivity
of Trail Users

20.41%
119

30.02%
175

28.82%
168

15.09%
88

4.63%
27

1.03%
6

583

Level of Trail Difficulty

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT
�

NOT
IMPORTANT
�

I DON’T KNOW, I
HAVEN’T
THOUGHT ABOUT
IT

N/A

TOTAL

Thoughts on Current Conditions
DOES NOT MEET
EXPECTATIONS

MEETS
EXPECTATIONS

EXCEEDS
EXPECTATIONS

I DON'T KNOW,
HAVEN'T THOUGHT
ABOUT IT

N/A

TOTAL

Access and Connectivity
/ Easy to get to

7.84%
24

70.59%
216

19.61%
60

1.31%
4

0.65%
2

306

Signage and Wayfinding

6.25%
19

69.74%
212

20.72%
63

2.63%
8

0.66%
2

304

Beauty / Protection of
Scenic Views

1.31%
4

59.02%
180

38.69%
118

0.33%
1

0.66%
2

305

Protection of Wildlife
Habitat and Natural
Resources

2.95%
9

65.90%
201

24.26%
74

6.23%
19

0.66%
2

305

Trail Type and Variety

27.45%
84

63.07%
193

8.17%
25

1.31%
4

0.00%
0

306

19.61%
60

69.28%
212

7.84%
24

1.96%
6

1.31%
4

306

Trail Safety / User
Conflicts

41.61%
129

51.94%
161

4.19%
13

1.94%
6

0.32%
1

310

Diversity and Inclusivity
of Trail Users

15.18%
46

62.38%
189

4.29%
13

16.17%
49

1.98%
6

303

Level of Trail Difficulty

#

PLEASE ADD ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS REGARDING ANY OF THE ABOVE
ELEMENTS OF SKY MOUNTAIN PARK.

DATE

1

Directional Trails Safety Please make a climbing trail on the buttermilk side to avoid
dangerous interactions on airline with cyclists descending.

6/16/2021 9:25 PM

12 / 72
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2

Connectivity of Trails Skill Progression As a beginner, and now intermediate mountain
biker, this trail network has been a great place to grow - you don't have to be a super athlete to
have fun here, and feel like you are progressing and having success as a rider. Would love to
see a single-track connection from the roundabout to the intercept lot.

6/16/2021 7:56 PM

3

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Safety I love riding Sky Mountain Park. My
biggest wish is that there would be way to safely connect the Cozyline and Airline trailheads
(so that you could ride up one and down the other).

6/16/2021 6:01 PM

4

Advanced/Tech Trails More fast, jumpy, flowy, advanced trails

6/16/2021 4:20 PM

5

General Comment Awesome place to explore and get exercise. Excited for furture
improvements to this awesome area!

6/16/2021 4:12 PM

6

Trail Maintenance Please stop buffing out the trails.

6/16/2021 4:09 PM

7

E-bikes NO no e bikes smart

6/16/2021 3:12 PM

8

Directional Trails I love climbing airline, but it also would be cool if there was an aspen side
way of climbing (not cozy) so you don't get smoked by downhill bikers. But not a big deal. I
love all the trails. Thank you for building them!

6/16/2021 3:08 PM

9

Directional Trails Signage and Education More signage on etiquette, as well as
consideration for one way designation for bike trails.

6/16/2021 3:06 PM

10

Directional Trails More one ways. Another downhill only near cozy point would be great

6/16/2021 3:02 PM

11

Directional Trails Safety trail safety / user conflicts are the element that can use the most
improvements in SMP, but it is mostly related to the conflicts present on the bi-directional
Airline Trail, a parallel trail to the existing route would address this issue. Since this is the only
way to access the park from the Aspen side, an improvement to help the trail system function
better is warranted. In comparison, the Snowmass side of SMP has many access points to
help disperse users, including on the mostly bi-directional trails.

6/16/2021 2:51 PM

12

Connectivity of Trails i answered na on diversity as there are no barriers, so if people want to
use if for approved uses, there is nothing stopping them - its free. that is great, so not sure
needs any improving. I think an important add, that would not distract from wildlife or views, is
to create singletrack trail that ebbs and flows with counters and parallels (on side of valley not
at creek) the full way down Brush Creek

6/16/2021 2:50 PM

13

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails It would be good to have directional downhill and
climbing routes on the east side of the park. Continuing to add features or more difficult
trails/sections would be appreciated.

6/16/2021 2:39 PM

14

E-bikes YES Allow e bikes(class 1 only)

6/16/2021 1:48 PM

15

Safety Seperated Use Trails Absolutely love Sky mountain as a mountain biker. I do think
there is a safety issue when hikers use the airline area because the more often than not stop
in dry dangerous areas. I’ve heard rumors about a second trail near airline and having each
alternate their direction- love the idea. I’m amazed I haven’t been involved in a collision with
the amount I use airline. I love sky mountain and appreciate those who help upkeep it.

6/16/2021 1:00 PM

16

Safety Seperated Use Trails While there seems to be few user conflicts, additional
separate use trails may be helpful.

6/15/2021 11:12 PM

17

Safety Trail Maintenance Two-Way Trails I am disappointed that the whoop de doos on
deadline have become so developed that it's almost impossible NOT to get air if one doesn't
wish to. I would love to see it made into a TWO WAY trail again. It is really the closest access
to Tom Blake if one wants to head to points east from that trail. There is a whole MOUNTAIN
FULL of downhill trails right on the other side of the valley. The downhillers tear up and trash
the trails with their speed and style of riding.

6/15/2021 10:43 PM

18

General Comment Thank You Pitkin County

6/15/2021 2:00 PM

19

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Seven Star trail should be ONE WAY (downhill),
have experienced numerous incidents of potentially dangerous situations when on this trail. I
suggest a connecter trail from Highland to the top of Owl Creek Pass.. a "Higher" line to avoid
traveling on the road to connect with Owl Creek Trail. A trail that branches off of Highline and
brings you to the sharp Sunny Ranch bend .. I believe it would be safer.

6/15/2021 1:27 PM

24
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20

Safety Signage and Education Two-Way Trails A 30 year Aspen mountain biker I am
against flow trails because they make it too easy to ride downhill too fast and it’s much harder
to enjoy a climb and it’s creating user conflicts we need more education or more speed bumps.
I don’t like one way trails they discriminate less skilled riders and people who love to climb.
ALL Trails should be two way.

6/15/2021 7:25 AM

21

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Safety Airline trail can be really dangerous with
uphill and downhill traffic. There are several blind turns that could use signage reminding riders
to ring a bell or slow down. Or just make it one way! It would also be great have a better loop
option - preventing bikers from going up and down Airline and Cozyline in the same trip.

6/14/2021 10:13 PM

22

Connectivity of Trails Safety A trail connecting ditch line to cozy line would be a great
addition. This would allow a loop and for the possibility of one way traffics all on single track
for rider and runner safety

6/14/2021 6:45 PM

23

Regulations keep horses off these trails!

6/14/2021 5:34 PM

24

Advanced/Tech Trails More difficulty of trail needs to be added to the area. Different from
just flow and smooth

6/14/2021 2:06 PM

25

Directional Trails I think the entire system should be one way

6/14/2021 11:07 AM

26

Advanced/Tech Trails Connectivity of Trails A single-track alternative to Brush Creek Trail
connecting from Rodeo Lot area to Intercept would be a great addition. Most trails lack natural
technical obstacles, e.g. - rocks, that add interest and variation.

6/14/2021 10:41 AM

27

Directional Trails Thank you for making Deadline a downhill-only trail! It is my favorite trail to
bike in Aspen-Snowmass.

6/14/2021 10:29 AM

28

Regulations I like having no dogs allowed. Keeps it clean.

6/13/2021 9:38 PM

29

Safety Worry about increasing traffic with downhill/uphill accidents on Airline.

6/13/2021 9:37 AM

30

Directional Trails Safety Need more trails, can be dangerous with 2 way traffic. Skyline
should be one way down

6/12/2021 11:20 AM

31

Safety Signage and Education Downhil riders that don’t know how etiquette dangerous.
Riding off trail signs bad for environment need more signage. Skidding by novices or those that
don’t understand consequences to trails needs more signage. Use same signs PC Gold poster
everywhere....super thorough on rules and etiquette and frequent.

6/11/2021 8:42 PM

32

Safety Safety of accessibility

6/11/2021 7:57 PM

33

Directional Trails Please have more "ONE WAY ONLY" downhill trails!

6/11/2021 5:33 PM

34

Directional Trails Please consider making 7 Star one way downhill. This is meant to be
ridden with speed, and uphill traffic is dangerous. This also applies to Airline. Please make that
downhill only as well. Thanks!

6/11/2021 4:40 PM

35

Safety User conflict is a huge issue.

6/11/2021 2:45 PM

36

Directional Trails Signage and Education Very well managed. There is definitely potential
for one-way usage on Airline but that creates a pile of other issues. I would vote for signage
and reminders to please use a bell or signal.

6/11/2021 2:20 PM

37

Safety

6/11/2021 2:02 PM

38

General Comment Its a great place to ride locally

6/11/2021 1:11 PM

39

Beginner Trails Please build more trails with easier climbing routes.

6/11/2021 12:55 PM

40

Regulations Trail Maintenance I appreciate seasonal closures. I only ride up here a few
times a year as the trails are all the same in character- perfectly engineered flow trails.

6/11/2021 11:59 AM

41

Directional Trails need another airline side access -too many users for a bidirectional trail no
ebikes add another trail off Brush Creek Side into Seven Star Seven star to remain
bidirectional

6/11/2021 11:20 AM

42

General Comment I like the trails and love the views!

6/11/2021 11:18 AM

43

Connectivity of Trails Needs better access from Aspen to Butterline/Airline trails. Maybe
access from base of Buttermilk to Tiehack.

6/11/2021 10:37 AM

Signage and Education Hikers should not use dead line. Dangerous
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44

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes YES when talking about Diversity and Inclusivity, I believe
it is time to include E Bikes to be able to access Trails.

6/11/2021 10:33 AM

45

Two-Way Trails We only need one one way trail

6/11/2021 10:32 AM

46

Additional Parking Safety Seperated Use Trails I love biking Sky Mountain Park but
wouldn't take my family hiking there. Too many bikers (and i'm one of them). Suggest adding
hiking only or uphill biking + hiking + horse only options. Also the actual Airline trail isn't easily
accessible from hikers, can there be a lot at actual base of bike path by the Owl Creek airport
facility for hikers?

6/11/2021 10:30 AM

47

Connectivity of Trails Need additional access on Airline side too many users for 1 trail No
Ebikes Keep Seven Star a two way trail

6/11/2021 10:20 AM

48

Directional Trails Safety Seperated Use Trails I think some of the mtb trails should NOT
be 2 way and should NOT allow hikers. It's dangerous for everyone involved. I think airline is
one of the most dangerous trails in the valley, there are so many people going both ways and
various ability levels that it's very scary.

6/11/2021 10:15 AM

49

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails I believe directional trails (i.e. uphill only/ downhill
only) designations are important and needed to avoid user conflict. Equestrian trails need to be
kept separate from mountain bike trails. Based on what I've seen there is very limited
equestrian use of the current trails. The biggest user group is mountain bikers.

6/11/2021 10:10 AM

50

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Seven Star should be a diwnhill only trail. Hijers
should not be allowed on Deadline.

6/11/2021 8:10 AM

51

Advanced/Tech Trails Seperated Use Trails Mountain Biking specific trails are always nice
to have. Also more technical black trails are a good mixture with the current flow trails.

6/10/2021 1:36 PM

52

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails I wish there was an uphill and a downhill route in
some of the sections of Airline, for user safety. Also a way to connect the intercept lot to the
airport without having to ride on the road.

6/9/2021 9:24 PM

53

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Making some of the flow trails one directional and
limit uses on downhill trails to reduce risk.

6/9/2021 9:15 PM

54

Advanced/Tech Trails I'd rate the trails as green/blue....not difficult, it would be nice to have
a harder option in the network.

6/9/2021 4:57 PM

55

Directional Trails Need dedicated uphill and downhill travel trails. Very dangerous because of
2 way flow.

6/9/2021 12:35 PM

56

Directional Trails There is definitely the potential for user conflict with Airline being two-way.
While a directional trail (maybe changing by day of week) would seem to make sense, it would
also make it much less desirable to ride Sky Mountain from the Aspen side. It would mean
either driving to the intercept or riding up Owl Creek, neither of which is much fun compared to
riding directly to the trails and riding a nice singletrack loop. If there were a day where Airline
was uphill only, it would also be less desirable from town as you wouldn't be able to ride back
to the Aspen side on singletrack, besides Gov't. I believe the only solution for the safety
issues on Airline is if an uphill only trail is built. While the safety issue does exist, in the nearly
75 times I've ridden Airline, I've personally had maybe 1 or 2 issues. I can see it being more
important for younger or less experienced riders.

6/9/2021 10:41 AM

57

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes YES Speaking of Diversity and Inclusivity it is time to
allow e bikes on these trails.

6/9/2021 8:59 AM

58

E-bikes NO Regulations I find that many mountain bikers do not yield to foot traffic, but
this is true for many trails in the area. I always yield to uphill bike traffic as a courtesy and to
reduce conflict. Electric Bike use is increasing in Sky Mountain, unfortunately.

6/8/2021 8:34 PM

59

Directional Trails Airline is very fun to go DOWN but you cannot go fast because you must
be extremely careful of uphill riders. At the moment I don't want it to be downhill only because
you also need it to access the rest of sky mountain from town. This would be a great place to
add another uphill only trail for better flow and safety and then make airline only down.

6/8/2021 4:11 PM

60

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails I think some more difficult trails with more variety
would be an incredible boost to sky mountain. Also an other trail on airline side.

6/7/2021 10:52 PM

26
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61

E-bikes NO Don’t let e-bikes use it!

6/7/2021 3:39 PM

62

E-bikes NO No ebikes ever

6/7/2021 12:46 PM

63

Equestrian Use Where does one park a horse trailer? Crossing Brush Creek Hiway on a
horse is dangerous. Exactly where are the horse trails? Bikes and horses do not mix. Bikes
ruin horse trails.

6/7/2021 9:49 AM

64

E-bikes YES Riders over 70 on non throttle ebikes should be cheered!

6/6/2021 10:53 PM

65

Directional Trails E-bikes YES Please allow Ebikes on sky mountain. Your rangers are
giving tickets to 75 year olds on Ebikes and telling them they have video footage of them. It’s
ridiculous. Allow ebikes, it’s time. Airline needs to be a 1 way trail. I got in 2 head on collisions
last summer. No one got hurt, but both were close.

6/6/2021 10:23 PM

66

Directional Trails The 2 way is dangerous on Mtn Bike trails but committing to a specific path
is challenging.

6/6/2021 9:42 PM

67

Directional Trails Two way traffic on Airline is proving dangerous. Please consider a one way
ascent trail from the area and make Airling downhill

6/6/2021 2:48 PM

68

Safety Seperated Use Trails In this context, “diversity and inclusivity of trail users”
probably means segregation. Hikers on airline, deadline, and to some extent cozyline, are
dangerous. This is also true to some degree of novice (read: unversed in trail etiquette)
mountain bikers. Both are rare on those trails—existing signage seems to be working—but the
point should continue to be made. Diversity and inclusion are tremendously important in
society, but that doesn’t mean every user belongs on every trail. Safety and fun, in this
context, also belong in the conversation.

6/6/2021 7:26 AM

69

Safety Mountain bikers going too fast

6/5/2021 4:59 PM

70

E-bikes YES Regulations Since it’s not dog friendly, I seldom visit yet I pay a lot for it.
Should be e bike friendly.

6/4/2021 9:33 PM

71

Directional Trails I love going up airline and I love coming down airline on my mountain bike.
But some downhill users go exceedingly fast and do not yield to uphill users. This causes a
dangerous situation. I have nearly been hit several times and have heard of multiple accidents.
wonder if the County could find a way to create a designated uphill route and dedicate the
existing route to downhill traffic to avoid this dangerous condition?

6/4/2021 12:10 PM

72

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes YES I think it is important to allow ebikes to individuals
with disabilities but not the regular population

6/4/2021 6:44 AM

73

Seperated Use Trails There are certain mountain bike trails that should be for biking only, it’s
very dangerous to have hikers on the trails.

6/4/2021 5:59 AM

74

E-bikes NO Natural Resources Conservation of views, habitat and tranquility should drive
the planning process. I feel there is a good balance. I feel user diversity is going well and there
is something for all skills. I am not in favor of building new trails to expand use, especially to
appease the e-bike crowd.

6/3/2021 8:55 PM

75

Seperated Use Trails I believe deadline and seven stars should not allow hikers as they are
extremely dangerous for downhill bikers.

6/3/2021 7:24 PM

76

Directional Trails I both run and ride in sky mountain and feel more another single-direction
trail or two would be awesome and keep everyone safer - specifically referencing airline.

6/3/2021 4:17 PM

77

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Airline should be one way. There should be
separate trails for bikers. It is dangerous the way it is now. There needs to be a bike path from
the ABC to the intercept lot. Thank you

6/3/2021 11:48 AM

78

Connectivity of Trails Seperated Use Trails Need connector from bottom of Airline to
bottom of Cozyline without riding on 82. Ebikes should not be allowed or should have additional
designated trails. Many blind areas with great potential for collisions. More one-way trails. A lot
of hikers and trail runners, maybe some feet-only trails as well. Also, many of them use
Deadline, which destroys the trail features and is unsafe. Deadline should be bikes only.
Finally, no Ragnar!

6/3/2021 11:31 AM

79

Regulations I trail run with my dog on a leash up north rim about every other day. We also
love to go up low line and the equestrian trails. I am hoping dogs on leashes will still be

6/2/2021 11:55 PM
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allowed in the new plan. Very high fines for rule breakers. I guess the question is how do you
catch them in the act? Game cameras and cameras in the parking areas to identify license
plates?
80

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Airline should be a downhill only in my opinion. I’d
also add that another moderate climb and descent would be nice.

6/2/2021 11:26 PM

81

Connectivity of Trails More trail interconnectivity would make riding Sky Mountain more
entertaining. connection between airline and cozyline to make it a loop would be a welcome
addition

6/2/2021 8:03 PM

82

Additional Trails more mountain bike trails please

6/2/2021 4:46 PM

83

E-bikes NO Never allow E bikes

6/2/2021 3:54 PM

84

Seperated Use Trails I am a hiker and biker, but I fell that there are so many great hiking
only trails in this valley, I feel strongly that Sky Mountain should be biking only (I would
definitely consider these flow trails and can be dangerous)

6/2/2021 1:02 PM

85

Directional Trails One of my biggest concerns with the Sky Mountain trails is the
uphill/downhill conflicts. The Viewline/Deadline trails are nice since there is a designated
downhill trail. None of the other trails have that option. It can be scary going up and down the
trails when going around blind corners. Especially since selective users are not great about
giving the right of way.

6/2/2021 11:36 AM

86

Directional Trails Regulations Need dedicated uphill and downhill trails. Airline trail is
crowded going up and crowded going down.. 7 star and North rim need a dedicated uphill route.
7 star should be faster downhill. Do not let Ragnar book an event, they trash the trails and run
on muddy trails.

6/2/2021 10:09 AM

87

E-bikes NO No ebikes please! They're motorized. Will change everything

6/1/2021 5:00 PM

88

Directional Trails Due to the popularity and frequent collisions, near collisions on poor
sightlines I would recommend all directional trails throughout the system with the exception of
maybe Cozyline for those wishing to return from airline intersection (quick exercise option.
Directional down on Seven Star, please. Improved/segregated biker/hiker access trails from
the Rec Center to North Rim/Seven Star summits.

6/1/2021 10:31 AM

89

Directional Trails Make 7 Star a downhill trail only!!!!!

6/1/2021 8:48 AM

90

Directional Trails Please consider opening radar road to uphill traffic or creating a parallel trail
to radar road so airline could be downhill.

6/1/2021 7:09 AM

91

Beginner Trails Connectivity of Trails Skill Progression Build new bike trails on Deer Hill
for beginners/intermediates to connect Sunnyside/Rio Grande with Sky Mtn Park and provide
training grounds for young and new riders, especially residents of Burlingame. Also build more
difficult trails like Deadline on Sky Mtn Park. Also, make a connecting trail from Ditchline to
Cozyline

5/31/2021 10:36 PM

92

Directional Trails Lower airline can be, and is, very fast and fun downhill. This creates
conflict with uphill users. A dedicated uphill trail would be a great enhancement.

5/31/2021 9:55 PM

93

Safety Deadline Trail continues to pose hazards because of a dangerous mix of skilled,
unskilled, and over exuberant riders, not all of which perceive the risks they pose to others.

5/31/2021 8:15 PM

94

Natural Resources Please put more and more emphasis on protecting habitat values and
wildlife on all of your properties that warrant this. We are in an age where we are impacting
more and more landscapes and diminishing more and more wild places, rendering them more
important for human consumption than for their increasingly critical wildlife habitat values.

5/31/2021 5:15 PM

95

Advanced/Tech Trails Apart from deadline, the majority of the trails are very easy, which is
why many beginners and intermediate ride there. However I think it could use some more
advanced trails or those similar to deadline.

5/31/2021 4:51 PM

96

Natural Resources I would suggest that the health of local wildlife herds (elk, deer), be
evaluated yearly, with seasonal hunting quotas adjusted accordingly.

5/31/2021 11:32 AM

97

Additional Trails Skill Progression It would be good to have more trails / sections similar to
Butterline and Ditchline and even lower Seven Star which are good for younger / developing
riders.

5/31/2021 11:00 AM
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98

Advanced/Tech Trails It would be nice to have a few technical trails and not all smooth
machine built ones.

5/31/2021 10:33 AM

99

Additional Trails Directional Trails Safety more trails are needed, compared to other
towns, we are far behind. airline is dangerous and should be directional, new parallel trail
should be built.

5/31/2021 9:23 AM

100

Directional Trails Need more one way trais

5/31/2021 8:35 AM

101

Regulations Cemetery needs to be off limits other than for cemetery users.

5/31/2021 8:18 AM

102

Directional Trails Safety Airline should be downhill only to avoid collisions 7 Star should be
downhill only also for safety reasons

5/30/2021 10:13 PM

103

Directional Trails Safety Not sure why people would hike trails designed to follow squiggly
contour lines for easier climbs on an MTB. While the trails lack technical difficulty, it is
possible to gain very high speeds (yay), but the bi-directional flow makes for a dangerous
situation. Seven Star for example seems designed for downhill travel and high speed. Blind
corner surprises await when people climb it.

5/30/2021 5:55 PM

104

E-bikes NO Seperated Use Trails I think these trails should be mostly dedicated to
mountain biking because there are so many other places to hike. I think eBikes should remain
not allowed and I think there should be more signage about that because we are starting to see
groups of Texans with ebikes on the single track track.

5/30/2021 2:29 PM

105

Directional Trails Make 7 Star one-way top to bottom. How many times have I got to almost
hit another rider? An accident waiting to happen. PLEASE.

5/30/2021 1:48 PM

106

Seperated Use Trails I rarely see it but hiking should not be allowed on deadline

5/29/2021 3:51 PM

107

Directional Trails The trails have become so busy there is a need for uphill and downhill only
trails at Cozyline and Airline to avoid conflicts.

5/29/2021 3:18 PM

108

Directional Trails need more one way trails

5/29/2021 9:21 AM

109

Additional Trails Connectivity of Trails Safety Trail safety can be enhanced by improving
sight lines, reducing vegetation in certain areas. More trails should be added, particularly on
the Brush side, to create a loop opportunity and reduce out and back on Skyline ridge trail. Is
there any opportunity for trails on the east side of the ridge?

5/29/2021 7:45 AM

110

Directional Trails Make airline directional by day of the week! It’s an accident waiting to
happen. I yell the whole way up and down. There are some spots that if it’s wrong place wrong
time it won’t be pretty

5/28/2021 11:53 PM

111

Directional Trails Deadline and Seven Star should downhill only bike trails to minimize safety
issues.

5/28/2021 2:10 PM

112

Regulations Allowing hiking on Deadline is an incredibly dangerous decision, and creates
unnecessary risk to all users. It's is built and designed as a downhill bike trail, and should be
used only as such.

5/28/2021 10:33 AM

113

Directional Trails Directional trails

5/28/2021 9:29 AM

114

Beginner Trails Skill Progression It would be great to have less challenging and steep trails
(now that we are getting older).

5/28/2021 9:22 AM

115

Directional Trails Airline should be one way

5/28/2021 9:16 AM

116

Seperated Use Trails Designated downhill trails for biking and hiking/running should be
separate for safety clearly marked

5/28/2021 1:45 AM

117

Directional Trails Safety Skill Progression Sky Mtn Park is a great resource for beginner
to intermediate riders. Airline trail is a concern of mine due to the its proximity to Aspen and it
being a predominantly downhill trail. I think this trail should be downhill only with the addition of
a Viewline type trail nearby to access Sky Mtn Park. I know that’s easier said than done, but
the amount of people who bike up that trail is growing and dangerous.

5/27/2021 9:06 PM

118

Regulations Signage and Education Would like to see additional clear signage about trail
use, specifically e-bikes and trail right-of-way protocols. IMBA has a great sign about the latter
that could be incorporated to further emphasize.

5/27/2021 12:44 PM
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119

Advanced/Tech Trails Connectivity of Trails Add more challenging trails or even better a
double black trail. And more cohesive connection of trails.

5/26/2021 10:22 PM

120

Directional Trails Safety I really think Sky Park should take a Q from Boulder’s park
management and implement directional trail usage, either by odd/even days of the week or
entire weeks at a time. Trails are too dangerous to ride at even a moderate rate of speed in
either direction with current usage. Everyone wins with directional usage and people will
quickly come to see the massive safety benefit, not to mention the fun factor!

5/26/2021 10:13 PM

121

Directional Trails Safety Need more one-way trails i.e. feel that airline and cozyline are
very dangerous with all the blind corners and to ride responsible you are going so slow downhill
that it is not fun riding.

5/26/2021 5:08 PM

122

Directional Trails Please make airline directional by assigning uphill/downhill days! Or
splitting the day morning/afternoon

5/26/2021 3:54 PM

123

Regulations Open sooner

5/26/2021 3:28 PM

124

Directional Trails I've been run over by crazy young biker who will not yield right of way. More
one way would be good.

5/26/2021 3:26 PM

125

Additional Trails Need a second trail to compliment / loop Skyline

5/26/2021 3:21 PM

126

General Comment Thank you

5/26/2021 3:18 PM

127

General Comment It is great. Thank you!

5/26/2021 2:59 PM

128

Directional Trails Safety Find a solution to Airline conflict : directionality on odd/even days
or build another parallel trail. There have been too many head on collisions and more will
continue to occur unless you make changes.

5/26/2021 2:58 PM

129

Directional Trails

5/26/2021 2:52 PM

130

Seperated Use Trails I love that Sky Mountain is available to multiple forms of users, but I
have to say that while I am an avid trail runner, I prefer to not trail run on Sky Mountain
because it is so dominated by mountain biking. There are so many places to trail run in our
valley that this does not bother me at all. Instead, I love mountain biking there and am super
happy with that experience. I know that some places (like Boulder) have busy trails where a
certain day of the week or times are dedicated to foot traffic vs. biking. I would be much more
inclined to run or hike at Sky Mountain if that were the case. However, since I love to mountain
bike, I am also happy with the current rules.

5/26/2021 12:46 PM

131

Directional Trails E-bikes NO Regulations Make airline a one way downhill trail. Enforce
and expand fines/penalties for e-bike usage where they are prohibited.

5/26/2021 12:39 PM

132

Connectivity of Trails It would be amazing to have a wrap around trail on the east and west
sides of sky mountain park. Like a single track along Brush Creek to the west.

5/26/2021 10:50 AM

133

Safety Seperated Use Trails I would walk/hike and I feel the mt. bikers make it too
dangerous and have deteriorated the trails

5/26/2021 10:45 AM

134

E-bikes NO Regulations Really would like more oversight on e-bikes - I have had a number
of e-bikers come up behind me and expect me to get out the way. Not ok on any level, and I
have experienced this on other single tracks in the valley.

5/26/2021 10:28 AM

135

Directional Trails Safety One way designation on trails should be adapted. Rider conflicts
and dangerous collisions are too numerous.

5/26/2021 10:06 AM

136

Directional Trails
overcrowding

5/26/2021 9:49 AM

137

Natural Resources Never sell to greedy developers!! Money seems to override preservation!
Let’s keep Snowmass Village an area of Open Space!, wildlife preservation and scenic beauty!

5/26/2021 9:48 AM

138

Beginner Trails Connectivity of Trails Seperated Use Trails On connectivity the loop from
ditchline down to cozyline should be completed. This would also create a beginner level trail
which is needed. I've become convinced that we should have separate dedicated trails for
hiking and biking where high use occurs (Tom Blake, South Rim)...or alternating days

5/25/2021 5:05 PM

139

Additional Trails Directional Trails Consider adding another trail to allow Airline to be oneway. Some sections are too narrow for passing on coming riders. In general, more trails

5/25/2021 6:38 AM
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throughout the system would really enhance the experience. It’s an amazing network and it
would be awesome to experience more of this land.
140

Safety Seperated Use Trails Having had conflict with hikers on deadline and knowing
people who have had conflicts with equestrians on deadline, more use specific trails would be
preferred rather than including activities on existing trails

5/25/2021 6:02 AM

141

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails directional downhill MTB trails should not be shared
with uphill hikers. blind corners on airline trail are a hazard for up and down traffic there are
many amazing opportunities in the area of sky mt park! please consult with users to make it
safely building more well laid out directional trails that connects better loops

5/24/2021 9:42 PM

142

Additional Trails Directional Trails Would enjoy more flowing bank trails. Enjoy Airline Up
but Love Airline Down, however there are increasing issues with two-way traffic on Airline.

5/24/2021 9:38 PM

143

Regulations Great space, but about 50% of mountain bikers don't yield the right of way to
runners

5/24/2021 6:35 PM

144

Directional Trails need additional access on Cozy line and Airline sides. Too busy for
Bidirectional trails. leads to conflirts

5/24/2021 4:30 PM

145

Directional Trails Need additional access at Cozy line side and Airline side - way too busy for
bidirectional.

5/24/2021 4:23 PM

146

E-bikes NO Please don't open it to Ebikes

5/24/2021 11:03 AM

147

Two-Way Trails Keep all trails two way except for Deadline

5/24/2021 10:37 AM

148

Directional Trails Safety Incorporating more directional trails to increase safety, like making
north rim the uphill to ride seven star as a downhill.

5/24/2021 9:54 AM

149

Regulations Signage and Education No hiking on Deadline trail. It is dangerous for bike
riders and hikers. Make clear signs at top and bottom

5/24/2021 8:51 AM

150

Additional Trails

5/23/2021 4:45 PM

151

Equestrian Use Horses and their riders have been left out of the TOSV and Pitkin County is
not supporting the Hikers and horseback riders access to The Tom Blake Equestrian Trail.

5/23/2021 3:24 PM

152

Directional Trails Airline, especially the lower sections, is dangerous as a 2 way trail. Poor
site lines and high speeds will lead to collisions.

5/23/2021 10:43 AM

153

Directional Trails Safety Trail safety is one concern, since the trails are not currently
directional, or not for the most part. Downhill riders could easily hurt someone going uphill, and
there are many blind corners in the trail system.

5/23/2021 10:41 AM

154

Advanced/Tech Trails The trails are all the same IMBA flow trail type. There is not a single
rock or root on the whole system.

5/23/2021 9:43 AM

155

Diversity and Inclusion Seriously you are mentioning diversity. How is diversity related to
trails? Next thing you will tell me is that you will add BLM (no talking about Bureau of Land
Mgmt) signs to trails. Trails are open to everyone regardless of color race etc. Stop bringing
this crap up. Bringing this up only further divides people. I don’t care who rides the trail as long
as they follow the rules. Unbelievable.

5/23/2021 9:34 AM

156

Beginner Trails Two-Way Trails There is no need for gravity trails at Sky Mtn Park. The ski
area nearby can service those needs. Expanding one-way trail building is a waste of
resources. Its a great little trail system over there, it doesn’t need to be turned into an
amusement park. Promoting “Safety” seems to be a code word for trail designs that favor
gravity riders that don’t want to yield to uphill traffic. Deadline is understandably one-way
traffic, but even that could be safer. Why is there a 6ft wide lip on the the table jumps? Its
unnecessary. Why is it mandatory to jump everywhere? There should be an easy green line off
to one side for beginners. Everything doesn’t need to be a Red Bull commercial. Again, nearby
lift serviced terrain can be the place to “go-big” long-travel ethos.

5/23/2021 8:46 AM

157

Advanced/Tech Trails E-bikes NO Regulations Signage and Education Stop taking the
difficult bits out... like when you all did re route on airline because it was too steep?!?! There is
really no difficult or challenging riding left. Do not let the e-bikes on trails and those signs need
to be more apparent. Does SMP have bike rangers?

5/23/2021 8:43 AM

Seperated Use Trails Would like to see more flow type bike only trails
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158

Advanced/Tech Trails The Roaring Fork Valley has potential to be a world-class mountain
biking destination, but the trail building focuses too heavily on intermediate "flow" trails rather
than challenging, expert-level technical trails that other areas like Crested Butte, Telluride,
Whistler, etc. tend to focus more on.

5/22/2021 11:00 PM

159

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Trails need to be directional with increased usage
and additional access points and connectors need to be created

5/22/2021 8:13 PM

160

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails There are many excellent, well thought out
"sustainable" routes that have improved on the older trail network at SMP. There could be
additional improvements made to separate direction of users to reduce chance for head-on
conflicts, and to diversify the range of trail difficulty while keeping the trail designs sustainable.
It feels like sometimes the trail bench cut (machine built) is a little excessive and adding
additional routes that are one-way might allow for a more intimate and/or narrower design,
rather than feeling like an engineered ski area trail system. More integration with the natural
terrain features and stone material is also a desirable characteristic, with periodic parallel
routes that split and converge to offer two levels of difficulty options within an alignment,
accommodating a range of experience levels. Not everyone likes to do massive gap jumps,
but it's nice to have them as an option for more advanced riders and for riders who like the
tamer line, they would have a good bypass that doesn't result in their wearing down the jump
line. Bentonville and Fayetteville AR (OZ Trails) have many great examples of unique features
and construction methods that utilize placed stone armoring that provides some amazing
technical challenges while remaining durable.

5/22/2021 12:05 PM

161

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes YES I would like to see Class 1 e-bikes allowed on the
trails, as it IS the future of mountain biking, especially for older people.

5/22/2021 10:49 AM

162

Connectivity of Trails Please add trail to get mtn bike riders off Brush Creek paved path
between dichline and cosy line. To be able to loop without dropping on the paved path.

5/22/2021 10:03 AM

163

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Please have the downhill flow trails closed to hikers
and uphill bikers. The Deadline Hiking Club is an accident waiting to happen.

5/21/2021 10:19 PM

164

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails An additional trail on the Airline side would be a
nice addition so as to have one way trails. More challenging trails would also be a nice
addition, the existing trails are all nice but ride pretty much the same for an experienced
rider...like dirt sidewalks for the most part.

5/21/2021 6:30 PM

165

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Directional trails ie. 7 Star! & limiting
hiking/equestrian use on some trails.

5/21/2021 6:18 PM

166

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails As SMP gets busier I think it will be important for
more of the trails to become directional for biking with maybe more trails that are designated
hiking or biking only or for there to be more emphasis and education on trail etiquette.

5/21/2021 5:38 PM

167

Directional Trails Regarding Airline, either build a parallel trail, or connect a town trail to
Intercept and make Airline a directional trail, As you know the current situation is untenable as
usage increases every year. It is currently DANGEROUS and rife with conflicts and I don't ride
it. Ideally a separate climb from the Owl Creek side or second access from town via a single
track behind the ABC to Cozyline start. The main point is the Airline build character and the
daily conflicts begs for a single direction solution. There are several solutions between the two
options mentioned here. Due to current usage trends this should be a priority in 2021 planning.

5/21/2021 4:09 PM

168

Directional Trails We need to have directional access on Airline. There have been too many
head-ons with all the blind corners, and uneducated riders not yielding to uphill travel.

5/21/2021 4:04 PM

169

Regulations Seperated Use Trails Priority of uphilling should always go to mtn bikes.
Hikers should always move to the side of the trail for bikes going up and down, as it is easier
for them to step the side of the trail. I also hike. I would never hike a predominately bike trail.
There are plenty of amazing hiking trails around that there should be trails for both separately
as much as possible.

5/21/2021 1:35 PM

170

Directional Trails Safety Signage and Education Dangerous! Hikers and bikers colliding!
Need directional trails w/ multiple DO NOT ENTER signs at the respective points.

5/21/2021 12:05 PM

171

Directional Trails I'm very concerned about the level of risk presented by two way traffic on
some bike trails, particularly airline trail. We should have more single-direction trails to mitigate
risk.

5/21/2021 11:47 AM
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172

Directional Trails Directional trails for airline. A separate trail possibly to go up or down airline
as this is the only way up and down from Buttermilk side without needing to link owl creek or
rio grande. I absolutely cherish riding from Burlingame but am worried someone will get hurt
with how fast you can come down airline and run into a few blind spots.

5/21/2021 9:27 AM

173

Trail Maintenance Concerned about continued expansion of trails without contined adequate
maintenance

5/21/2021 8:34 AM

174

E-bikes NO Regulations I have noticed ebikes accessing sky mountain park last summer. I
tell them they shouldn't be up there and they ignore me.

5/21/2021 7:49 AM

175

Signage and Education Many riders do not yield to uphill riders or hikers/runners. Maybe
Starva is the culprit or reason why folks don't pull off the trail before approaching a uphill
climber? Or is it just that they are inconvenienced and choose not to yield?

5/20/2021 8:33 PM

176

Seperated Use Trails Downhill mountain bike trails should be bike only or at least strongly
encourage hikes to stay away.

5/20/2021 8:16 PM

177

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails More directional trails. Seven star should be a
downhill bike trail only.

5/20/2021 5:50 PM

178

Directional Trails Safety Please figure out a way to make Airline a directional trail. I ride it
often and have had countless close calls on the blind corners. Every one of my friends have
had the same experience with many dangerous close-calls, some collisions, and a few of them
resulting in injuries.

5/20/2021 4:57 PM

179

Connectivity of Trails Diversity and Inclusion Bottom of park by 82 (cozyline) does not
connect well to upper areas. Should be developed with more of a loop philosophy and less
linear. I also don't know what diversity and inclusivity of trails means. It's a trail, it is open to
the public and is a resource to anyone who wants to use. I suppose it could be difficult for
disabled persons to access, but that is difficult to remedy for a network steep, narrow dirt
trails.

5/20/2021 2:13 PM

180

E-bikes NO

5/20/2021 9:49 AM

181

Directional Trails Please make Airline a DH only trail. Cut a new up trail for the up...

5/20/2021 9:18 AM

182

Directional Trails Please move forward with a directional option on airline as there have been
mainly crashes and close calls

5/19/2021 8:50 PM

183

Seperated Use Trails It's challenging and feels a little dangerous to have hikers and runners
on trails primarily used by mountain bikers.

5/19/2021 5:44 PM

184

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails More one-directional climbing only and downhill only
trail separation would be great.

5/19/2021 5:16 PM

185

Directional Trails Sky Mountain Park is amazing. The trails are well built and very fun to ride.
Deadline is by far my favorite I do think more directional trails will only improve the area.

5/19/2021 5:05 PM

186

Equestrian Use Natural Resources Please protect our wildlife with strict seasonal closings.
Please add a horse and hiker trail, and truck and trailer parking. Thank you

5/19/2021 3:58 PM

187

Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Trails are designed for single direction, single use
but left open to multiple users like Deadline, this is a recipe for disaster.

5/19/2021 3:49 PM

188

Directional Trails E-bikes NO Signage and Education No Electric Bikes signs need to be
much larger. Seven Star one way downhill!! View Line one way uphill!!

5/19/2021 1:47 PM

189

Directional Trails

5/19/2021 12:49 PM

190

Directional Trails Directional trails please!

5/19/2021 12:14 PM

191

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Safety Safety- Airline is dangerous for uphill
traffic. Please explore uphill/downhill routes in this area. Connectivity- would be awesome to
have a singletrack option that connects ditchline and cozyline, perhaps it is midway between
Veiwline and Brush Creek paved trail.

5/19/2021 10:35 AM

192

E-bikes NO Please continue to keep e-bikes out of SMP.

5/19/2021 8:57 AM

193

Diversity and Inclusion Safety Variety of Trail Types To explain further why I believe that
trail variety and difficulty is important. A diverse trail network that includes more specific trails

5/19/2021 8:19 AM

Regulations more e bike enforcement . they are ruining it

Safety Definitely uphill/downhill conflicts and safety issues.
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for different users will promote more positive experiences and less conflict/negative
experiences. The current network caters well to cyclist much more than other users due to the
trail build type. I know there are many factors involved in whether or not more trails can be
created to provide a better experience for all user groups, however future improvements in trail
difficulty and variety will naturally cure user conflict and lack of inclusiveness with other user
groups.
194

E-bikes NO Natural Resources Regulations Protection of wildlife is the foremost priority.
Humans should be heavily punished for any violations of closures or harassment. Protecting
lands, flora and fauna in response to climate change must be number one. Trails for tourists
and children should not be a priority. However, educating tourists about protection and climate
change is important. E bike enforcement should be heavy and fines should be significant, $500
to 1,000 for violations with no exceptions. If you can afford an e bike you can afford the fine.

5/19/2021 7:56 AM

195

Directional Trails Safety Skill Progression Variety of Trail Types The addition of oneway (climbing or descending) MTB trails, and/or a wider spectrum of easy<>difficult trails,
would help space out users of different abilities and speeds, potentially improving user
experience / safety.

5/19/2021 7:55 AM

196

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Would love to see a split to 2 trails on airline for
climbing and descending. Also, a connection from the airport to the intercept so we can stay
off the highway

5/19/2021 7:32 AM

197

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes YES Mountain E-Bikes used by locals have no different
impact on the land or safety of others that a regular mountain bike. Excluding them because of
a fear of renters not understanding how to use an E-Bike, makes no sense-- there are plenty of
reasons someone not trained should not be on any kind of mtb bike on an intermediate or
higher trail. Please reconsider your stance on E-MTB bikes, it is dated and excludes people in
your community who are over 50 years old and utilize the e-mtb functionality to do more and
experience the great outdoors.

5/19/2021 7:12 AM

198

Safety Signage and Education Trail safety. Universal do not enter symbols would be good
to see on directional trails. We have a lot of out of country/non-english speakers who don't
understand the importance of a directional trail such as deadline.

5/19/2021 7:04 AM

199

Additional Parking Beginner Trails Diversity and Inclusion More directional trails hosted
race events. Kids trails at the bottom. Open the gate and provide parking at trail head.

5/18/2021 11:51 PM

200

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Enhancing the one way system would benefit all
users. I try and ride SKP either early or late to avoid other riders. An extension of Ditchline
back to Cozy Line would be an Awesome addition to the network. Seven Star should be
downhill only.

5/18/2021 9:42 PM

201

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Regulations Please add directional trails to Sky
Mountain. Please allow for loop rides/ connectivity to exiting trail network. This is an amazing
property with amazing potential. However it has grown in popularity to the point it is almost
unusable. I had a ride down Cozyline last year and I stopped counting after pulling over for 40
uphill riders. This is not sustainable or enjoyable. Separate issue...I fully support the closure of
Sky Mountain for Wildlife, but I would like to see the Brush Creek trail open year round. I had
closer encounters with elk on the Brush Creek trail after it was open than ever before...

5/18/2021 9:09 PM

202

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Directional access should be considered. A
connection from bottom of Airline and Cozy

5/18/2021 8:11 PM

203

E-bikes NO Safety Sky Mountain needs to maintain it's policy on no ebikes. the current
quality and character of trails would make it very hazardous to allow a more inexperienced, yet
faster mt. biker to handle tight cornering conditions. I personally was picked up by a PitCo
ranger after having a head on collision on SkyLine.

5/18/2021 7:51 PM

204

General Comment Trail Maintenance I love these trails. If I want kicker jumps and features
I can go to Snowmass Mountain. These trails are popular because they are xc. I’m not very
fond of the Deadline “improvements”.

5/18/2021 7:43 PM

205

Additional Trails Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails Would be great if trails were
added that encompassed a variety of terrain, increase technical aspect - rocks, roots, etc. The
addition of trails that would allow to make some trails directional would be very beneficial in
easing traffic and creating a safer riding environment.

5/18/2021 7:05 PM
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206

E-bikes NO For a number of good reasons ebikes of all varieties need to be kept out of Sky
Mtn as well as other single track trails.

5/18/2021 6:16 PM

207

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Natural Resources I think current closure dates
are effective for wildlife protection. I suggest more trails and directional trails to make better
loop connections and for better safety.

5/18/2021 5:09 PM

208

Safety I have never had a conflict with another user.

5/18/2021 5:02 PM

209

Signage and Education Better signage / distinction between ascending/decending trail use esp by different types of users

5/18/2021 4:59 PM

210

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Make a climbing trail for airline or make it rotating
one direction (like trails in Betasso area Boulder), trail access to bottom of Cozyline from
Aspen

5/18/2021 4:45 PM

211

Safety Some of the downhill trail users need to yield to uphill users. I've had a couple of
close calls but nothing serious yet.

5/18/2021 4:30 PM

212

Directional Trails

Seperated Use Trails Directional and mtb only trails would be excellent

5/18/2021 3:53 PM

213

Directional Trails It would be great to have an alternative to Airline being a two way trail.
Could the existing Airline be a one way down and then there is an alternate one way up?
Maybe use the radar road, or at least part of it so that we're sufficiently away from the actual
radar?

5/18/2021 3:52 PM

214

Safety It is hard to have diversity on these trails because the speeds are so high.

5/18/2021 3:28 PM

215

Regulations Signage and Education I worry about hikers on Deadline - I have not
personally had issues, but I understand that people are allowed to hike up that trail.

5/18/2021 3:04 PM

216

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails Seperated Use Trails Please expand bike-only
and directional trails (dedicated climbing and descending routes) and bike optimized trail
features (jumps, drops, berms, etc.).

5/18/2021 2:59 PM

217

Regulations Signage and Education Deadline should be a downhill only, mountain bike only
trail. It's dangerous for people to be hiking a trail that has features that require high speeds on
a bike.

5/18/2021 2:51 PM

218

Directional Trails Safety re: trail safety: airline is the only trail that scares me, and it's
because it's so much fun to go down but is also a climbing trail, and there are a number of
sections with blind corners and fast flow. If I hit someone or get hit by someone in SMP, I'd
expect it to be there.

5/18/2021 2:41 PM

219

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails Flow trails are great and all, but technical trails
should be still built. Not everyone wants to just flow all the time. Trails should probably start
being directional, but really more trails need to be built. That being said I would rather keep the
system how it is than loose access to any trail.

5/18/2021 2:38 PM

220

E-bikes NO Signage and Education I think we need more signage for E-bikes. I've seen
numerous E-bikes on the skypark trail system.

5/18/2021 2:32 PM

221

Directional Trails would love if a more uni-directional trail approach could be used. airline
especially

5/18/2021 2:28 PM

222

Directional Trails I believe that more trails than deadline should be directional. Airline is
dangerous due to two-way traffic and significantly reduces the amount of time i spend riding
Sky Mountain Park. Directional trails can alternate on days if there are not alternate trails able
to be added.

5/18/2021 2:08 PM

223

Advanced/Tech Trails Would love to have more technical riding in Snowmass instead of all
flowy

5/18/2021 2:02 PM

224

Directional Trails Safety Sky mountain park is beautiful with some great trails. That being
said I have had many conflicts with trail users regarding uphill right of way. Additionally, I have
had conflicts not seeing people in blind corners on airline.

5/18/2021 1:53 PM

225

Connectivity of Trails Better connectivity from one end to the other without having to use
pavement.

5/18/2021 1:24 PM

226

Connectivity of Trails

5/18/2021 1:23 PM

Directional Trails Airline needs to have a parallel trail, with dedicated
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uphill/downhill sections, if at all possible. Airline as two-way trail makes it unsafe and
completely spoils the purpose-built nature of this asset. This is also worsened by the lack of a
dedicated bike trail along Hwy 82 between the airport and Brush Creek lot. Another problem.
227

Connectivity of Trails Directional Trails Safety Hikers on Deadline is dangerous. Wish
there was an extension of ditch line that connected further down Brush Creek, closer to the
Brush Creek Park and ride. A lollipop out on Seven Star Mesa could be a cool addition. 7 Star
and north rim are a little redundant, maybe one way them?

5/18/2021 1:18 PM

228

Beginner Trails The one thing missing is an easier trail to get kids and less experience
mountain bikers into the network

5/18/2021 1:05 PM

229

Directional Trails Airline is not safe with users going up and down.

5/18/2021 12:56 PM

230

Safety It is very MTB focused, which I am OK with as a MTBer but with increased use of
hikers/runners there is potential for more conflicts.

5/18/2021 12:52 PM

231

Directional Trails
downhill.

5/18/2021 12:49 PM

232

Directional Trails Would love to see all trails on Sky Mountain be directional. Add an uphill for
Airline at the least.

5/18/2021 12:46 PM

233

Directional Trails Airline needs to be DH only for bikes. Building a flow trail and calling it bidirection is like telling kids they can go up or down the slide in the playground- no one has fun
and frankly it's dangerous. As an avid mountain biker AND trail runner, directional trails
improve the experience for all users. Opportunities to enhance directional travel for bikes would
be welcome.

5/18/2021 12:41 PM

234

Beginner Trails Would love to see more beginner trails for kids.

5/18/2021 12:41 PM

235

Safety Signage and Education Deadline is signed as a downhill only trail for MTB use but it
seems to allow foot travel up and down? I wish it were a downhill MTB only trail. Perhaps it is,
in which case it may need more signage about foot traffic not being permitted, but foot traffic
and downhill MTB traffic is so dangerous. Even traveling at a moderate, very controlled rate of
speed can cause dangerous interactions when the line of sight is very short. Don't seem to
have this issue with other multi-use, multi-directional trails, but to make a trail MTB downhill
only, it should be closed to other uses.

5/18/2021 12:40 PM

236

Directional Trails Safety Airline should be a down only and the the radar road should be
reopened to climbing. It’s the most dangerous trail I’ve ever ridden!! Deadline should definitely
not be open to hiking another one of the most dangerous trails ever!! The trail building is a
joke!!

5/18/2021 12:36 PM

237

Connectivity of Trails Would love to see a connection from the south side to the north side
besides skyline.

5/18/2021 12:36 PM

238

Advanced/Tech Trails None of the trails are difficult or black rated.

5/18/2021 12:25 PM

239

Directional Trails E-bikes NO Concerns: 1) One way trails, up hill and down hill - alternating
based on day of week perhaps. 2) E-BIKES

5/18/2021 10:28 AM

240

Directional Trails Safety Two-way trails are not fun and can be dangerous. Sky Mountain
Park has become the premier mountain bike area of the Aspen/Snowmass trail system. Two
way trails are simply asking for conflicts where there could not be any. Lets make everyone
happy and make every trail one-way. The trails don't need to be far apart. They did a great job
in Prince Creek. The Sky Mountain trails should be the same.

5/18/2021 10:27 AM

241

Directional Trails Safety Absolutely love and appreciate sky mountain park! My main
concern are safety issues on Airline and Rim trail. These trails need to be directional,
particularly on weekends. Airline either needs a downhill and uphill trail, or the trail needs to be
directional, maybe changing by week, or certain days of the week. Same for the rim, and
Seven Star can't be far behind with the new improved downhill. Collisions are almost certain
without these changes. Tom Blake is also an issue though not as bad, with better visibility and
generally slower speeds. Hikers going up Anaerobic nightmare are at great risk. Suggest
making that a downhill only trail.

5/18/2021 9:58 AM

242

Directional Trails Airline needs to be directional like Deadline. Too many blind corners. Need
a new up from town.

5/18/2021 9:32 AM

36
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E-bikes NO Please do NOT allow Ebikes!!! 7 star should be one way
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243

General Comment As my office is in the ABC, I ride Sky Mountain Park regularly. It is a
good trail system, but could be excellent with the addition of a few aspects listed below.

5/18/2021 8:18 AM

244

Natural Resources Hunting is conservation. Sad to see historical uses shut out…

5/18/2021 6:20 AM

245

Diversity and Inclusion Safety Diversity and inclusion related to bikers and walkers/ hikers
should be related to safety of trail

5/17/2021 9:29 PM

246

Directional Trails Safety Signage and Education I do worry about increased use. As
much as I love the fact You can ride both ways on the trails (except deadline) I am Concerned
with safety if user numbers continue to climb. The buff flowy trails allow people to fly which
can potentially be a hazard to uphill traffic. The one area signage could improve is deadline no uphill traffic. I have run into a few riders climbing that trail. I think it’s clear, but maybe it
could improve?? I love the connection of all The trails in snowmass makes for some long
loops.

5/17/2021 9:21 PM

247

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails Safety Skill Progression Airline specifically has
become dangerous with increased usage as a two way trail. I tend to avoid climbing up it
because of this unfortunately. For trail type/variety and difficulty, would love to see some
different trail types to switch up the riding experience. Airline, cozy line, view line, skyline and
even deadline all the same feel to them. Some more technical options and also some options
that stay lower down (don't have to summit onto the ridge) to make mountain biking more
accessible to less experienced riders!! Please don't take this as complaining, I really enjoy my
time on Sky Mountain Park. I wanted to express my thoughts and concerns to see this
wonderful place continue to improve!

5/17/2021 8:26 PM

248

Advanced/Tech Trails Directional Trails Make more difficult directional trails. We have
enough easy trails. Airline should be a directional trail. Blind corners and high speeds are very
dangerous for a 2 way trail.

5/17/2021 7:25 PM

249

Directional Trails Signage and Education With increased trail traffic, I would consider
making Seven Star a downhill only trail. I would also recommend adding better signage for
people who try and hike deadline.

5/17/2021 6:44 PM

250

E-bikes NO No E-bikes please!!!

5/17/2021 6:12 PM

251

Natural Resources Trail Maintenance Wildlife is more important than trails. Not every trail
should be an over engineered modern machine built berm turn type trail

5/17/2021 5:33 PM

252

E-bikes YES It's time to be pro active and allow ebikes

5/17/2021 5:11 PM

253

E-bikes YES Ebikes should be allowed on Sky park trails.

5/17/2021 2:45 PM

254

Directional Trails Let's work on a solution to creating a directional Airline/new climbing option
to alleviate the climbing and descending run-ins with mtb's.

5/17/2021 1:47 PM

255

Connectivity of Trails We start from a position of strength since the park/trails/access are
already amazing. Of course improvements can be made. Connectivity between existing trails
and to parking/residential areas could improve.

5/17/2021 12:42 PM

256

Safety Signage and Education Deadline should be biking only as hikers have viewline. It’s
too dangerous having hikers on trail.

5/17/2021 12:32 PM

257

Beginner Trails SMP is amazing however, it is challenging to access for children and
beginner bikers. Butterline is where Aspen's kids learn to mountain bike. Are there possibilities
for more of that green level trail? Deer Hill, Lower Airline?

5/17/2021 11:51 AM

258

Directional Trails Airline trail is dangerous as a multi directional trail. Please add an uphill trail
and make Airline DH only.

5/17/2021 11:27 AM

259

Safety Sky Mtn has become majority mtn bikes over hiking. A shame but I understand not
wanting to be on the same trails with bike while on foot.

5/17/2021 11:16 AM

260

Directional Trails Signage and Education Certainly the biggest issues are variety of trail
and diversity of users. Coming upon a hiker on Deadline is unacceptable, but they currently
have a right to be there. Trail variety (up and down one ways) would help with crowding, but
until then we need to remind everyone that Airline is 2 ways and can’t be changed so don’t
expect to rally down it.

5/17/2021 10:39 AM

261

Directional Trails

5/17/2021 10:11 AM

Safety 1 way trails please. Deadline, 7 star, and airline should be downhill
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only and no hikers. create a climbing trail parallel to airline and a trail that parallels skyline so
that loops can be made without riding bike path or road.
262

Directional Trails Seven star trail is overrated as a decent. North Rim decent is old school
single track and the original Aspen area 'flow style' trail. please keep North Rim the way it is.

5/17/2021 9:42 AM

263

Directional Trails Directional trails would increase safety. specifically uphill traffic on 7 star
can be concerning especially when the leaves are in. Airline is the most dangerous trial as
there areas with very short site lines. An alternate uphill or downhill option would be great to
prevent accidents. Maybe just short areas where site lines are limited there can be an uphill
and downhill option.

5/17/2021 9:27 AM

264

Beginner Trails Connectivity of Trails Regulations bikers should be banned from using
headphones and yield to uphill traffic add more beginner trails - ditch line to Cozy line?

5/17/2021 9:20 AM

265

Directional Trails In regards to trail safety, it would be nice to see a downhill specific trail on
the Airline Trail side of Sky Mountain. With increasing use of SMP, the user conflicts are
increasing and there are many blind spots on Airline causing frustrations and accidents
between uphill and downhill traffic.

5/17/2021 8:49 AM

266

Directional Trails With the increased usage in the last few years it’s time to make Airline a
descent only trail and design a new climbing route. This would also help maintain better trail
conditions on the lower half, which has become very ragged in recent years compared to the
conditions on Cozyline.

5/17/2021 8:43 AM

267

E-bikes YES May have to include use of electric bikes.

5/17/2021 8:42 AM

268

Directional Trails Primary concern is uphill / downhill user conflicts on airline and cozyline.
Have had many close calls. A downhill specific route resolves these issues, ex. the viewline
and deadline separation

5/17/2021 8:10 AM

269

Beginner Trails Skill Progression We desperately need more beginner level singletrack in
order to accommodate first timers and beginners safely and encourage their progression.
Increasing illegal e-bike use puts beginners at even more risk. PLEASE ENFORCE the
prohibition on e-biking more aggressively as the use grows.

5/17/2021 8:00 AM

270

Safety Signage and Education User conflicts are on the increase. There need to be more
signs warning that downhill should yield to uphill. 7 Star needs more of these signs.

5/17/2021 7:43 AM

271

General Comment I love that deadline is downhill only. The work down on skyline in recent
years is an improvement.

5/17/2021 7:43 AM

272

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes YES Diversity and inclusivity of trail users. Just about
everybody I know now has an ebike. It’s time to allow them on the trails.

5/17/2021 12:56 AM

273

Safety Signage and Education Deadline needs to be dh bikes only especially Since it was
built with purposely built trail features. The other issue with allowing hikers on the trail with trail
features on it does damage to the trail features which could lead to very dangerous situations
for biking trail users. Not to mention the fact that some of those features can create Situations
were line of sight is put predominantly on being able to make the feature safely and not an
looking for hikers.

5/16/2021 11:10 PM

274

Directional Trails

5/16/2021 10:28 PM

275

Diversity and Inclusion E-bikes NO If “inclusivity” means e-bikes— no!no! no! E bikes go
too fast and threaten other trail users—they would drive mountain bikes off the trails.

5/16/2021 8:40 PM

276

E-bikes YES Need to allow e mtn bikes on some of The trails, the time has come to except
this new form of bike riding

5/16/2021 8:37 PM

277

Signage and Education Good signage and maps like you are here are helpful throughout the
trail to help you from getting lost

5/16/2021 8:15 PM

278

Trail Maintenance There are a couple of areas that still could use some reroutes for
sustainability.

5/16/2021 8:08 PM

279

Directional Trails Safety Signage and Education Make 7 star downhill only for safety and
concern of all bikers. Deadline should not allow hikers it is completely unsafe.

5/16/2021 7:42 PM

280

Directional Trails Need additional airline climbing trail and Cozy line descending trail Remove

5/16/2021 6:47 PM

38

| Appendix

Signage and Education 7 star should be dh only and deadline bikes only.
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two steep trail sections 1- near top airline Starting View line. 2- Skyline just before top of view
line
281

Trail Maintenance Re-route eroded climb at intersection of skyline and cozy line. Bikers fly
down while most have to push up-not easy to get out of way

5/16/2021 6:44 PM

282

Safety Seperated Use Trails I like to hike & trail run on Sky Mtn Park but I am intimidated
by the mtn bikers. I would like to see separate trails -- uphill only + foot traffic only. When I
was heading uphill and had the right of way, a mtn biker going downhill smashed into me. Now
I am too scared to use these trails.

5/16/2021 5:32 PM

283

Directional Trails Seven Star DH bike only plz.

5/16/2021 5:23 PM

284

Signage and Education Trail sihns dhouls indicate where you are

5/16/2021 4:35 PM

285

Directional Trails The 2 way traffic on airline is really dangerous. We need a climbing route!

5/16/2021 4:18 PM

286

Directional Trails Need another trail for airline. Too dangerous to have it a two way trail.

5/16/2021 3:54 PM

287

Directional Trails I love all of the great trails that have been built in the past few years. I
would really like to see more one directional trails in the future for trail use safety. It's also
pandemic friendly! Seven Star would be a great downhill only trail (and could easily be
blocked/signed to prevent accidental uphillers). I also think that it would be beneficial to have
an additional trail near Airline so that there could be climbing and DH only trails there since that
is a very high use for mtb.

5/16/2021 3:23 PM

288

Regulations Please make more trails/areas dog friendly for mountain bikers. Well behaved
dogs rarely cause issues as evidenced by Prince Creek riding

5/16/2021 3:23 PM

289

Safety Seperated Use Trails Hike odd bike even days to avoid issues/conflicts. Allow dogs
on lead on hike only days!

5/16/2021 3:12 PM

290

Signage and Education I love the trails on Snowmass ski mountain, but unless you know
where you are going, you can get off the right trail. Compared to other resorts in the West, we
do not do a great job of trail signage. I hope we can improve. Especially for our visitors.

5/16/2021 2:51 PM

291

Directional Trails Safety Signage and Education Deadline should be downhill bike traffic
only. It's a little dangerous for people hiking up with dogs, children, etc. There are so many
other places to hike and run with better views, it just doesn't seem like foot traffic on deadline
is needed. Seven Star would be another good directional candidate. Smooth trails with less
elevation gain would be a great addition to the valley for beginner riders and visitors from lower
elevations!

5/16/2021 2:41 PM

292

Directional Trails It would be nice if Seven Star was downhill only.

5/16/2021 2:32 PM

293

E-bikes YES I am not a E- Biker, but maybe one day. Seeing the acceptance off E-Bikes in
Europe, it’s disappointing that here people are so against them.

5/16/2021 2:25 PM

294

Directional Trails
BIKES!!!!

5/16/2021 10:38 AM

295

General Comment It’s great. No need to change it. Continue the great success already in
place

5/15/2021 3:46 PM

296

Directional Trails
or downhill

5/15/2021 12:43 PM

297

Directional Trails Safety I feel trails can get crowded, with so many acres available more
trails would spread out traffic, airline especially can be dangerous with two way traffic.

5/15/2021 12:00 PM

298

Safety There are too many cyclists who feel they're on a downhill course and behave
irresponsibly! I ride very defensively and try to make noise when climbing to let other riders
know I'm there but there's always a few knuckleheads.

5/15/2021 8:33 AM

299

E-bikes NO too many E-bikes breaking the rules and riding Sky Mountain. I've come across
E-bikes on deadline where individuals crashed, possibly injured and they get angry with me
when i let them know those bikes are not allowed

5/15/2021 7:51 AM

300

Directional Trails Airline needs to be a one way DH trail with another uphill trail constructed to
end at the same point on top

5/15/2021 7:51 AM

E-bikes NO Please comfier skyline as a directional trail; enforce the E

Safety Trail safety on Airline Trail. Consider make stretches just for uphill
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301

Safety Seperated Use Trails Sky is supposed to be for bike, foot and horse use. The fast
flow mtb trails made are not ideal for non bike travel. I used to run up there a lot but less now
after many close calls. Seems when trails were designed, non-bike use was not a thought.
Should have named it sky mountain mountain bike park!

5/15/2021 7:39 AM

302

Connectivity of Trails I would love to see the bottoms of Airline and Cozyline connected via
Airport Ranch through Shale Bluffs from the ABC to Brush Creek lot

5/15/2021 7:09 AM
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Q6 Please rate your experience during your typical visit to Sky Mountain
Park.
Answered: 589

Skipped: 76

S

0%

Poor
POOR
S

40

1.02%
6
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Q7 Thinking about your response to the question above, please add any
details about your experience (things that work well or things that could be
improved) or provide any comments about what you would like to see in
the future for this area:
Answered: 325

Skipped: 340

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Trails - Directional Please make a climbing trail on the buttermilk side to avoid dangerous
interactions on airline with cyclists descending.

6/16/2021 9:25 PM

2

Trails - Directional More downhill directional trails.

6/16/2021 4:20 PM

3

Trails - Directional one way on 7 star smart

6/16/2021 3:12 PM

4

Trails - Directional Maybe making 7 Star directional?

6/16/2021 3:08 PM

5

Trails - Directional Another downhill only MTB trail!!

6/16/2021 3:02 PM

6

Increase Trail Connection Trails - Directional Seven Star trail is excellent in the downhill
direction, a minority of bike users climb on this trail. Perhaps signage at bottom of the the trail
can explain this fairly established community preference, and recommend users climb up the
nearby North Rim Trail instead of climbing Seven Star Trail. The original SMP management
plan included an unbuilt concept trail that connected the Brush Creek valley (near an end of the
Ditch Trail), up to a mid-point of the Skyline Ridge Trail. This conceptual mileage should be
retained and applied to future trail system mileage that would improve the trail system's
functioning, reducing conflicts on the bi-directional Airline Trail, by providing parallel directional
trail segments where feasible. The lower Prince Creek access trails provide a model for how
this can be achieved with minimal additional impact to areas considered high value for wildlife
habitat. Efforts to gain Airport/FAA approval for portions of existing + future trails near the top
of Radar Road should be pursued to make the parallel directional trails possible.

6/16/2021 2:51 PM

7

Address User Conflicts Airline most user conflicts are on Airline. i think more choke points
will slow user speeds as the corners have grown.

6/16/2021 2:50 PM

8

More Advanced Trails Trails - Separated Use Deadline trail is great. No hiking should be
allowed on Deadline, since it is downhill directional for bikes. A separate hiking only trail could
be a good option. More trail like Deadline or with more advanced features, and more directional
mountain bike trails in the future would be appreciated.

6/16/2021 2:39 PM

9

Trails - Directional Directional trails for MTB are a priority.

6/16/2021 2:20 PM

10

Trails - Directional More directional trails

6/16/2021 1:53 PM

11

Additional Trails Address Overcrowding More trails!! It’s becoming very crowded to the
point that I avoid it on weekends.

6/16/2021 1:00 PM

12

Highway 82 Connection Trails - More Loops It would be great to have a loop lower on the
hillside, such that you can ride a loop from either Airline to Cozy.

6/15/2021 11:12 PM

13

Enhance Safety See above esp. regarding Deadline.

6/15/2021 10:43 PM

14

Increase Trail Connection Trails - Directional Seven Stars ONE WAY a connecter trail off
of Highline that comes brings you to the top of Owl Creek Pass/by Sunny Ranch entrance

6/15/2021 1:27 PM

15

Enhance Safety

6/15/2021 7:25 AM

16

Address User Conflicts Airline Highway 82 Connection Trails - More Loops Airline gets
really busy with uphill and downhill traffic. Once along the ridge riders spread out. A better loop
connection from Brush Creek Park & Ride or Buttermilk would be nice to prevent riders from
backtracking out and back.

Trails - Two Way No one way trails and build speed control bumps.
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17

See above comment

6/14/2021 6:45 PM

18

Additional Trails

6/14/2021 5:34 PM

19

Trails - Directional I enjoy the single direction trails such as deadline, and see reason to
encourage other trails to become the same way (seven Star).

6/14/2021 4:06 PM

20

More Advanced Trails
trails

Trails - Directional Less switchbacks more speed, more directional

6/14/2021 2:06 PM

21

Additional Trails Skyline Ridge Would love to see more trails coming off of Skyline, there
seems to be plenty of space.

6/13/2021 8:51 PM

22

Increase Trail Connection Trails - Directional Airline Trail is dangerous as a 2-way trail. It
should be downhill only, with uphill on that side being on Radar Road. Or better yet, build a new
Deadline-style trail on that side to come down and then Airline can remain a 2-direction trail.
Also, a connection from Ditch Line to Cozyline should be build so that bikers do not need to go
down the bike path from the Rodeo Grounds to the beginning of Cozyline. Even if it is up
higher on the hill to avoid private property and comes into Cozyline in the middle it would be a
massive improvement.

6/13/2021 7:36 PM

23

Regulate E-bikes Worry about increasing illegal Ebike usage. Signs right now very small.

6/13/2021 9:37 AM

24

Address User Conflicts Seven Star Trails - Directional Please make 7 star a one way trail
mostly. It’s too dangerous for both ways. Have time zones and designated days for uphilling or
2 way and leave it downhill only during the afternoons or high traffic times. Someone will get
hurt if this stays 2 way all the time.

6/12/2021 5:57 PM

25

Address User Conflicts Trails - Directional Need one direction trails for safety of users.
Downhill mnt biking only on some trails.

6/12/2021 11:39 AM

26

Increase Trail Connection More Advanced Trails Regulate E-bikes Trails - Directional
More one way down trails. Add some technical trails. No ebikes. Singletrack to aspen

6/12/2021 11:20 AM

27

All good. Thank you.

6/12/2021 7:17 AM

28

Trails - Directional One way trails for those more often used for uphill or downhill

6/11/2021 11:41 PM

29

Address User Conflicts Education/Etiquette See comments. I’d say fast downhill riders
with no concern or respect for other shiv danger.

6/11/2021 8:42 PM

30

Increase Trail Connection Owl Creek Connections Trails - More Loops I would love to see
an Upper Highline or Higher Highline to loop around the backside towards Airline. Having to
cross Owl Creek and then ride up the death luge of traffic to the summit to only have to cross
Owl Creek again to get back on the bike path is not ideal.

6/11/2021 7:57 PM

31

Mountain Bike Destination Live up to IMBA GOLD level ride area standards!!!- see
Breckenridge trail system- puts snowmass trail system to shame :(

6/11/2021 5:33 PM

32

Address User Conflicts Education/Etiquette Trails - Directional Directional trails for
mountain bikes. Yes, Deadline is fun but I, and most others I know, routinely encounter hikers
on this trail. And most they know exactly what they are doing and don't care. Super dangerous.
And you can't put jumps and doubles and huge berms on a trail like Airline, have it open to
hikers, runners, and uphill mountain bikers, and expect there to not be conflicts and accidents.
We must start taking directional trails more seriously.

6/11/2021 2:45 PM

33

Parking Improvements I would like to see more charges at the brush creek park and ride. I
drive a hybrid, will go e shortly; the capacity will be exceeded this season.

6/11/2021 2:20 PM

34

Additional Trails More trails!

6/11/2021 1:11 PM

35

More Advanced Trails Add more fun jumps, bumps and banks to increase fun factor and
better for kids

6/11/2021 12:55 PM

36

Trails - Directional Make airline trail one way

6/11/2021 12:11 PM

37

Brush Creek Connections Increase Trail Connection I would love to see a connector built
that parallels Brush Creek. This would enable most people to park at the Brush Creek lot, ride
up Cozyline, across Skyline, down Deadline and then ride trail back to the parking area.
Currently one has to get on the paved bike trail and lose a ton of vertical gain on pavement,

6/11/2021 11:59 AM

42
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which is less than ideal. OR in someway make a loop which includes the east side with the
west side trails.
38

Trails - Directional see above reroute steep section on top of skyline Snowmass side of Top
of Air line

6/11/2021 11:20 AM

39

Brush Creek Connections Increase Trail Connection Trails - Directional The connection
between the bottom of Airline and Intercept Lot needs to be addressed and improved. Also,
Airline should either be one way, with a companion/parallel trail the other way. Too dangerous.

6/11/2021 11:17 AM

40

Trails - Directional Trails - Maintenance airline needs a dedicated up and down trail. Seven
star should be a dedicated up!! Bring back north Rim DH( one of the best in the valley). I am
vey passionate about this point. Deadline could use annual train work to reshape jumps. less
overbuilt trails more ride in trails.

6/11/2021 10:43 AM

41

Permit E-Bikes It is time to allow E Bikes on Trails, specifically pedal assist. There are so
many more advantages to doing this than disadvantages.

6/11/2021 10:33 AM

42

Brush Creek Connections Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional Trails - Maintenanc
e I live at North 40 by the AABC. I personally ride all the Sky Mountain trails from our house
via Butterline / Airline. I also take our young kids riding on Butterline regularly. The trail system
works well for me except it could be nice to have an alternative uphill route other than Airline
due to traffic coming down it. In a perfect world there would be a separate uphill single track
route accessible from the airport area but even if the radar road was open back up to traffic i'd
prefer that at peak times over going up Airline. But PLEASE do not just close Airline to uphill
traffic without an alternative access from the Airport side as that would require us riding out the
highway to Cozy Point which isn't a good alternative, especially as we get our kids onto Airline
and further into Sky Mt Park! I also request you look into further rerouting some of Skyline
Trail to remove the remaining really steep and quickly eroding sections. If possible also
creating an access point from the top of Owl Creek would help in connectivity from Tom Blake
so you wouldn't have to loose elevation before climbing up again. Lastly would like to see a
single track alternative to the Brush Creek Bike Path that gets you from the SMV Round About
back out the Brush Creek Valley to Cozy Point without having to climb all the way back up to
the top or take the paved bike path... basically extending Ditch trail all the way to Cozy Line.

6/11/2021 10:30 AM

43

Increase Trail Connection Reduce Winter Closure Trails - Maintenance Remove/
redo/reroute steep Rocky section snowmass side of top of airline Add access mid way to
snowmass off Brush creek trail Make Ditchline same as highline/lowline. - no winter closure

6/11/2021 10:20 AM

44

Trails - Separated Use I think it’s important to have some trails like Deadline be only used by
downhill mountain bikers. This will keep everyone safer.

6/11/2021 10:10 AM

45

Brush Creek Connections I'd like to see a connecting single track trail from Ditchline back
towards the Intercept Lot

6/11/2021 10:10 AM

46

Airline Trails - Directional Airline has some tricky spots on the single track that are
exposed and can be dangerous around a bend with bi- directional traffic

6/10/2021 11:23 AM

47

Trails - Directional with the addition of future trails, directionality should be considered and
reinforced in design and signage

6/10/2021 10:33 AM

48

Trails - Directional Doing one way traffic days on certain days of the week to improve safety.

6/10/2021 8:54 AM

49

Trails - Directional Directional trails would increase safety for all users. I've heard about
places where on even days of the month trails are uphill and on odd days they are down. This
could be a way to do directional trails without building more.

6/10/2021 8:34 AM

50

Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use Making some of the flow trails one directional
and limit uses on downhill trails to reduce risk.

6/9/2021 9:15 PM

51

Trails - Directional Deadline being designated as downhill only is a great thing.

6/9/2021 1:25 PM

52

Address User Conflicts Expecting oncoming traffic both ascending and descending

6/9/2021 12:35 PM

53

Additional Signage Education/Etiquette There could be more/better signage throughout the
trail about uphill traffic right of way (especially at the top of descents that are also climbs and
at the bottom of climbs that are also descents). The signage should be bilingual.

6/9/2021 12:14 PM

54

Balance Wildlife Maintain Views I really love the trails and views at Sky Mountain. When
visiting at off-peak times, one can still find solitude. The current trails are adequate and I do

6/8/2021 8:34 PM
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not find the need for additional trails. Also, the Park has a great balance of protecting habitat
and enabling use- the elk population really uses the park in April and May.
55

Address User Conflicts Airline Trails - Directional Airline is very fun to go DOWN but you
cannot go fast because you must be extremely careful of uphill riders. At the moment I don't
want it to be downhill only because you also need it to access the rest of sky mountain from
town. This would be a great place to add another uphill only trail for better flow and safety and
then make airline only down.

6/8/2021 4:11 PM

56

Airline Trails - Directional Trails - Maintenance There are a couple of very difficult
switchbacks that could be improved to become easier and safer on almost every trail, both for
up and downhill. I would also like if there was an additional trail to come down on the airport
side so there would be one climbing and one downhill route, similar to what's on the Snowmass
side (Viewline/Deadline). Climbing Airline when people are coming coming around the corners
at high speeds can be pretty treacherous and scary.

6/7/2021 1:15 PM

57

More Beginner Trails More green rums

6/7/2021 12:46 PM

58

Trails - Separated Use Horse only trails. Bikes on alternate trails

6/7/2021 10:19 AM

59

Address User Conflicts Bikers are so focused directly in front of their bikes and their speed
that they have no idea that a horse is on the trail. Horses are unpredictable. It is dangerous!

6/7/2021 9:49 AM

60

Education/Etiquette Inform riders about trail etiquette, specifically that uphill has right of way.

6/6/2021 10:38 PM

61

Airline

6/6/2021 10:23 PM

62

Maintain Dog Policy Nice job with no dogs. It was the right call.

6/6/2021 9:42 PM

63

Trails - Directional Continuing to have clear directional trails will help keep everyone safe

6/6/2021 11:40 AM

64

Mountain Bike Destination Trails - Maintenance The mountain-bike trails are world-class,
and all the maintenance you’ve done over the years has improved them. Keep it up!

6/6/2021 7:26 AM

65

Address User Conflicts Mountain bikers endangering hikers

6/5/2021 4:59 PM

66

Permit Dogs Dogs would enhance my experience.

6/4/2021 9:33 PM

67

Equestrian Use Possibly my own lack of knowledge, but I don't believe Skyline Ridge trail is
accessible by horse via Cozy Point? I believe you would have to ride all the way up Brush
Creek to Viewline, and then to Skyline Ridge. But then your only option is to turn around and
back track instead of continuing down Cozyline.

6/4/2021 12:20 PM

68

Airline Cozyline Trails - Directional I would love to see a greater diversity of trails to
minimize the conflict between uphill and downhill users both on Airline and Cozyline side. From
the Snowmass side, more cyclists are heading up Viewline and down Deadline, which creates
a natural loop and the one way status of Deadline helps with that situation. More one way trails
(made possible by added uphill or downhill trails) would really make this area safer and more
enjoyable.

6/4/2021 12:10 PM

69

Trails - Maintenance Trails are well maintained

6/4/2021 6:44 AM

70

Trails - Directional There are certain trails that would be better if they were only one direction.
It would be much safer for everyone.

6/4/2021 5:59 AM

71

Balance Wildlife Love seeing wildlife while in the park!

6/3/2021 10:02 PM

72

Education/Etiquette Restore Native Plants I feel trail etiquette is very good. Try to reinforce
this culture. The wildflowers are beautiful and encourage further restoration of native plants.

6/3/2021 8:55 PM

73

Address User Conflicts Trails - Maintenance The trails are great, and in good condition.
Most issues have been with people that sneak on to trails with e-bikes, or hikers.

6/3/2021 7:24 PM

74

Airline Cozyline Trails - Directional An additional trail on both the cozy point and airport
ends to provide an option for a loop and potential for directional downhill only designation.

6/3/2021 6:37 PM

75

Trails - Directional Another designated climbing trail (that hikers, runners, etc could use)
would help to improve safety.

6/3/2021 4:17 PM

76

Address User Conflicts
and a bike path on 82.

6/3/2021 11:48 AM
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Trails - Directional Allow ebikes Make Airline a 1 way trail.

Highway 82 Connection

Trails - Directional Safety. One way trails
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77

Address Overcrowding Regulate E-bikes I usually go at 7 am to avoid crowds, which is a
major factor in the "excellent" rating. At other times it is too crowded and I would give it 4
stars. However, a downside of riding at 7 am is is the ebike "poachers." I have had some bad
experiences with people on ebikes who have no bike-handling skills and are in over their
heads, even on these non-technical trails.

6/3/2021 11:31 AM

78

Airline Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional In general it’s awesome. I hate having
to ride west on 82 to get to trail - dangerous. But less dangerous than going up airline. But
trails in great shape. Good viz. very lucky.

6/2/2021 11:26 PM

79

Trails - More Loops more interconnected short loops would be nice

6/2/2021 8:03 PM

80

The trail system is amazing! thanks.

6/2/2021 6:33 PM

81

Trails - Separated Use more mountain bike trails please

6/2/2021 4:46 PM

82

Love it like it is!

6/2/2021 3:54 PM

83

Trails - Directional SOOO glad Deadline was finally made directional, but after some
unfortunate, avoidable collisions. Please consider making more directional mountain bike trails
if use continues to increase.

6/2/2021 2:46 PM

84

Brush Creek Connections Owl Creek Connections Trails - More Loops Trails - Separated
Use Eliminating hikers. Adding another trail that would allow more loops on Sky Mountain.
Allowing mountain bikers to stay on the dirt and not having to ride owl creek or brush creek to
make a loop.

6/2/2021 1:02 PM

85

Trails - Directional As I stated above, I would love to have a separate climbing/downhill trail
in each of the areas or some other way to alleviate the safety concerns.

6/2/2021 11:36 AM

86

More Advanced Trails Off trail optional hits.

6/2/2021 10:09 AM

87

Mountain Bike Destination I love it it's a crown jewel of riding on the western slope

6/1/2021 5:00 PM

88

Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional The CozyLine to Airline trail is wonderful, but
one has to either get a shuttle to park at Brush Creek OR deal with highway 82 death gauntlet
for those few miles. It's dangerous and surely there has to be a better way.

6/1/2021 12:32 PM

89

Balance Wildlife More detailed wildlife analysis is needed in general. Wildlife closures might
be extended into the season based on current observations and research info. The Elk herd
currently there seems to have adapted but good science should be applied to determine what
may be affecting the decline in their numbers. Warming, lack of forage, vehicle traffic, bike
traffic, hunting permits, rual home developement? Sacrificing Elk for trails is not an option in
my mind.

6/1/2021 10:31 AM

90

Seven Star
way!!!

6/1/2021 8:48 AM

91

Trail users are generally very courteous - a great thing!

6/1/2021 6:27 AM

92

Airline Trails - Directional More one direction trails, airline in particular is a pain with the 2
way traffic

5/31/2021 10:36 PM

93

Additional Trails
travel trails.

5/31/2021 9:55 PM

94

Additional Signage Education/Etiquette Perhaps some educational signage at the start of
Deadline Trail would help orient riders of all levels on how to insure a good and safe experience
for all would be useful.

5/31/2021 8:15 PM

95

Address Overcrowding The place is too crowded with other users.

5/31/2021 5:15 PM

96

Additional Trails Address Overcrowding Trails - Separated Use During the season I often
avoid sky mountain because the trails are heavily used and busy. Could use some more bike
trails for dispersion.

5/31/2021 4:51 PM

97

Highway 82 Connection Trails - More Loops It would be great to be able to connect airline
& cozyline at the bottom to make a loop ride.

5/31/2021 10:33 AM

98

Additional Trails really fun, limited and once again, we really need more trails on SMP and
definitely Hunter Creek. Our community has the money and lots of generous community

5/31/2021 9:23 AM

Trails - Directional Great trail improvements but need to make 7 Star one

Trails - Directional Could add more trails, and more dedicated direction of
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99

More Advanced Trails Trails - Directional Bi direction trails. More jumps, berms, table tops,
doubles, roots and rock….more spice please. XC is so 1990s :)

5/30/2021 5:55 PM

100

Seven Star Trails - Directional The flow style of trails are excellent. Again, please make 7
Star one-way top to bottom.

5/30/2021 1:48 PM

101

Trails - Maintenance Well maintained trails and east to access

5/29/2021 3:38 PM

102

Trails - Directional As mentioned additional trails for uphill access separate from downhill.

5/29/2021 3:18 PM

103

Limit Events Lovely and awesome except on race/event days. It was horrendous. The trails
get taken over and users are aggressive, no attention to rules or etiquette and they act as they
have exclusive rights to plow everyone over. It was awful! Their marshals even blatantly
disobeyed the eBike ban and road them on the trails. I would highly discourage permission to
aspen cycling club events unless a huge cultural change occurs where they realize they are
users of open space that is OPEN to ALL. Also, Ragnar destroyed the trails and North Rim still
suffers from damage 4+ years ago. Ragnar was allowed back with the caveat of trail
maintenance following their event. If that happened it was not back to the way they found it
before the event.

5/29/2021 1:59 PM

104

More Advanced Trails

5/29/2021 9:21 AM

105

Additional Trails Owl Creek Connections It would be nice to have a trail connection from
the top of Deadline are to the high point on Owl Creek Road, i.e. a trail across GIANCARLO
FAMILY TRUST property. An alternative to the High Line trail and the grunt up the too steep
bike path.

5/29/2021 7:45 AM

106

I live in SMV, love all those trails ans the many linkups that are possible out my back door.
Incredible job on this trail system!!

5/28/2021 11:53 PM

107

Address User Conflicts Have had a few issues with bros not yielding the trail when they were
descending. Otherwise it is an amazing place

5/28/2021 3:10 PM

108

Additional Trails Trails - Separated Use The construction of additional trails would be very
beneficial. Separation of hiking and biking trails would be ideal.

5/28/2021 2:10 PM

109

Trails - Separated Use More MTB trails!!!

5/28/2021 12:47 PM

110

Airline Trails - Directional All bike trails should be 1way. Someone is going to get really
injured on airline.

5/28/2021 9:29 AM

111

Additional Trails Address Overcrowding Additional trails to spread people out. It’s not too
busy except for weekends so additional trails would help eleviate the weekend situation.

5/27/2021 11:21 PM

112

Trails - Maintenance I know this is a small concern and not at the top of the list, but there is
a specific jump on Deadline that is dangerous I feel. Deadline is a great trail for intermediate to
advanced riders to begin testing themselves on jumps and features. The jump immediately
following the straight gap jump is small and the takeoff is awkward. After hitting the gap jump,
a rider had a lot of speed. That jump is small with a not so smooth take off. It seems out of
place or needs to be longer with a less prominent take off.

5/27/2021 9:06 PM

113

Education/Etiquette With increased use and the emphasis on making downhills faster trail
etiquette education is extremely important as don't feel our bike shops are doing it and it
doesn't appear online platforms are either.

5/27/2021 12:44 PM

114

Airline Trails - Directional I’d love to see Airline become one way either up or down on
certain days of the week.

5/27/2021 7:45 AM

115

Additional Trails Skyline Ridge Trails - Directional Besides Deadline the 2-way traffic
could be better. The whole ridge has ton of potential and we could make trail for all types of
riders, on top of the xc base that it has now.

5/26/2021 10:22 PM

116

See above.

5/26/2021 10:13 PM

117

Address User Conflicts Airline Owl Creek Connections Trails - Maintenance Sight lines
on airline can be tricky. Owl Creek bike path needs to be improved - it’s safer to ride the road
than the bike path now.

5/26/2021 9:36 PM

118

Trails - Directional More one-way trails. Climbing only DH only

5/26/2021 5:08 PM

46
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Trails - Directional more black diamond one way trails
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119

Address User Conflicts

120

Trails - Directional Less two way, more one way

5/26/2021 3:33 PM

121

Airline

5/26/2021 3:31 PM

122

Additional Trails More trails please

5/26/2021 3:28 PM

123

Permit E-Bikes When can we get ebikes on the trails. I'm over 65 and pay my taxes, there's
a significant group of us that would like this

5/26/2021 3:26 PM

124

Additional Trails
Skyline

5/26/2021 3:21 PM

125

None. You do a good job. Thank you.

5/26/2021 3:18 PM

126

Airline Seven Star Trails - Directional I would love to see more one directional trails.
Would be great to have a climbing only route near Airline. 7 Star would also be a great trail for
downhill only!!!

5/26/2021 3:15 PM

127

Additional Amenities 5 gallon water on weekends at trailheads for trail users to refill water
bottles

5/26/2021 3:10 PM

128

Well organized, awesome downhill, beautiful

5/26/2021 3:07 PM

129

Additional Signage Maybe more trail maps

5/26/2021 3:01 PM

130

This area has made mountain great for everybody

5/26/2021 2:55 PM

131

Permit E-Bikes Trails - Maintenance Appreciate the maintenance, brush and weed control,
and grading. Hiking is also important to me. Open to ebikes.

5/26/2021 2:52 PM

132

Address User Conflicts It is such a treasure! I will say that increasing the use of bells and
trail etiquette could be improved to help with two way traffic.

5/26/2021 12:46 PM

133

Airline Brush Creek Connections Owl Creek Connections Trails - Directional Airline
needs to be a one-way trail. Reroute uphill traffic back to using the radar road like it used to be;
eventually, it would be great to add new uphill trail if possible but radar road is fine. Adding
connectors between upper brush creek trails (seven star, ditchline/viewline) with lower brush
creek (cozyline) would be amazing. Also, adding a connector on the east/southeast side of
viewline back towards airport would also be amazing.

5/26/2021 12:39 PM

134

Trails - Directional I like the idea of a few DH-only trails so you don’t have to worry about
upcoming traffic

5/26/2021 12:07 PM

135

Trails - Directional I think Airline should be a one way trail, DH because you can get going
too fast on the down and with all the switchbacks and things it makes it tough.

5/26/2021 11:32 AM

136

More Beginner Trails We could always use more beginner trails.

5/26/2021 10:51 AM

137

Trails - Two Way I think it's too bad that some want to make some trails like airline and
deadline downhill only when we have a downhill exclusive park on Snowmass Ski area.

5/26/2021 10:50 AM

138

Additional Signage Trails - Separated Use more signage and parking and notation of which
trails are hikers only, marked w/ difficulty

5/26/2021 10:45 AM

139

Regulate E-bikes E-bikes banned and fully enforced

5/26/2021 10:28 AM

140

Rim Trail Trails - Directional Trails - Maintenance Certainly the Rim Trail should be one
way. The “work” on Seven Star ie the woop- tee - do’s was unnecessary.

5/26/2021 10:06 AM

141

Education/Etiquette People are rude

5/26/2021 9:49 AM

142

Highway 82 Connection Would like to see connection from Intercept Lot to Buttermilk Lot
along Hway 82.

5/26/2021 9:17 AM

143

Additional Trails Brush Creek Connections Trails - Maintenance Mostly addressed above
Of course more trails would be great. A connector to Brush Creek Village? Seven Star is the
best built trail I've ever ridden. Be very careful not to alter it/change the flow when doing
maintenance.

5/25/2021 5:05 PM

144

Trails - Maintenance The area is well managed and maintained. Thank you!

5/25/2021 8:23 AM

Cozyline

Airline Sight lines are improved but still tricky on Airline

Permit Dogs

5/26/2021 3:54 PM

Trails - Directional Directional - Airline and Cozyline, dogs

Skyline Ridge Add second trail at top to ease head to head traffic on
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145

Address User Conflicts Trails - Two Way This is an incredible trail system. As we see
users increase, safety and interactions should become more of a focus. But i don't support one
way trails because that limits access and connections.

5/25/2021 7:57 AM

146

See above.

5/25/2021 6:38 AM

147

Airline Trails - Directional An easier downhill, perhaps from top of deadline to ditch line and
a downhill to compliment airline would be great to eliminate rider conflicts.

5/25/2021 6:02 AM

148

More Advanced Trails Trails - Directional Trails - More Loops Safe directional trails that
are enjoyable to MTB and better loop and opportunities that are all single track, with more
technical climbing opportunities

5/24/2021 9:42 PM

149

Being able to park at Buttermilk is awesome for access to the trail network.

5/24/2021 9:38 PM

150

Regulate E-bikes Seven Star Trails - Two Way Keep seven star Bidirectional - its a great
climbing trail. go do deadline or Ski Co Trails if you want DH only No Ebikes

5/24/2021 4:30 PM

151

Regulate E-bikes Seven Star Trails - Two Way Keep Seven Star Bidirectional - its a great
climbing trail No E-bikes for now

5/24/2021 4:23 PM

152

Airline Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional an uphill specific route on the Airline
side. Better connection from AABC to Intercept lot

5/24/2021 11:03 AM

153

Seven Star Trails - Directional More directional trails. Another trail like deadline would
make the network epic and spread people out more maintaining trail quality longer. Seven star
as a downhill only.

5/24/2021 9:54 AM

154

Airline Trails - Directional I like the one way system at the deadline end of the trail system.
It would be great to include a similar system on the airline end. Airline is the most used access
from Aspen so to incorporate an up trail and a down trail would be the safest measure. To add
to this is you try to use cozyline as an up trail, getting to it from Aspen is dangerous as you
have to ride down the hwy.

5/24/2021 7:24 AM

155

Address User Conflicts Equestrian Use Too dangerous for hikers and horsebacks riders.
The mountain bikers are out of control.

5/23/2021 3:24 PM

156

Trails - Maintenance Trail construction and conditions are fantastic.

5/23/2021 10:43 AM

157

Address Overcrowding The trail system is getting more and more crowded, so it can be very
disruptive to constantly have to be getting off your bike for uphill riders. It impacts the fun level
of these trails on crowded days.

5/23/2021 10:41 AM

158

Airline Trails - Directional Airline should become one way, with an alternative route for the
other direction.

5/23/2021 9:43 AM

159

Additional Trails Limit Events More single track mtn bike trails. Get rid of person who
thinks diversity is an issue. No organized races. This only clogs the trails up when they should
be for general use.

5/23/2021 9:34 AM

160

Education/Etiquette More Advanced Trails Regulate E-bikes Trails - Two Way Stop
making trails for downhill specific use -- stop putting big hits in trails..keep those thing at
Snowmass ski area. Keep SMP for cross country type riding - stop making trails so wide and
easy. Do not create any more one way trails. Get the e-bikes off these trails. Keep SMP
interesting- make trails more difficult so speed it not an issue on these trails. Try to inform
bikers of right of way on trails. Seems every time I am on these trails there is a lack of
courtesy and respect for the uphill rider.

5/23/2021 8:43 AM

161

General Comment Trail accessibility, connectivity and signage is good and I appreciate the
seasonal wildlife closures.

5/22/2021 11:00 PM

162

Airline Trails - Directional In my opinion airline should be a single track downhill trail and a
new trail should be built by the radar.

5/22/2021 10:18 PM

163

All Ages & Abilities There are a wide variety or riders and ability levels so we need to
accommodate all levels and abilities for the greater mountain bike community! All ages and
abilities should be welcome

5/22/2021 8:13 PM

164

Brush Creek Connections A connector trail from Ditchline to Cozyline would be awesome.

5/22/2021 5:15 PM

48

| Appendix

38 / 72

SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
165

Trails - Directional Trails - More Loops Trails - Separated Use There should absolutely
not be hikers allowed walking up routes that are designed for high speed travel by bike,
especially when those routes include doubles or gap jumps. That is a bike optimized "descent"
trail design and should always be directional and not be mixed use with hikers or equestrians.
New Castle's newest upper loops do a good job working with natural terrain, and allowing
stacked loops for riders who prefer a loop circuit.

5/22/2021 12:05 PM

166

Additional Signage

5/22/2021 10:49 AM

167

Additional Trails Skyline Ridge trail system needs something more thant just Skyline Ridge
as a connector between Cozy / Airline adn Viewline/Deadline.

5/22/2021 10:03 AM

168

Trails - Two Way Mostly ride there on weekends and is never that busy that any of them
need to be one way, except for Deadline

5/22/2021 7:26 AM

169

Trails - Directional Trails - More Loops Create more loop options so there is less two way
traffic and less risk for conflict or injury.

5/22/2021 7:08 AM

170

More Beginner Trails An easy flat trail for beginners and kids would be really great! We
simply do not have enough easy trails to bring people such as my kids into the sport. I love
the climbing however as an ik intro into the sport, it has turned many away.

5/21/2021 10:19 PM

171

Regulate E-bikes Seven Star Trails - Directional Same as above - 7 Star should be a
directional trail limited to human powered bicycles.

5/21/2021 6:18 PM

172

Education/Etiquette Trails - Directional There is some difficulty with two way traffic on
mountain bikes. Often you have to get off your bike for downhill riders and there is nowhere to
step off

5/21/2021 6:03 PM

173

Additional Signage Airline Education/Etiquette Signage - airline could use more signs
reminding people it is a 2 way trail.

5/21/2021 5:38 PM

174

Address Overcrowding Airline Trails - Directional SMPark has very good trail options
accessible via our two communities and commuters accessing it from the Intercept. But the
system is now nearly at capacity. The experience is generally good on quiet days for multiple
rider types with the exception of Airline as we all know. A dedicated hiking trail/MTB ascent
would be a good addition as the system is very MTB-centric at the moment and not very ped
friendly with the exception of Ditchline and View line. Solution: Work on a Parking plan near the
airport fire station (if public lands were/are available) and build a dual-direction hiking /bike
ascent only trail alternative to the current Airline shit show. ... A second solution is... connect/
align a single track from ABCenter/and or lower Rio Grande which could serve town ending at
Cozyline start/Intercept Lot and make Airline solely a directional down biking only trail. As we
know this segment is/has been begging for a solution for years. We just need to do it before a
regrettable accident forces a public discussion. This would also reduce the liability for OST
which exists under the current user patterns and riding styles. -Art Burrows

5/21/2021 4:09 PM

175

Additional Signage Airline Education/Etiquette Trails - Directional Directional trails up
and down Airline. A bigger sign alerting hikers that some cyclist travel at a high rate of speed
and they should adjust their earbud volume so they can hear when they’re about to be run over.
😂😂

5/21/2021 4:04 PM

176

Highway 82 Connection I love and value Sky Mountain Park. A connector between the
Intercept Lot and BM/Airport (parallel-ish to 82, without having to climb), if ever feasible, would
make the riding there even more perfect.

5/21/2021 3:18 PM

177

Airline

5/21/2021 2:10 PM

178

More Advanced Trails I'd love to see more variety of trail styles. The 6% Grade IMBA flow
trails are fine but we need diversity.

5/21/2021 11:47 AM

179

Owl Creek Connections Amazing trail maintenance and hope there become a few more
options to choose from to ride up there. Snowmass side is amazing and easy to link. Would be
cool to see a variety on owl creeek/aspen side.

5/21/2021 9:27 AM

180

Address User Conflicts Improve sitelines to avoid user conflicts

5/21/2021 8:34 AM

181

Address Overcrowding It is getting more crowded so I ride early in the morning when its quiet
and empty. Love it!

5/21/2021 7:49 AM

182

Brush Creek Connections

5/20/2021 8:33 PM

Trails - Directional Better signage and more one-way trails for safety.

Trails - Directional Alternate airline uphill/downhill days

More Beginner Trails We need more "Butterline" or green trails
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that are gentle and don't climb straight uphill like many. "Lowline" is a great example. Is it
possible to build a single track trail along the hillside, parallel to the Brush Creek paved path,
at the base of Sky Mt, below Ditchline, that stays along the mountainside, all the way to
Cozyline?
183

More Advanced Trails Less flow mountain bike trails and more rugged trails

5/20/2021 8:16 PM

184

Address User Conflicts I don't know how but decreasing hiker and biker conflict i.e. Hikers on
a downhill only area or bikers interfering with hikers going up would be great

5/20/2021 4:45 PM

185

Airline Trails - Directional I absolutely love Sky Mountain Park. It's very convenient. If I'm
in a car there are lots of options with mimimal or no approach. I'd like to see another downhill
only trail (or radar road added as an uphill and airline made downhill only). Alternatively, airline
downhill only on certain days.

5/20/2021 4:38 PM

186

Mountain Bike Destination Trails - Separated Use This is definitely biking central, as I think
it should be. Hikers definitely shouldn’t be allowed on deadline. I think there is a push for trails
to be multi purpose but it feels safer/more fun to have trails that cater more to specific things.

5/20/2021 10:48 AM

187

Trails - Directional

5/20/2021 10:14 AM

188

Regulate E-bikes no e bikes

5/20/2021 9:49 AM

189

Airline Brush Creek Connections Trails - Directional Directional trail on airline and trail
connector from Cosy to ditch eliminating use of paved bike path.

5/19/2021 11:15 PM

190

Airline Trails - Directional The airline trail needs to have an up and a down option as the
two way approach is really dangerous

5/19/2021 8:50 PM

191

Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use Designated trail riding directions and user
specific trails for hikers and runners.

5/19/2021 5:44 PM

192

Trails - Directional More one-directional climbing only and downhill only trail separation would
be great.

5/19/2021 5:16 PM

193

General Comment Great access and very fun terrain.

5/19/2021 5:05 PM

194

More Advanced Trails More difficult downhill routes.

5/19/2021 4:04 PM

195

Equestrian Use Its important too that local stables have access. The RFVHC has worked
with PCOST for a brush creek crossing. We'd like to see the Cottonwood lot at the base of Sky
Mt. be available for truck and trailer parker, permit only.

5/19/2021 3:58 PM

196

Address User Conflicts Education/Etiquette If trails are left open to pedestrians it should
be make extremely clear to cyclists that they may encounter people or horses on their
descent.

5/19/2021 3:49 PM

197

Address User Conflicts Afraid of head on collisions with high speed users.

5/19/2021 1:47 PM

198

Trails - Directional Dedicated directional trails would be nice.

5/19/2021 12:14 PM

199

General Comment Experience is great and I'm fortunate to live at the base of Seven Star
where I can access all Sky Mountain, etc! Please see other comments above.

5/19/2021 10:35 AM

200

Airline Trails - Directional Would love to see an uphill or downhill alternative to Airline to
reduce crowding and the number of times I have to stop to let somebody go by. Maybe make
Airline uphill only, and add a new downhill trail from the top of the dish peak?

5/19/2021 8:57 AM

201

Address User Conflicts Trails - Directional Visually SMP is stunning, however as all trails
are currently bi-directional with many tight corridors and short sight lines I'm always on high
alert for user conflict.

5/19/2021 8:19 AM

202

Trails - Directional More one way trails

5/19/2021 8:13 AM

203

Highway 82 Connection Increase Trail Connection The connections to the broader
Snowmass and Tom Blake / Gov’t trail networks is really great. One thing that could be
improved is the addition of a trail (paved or single track) that connects Brush Creek Intercept
lot back to Buttermilk / Airline trailhead.

5/19/2021 7:55 AM

204

Trails - Directional Directional trails please.

5/19/2021 7:41 AM

205

Airline

5/19/2021 7:33 AM
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Trails - More Loops Possible one way loops

Enhance Safety

Seven Star

Trails - Directional Uphill / downhill conflicts are a
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concern. Suggest making Seven Star and Airline directional. Suggest building a new a new trail
to avoid Airline UH/DH conflicts. This is a major safety issue.
206

Address User Conflicts Airline Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use More one way
trails and effort put into separating user groups. As a runner and a biker, this would be a big
improvement. I’ve had many close calls, especially on Airline, and often avoid it now because
I think it’s a dangerous trail.

5/19/2021 7:24 AM

207

Trails - Maintenance Stop making all the trails easier and wider, you are making trail rides
like blue groomed runs and allowing riders without the proper skill set to go places they don’t
need to be.

5/19/2021 7:22 AM

208

Airline Trails - Directional Airline Trail should be downhill on odd days and uphill and even
days to avoid collisions and enhance biking experience. It's an easy fix that works in the
Wasatch and the Front Range.

5/19/2021 7:21 AM

209

Additional Trails Skyline Ridge As is typical for most trails in the roaring fork valley, you
start with a significant climb. Even if that remains the case, providing multiple opportunities to
do loops back to a main summit hub without committing to the initial climb or another
significant climb would be great to see.

5/19/2021 7:04 AM

210

Address User Conflicts Education/Etiquette Trails - Directional Yielding to other trail
users is part of the gig. I do think improved etiquette signage could help avoid some conflicts,
as well as encouraging riders to use bells. I like the improvements at both Prince Creek and
Red Hill in terms of directional and varied trail use, as that makes it more fun for riders (and
other trail users) going both ways, typically.

5/18/2021 10:21 PM

211

Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional Two way traffic a bit scary. Don’t love going up
one side and then down the other and then sometimes having to ride back to the intercept lot
on 82.

5/18/2021 9:23 PM

212

Address Overcrowding Highway 82 Connection Increase Trail Connection Parking Impro
vements Reduce Winter Closure Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use This is my
front yard. I love this property. My concern is looking out 10 years for the next area
management plan. The current trail alignment is already being overused. Directional travel and
user group separation is necessary. Also, better integration to allow MTB riders to loop Aspen
to Snowmass trails. Make Brush Creek Park and Ride a Trail hub, Add signage there. Maybe
even trail kiosk with bike repair trails. People park on our property to access Sky Mountain
which is not sustainable. Maybe add a pump track at Brush Creek Park and Ride like the Bar
M trails in Moab. Make Brush Creek Trail year round. This is not just a recreation issue but a
transit issue. Those of us who live on Brush Creek Road are forced to drive during the trail
closure period. I am in favor of wildlife, but don't feel that restricting pedestrian travel on a trail
that is 30 feet from a road that sees thousands of car trips a day is an effective wildlife
protection. Add a bike/ pedestrian connection from Brush Creek Park and Ride to the bike path
at the ABC.

5/18/2021 9:09 PM

213

General Comment Most excellent

5/18/2021 8:03 PM

214

Airline Trails - Directional Airline should be directional. It has had too many people running
into each other.

5/18/2021 7:43 PM

215

More Advanced Trails Trails - Directional More variety of trails other than smooth. Would
be great to have options for technical trails with rock, roots, etc. Some directional trails could
be beneficial and safer.

5/18/2021 7:05 PM

216

Additional Signage Education/Etiquette Increase Rangers With the increasing use due to
Covid and ebike, I think the ebike thing needs to be enforced. It has nothing to do with wether I
like Ebikes or not. They simply are not allowed and it needs to be enforced. Trail etiquette
needs to be reinforced through rangers and signage, social media

5/18/2021 6:50 PM

217

Airline Trails - Directional Love Airline- but feel like too many blind corners for it to be a two
way trail. Would love an alternative way up on that side.

5/18/2021 6:46 PM

218

Airline Seven Star Trails - Directional One way and an alternate to Airline. A separate
uphill route for Seven Star.

5/18/2021 6:16 PM

219

Additional Trails More Advanced Trails I’d love to see more trails like deadline but with
more advanced features. Overall I love the trails. Well done!

5/18/2021 5:19 PM
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220

Airline Brush Creek Connections Increase Trail Connection Reduce Winter Closure Trai
ls - Directional I suggest additional airline trail (below or above) and designate each for one
direction only. I also suggest additional FULL LENGTH single track ditch trail that extends all
the way down to Intercept lot. It would make an AMAZING loop!! I also suggest that you open
Sky Mtn. park to horse and foot traffic ONE day earlier than to the bikers (May 15). They can
run, hike, help clear the trails from branches and enjoy it fully for one day without us, bikers!

5/18/2021 5:09 PM

221

Education/Etiquette Increase Rangers More Ranger presence. Out of all of the many hours
and miles of riding I have done on the trails, I have never encountered a Ranger. I see them in
their trucks on their way somewhere all of the time. With usage increasing at an astronomical
rate more presence will go along way through opportunities to educate users on the history of
the trail system and etiquette .

5/18/2021 5:02 PM

222

Address User Conflicts Education/Etiquette Respectful shared use is the norm - I hope
that improves as the trails get more use

5/18/2021 4:59 PM

223

Airline Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional Make a climbing trail for airline or make
it rotating one direction (like trails in Betasso area Boulder), trail access to bottom of Cozyline
from Aspen

5/18/2021 4:45 PM

224

General Comment A okay with me

5/18/2021 4:30 PM

225

Airline

5/18/2021 3:28 PM

226

Brush Creek Connections Highway 82 Connection Increase Trail Connection Owl Creek
Connections I would be nice to have a connector from the bottom of Cozyline to Airline. It
would also be nice to have a trail from Ditchline to Cozy and maybe even a different way from
Highline to the top of Deadline.

5/18/2021 3:04 PM

227

More Advanced Trails Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use Please expand bike-only
and directional trails (dedicated climbing and descending routes) and bike optimized trail
features (jumps, drops, berms, etc.).

5/18/2021 2:59 PM

228

Additional Trails Address Overcrowding Expand the trail system to offer more variety.
Spread out the crowds.

5/18/2021 2:55 PM

229

Education/Etiquette Deadline should be a downhill only, mountain bike only trail. It's
dangerous for people to be hiking a trail that has features that require high speeds on a bike.

5/18/2021 2:51 PM

230

Trails - Maintenance I love the way these trails flow. I don't like that they turn to moon dust,
but that seems to be the way of things up there.

5/18/2021 2:41 PM

231

Airline Trails - Directional Please make airline directional with either addition of second trail
or scheduled days for use.

5/18/2021 2:08 PM

232

Trails - Directional more directional trails to avoid uphill and downhill traffic

5/18/2021 2:00 PM

233

All Ages & Abilities Education/Etiquette More Advanced Trails Sky mountain park is
challenging because there’s a variety of riders from beginner to pro. A lot of people don’t know
right of way rules and there are a lot of blind corners when descending. Additionally, there is
not much variety as it is all flow trails.

5/18/2021 1:53 PM

234

Address User Conflicts Trails - Directional Trails are fantastic, very nice to ride. They
should be one way. As shown in other high traffic areas such as 18 road, one way trails
minimizes user interference and maximizes user experience. You can fit a lot more users in a
given area without feeling busy that way.

5/18/2021 1:34 PM

235

Brush Creek Connections Highway 82 Connection Increase Trail Connection It's
awesome and so great to have so close to home. As said above, it would be awesome to be
able to connect cozy to ditchline without having to use bike path or some how work with
city/county to get back to Airline from Cozy instead of 82.

5/18/2021 1:24 PM

236

General Comment SMP is a great trail network, and overall has been designed and managed
to balance many interests very well.

5/18/2021 1:23 PM

237

Brush Creek Connections Increase Trail Connection It would be great to have a way to do
a loop ride that doesn't involve brush Creek road where the paved path. Right now if you start
at rodeo or intercept lot and go up to the ridge and ride to the other end of the park you don't
really have a way back to where you started without writing a paved surface. So a lower trail
that parallels highline ridge would complete the loop

5/18/2021 1:05 PM
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Trails - Directional Airline needs to be one way.
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238

Airline Highway 82 Connection Increase Trail Connection Trails - Directional Airline
needs a climbing trail next to it and/or needs to be directional, perhaps alternating by day of
week. There needs to be a trail to access the bottom of Cozyline when riding from Aspen.
Access from Rio is too difficult.

5/18/2021 12:56 PM

239

Cozyline Trails - Directional It would be nice to have an extra trail in the area of Cozy line
to decrease the interactions between uphill and downhill useres.

5/18/2021 12:53 PM

240

Seven Star Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use Potential for hiking specific trails
and changing Seven Star to Downhill Only.

5/18/2021 12:52 PM

241

Address User Conflicts Regulate E-bikes Trails - Directional Too much stopping on
downhills for uphillers. Multiple near collisions with Ebikers

5/18/2021 12:49 PM

242

Airline

Trails - Directional I’d like more trails like airline to be downhill only trails

5/18/2021 12:46 PM

243

Brush Creek Connections I would love a singletrack that connects ditchline to cozyline to
open up more loop possibilities without riding the bike path

5/18/2021 12:44 PM

244

Trails - Directional Options to improve directional mt bike travel.

5/18/2021 12:41 PM

245

Address User Conflicts Trails - Directional An increase in downhill oriented trails would
improve variety and use of the park. This would also limit the interactions between riders and
users traveling at greatly varying speeds around blind corners.

5/18/2021 12:40 PM

246

Airline Seven Star Trails - Directional I think it would be nice to make the trails directional
to avoid rider/hiker conflict. Some of the curves on airline and 7 Star are blind and it's easy to
get into an accident on the downhill.

5/18/2021 12:37 PM

247

Additional Trails Increase Trail Connection Skyline Ridge Would love a connection on
either the west or east side from south to north to allow for loops via out and back on skyline.

5/18/2021 12:36 PM

248

Trails - Directional The experience is ruined every time because nothing is directional!

5/18/2021 12:36 PM

249

Education/Etiquette Seven Star Trails - Separated Use Deadline needs to be DH mtb
only and no hikers allowed for obvious safety reasons. (Same for Seven Star).

5/18/2021 12:25 PM

250

More Advanced Trails Skyline Ridge Trails - More Loops A loop trail on the ridge would
be fun, a mini jump loop between the Deadline and Viewline trails would be SICK.

5/18/2021 10:28 AM

251

Trails - Directional As stated above, I believe it is crucial to the park experience to make all
the Sky Mountain trails one-way. Parallel one-way trails could be constructed like the ones on
Prince Creek that travel to and from the Bull Pen parking lot. One-way trails will make Sky
Mountain Park experience one thousand times better. Imagine if Spar Gulch was the only trail
on Aspen Mountain and everyday during Christmas break they held America's Uphill. No one
would have fun. RIght now, except for Deadline, all the trails have that potential. It's time. Sky
Mountain Park can be an amazing experience. Let's make a plan to have all of the trails oneway.

5/18/2021 10:27 AM

252

Brush Creek Connections I would love to see another single track trail that connects ditch
line to cozy line and avoids the bike path

5/18/2021 9:13 AM

253

Airline Brush Creek Connections Enhance Safety Highway 82 Connection More Advan
ced Trails Trails - Directional Sky Mountain Park is beautiful, well managed recreation area.
It succeeds as being an average to slightly above average trail system. In my opinion, as well
as those of many others, it is lacking a few things. Primarily safety, the way Airline trail is
built, it should be limited to one way bike traffic, speeds are high and there are many blind
corners. Offering another directional route to create a loop would greatly improve safety.
Connectivity is another issue. The system would be greatly benefitted by adding trails that run
parallel to HWY 82 from Lower Airline to Cozyline, and along the Brush Creek Valley floor, to
enable all dirt riding, as opposed to the bike path. Finally, the addition of more technical and
steep expert trails would round out what is necessary to make Sky Mountain Park a superior
MTB system!

5/18/2021 8:18 AM

254

More Hunting Tags More hunting opportunities.

5/18/2021 6:20 AM

255

Airline Trails - Directional There needs to be another climbing trail created so Airline can be
downhill only. Too many blind and bermed corners for either up or down hill riders to see other
users. As the popularity of these trails have increased so have my incidents with other riders. I

5/17/2021 10:40 PM
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do not climb Airline but love the downhill flow of this trail. A trail with high speed banked turns
and doubles should not have uphill traffic.
256

Airline Trails - Directional Airline is unsafe as a biking up , down and hiking trail. It would be
dreamy to have another trail placed on this side of sky mountain to allow for one trail that is
uphill and hikers and one trail that is for downhill biking only . Would increase access to park
by bikers from aspen/up valley as well

5/17/2021 9:29 PM

257

All Ages & Abilities Parking Improvements Regulate E-bikes I think adequate (free)
parking is really important to be inclusive of riders. Please continue that. I am all in favor of
inclusivity (all demographics of mt bikers) but no e-bikes.

5/17/2021 9:21 PM

258

General Comment See Above

5/17/2021 8:26 PM

259

Enhance Safety Trails - Directional All new trails should be directional.As bike technology
improves the average rider goes faster. Climbing on fast descending trails is a recipe for
disaster.

5/17/2021 7:25 PM

260

Address Overcrowding Airline Trails - Directional Great network of trails and well
designed. It would be great to see a new trail down to the Aspen side. Airline is getting
crowded and sometimes dangerous.

5/17/2021 6:44 PM

261

Airline Trails - Directional Designate airline as a directional trail. Perhaps down only. Love it
but it can get congested quickly.

5/17/2021 6:12 PM

262

Additional Signage Easy in the signage, it’s starting to look like billboards on the highway out
there. People can figure it out for themselves,

5/17/2021 5:33 PM

263

Additional Trails
nice

More Advanced Trails More trails, some tech and more difficulty would be

5/17/2021 5:11 PM

264

Permit E-Bikes Trails - Directional Directional trails would ease trail conflicts. Ebike access
would allow more people to use the trails without driving to trailheads.

5/17/2021 2:45 PM

265

Airline

5/17/2021 1:47 PM

266

Additional Trails Brush Creek Connections Owl Creek Connections I always think that
there are just a few connections and trails remaining to build for the completion of Sky
Mountain Park. For instance: Ditchline to Cozyline connection (VERY IMPORTANT); Tom
Blake Trailhead to Airline, or at least to Skyline Ridge, around the east side to eliminate Owl
Creek bikepath riding on mtb's; connect Seven Star to Cozy Point (fantasy)

5/17/2021 12:42 PM

267

Additional Signage Education/Etiquette I understand it had to be designated multi-use to
get approvals, but please revisit this and make Deadline a downhill only bike trail. Someone is
going to get badly hurt or worse.

5/17/2021 12:27 PM

268

Airline Trails - Directional Airline is the biggest source of uphill / downhill potential conflict.
Is and alternate uphill a possibility, making Airline downhill only?

5/17/2021 11:51 AM

269

General Comment I have loved this park since it opened. It is the perfect combination and
level of riding that I love. It is also easy to get to and parking is good with no worries.

5/17/2021 11:16 AM

270

Additional Amenities Somewhere sit eat and chill at the top would be nice!

5/17/2021 11:11 AM

271

Mountain Bike Destination All in all SMP is extremely valuable and shows the desire for
entry level mountain bike trails! It’s a great place to ride from Aspen or Snowmass and it’s no
surprise that it’s popular.

5/17/2021 10:39 AM

272

Brush Creek Connections Would love if cozy point could connect by single track to view
line/town park without getting on the paved trail

5/17/2021 10:30 AM

273

Additional Signage Address User Conflicts Education/Etiquette User conflict is a huge
issue. Deadline is terrifying. If you can't make a trail 1 way downhill only then don't make it a
jump/flow trail that encourages speed.

5/17/2021 10:11 AM

274

Airline Highway 82 Connection Trails - Directional Increasing need for an additional
linking trail to avoid congestion and improve safety on airline trail. Similar to view line/deadline
on the snowmass side. A trail coming somewhere off the top down to the airline trailhead. Also
need for a trail linking base of cozyline back to airline trailhead to give option to link back to

5/17/2021 10:00 AM
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Trails - Directional see Airline comment
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buttermilk parking lot without going on the highway or having to ride all the way down to rio
grande.
275

Additional Trails Brush Creek Connections I love the current trail system and feel thankful
that such amazing trail are in our back yard. The following are a few ides. Regarding
connectivity, a lower singletrack trail connecting ditch line to cozy line towards the valley floor
would be a great addition. This could also serve to catch trails dropping off the skyline ridge.
Not sure if it is possible but extending trail access along the ridge where seven star starts and
dropping a single track further down the valley in the next valley over would be unreal.

5/17/2021 9:27 AM

276

Address Overcrowding Trails - Maintenance inform riders when peak times are so we can
spread out the use trail maintenance - remove lose larger rocks tell us to inform when we see
issues of trail maintenance, noxious weeds, trail abusers

5/17/2021 9:20 AM

277

Airline Trails - Directional As stated above, if there is a safe and environmentally friendly
way to put a downhill specific trail on the Airline Trail side of SMP, it would keep everyone
much safer as traffic continues to grow. A couple of summers ago, a young male rider came
around a blind corner very fast and when he saw me he locked up his brakes and proceeded to
crash in front of me; I would imagine situations like this happen and will continue to as the
popularity of SMP grows.

5/17/2021 8:49 AM

278

Balance Wildlife Signage is great and the closures and limited trail impact is respectful to the
natural environment.

5/17/2021 8:43 AM

279

Address User Conflicts Over use by mountain bikes creates fine dust and erosion control
problems and cultural clashes.

5/17/2021 8:42 AM

280

Enhance Safety Increase Rangers Regulate E-bikes As a cycling instructor and
recreationalist, the most serious issue relating to safety is the steadily increasing usage by ebikes, who fly by with little to no etiquette and questionable skills. More enforcement is
needed, perhaps using camera/drone technology to discourage this growth and hold law
breakers accountable for a use that isn't aligned with other trail users or wildlife.

5/17/2021 8:00 AM

281

Regulate E-bikes I strongly believe that e-bikes should remain prohibited on any single track
trails. E-bikes moving unnaturally fast uphill on single track trails is a serious safety hazard
and would seriously diminish the experience.

5/17/2021 7:43 AM

282

Airline Cozyline Regulate E-bikes Seven Star Trails - Directional Please consider
adding a separate single track parellel to existing trails where possible. There needs to be
separation on some of the downhill sections - Airline especially. Cozyline and 7 Star could use
separate trails for up and down users. DO NOT ALLOW EBIKES on any of the Sky Mt Park
trails!

5/17/2021 7:43 AM

283

Permit E-Bikes I feel that with the amount of ebikes I the valley, it’s time to allow usage.

5/17/2021 12:56 AM

284

Education/Etiquette Deadline should be a downhill mountain bike trail only. You're marching
people to their deaths on foot. I run and hike a lot, too, so I appreciate the effort to provide
multi-use experiences, but that trail was built for bikes by bikers, and it's built to go fast. No
one in their right mind, that knows the predominant use of that trail, would allow foot traffic on
it. Please make the hard call and save a life.

5/16/2021 11:02 PM

285

Trails - Maintenance trail maintenance would help

5/16/2021 10:28 PM

286

Trails - Separated Use Perhaps separate routes for hikers—- mtn bikes and hikers are not
compatible.

5/16/2021 8:40 PM

287

Permit E-Bikes E bikes not allowed. So unable to use the trials

5/16/2021 8:37 PM

288

Airline Rim Trail Seven Star Trails - Directional Rim/seven star/airline should be one direction (alternate direction by day or week to please different user groups) The goal is to
avoid a bad collision.

5/16/2021 8:14 PM

289

Additional Trails Additional routes would be welcomed.

5/16/2021 8:08 PM

290

General Comment Have ridden these trails last in 1994. Today was nice. I hope my
experience continues.

5/16/2021 8:03 PM

291

Seven Star Trails - Directional Make 7 Star downhill only, it is easily accessible and has
many high speed blind corners.

5/16/2021 7:42 PM
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292

Airline Cozyline Limit Events Trails - Directional Limited racing events Added trails on
Airline snd Cozy line to reduce climbing vs DH conflicts. Two many users not-to separate

5/16/2021 6:47 PM

293

Address User Conflicts
oncoming traffic

5/16/2021 6:29 PM

294

Airline Trails - Directional Please add an uphill version of Airline so Airline can be
designated downhill only.

5/16/2021 6:27 PM

295

Maintain Views I love the trails for different levels and the rewarding views.

5/16/2021 6:17 PM

296

Trails - Directional More single direction trails would help in the area of conflict

5/16/2021 6:12 PM

297

Seven Star

5/16/2021 5:46 PM

298

General Comment See above comments.

5/16/2021 5:32 PM

299

Trails - Directional With mountain biking getting real popular i see i need for one way trails

5/16/2021 4:35 PM

300

Additional Trails Brush Creek Connections Owl Creek Connections A single track bike
trail needs to be added along and above the brush creek trail to get back to the intercept lot
The same would be great along owl creek road back to Buttermilk. More biking trails in general
would be great. Thanks

5/16/2021 4:27 PM

301

Trails - Directional Trails - Separated Use Another downhill instead of deadline More trails I
wish tom Blake had a separate trail for hiking and biking

5/16/2021 4:22 PM

302

Address Overcrowding Address User Conflicts Regulate E-bikes I would have previously
given this 5 stars but after last summer the number of e bikes and inconsiderate trail users
was way up. I also feel the experience is less enjoyable now that the trails are very busy.

5/16/2021 4:18 PM

303

Airline Owl Creek Connections Trails - Directional Thank you for all you do. I think that
more directional trails and especially a directional trail for airline and if we could have a trail
along owl creek road that would be great.

5/16/2021 3:54 PM

304

Permit Dogs Can’t bring my dog so I have do an entirely different activity later in the day.

5/16/2021 3:23 PM

305

Airline Seven Star Trails - Directional I love all of the great trails that have been built in
the past few years. I would really like to see more one directional trails in the future for trail use
safety. It's also pandemic friendly! Seven Star would be a great downhill only trail (and could
easily be blocked/signed to prevent accidental uphillers). I also think that it would be beneficial
to have an additional trail near Airline so that there could be climbing and DH only trails there
since that is a very high use for mtb.

5/16/2021 3:23 PM

306

Regulate E-bikes Enforcement and education to e bikes needed.

5/16/2021 3:19 PM

307

Address User Conflicts

Enhance Safety Too many mountain bikers not looking for hikers

5/16/2021 3:12 PM

308

General Comment I find during the week that it is very quiet. Trails can be hot. So they are
not best mid summer on a bluebird day.

5/16/2021 2:51 PM

309

Trails - Directional I like having a downhill only trail to cut down on risk for collision. Signage
is great.

5/16/2021 2:37 PM

310

Seven Star

5/16/2021 2:32 PM

311

Trails - Maintenance Some trails have to many bumps, and jumps.

5/16/2021 2:25 PM

312

Trails - Directional More directional flow trails like Deadline

5/16/2021 2:10 PM

313

Address Overcrowding Trails - Directional Great trail area but can get crowded. Maybe
consider specifying some trails as climb or descend only

5/16/2021 1:50 PM

314

Regulate E-bikes Skyline Ridge
directional ; enforce the E BIKES!

5/16/2021 10:38 AM

315

Airline Cozyline Trails - Directional The airline trial gets very busy. Almost dangerous and
not fun knowing you will encounter another rider. A new trail to make airline directional would be
amazing!! Adding another directional to cozyline would be perfect as well.

5/15/2021 8:40 PM

316

General Comment

5/15/2021 3:46 PM
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Enhance Safety Folks on mountain bikes bombing down hill into

Trails - Directional Make 7 star a downhill only trail

Trails - Directional I would designate Seven Star as downhill only.

Trails - Directional Please consider skyline as a

Trails - Maintenance Trail system extremely well done and maintained.
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317

Highway 82 Connection AABC to Brush Creek Intercept lot trail

5/15/2021 12:43 PM

318

Additional Trails More trails

5/15/2021 12:00 PM

319

Enhance Safety Increase Rangers I continue to Hope that the section of high line that
descends from the end of deadline is rerouted to switchback paralleling the cemetery road and
avoiding the intersection with lowline! It's a very dangerous intersection! I also think there
should be rangers hired to make a presence on the trails!

5/15/2021 8:33 AM

320

Airline

5/15/2021 7:51 AM

321

Airline Regulate E-bikes Trails - Directional Please get funding for more patrolling. E
bikes are going to be a bigger and bigger problem. also Airline should be one way. way too
many accidents on that trail from collisions.

5/15/2021 7:51 AM

322

Trails - Separated Use A trail for non mtb users

5/15/2021 7:39 AM

323

Trails - Maintenance Trail building has been awesome.

5/15/2021 7:09 AM

324

Brush Creek Connections A single track dirt trail that follows the brush creek bike path down
to Cozyline. Similar to how the price creek trail follows alongside the road.

5/15/2021 6:53 AM

325

Balance Wildlife Maintain the wild nature of the park, don't need new trails!

5/14/2021 3:02 PM

Trails - Directional Airline one way!
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Q8 Since 2012, OST has permitted a limited number of non-commercial
events on a case-by-case basis in Sky Mountain Park. The events that
have taken place have included annual Aspen Cycling Club weeknight
races, Aspen Ski Company's Snowmass 50, and a handful of other trail
based events over the years. Trails have remained open to the public
during these events.My preference for future events occurring in the Park
would be:
Answered: 592

Skipped: 73

Maintain
limited numb...
Allow for
expanded use...
Allow for
expanded use...

No preference

Other

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Maintain limited number of events

59.12%

350

Allow for expanded use of Park for events BUT keep the trails open

16.89%

100

Allow for expanded use of Park for events that MAY close the trails temporarily

13.85%

82

No preference

7.94%

47

Other

2.20%

13

TOTAL

592

#

PLEASE ADD ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS REGARDING EVENTS IN SKY MOUNTAIN
PARK.

DATE

1

Thank you for letting the locals and visitors race.

6/16/2021 3:08 PM

2

Race style events should be allowed that close trails temporarily. Race organizers should pay
fees or make donations that ameliorate any impact to the trails and allow for additional trail
system maintenance and improvements.

6/16/2021 2:51 PM

3

It's good that the trails remain open during events BUT it is imperative that the events be
MUCH BETTER PUBLICIZED including expected timeframe and trails to be impacted.
Snowmass seems like a different world where only those involved know what is happening

6/15/2021 10:43 PM

58

| Appendix

48 / 72

SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
where. Case in point was last weeks RAGNAR event. The organizers had no idea which trails
would be impacted, and it was hard to find accurate info on the website which I eventually
found. It was not a lot of fun riding up North Rim through the race to access 7 Star, even after I
adjusted my route to access that trail as high up as I could.
4

If holding an event do NOT let them route the race up SEVEN STAR

6/15/2021 1:27 PM

5

Large events on public tails should be very limited.

6/15/2021 7:25 AM

6

We are fortunate to have these trails! Thank you!

6/14/2021 10:13 PM

7

Share it all with everyone all the time.

6/12/2021 5:57 PM

8

If you wan to open use up the. These events should be charged an mainaintenance/entry fees
which can be applied to the maintenenace fund.

6/11/2021 8:42 PM

9

It's a busy park already, but events and commercial use are important- in this valley there are
not a lot of venues which provide permitting for group use which is accessible as working with
the Sopris Forest Service is impossible. Please keep doing this.

6/11/2021 11:59 AM

10

limit events

6/11/2021 11:20 AM

11

A few events are fine as long as they don't close access to the trails. This is a public asset
that we all pay for with our taxes.

6/11/2021 10:30 AM

12

Keep to minimum-

6/11/2021 10:20 AM

13

it's a bummer getting on any trail on a Wednesday night and have race series going on. How
can the word on these events get out better? Maybe a direct text that you can sign up for? I'd
ride somewhere else to avoid.

6/9/2021 4:57 PM

14

I am strongly against increasing the number of commercial events taking place in Sky
Mountain Park. I find Ragnar as a great example- the trails are open but with so many event
uses they are not truly accessible during events to local users. If organizations wish to hold a
race in Sky Mountain, there should be a mandatory minimum number of trail service hours
before a permit is issued.

6/8/2021 8:34 PM

15

I'm generally in favor of expanding use while being opposed to closing the trails if it can be
avoided. For events such as the Elk hunt I understand why the trails need to be closed.

6/7/2021 2:03 PM

16

There should be no non commercial events!

6/7/2021 9:49 AM

17

If you want to close trails, you should include spectator viewing. Another challenging situation.

6/6/2021 9:42 PM

18

No events

6/5/2021 4:59 PM

19

I would like to see fewer events in the Park

6/3/2021 10:02 PM

20

These trails are already too popular and serve as trails for quickies, lunch rides, before or after
work, and even commuting. There is really no room for these special events.

6/3/2021 11:31 AM

21

Ok with it

6/2/2021 11:26 PM

22

Please have organizers donate back to the usage groups.

6/2/2021 6:33 PM

23

The 50 and ACC races seem to be enough

6/2/2021 3:54 PM

24

No events. we have enought of those in our valley.

6/2/2021 1:02 PM

25

These should be VERY limited in numbers. One, maybe 2 a season AT MOST.

6/1/2021 4:23 PM

26

These are tough problems. Thank you for your substantial efforts on the broad challenges we
have within the whole OST system!

6/1/2021 10:31 AM

27

Let's not love this great asset to death.

6/1/2021 6:27 AM

28

Please keep these events to a minimum. They are very disruptive to the wildlife communities
that inhabit this area.

5/31/2021 8:15 PM

29

limit the number of events you already have. Your survey question is biased because you have
2 bulleted points out of 4 that allow you to choose "allow for expanded use'

5/31/2021 5:15 PM

30

Why is there no option for reducing events at sky mountain?

5/31/2021 4:56 PM
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31

I would be in favor of major events which drew serious competition versus more community
events.

5/31/2021 11:00 AM

32

It’s a real drag to show up to ride and not realize Aspen cycling is sending 50 people down the
trail one at a time.

5/30/2021 5:55 PM

33

I strongly discourage them from happening and when they do seriously educate the racers that
it’s a multi use trail and it’s not closed to non racers. And by all means DO NOT close it to
other users.

5/29/2021 1:59 PM

34

less is better

5/29/2021 9:21 AM

35

I am 100% comfortable with the limited use of Sky Mountain for events.

5/29/2021 7:45 AM

36

NO EVENTS

5/26/2021 5:31 PM

37

a race, VCI World Cup

5/26/2021 3:28 PM

38

Limited closures for events like ACC events would be safer for racers and general public.

5/26/2021 3:15 PM

39

Use fees from these events for park upgrades or maintenance.

5/26/2021 10:50 AM

40

No events. Horrible effect on wildlife.

5/26/2021 10:06 AM

41

There should not be events in this are

5/26/2021 9:49 AM

42

Events should be required to fund something towards trail maintenance. Example - the running
events seem to really make the trails dusty.

5/25/2021 5:05 PM

43

We shouldn't be adding more uses to an already crowded system. I question why we need
more events when town and our trails are already over run

5/25/2021 7:57 AM

44

advertising events and signage

5/24/2021 9:42 PM

45

Airline should remain as an option in both directions. A deadline like DH specific trail would
eliminate conflicts. Look at Viewline as an example.

5/24/2021 1:30 PM

46

Sky Mountain Park is now considered a sacrifice area. It is a mountain bike amusement park.
You might as well turn it into a carnival concession with plenty of special events. The wildlife is
no longer present.

5/23/2021 3:24 PM

47

Closure for private events is unacceptable

5/23/2021 9:43 AM

48

Are you kidding me? Weeknight races? This clogs the trails up and introduces safety issues
for people that don’t race. You will get pinheads who think they are John Tomac and do
everything they can do to win and put my safety at risk. No races please.

5/23/2021 9:34 AM

49

trails should be open to public despite events

5/23/2021 8:46 AM

50

No public events ... it is busy enough

5/23/2021 8:43 AM

51

more trails around, not just over the top.

5/22/2021 10:03 AM

52

More events could lead to frustration of everyday community users if trails are constantly
closed or too crowded due to extra users

5/21/2021 5:38 PM

53

RAGNAR runners can often destroy the trails as well as other users that "braid" the trails and
don't go right through the mid puddles.

5/20/2021 8:33 PM

54

I think events are a great way to get people interested in the area, I would request that all
events have strict guidelines on environmental and ecosystem impact. If a trail area is holding
an event it should uphold the values and ethics of keeping that ecosystem healthy.

5/20/2021 4:45 PM

55

I'm fine with closures up to a point.

5/20/2021 4:38 PM

56

There should be no closure of trails for commercial purposes ever.

5/20/2021 2:13 PM

57

There are too many commercial race events that impact the trail quality.

5/20/2021 1:38 PM

58

Airline should be a DH only trail. Make a new user friendly UP and allow E bikes on all trails..

5/20/2021 9:18 AM

59

Clear communication regarding trail status for events will be important if trails will be closed.

5/19/2021 5:44 PM

60
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60

Perhaps I just tend to miss it but I feel the public notification of events and their implications
for other users during those times could be improved. I've too many times just happened upon
ongoing events and probably would have avoided SMP in favor of other options on those days.

5/19/2021 5:16 PM

61

Its a great asset for people to enjoy and push themselves on, however its a very popular area
and holding many events and closing trails might create a negative effect on the local
community. Also, trail maintenance can also be an issue if there are too many users in a
condensed time period.

5/19/2021 8:19 AM

62

Fewer events to no events

5/19/2021 7:56 AM

63

During races, trails should be closed to the public. Mainly a safety issue as there are often
novice riders, families, etc. using the trails that may not be familiar with trails or safety /
etiquette.

5/19/2021 7:55 AM

64

Events destroy the trails and environment and bring excessive people and notoriety

5/19/2021 7:22 AM

65

conspicuous posting of events calendar at trail heads well ahead of events.

5/19/2021 7:04 AM

66

Do special event users pay a fee to use Sky Mountain trails?

5/18/2021 10:21 PM

67

Events are great. Let's show off our Gold Medal trails, but lets make sure that the locals know
about the events and can plan accordingly. Lets not become Telluride that has 52 weekend
festivals per year.

5/18/2021 9:09 PM

68

Limit the number of fence significantly

5/18/2021 8:03 PM

69

I think races are important and should be allowed. They bring people here.

5/18/2021 6:50 PM

70

Post event dates for a week prior to the event.

5/18/2021 6:16 PM

71

I think as long as you communicate effectively you can do what makes sense. Close trails if
needed for wvents or keep them open and allow spectating that way. As long as you let us
know, it’s easy to abide by the rules. Start a community Insta page or effective email
communication like SkiCo did for uphilling policies. Easy to effectively let users know when
something is closed.

5/18/2021 5:09 PM

72

The Trail System is a community resource and should be used in ways that foster community
such as the events that have historically taken place there.

5/18/2021 5:02 PM

73

I've used trails during events - usually good balance and signage about event

5/18/2021 4:59 PM

74

A true conundrum: people need to be able to ride these trails for races, but it’s impossible to
ride during an event. I’ve tried and the participants just get pissed off.

5/18/2021 3:28 PM

75

Please expand bike-only and directional trails (dedicated climbing and descending routes) and
bike optimized trail features (jumps, drops, berms, etc.).

5/18/2021 2:59 PM

76

Communication around timing of those events (like signs at the trails) would be good. Also
ensuring that if there's an entry fee, some part of it goes to the maintenance and upkeep of the
trails.

5/18/2021 2:41 PM

77

The Snowmass 50 would be improved if it could use more of Sky Mountain Park than just
Seven Star and Viewline/Deadline. The addition of Skyline and Airline to allow for a connection
to Buttermilk would make a truely unique race with the connection to Government trail.

5/18/2021 2:08 PM

78

Maintain or slight increase, temp closures are fine... who wants to be walking down viewline
while mtbers are racing up it!?

5/18/2021 1:18 PM

79

Too much event traffic

5/18/2021 12:49 PM

80

Premier trails, can afford to add a reasonable amount of additional event days.

5/18/2021 12:41 PM

81

I don’t love the idea of additional events as I’m skeptical in related support infrastructure for
said events. That being said I would be encouraged to see some kind of youth race events like
a NICA league event or similar if event capacity is expanded.

5/18/2021 12:27 PM

82

Airline should be directional to eliminate possible carnage!!

5/18/2021 9:32 AM

83

As long as we are notified in advance :)

5/17/2021 9:29 PM

84

My wife said "Please temporarily close it when there is an event. I don't want to get stuck up

5/17/2021 8:26 PM

51 / 72

Sky Mountain Park Management Plan | 61

SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update
there when an event is happening."
85

What a gem SMP is!! Let’s keep it that way. It has been a delightful addition to our local
mountain biking and hope it continues to remain as such.

5/17/2021 6:12 PM

86

Events are important, closing trails for those events is necessary to allow a safe space to
“redline” and not worry about other (slower) users.

5/17/2021 10:39 AM

87

I'd prefer no events but if you must have them then keep trails open.

5/17/2021 10:11 AM

88

A few years ago the ragnar race was help on muddy trails and trashed thing for a few weeks.
Please postpone events if trails are muddy.

5/17/2021 9:42 AM

89

Directional trails in general seem to reduce congestion when possible.

5/17/2021 9:27 AM

90

There are 2 sections of the Skyline trail are too steep and should be recontoured.

5/17/2021 7:43 AM

91

Hate it when there is an event

5/16/2021 7:48 PM

92

Fewer is better too many users to contend with

5/16/2021 6:47 PM

93

Lance Armstrong’s foundation ALWAYS leaves way-finding flagging up after the event. There
is usually at least 1 conflict during those events. They should take their show elsewhere

5/16/2021 6:12 PM

94

There are too many Mtn bikers & mtn bike events that scare hikers like me. I would like fewer
bikers and safer trails for foot traffic.

5/16/2021 5:32 PM

95

I think having the trails closed for a few events per year is fine but anything more than that
would make it seem inaccessible for the average rider.

5/16/2021 2:32 PM

96

Great community asset

5/15/2021 12:00 PM

97

Any time there's a special event, the trails are negatively impacted! Trash, gel packs,
directional signs, etc are left on the trails as well as trail impact.

5/15/2021 8:33 AM

98

Races ruin the trails, Keep them limited to none

5/15/2021 7:09 AM
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Q9 Where do you live?
Answered: 585

Skipped: 80

Aspen
Snowmass
Village
Basalt / El
Jebel / Will...
Unincorporated
Pitkin County
Carbondale
Glenwood
Springs
I am a visitor
I own a second
home in Pitk...
Other (please
specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Aspen

34.53%

202

Snowmass Village

21.03%

123

Basalt / El Jebel / Willits

15.38%

90

Unincorporated Pitkin County

4.79%

28

Carbondale

13.68%

80

Glenwood Springs

6.32%

37

I am a visitor

0.51%

3

I own a second home in Pitkin County

0.85%

5

Other (please specify)

2.91%

17

TOTAL

585

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Old Snowmass

6/10/2021 7:37 AM

2

Woody Creek

6/2/2021 3:55 PM
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3

I live in the Roaring Fork watershed and what difference does this make? will you bias this
survey depending on where in the watershed someone resides?

5/31/2021 5:17 PM

4

Woody Creek

5/30/2021 3:56 PM

5

Old Snowmass

5/30/2021 1:48 PM

6

Highlands

5/24/2021 9:43 PM

7

I was born in Aspen, and live in Michigan

5/19/2021 3:58 PM

8

Old Snowmass

5/19/2021 7:03 AM

9

old snowmass

5/18/2021 7:05 PM

10

Brush Creek Village, Almost Snowmass Village hut with Aspen address

5/18/2021 5:10 PM

11

New Castle

5/18/2021 4:30 PM

12

Woody Creek

5/18/2021 2:56 PM

13

Pitkin county, Aspen. Not in city limits

5/18/2021 9:15 AM

14

Missouri Heights

5/17/2021 11:28 AM

15

Woody Creek

5/16/2021 3:24 PM

16

Old Snowmass

5/16/2021 2:38 PM

17

Woody Creek

5/16/2021 2:32 PM
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Q10 What is your age?
Answered: 582

Skipped: 83
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19 and under

0.52%

3

20-30

7.39%

43

31-40

29.55%

172

41-50

26.29%

153

51-60

21.99%

128

61+

14.26%

83

TOTAL

582
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Q11 What is your e-mail? (A valid email is required for your response to be
considered, OST will not associate your responses with your email to
protect your privacy)
Answered: 585

Skipped: 80

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

tynewt@gmail.comSKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – 2021 Update

6/16/2021 9:25 PM

2

maura.trumble@live.com

6/16/2021 7:57 PM

cloverdog4@comcast.net

6/16/2021 6:01 PM

3
4
5

Q12michaelakenny17@gmail.com
Would you like to receive the monthly Open Space and
Trails e6/16/2021 4:57 PM
newsletter?
cbhaner@yahoo.com
6/16/2021 4:20 PM
Answered: 582

Skipped: 83

6

andrew@smithworks.ltd

6/16/2021 4:13 PM

7

gupper64@gmail.com

6/16/2021 4:13 PM

8

scondon@aspentimes.com

6/16/2021 4:10 PM

9

No
rick.wiener@maxxproperties.com

6/16/2021 3:13 PM

10

jwgunion@gmail.com

6/16/2021 3:08 PM

11

javaruke@gmail.com

6/16/2021 3:06 PM

12

clarkrieves@gmail.com

6/16/2021 3:03 PM

Yes

13

robmorey@hotmail.com

6/16/2021 2:51 PM

14

mike.pritchard@rfmba.org

6/16/2021 2:51 PM

15

zhigbie@gmail.com
0%

16

aclayden@gmail.com

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

6/16/2021 2:42 PM
90% 100%
6/16/2021 2:39 PM

17
spencerhkpurvis@gmail.com
ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

6/16/2021 2:21 PM

18
No

matthew.laufer@gmail.com

36.25%

6/16/2021 2:19 PM 211

19
Yes
20
TOTAL
21

seanswim7@gmail.com

63.75%

6/16/2021 1:57 PM 371

ajhartman81@gmail.com

6/16/2021 1:53 PM

mtnbikertaz@gmail.com

6/16/2021 1:49 PM

22

kvnjcorreia@gmail.com

6/16/2021 1:41 PM

23

knapp.andrew@gmail.com

6/16/2021 1:40 PM

24

Hammy.h.wallace@gmail.com

6/16/2021 1:00 PM

25

akciphone@gmail.com

6/15/2021 11:12 PM

26

tracymurtagh@comcast.net

6/15/2021 10:43 PM

27

mattsovich7@aol.com

6/15/2021 5:42 PM

28

olyski@comcast.net

6/15/2021 2:35 PM

29

skelly51@comcast.net

6/15/2021 2:01 PM

30

curranhopper@gmail.com

6/15/2021 1:27 PM
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APPENDIX D.

PARTNER COMMENTS

To: Pitkin County Open Space and Trails
CC: Brandon Hawksley, Parks, Trails and Open Space Manager
From: Andy Worline, Parks, Recreation & Trails Director
Date: October 26, 2021
Subject: Sky Mountain Park 2021 Management Plan Update
_____________________________________________________________________________________
OST Staff:
Sky Mountain Park and the outdoor recreation opportunities it provides are a vital component to the
quality of life for current and future residents of this valley. Our shared management responsibilities will
ensure that this valuable natural resource is carefully protected and maintained.
The Town of Snowmass Village Parks, Recreation and Trails Department is proud to support the Sky
Mountain 2021 Management Plan Update. TOSV has worked closely with OST throughout this plan
update and will continue to support the cooperative management of Sky Mountain Park. With help from
these partners at OST and the City of Aspen, the Town of Snowmass Village will continue the
stewardship through wildlife management, habitat improvement, and trail development.
The TOSV would also like to recognize the work put into this update by the staff of OST. Without these
talented individuals and their expertise, the cooperation and working relationship would not be as
beneficial as it has been. Thank you for all your help and work on this management plan update.

Respectfully,
Andy Worline
Parks, Recreation & Trails Director
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Director’s Office
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216
P 303.297.1192

October 25, 2021
Liza Mitchell
Natural Resource Planner and Ecologist
Pitikin County Open Space and Trails
530 East Main Street
Aspen, Co. 81611
RE: Sky Mountain Park Management Plan
Dear Liza,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) has reviewed the proposed Sky Mountain
Park Management Plan. CPW feels this management plan does justice in
ensuring wildlife habitat is disturbed at a minimal level as well offering
oportunities to better existing habitat.
CPW agrees with the Natural Resource Management Actions as methods to
restore, improve and maintain existing habitat as well as providing
opportunities for wildlife management through harvest opportunities.
CPW has minimal issues with the Recreation Management Actions and their
potential affects on wildlife and their habitat. CPW does have concerns with
specifically Action items R.1 and R.8.
Action R.1 has the potential to set a precedence that each user group
needs their own trail system. While understanding the potential safety
concerns associated with the current trail, CPW often encounters this
issue and therefore has concerns that it will open the door for other
trails to be extablished not only on Open Space properties but also
across BLM and NFS lands.
Action R.8 although it seems to be less feasible at this time has the
potential to fragment critical wildlife habitat if developed.
CPW supports and encourages the Education and Outreach Management
Actions, Agricultural Management Actions, Monitoring and Stewardship Actions
as well as the Maintenance Actions proposed.

Dan Prenzlow, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife • Parks and Wildlife Commission: Marvin McDaniel, Chair • Carrie Besnette Hauser, Vice-Chair
Marie Haskett, Secretary • Taishya Adams • Betsy Blecha • Charles Garcia • Dallas May • Duke Phillips, IV • Luke B. Schafer • James Jay Tutchton • Eden Vardy
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Sept. 28, 2021
Pitkin County Open Space and Trails, Board of Trustees
c/o Liza Mitchell, Natural Resource Planner and Ecologist
Re: Sky Mountain Management Plan
To the Trustees,
The Aspen Global Change Institute (AGCI) is proud to be an ongoing partner of Pitkin County Open
Space and Trails (OST), and we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the 2021Sky
Mountain Management Plan.
AGCI manages a research program in the Roaring Fork Watershed that collects ongoing data on soil
moisture and weather conditions. The longest operating station in this network is located in Sky
Mountain Park and was established in 2012 below Skyline Ridge with support from OST and other
partners, including ACES and City of Aspen. In 2014, an additional station was added within Sky
Mountain Park, the “Brush Creek” station, to help monitor conditions relative to restoration
activities.
The existing partnership between AGCI and OST allows for consequential long-term research to be
carried out on these properties: research that offers insight into relationships between weather, soil,
water supplies, and plant survival. Long-term monitoring and research are essential to understanding
our natural resources, and AGCI strongly supports the Management Plan’s clear commitment to
science-informed management approaches.
For the coming decade, AGCI requests continued permission to access Sky Mountain Park properties
and to access relevant studies and reports about the property. We also seek to be considered for
collaboration on future research opportunities at Sky Mountain Park. With climate change creating a
future for which prior condition are no longer a reliable analog, long-term research such as that
carried out at Sky Mountain Park will be of increasing value in understanding the natural systems
where we live and play. Thank you for allowing us to be collaborators in this important work.

Sincerely,

Elise Osenga
Community Science Manager, AGCI
eliseo@agci.org
970-925-7376
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October 15, 2021
Pitkin County Open Space and Trails
530 East Main St, 3rd Floor
Aspen, CO 81611
Attn: Carly Klein, Senior Planner
Dear Carly,
  

 
President

Vice President
  
SecretaryȀTreasurer




 
Executive Director
 



 


 
Executive Director

Business Manager

Education Director
 
Finance Director
 
Watershed Educator

Director of Science
& Policy

Director of Community
Outreach


Water Quality Program
Manager


Development Director



Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Sky Mountain Park 2021
Management Plan. Roaring Fork Conservancy (RFC) appreciates the emphasis
Open Space and Trails (OST) places on managing this area for long-term
resilience of the natural ecosystems while balancing appropriate human
recreational and agricultural uses. As the watershed organization for the Roaring
Fork Valley, RFC would like to submit the following comments regarding
management plan actions:
• NR.1-4 RFC supports maintaining and improving the integrity of Brush
Creek and associated riparian areas through restoration efforts and
minimizing human impacts on aquatic and riparian resources. The reach
of Brush Creek along Sky Mountain Park supports riparian habitat and
beaver populations not found along other reaches of Brush Creek,
emphasizing the importance of preserving these valuable and dwindling
habitats.
• EO.2,4,5 RFC maintains substantial education and outreach programs
throughout the Roaring Fork Watershed and appreciates inclusion as a
partner for education opportunities including public programs,
outreach/educational materials, interpretive signage, and related
resources.
• MS.2 RFC recommends that OST continue to identify water quality
resources and needs along Brush Creek and implement associated water
quality data gathering/monitoring. As a water quality data provider and
author of multiple Brush Creek Studies, RFC can provide resources and
serve as a stakeholder regarding Brush Creek stream health.
• MS.6 RFC supports continued monitoring of natural resources such as
wildlife, vegetation, riparian and wetland areas and encourages the
inclusion of aquatic species in this action item.
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment and participate in preserving
this unique area. Please feel free to contact us to discuss any of our comments or
explore ways RFC and OST could further partner to benefit this valuable
resource.
Sincerely,
Chad Rudow
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Our mission is to create and sustain the best possible mountain
bike trail system and experience in the Roaring Fork Valley.

Executive Director

October 8, 2021

Mike Pritchard

Pitkin County Open Space & Trails
Gary Tennenbaum, PCOS&T Director
Jessie Young, PCOS&T Planning and Outreach Manager
(Submitted via email: gary.tennenbaum@pitkincounty.com,
jessie.young@pitkincounty.com)

Board of Directors
Jim Neu
Chairman

Re: Sky Mountain Park - Comments on Draft Management Plan Update

Todd Fugate
Vice-Chair

Art Burrows

Gary, Jessie,

Secretary

Rich Grange
Treasurer

Sheryl Bower
Rachel Brenneman
Darren Broome

Please accept this letter on behalf of the Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association
(RFMBA), a Chapter of the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA). RFMBA
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on this draft Management Plan Update
for Sky Mountain Park. RFMBA’s mission is to create and sustain the best possible

Adam Cornely

mountain bike trails and experiences in the Roaring Fork Valley and beyond. Our efforts

Charlie Eckart

include partnerships with each of the public land managers in this region of Colorado. Our

Julie Hardman

work ranges from planning, gaining approval, and implementing new trails, to maintaining

Matt Laufer

trails open to mountain bikes through volunteer efforts and our paid seasonal trail crew, to
educating mountain bikers on trail system rules and shared-use trail etiquette. We look
forward to expanding upon our partnership with PCOS&T over the coming years.
We applaud OS&T’s management and many successes at Sky Mt. Park since the
area opened to public use in 2011. These successes range from habitat improvement
projects, to additions of new trails, to the quality of installed signage, and the management
of the seasonal closures. We support all aspects of the draft plan update’s management

RFMBA, a Chapter of

actions, and would like to highlight support for specific actions:

the International
Mountain Bicycling
Association, is a
501(c)(3) charitable
organization.

Recreation Management Action 1: Construct an additional route as close as
possible to the existing Airline Trail to separate uphill from downhill mountain bike traffic.
RFMBA is pleased to see this listed as a near term, high priority action to accomplish.
Direct feedback from our constituents, since the opening of the trail, has focused on
concern that this popular two-way trail is dangerous given the history of and continued
potential for collisions between climbing and descending riders. As this trail is the primary

Post Office Box 2635

way to access the park from Buttermilk and Aspen, riders have been interested in a viable

Aspen, CO, 81612

solution to ensure safe and high quality experiences for all trail users. RFMBA looks

www.RFMBA.org

forward to partnering with PCOS&T to implement this trail as soon as possible. We can
contribute time and expertise during the design phase, coordinate volunteers for portions
of the new trail construction, and are also interested in providing funding to make the
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Imagine! The best trails on the planet – right outside your door!

APPENDIX E.

DRAFT PLAN PUBLIC COMMENT
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2021 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE

Q1 Do you feel that the Draft Management Actions address the following
attributes of Sky Mountain Park?
Answered: 135

Access and
Connectivity...

Signage and
Wayﬁnding

Beauty /
Protection o...

Wildlife
Habitat and...

Trail Type and
74
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Skipped: 4

2021 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
yp
Variety

Level of Trail
Diﬃculty

Trail Safety /
User Conﬂicts

Diversity and
Inclusivity ...

0%

Yes

10%

20%

Somewhat

30%

40%

No

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

I Don't Know

2 / 18
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2021 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
YES
Access and Connectivity / Easy to get to
Signage and Wayfinding
Beauty / Protection of Scenic Views
Wildlife Habitat and Natural Resources
Trail Type and Variety
Level of Trail Difficulty
Trail Safety / User Conflicts
Diversity and Inclusivity of Trail Users
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SOMEWHAT

NO

I DON'T KNOW

TOTAL

80.00%
108

15.56%
21

2.96%
4

1.48%
2

135

79.85%
107

14.93%
20

0.75%
1

4.48%
6

134

92.59%
125

5.19%
7

0.00%
0

2.22%
3

135

88.81%
119

5.22%
7

0.00%
0

5.97%
8

134

56.72%
76

35.07%
47

7.46%
10

0.75%
1

134

51.11%
69

31.85%
43

12.59%
17

4.44%
6

135

58.21%
78

31.34%
42

8.96%
12

1.49%
2

134

55.97%
75

22.39%
30

7.46%
10

14.18%
19

134
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2021 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE

Q2 Please share your comments on the Draft Action Items in the
Management Plan Update for Sky Mountain Park. What Actions do you
support? Are there changes or additions that you would like to see before a
final plan is adopted?
Answered: 86

Skipped: 53

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Support - Maintenance Support - Monitoring
having separate one way up/down trails for Airline - this works well in the Prince Creek area.
The possibility of connecting ditchline and cozyline would be great, and making deadline
officially DH only makes sense - too dangerous for hikers with bikers descending fast through
there. I also support the monitoring and maintenance areas

10/17/2021 8:11 PM

2

R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy Construction of a separate trail
alongside Airline that would separate uphill and downhill traffic. The possibility of constructing
a trail that connects the Ditchline Trail with the Cozyline Trail. Formally designate Deadline
Trail as a downhill-only mountain bike trail (no hiking) Review and address user conflicts
through separated-use trails, directional trails, alternating-use days, and other strategies.

10/17/2021 7:50 PM

3

R.8 Ditch/Cozy I really believe that a connector single track between ditchline and cozyline
would increase the flow and create the opportunity for amazing loop options! Talk about world
class!

10/17/2021 7:04 PM

4

Add - Skyline Direstional R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy The Skyline trail gets
overwhelmed by two way traffic with several blind corners on the ups and downs for mountain
bikers. There needs to be a 2nd trail near the top to spread out traffic so a loop can be made
by bikers. That does not currently exist. There is talk of a ditchline to cozy line trail, which
would address this issue. It’s not clear why this trail has not been adopted as part of the plan,
and instead is designated as under study. It’s needed and would go a long ways to addressing
the two way traffic issue on Skyline trail, by relieving pressure on using it as an out and back.

10/17/2021 6:19 PM

5

Change - Dog Restrictions Allow dogs certain days of the week

10/17/2021 5:39 PM

6

Events Policy R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline The addition of a climbing trail alongside airline is
great as long as airline is turned into downhill only for bikes with no hiking access. The same
should be done for deadline. A few limited races should be allowed on Sky in addition to ACC
such as Snowmass 50 or other long race.

10/17/2021 5:00 PM

7

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Please strongly consider a new one way trail paralleling airline
and a new trail connecting ditch line and cozy line.

10/17/2021 4:30 PM

8

Add - Beginner Trails Oppose - E-bike Policy Easier climbing trails for senior riders. Allow
pedal assist ebikes for 60 plus. Visiting rider with second residence in Aspen. Spend most of
my stay just trying to adjust to altitude and gasping for air on climbs. Very experienced rider
(20 plus years) ride black level trails and over 60. Government trail and Red Hill are my
favorites coming down but the climbing is quite frankly awful. Even at sea level neither trail
has a thoughtfully planned climb. 7% grade is IMBA standard for a climb and that doesn’t take
into account the altitude! Sunny side is another; Hummingbird is a well-built climbing trail but to
get from the upward end to Sunnyside downhill is again awful. Shouldn’t have to be that way. I
would not change a thing on the technical downhills; once I am not fighting the lack of oxygen I
am good!

10/17/2021 10:36 AM

9

R.8 Ditch/Cozy A connector trail from Ditch line to Cozy is imperative with the amount of ebikes and road bikes using the Brush Creek trail. Please add this in the plan

10/17/2021 10:05 AM

10

R.1 Airline
connector.

R.8 Ditch/Cozy Support addition of directional airline trail. Support cozyline

10/14/2021 8:48 AM

11

R.1 Airline

R.8 Ditch/Cozy I definitely support a second trail adjacent to Airline to allow one

10/13/2021 11:30 PM
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2021 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
way traffic as I have had many close calls on the blind corners and jumps. A new trail to
connect Ditch line or ViewLine to Cozyline would be welcome to add diversity to the whole trail
system.
12

Add - Advanced Trails Change - Seven Star Down R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy It seems
clear from the results that the vast majority of people that use the park on a regular basis are
mountain bikers and that they have relatively cohesive concerns and desires. For that reason,
it would seem that the best/easiest/most effective things to spend time and resources on
would be to make an uphill only airline trail, to designate seven stars as downhill only and
encourage climbers to use the bottom of north rim by the arc, and to add new advanced trails
while also prioritizing a beginner trail to cozy line from Snowmass. Everything else should be
far lower on a list of priorities - at least if you are giving much weight to the survey responses.

10/13/2021 9:38 PM

13

MS. 3 Aspens NR.2-4 Riparian R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Airline Uphill and Ditch to
Cozy connection have my support. I also think the riparian and aspen grove rehab are equally
important.

10/13/2021 9:07 PM

14

R.8 Ditch/Cozy Fully support the ditch line to cozy line connection! Great idea!

10/13/2021 6:11 PM

15

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Rule - Night Closure Out of all of the actions these are most
important to me; Yes on parallel Airline trail! Yes on connecting Ditch Line to Cozy Line with
single track trail for bikers and hikers! Yes on Dusk to Dawn closure!

10/13/2021 4:56 PM

16

Change - Seven Star Down R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy A new one-directional Airline trail
and a connecting trail b/w Ditchline and Cozyline is a huge improvement and will increase trail
safety/connectivity. I would still like to see 7-star become downhill only.

10/13/2021 1:03 PM

17

Oppose - Night Closure My biggest concern is limiting hours from dawn to dusk. It's great to
do the occasional night ride and so few people do it I can't imagine it has much impact on
wildlife

10/13/2021 7:36 AM

18

Add - Advanced Trails R.5 Directional The lean toward directional trails is a great step
forward. There is little to no challenging terrain on Sky Mtn though

10/13/2021 6:58 AM

19

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I fully support the addition of an uphill trail on Airline. That is a
huge safety concern for me both when I’m going uphill and downhill and have had several
close calls. I also fully support adding a trail between Ditchline and Cozyline, avoiding the need
to use the bike path to get back down to Cozyline. This will definitely enhance the experience
and offer a full single track loop. Love it!

10/13/2021 4:24 AM

20

R.5 Directional Directional trails

10/12/2021 9:45 PM

21

R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline R.8 Ditch/Cozy It looks great. The Ditchline to Cozyline trail
would be incredible to spread everyone out. The parallel Airline trails will improve safety and
would be amazing. Formalizing Deadline as directional MTB should be enacted (thought it
was). I’d prefer to avoid odd/even day trail usage as I’ve seen that in various areas and it’s
tough with schedules. But this is all great. Thx to all involved!

10/12/2021 8:28 PM

22

Oppose - Events Oppose - Signage R.8 Ditch/Cozy Rule - E-bike Support: Bi annual
maintenance single track trail maintenance trail connection Ditchline to Cozyline add
designated directional trails to address safety issues (airline, deadline) No E Bikes! impact on
trails, speed & weight - need better more forceful signage & enforcement Do NOT Support
more signage, interpretive signage - too many signs! Keep the views, keep it natural &
beautiful no special events - too much wear & tear on single track trails

10/12/2021 6:01 PM

23

R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline R.8 Ditch/Cozy - Creation of a two-way trail system for Airline
and making Deadline one way only (much safer) - Continued research on a Ditchline to
Cozyline - Continuing to manage a need to balance the recreation and keeping the area natural.
I love trails, but the mix-used management is important for all.

10/12/2021 4:26 PM

24

R.5 Directional all, especially the support of one way trails for safety

10/12/2021 3:38 PM

25

Add - Beginner Trails R.1 Airline R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy Fully support and
excited for R.1, R.3, and R.8! Unclear as to whether or not the Level of Trail Difficulty is
addressed. I assume this means more difficult trails as well as more beginner trails. I guess
you could say this is met with the following: More Difficult Trails - Both Airline and Deadline will
become downhill only giving users the opportunity to ride more aggressively as well as
potential for additional, downhill-specific features. More Beginner Trails - R.8 will be
approached with the intent to build a beginner/green trail to connect Ditchline to Cozyline. I

10/12/2021 1:43 PM
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2021 SKY MOUNTAIN PARK DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
mean, pedal up bike path and then come down singletrack could be good clean family fun.
Could even shuttle the smaller kids from Intercept to Rodeo lot :) Unclear if these assumptions
are valid and would be nice if they were clarified. Thank you and, again, really excited for the
updates!!!
26

R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I'm happy to read about making a separate climb
& descent for airline trail. I'm also happy about formalizing deadline as downhill only (not that
i've ever had problems). Cozy line is a fun trail, but I hardly ever ride it because there isn't a
singletrack connection at the bottom. Thanks for providing biking in this great space.

10/12/2021 1:38 PM

27

R.8 Ditch/Cozy I strongly support a trail connection between Ditchline and Cozyline to help
complete SMP trail integration and originally intended terrain usage

10/12/2021 1:14 PM

28

Add - Advanced Trails R.8 Ditch/Cozy Please add a trail connecting Airline with Cozyline
at the bottom to form a loop. Please also add more difficult trails so that not everything is
smooth machine built. Thank you!

10/12/2021 10:21 AM

29

R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline Very much support new trail parallel to Airline in order to separate
up and downhill mtn bike traffic. Also support making Deadline downhill only.

10/12/2021 9:06 AM

30

R.5 Directional I would definitely support one-way trails! Also dedicated climbing trails with a
consistent 7% grade - most of these trails are between 8-9,000 feet!

10/12/2021 2:07 AM

31

Oppose - E-bike Policy Since these trails are not open to class one e bikes I can’t answer
any questions. Still waiting to get some trails open to class one mountain bikes

10/11/2021 9:54 PM

32

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Can you connect ditchline to cozyline so there can be an actual
loop? Can you also create an uphill/downhill traffic trail parallel to airline?

10/11/2021 9:45 PM

33

Support - Nat Resources I highly support all of the NR Actions and encourage the promotion
of a symbiotic relationship between the wildlife and human users.

10/11/2021 8:49 PM

34

Support - General love all the ideas and think important as it would promote increased safety
and also more trails in my favorite place to ride!

10/11/2021 8:25 PM

35

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I support a separate trail alongside Airline and especially a
Ditchline-Cozyline connector. Thank you so much for your commitment to the Skyline network.

10/11/2021 8:14 PM

36

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Construction of a separate trail alongside Airline that would
separate uphill and downhill traffic. Someone will get hurt. It's just a matter of time. The
possibility of constructing a trail that connects the Ditchline Trail with the Cozyline Trail will
facilitate connectivity and dispersion of users.

10/11/2021 7:32 PM

37

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I support building a separate trail paralleling Airline for
directional and safety purposes and I support the connecting cozy line and ditch line!!!

10/11/2021 5:50 PM

38

Oppose - Night Closure R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I fully support building another airline
trail for uphill and downhill designation. I fully support linking Ditchline and Cozy line pleeease!
I question weather the park needs to close at dusk-dawn for those late comers and early
risers…Could you consider something like 10p-6a?

10/11/2021 5:27 PM

39

R.1 Airline R.5 Directional Very excited to hear about directional traffic on airline, its too
dangerous for people to be going both ways, we have to know that the usage will really
increase in the coming years ahead. Very happy to hear about a dithline cozyline connection
and loop for families and more intermediate riders.

10/11/2021 5:23 PM

40

Add - Advanced Trails R.1 Airline R.3 Deadline R.6 Viewline Bench R.8 Ditch/Cozy I
support the following: Make Deadline downhill bike only. Make Airline downhill bike only. Make
a parallel Airline trail, multi user all directions except bike uphill only. Create a singletrack
connection from Ditchline to Cozyline. This connection should be more technical/difficult than
the other trails to increase trail type variety and encourage skill development. Beginners can
use the parallel bike path. Create seating/viewing areas. This will reduce social
trails/erosion/degradation of landscape. Look at opportunities to increase sightlines on
Cozyline and Skyline Ridge to reduce collisions. Trail maintenance. Thank you

10/11/2021 5:02 PM

41

R.1 Airline Love the idea of new directional trail by airline. It’s needed.

10/11/2021 4:07 PM

42

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy A worthy addition to the overall master plan vision: A separate
singletrack route that parallels the Brush Creek drainage along the north facing side slopes of
Sky Mtn Park land form, linking Ditch Line to Cozy Line. This would be an excellent addition,

10/11/2021 3:54 PM
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allowing full loops from either parking lot (Rodeo or Intercept Lot) without repeating trails, or
needing to wear knobbies down on the paved path. Maybe this could even follow a more
immediately parallel route to the Brush Creek paved bike path, similar to how it is managed
along Prince Creek Rd, with variety of flow, dip, jump, and technical terrain features with a
discretely narrow footprint. This sort of trail might even provide a solution to a need that the
Town of Snowmass Rec Center had been considering a few years ago, when they
contemplated a bike park around their property. The separate idea of creating a new, directional
mt bike trail in the Airline Trail vicinity is an excellent idea, and one that should be seriously
considered in the near future.
43

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Two additions: a trail connecting cozyline and ditchline would be
awesome, as would a dedicated climbing/descent trail pair around Airline. Climbing that trail
scares me because I know how much fun it is to fly down.

10/11/2021 3:52 PM

44

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Definite yes on separating up/down airline trails. Definite yes on
continuing the singletrack between ditchline and cozy line, the pavement in no fun. Thanks!

10/11/2021 3:42 PM

45

R.8 Ditch/Cozy Connection from Ditchline to cozyline definitely needed

10/11/2021 3:28 PM

46

Oppose - Night Closure R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Highly support Cozyline connection to
Ditchline to create singletrack loop and support separate up/down (directional) Airline trails dont support dusk to dawn closure in summer months

10/11/2021 3:19 PM

47

R.1 Airline Support addition of a trail adjacent to Airline.

10/11/2021 3:15 PM

48

R.1 Airline
awesome

R.8 Ditch/Cozy A new directional Airline is great Ditch line to Cozyline would be

10/11/2021 3:12 PM

49

R.1 Airline

R.8 Ditch/Cozy 1. Separate Airline trail 2. Connect Ditch Line to Cozyline

10/11/2021 3:07 PM

50

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I strongly support creating a one-way trail along Airline, it will be
much safer. I also strongly support connecting the lower portion of Ditchline to Cozy Line. This
would be amazing!

10/11/2021 3:04 PM

51

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I support the construction of separate uphill and downhill trails
for Airliine. I also support the possibility of a new trail connecting Ditchline with Cozyline.
Thanks!

10/11/2021 2:56 PM

52

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I think the construction of a separate trail alongside Airline that
would separate uphill and downhill traffic is very important and necessary. I really like the idea
of the possibility of constructing a trail that connects the Ditchline Trail with the Cozyline Trail.
It would be a great addition.

10/11/2021 2:42 PM

53

R.1 Airline As a slow uphill biker, I fully support the construction of a separate trail alongside
Airline that would separate uphill and downhill traffic to help with user conflicts and user
experience in both directions (this change in the Prince Creek system was such a great
enhancement!)

10/11/2021 2:40 PM

54

Add - Cozy/Air Would prefer a low connector between the bottom of Cozyline and bottom of
Airline. At least you can connect Cozy and Ditch via the bike path.

10/11/2021 2:37 PM

55

R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy I think the proposed directional trail at airline is very
important. I additionally think the proposed connection from ditchline to cozy line would be an
amazing improvement.

10/11/2021 2:35 PM

56

Rule - E-bike I strongly support the ban on e-bikes in Sky Mountain Park. These e-bikes are
motorized and should be banned from all trails designated for non-motorized use.

10/10/2021 2:33 PM

57

Add - Owl/Highline Change - Seven Star Down I support Seven Stars becoming one way
directional, along with creating a parallel trail on Airline. I nominate a "Higher Line" trail to
connect High Line with Owl Creek Path above Owl Creek Pass. I support more signage to
educate biker/equestrian etiquette.

10/7/2021 11:02 AM

58

R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy The addition of a singletrack connection from Ditchline Trail
to Cozyline Trail to create a single track loop, reduce two way use conflicts and provide a
intermediate/beginner level trail has long been my greatest desire for Skyline Park. It appears
such a trail could be 100% routed on existing public lands. "Monitoring" this potential trail is
not an action. Implement preliminary route planning and undertake necessary wildlife studies
and discussions with CPW now.

10/7/2021 9:30 AM
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59

R.8 Ditch/Cozy How about a trail that parallels Brush Cr from intercept lot area up to the Rev
center area. So bikers can loop Ditch, View and Cozy without much pavement.

10/7/2021 7:26 AM

60

R.1 Airline R.5 Directional Separate uphill/downhill trails where appropriate. Airline is the
biggest culprit here.

10/6/2021 1:14 PM

61

Change - Winter Closure R.1 Airline R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy I support R.1, R.3,
R.5 ( although I don't like the idea of alternating use days). I would like R. 8 to say "construct"
a single track connection between Cozyline and Ditchline. I would like to see the Brush Creek
bike path considered as a year round recreation path, nordic/ foot/ fat bike in winter, maybe
only closure during migration season.

10/5/2021 7:50 PM

62

R.5 Directional Due to the success and popularity of the park a carefully planned transition to
directional trails would eliminate nearly all conflicts. Kudos for addressing wildlife, forest and
biodiversity of this wonderful resource.

10/5/2021 7:22 PM

63

Change - Seven Star Down R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Strongly support a parallel
directional trail to Airline Trail; the descending-only trail should be improved to include (fully)
optional features similar to those on Deadline Trail. A trail connecting Ditchline to Cozyline
would be great, while it would be ideal if it were mostly descending down the Brush Creek
Valley, it would also be a worthy addition to SMP if the trail traversed and slightly climbed from
Ditchline to a higher up point of Cozyline, staying on SMP lands above existing private lands.
Ongoing management of Seven Star Trail as a two-way multi-use trail will remain divisive over
coming years given how the trail has been constructed and optimized to be a fun downhill flow
trail for bikes; suggest exploring parallel climbing-only segments for portions of the Seven Star
Trail to reduce conflicts where downhill traffic has limited sight-lines during high speed sections
of existing trail.

10/5/2021 10:17 AM

64

R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I'm particularly enthusiastic about the addition of a parallel trail
to Airline to separate uphill and downhill traffic. Connecting Ditchline to Cozyline would also be
great. Thanks!

10/4/2021 10:02 PM

65

Oppose - Hunting Policy R.1 Airline R.6 Viewline Bench I support all of the actions
except NR9, not sure about that and it's impacts. I very much would like to see a
beginner/intermediate trail from the lower ditch line entrance to cozy line - we are sorely lacking
easier trails for younger kids. I would love to donate a bench in memoriam for the top of
Viewline. I can't wait for a new airline trail, that will be so much safer with one up and one
down!!

10/4/2021 9:29 PM

66

Oppose - Night Closure No need to close at night. Not a problem and rarely are trails used at
night.

10/4/2021 2:49 PM

67

R.1 Airline Support - General I support all actions in the draft management plan but
especially the construction of an uphill trail adjacent to Airline. Thank you!

10/4/2021 10:09 AM

68

Oppose - E-bike Policy Allowing class 1 ebikes when rules about motorized vehicles were
first implemented they were for internal combustion engines , e bikes did not exist

10/1/2021 5:49 PM

69

R.1 Airline R.5 Directional Deadline MUST be bike-only directional. Just last week I nearly
had an accident with hikers below a blind step down. You cannot construct a trail in that
manner and allow hiking traffic. Also, making Airline downhill only with a separate climbing trail
is a must. Again, this is a massive safety concern.

9/28/2021 11:14 AM

70

Enhance - DEI Support - General I'm in support of all of the above actions. I believe the
updated management plan fails to incorporate any significant DEI modifications. Signage could
be translated, outreach to non-white males can be done via NGO partnerships etc. I would love
to see more of the aforementioned outreach, E0.5 seems like an after thought rather than an
intentional driver of change.

9/27/2021 3:14 PM

71

Enhance - Hike/Run I'm a mt biker, but think hikers/runners could be more welcome at sky
mt

9/26/2021 11:27 PM

72

Add - More Trails Change - Mtn Bike Only Guess there is not much expansion of new trails
that can be made at this time but I would support adding a designated "biker only" trail where
recommended, and one-way directional tails if needed (if doesn't make sense now, I would
support this long term as the traffic usage grows). I like to hike but I use Sky Mountain Park
predominantly for mountain biking, and have been using the trail network since they first
opened, and staying in local hotels a few times per year in the summer and fall. It was

9/24/2021 5:27 PM
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noticeably very busy this summer the one full week I visited - and it was actually discouraging
(the Rim Trail most notably). I have spent less time biking in Sky Mountain Park for this
reason and going to other mountain bike trail networks more often. I enjoy Snowmass but
something felt a little more difficult this season.
73

Add - Advanced Trails

74

Oppose - Hunting Policy Oppose - Night Closure R.1 Airline R.5 Directional I support
creating a new uphill trail paralleling Airline and making Deadline a downhill biking trail only. I
think both of these will help make the experience safer. I would change allowing hunting from
trails. This seems unnecessary and will lead to user conflicts. I would also be against closing
the park from dusk until dawn, as the valley gets more crowded and hotter, people will seek
solitude and cooler temps by using the trails at night. I would support specific closures from
dusk to dawn during sensitive times for wildlife, but not a blanket closure.

9/24/2021 2:46 PM

75

R.1 Airline R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy I support building an alternative to Airline. I
would also suggest looking at the possibility of having Airline and the new trail alternate
direction by day of week. I also support an additional singletrack trail between Cozyline and
Ditchline. As well as making Deadline DH only.

9/24/2021 1:16 PM

76

R.1 Airline R.5 Directional R.8 Ditch/Cozy Creating a new trail to parallel Airline is an
excellent idea. It's a great step in the right direction. And the downhill-bike only designation of
Deadline is also paramount to the safety of all. I also like the idea of linking Ditchline to
Cozyline. Making the entire Sky Mountain Park trail system directional trails only should be the
goal. The sooner the better. Sky Mountain Park is an amazing amenity to the community.
Thank you for listening to the opinions of the majority of the park users.

9/24/2021 10:06 AM

77

Add - Beginner Trails Oppose - Night Closure R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy I mountain
bike on Sky Mountain Park. With kids primarily on Butterline and Ditchline and without kids on
all trails. Would love to see some more easy trails for younger kids, possibly if an uphill Airline
trails was built make it for beginners / kids. Also would love to see the connection from
Ditchline to Cozyline which should also be a beginner trail AND would be a great connection
alternative for all riders. Lastly I request you do NOT close the park from dusk till dawn, if
anything close from 10 pm or midnight to 5 am or something as it does provide an excellent
opportunity for a quick fall night ride which at this time of year starts at 5:30 - 6 pm.

9/23/2021 9:34 AM

78

R.8 Ditch/Cozy Rule - E-bike I support a singletrack connection between ditchline and
cozyline. I still think we need better signage to keep E-bikes off singletrack trails.

9/22/2021 8:02 PM

79

Rule - E-bike enforce the rules you already have before making new ones. case in point: e
bikes

9/22/2021 7:41 AM

80

R.1 Airline 'Great idea to protect the ecosystems! Also, we are thrilled that Airline will have a
dedicated Uphill and DH route built. Thank You for listening!

9/21/2021 8:16 PM

81

Rule - E-bike E bikes need to be policed and removed from the trials. Fines should be much
higher than they are currently

9/20/2021 10:58 PM

82

Add - More Trails Adding more trails and keeping Owl Creek Trail maintained in winter for fat
biking.

9/18/2021 7:39 AM

83

EO.1 Education Oppose - E-bike Policy I would like to see at our single track trails open to
class one e bikes, more one way trails and more trails. We definitely need more education on
biking rules of the road for the bike rental shops. We should consider that all people riding our
trails must have a permit to do so and that money goes directly to new trails and maintenance

9/18/2021 7:12 AM

84

Oppose - E-bike Policy Over 70 riders be encouraged to visit aspen health and services
office and obtain an arm band to allow access to all pipkin county trails on an assist ebike.
Please do this. Thanks

9/17/2021 3:11 PM

85

R.5 Directional Rule - E-bike Support construction/designation of directional trails IF
wildlife/habitat is not adversely affected. To add (or continue): NO E-BIKE Use on ANY
SINGLETRACK.

9/17/2021 2:37 PM

86

Add - Beginner Trails EO.1 Education R.1 Airline R.8 Ditch/Cozy Improve education so
users don't wear headphones Add the parallel airline trail of directional use and safety Link
Ditchline to Cozy line and provide more beginner trails

9/17/2021 10:13 AM
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Q3 What is the way you most frequently experience Sky Mountain Park?
Answered: 134

Skipped: 5

Walking/Hiking

Trail Running

Mountain Biking
Cycling (Brush
Creek Trail)
Horseback
Riding
Wildlife
Viewing
A Race or
Program (For...
I do not
use/visit Sk...
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Walking/Hiking

0.00%

0

Trail Running

0.75%

1

Mountain Biking

96.27%

Cycling (Brush Creek Trail)

0.00%

0

Horseback Riding

0.00%

0

Wildlife Viewing

0.00%

0

A Race or Program (For example, Aspen Cycling Club, Special Event or Roaring Fork Cycling)

0.00%

0

I do not use/visit Sky Mountain Park

0.00%

0

Other (please specify)

2.99%

4

TOTAL

129

134

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

No class I e bikes allowed. Alden Snowmass are falling way behind other areas that are
opening up to class one bikes

10/11/2021 9:57 PM
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2

To carry out scientific research

9/29/2021 10:11 AM

3

Mt bike most frequent, but also heavy trail run use.

9/28/2021 11:14 AM

4

Don’t ride sky mountain park because i have an e bike

9/18/2021 7:25 AM
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Q4 Where do you live?
Answered: 134

Skipped: 5

Aspen
Snowmass
Village
Basalt / El
Jebel / Will...
Unincorporated
Pitkin County
Carbondale
Glenwood
Springs
I am a visitor
I own a second
home in Pitk...
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Aspen

29.10%

39

Snowmass Village

17.16%

23

Basalt / El Jebel / Willits

12.69%

17

Unincorporated Pitkin County

5.97%

8

Carbondale

17.91%

24

Glenwood Springs

11.94%

16

I am a visitor

0.00%

0

I own a second home in Pitkin County

2.99%

4

Other (please specify)

2.24%

3

TOTAL

134

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Woody Creek

10/12/2021 2:41 AM

2

Fruita

9/24/2021 5:27 PM
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3

86

Woody Creek
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Q5 What is your age?
Answered: 134

Skipped: 5

19 and under

20-30

31-40

41-50

51-60

61+

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

19 and under

0.00%

0

20-30

2.99%

4

31-40

25.37%

34

41-50

23.88%

32

51-60

26.87%

36

61+

20.90%

28

TOTAL

134
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Q6 What is your e-mail? (A valid email is required for your response to be
considered, OST will not associate your responses with your email to
protect your privacy)
Answered: 134

Skipped: 5

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Arcqz@yahoo.com

10/18/2021 7:16 AM

2

aspenflygirl@gmail.com

10/18/2021 3:24 AM

3

Cfe@rof.net

10/17/2021 11:40 PM

4

Rscottduryea@gmail.com

10/17/2021 10:46 PM

5

chris@crometrics.com

10/17/2021 8:12 PM

6

matt@mattpowerphotography.com

10/17/2021 7:05 PM

7

jeremy.assalone@gmail.com

10/17/2021 7:05 PM

8

tb@tbcap.net

10/17/2021 7:01 PM

9

rstumpf2@hotmail.com

10/17/2021 6:19 PM

10

rg@gurrentz.com

10/17/2021 5:05 PM

11

Dericsg@gmail.com

10/17/2021 5:00 PM

12

wilgan@comcast.net

10/17/2021 4:55 PM

13

tkennedy@ccyarchitects.com

10/17/2021 4:31 PM

14

dashcapt@hawaii.rr.com

10/17/2021 10:36 AM

15

nblastos@yahoo.com

10/17/2021 10:06 AM

16

Etierney650@gmail.com

10/14/2021 9:03 AM

17

Dimmitjack@gmail.com

10/14/2021 8:49 AM

18

nate17170@gmail.com

10/14/2021 7:34 AM

19

Skarpo67@aol.com

10/13/2021 11:30 PM

20

jjamesaspen@gmail.com

10/13/2021 9:39 PM

21

shauncagley@hotmail.com

10/13/2021 9:08 PM

22

Johnrowleyemail@yahoo.com

10/13/2021 6:11 PM

23

drivetrainllc@gmail.com

10/13/2021 4:57 PM

24

zgafterjunk@gmail.com

10/13/2021 1:48 PM

25

Matthew.hunt@huntcompanies.com

10/13/2021 1:04 PM

26

erin.m.evers@gmail.com

10/13/2021 7:36 AM

27

arsenal9@earthlink.net

10/13/2021 6:59 AM

28

brynnk@gmail.com

10/13/2021 4:24 AM

29

Boyerluke@yahoo.com

10/12/2021 9:46 PM

30

jlewisco@gmail.com

10/12/2021 9:23 PM
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