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PLAN SUMMARY
Sky Mountain Park is managed for natural resource
protection, recreation, agricultural heritage and scenic
value. The 2021 Management Plan update for Sky
Mountain Park (the Park) is a continuation of the 2012
management plan. The actions identified in this plan
seek to enhance the area's ecological integrity and
address recreation pressures. Many of the attributes
that make the Park such an important place to protect
are also what make it a popular place to recreate.
It is the intent of this management plan to promote
the long-term resilience of the natural ecosystem
through careful planning, ecological assessments,
habitat restoration and/or enhancement, and
adaptive management.
Trail-based recreation is a significant use and
new management strategies focus on ensuring all
users feel safe and welcome, and understand the
appropriate trail etiquette. Proposed improvements
continue to uphold the established mitigation
strategies such as seasonal closures and dog
restrictions, and seek to ensure that impacts to
biodiversity are minimized.
Adaptive management is an iterative process
that sets management actions and monitors
and evaluates results to inform adjustments to
implementation and respond dynamically to
changing recreation and ecological management
needs, changing climate and community values.

PARTNERS AND ROLES
Sky Mountain Park is a collection of open space
parcels owned by Pitkin County Open Space and
Trails (OST), the Town of Snowmass Village (TOSV)
and the City of Aspen Parks and Recreation (COA).
Pitkin County OST coordinates across jurisdictional
boundaries to manage the area cohesively.

PARK CONDITIONS
Sky Mountain Park is a large enough, semi-contiguous
area to provide effective habitat for many wildlife
species, from pollinators to large mammals, and
to maintain intact native plant communities. The
area includes several ridges, valleys and basins, and
supports a diversity of habitat types. The Park serves
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as an ecological refuge for plants and animals, as well
as an important movement corridor for wildlife.
Natural resource studies conducted since the
2012 plan show that current recreational use is
not negatively impacting natural resources within
the Park. Seasonal recreational use is restricted to
strategically located trails, and while the intensity
of use has increased, this has not led to an increase
in the areal extent of impact on natural resources,
and violations to seasonal closures remain minimal.
The natural resource action items represent a
continuation of current stewardship efforts, with
a focus on actions that promote biodiversity and
ecosystem resilience.
Recreational use of Sky Mountain Park reached its
highest levels in 2020, a year of unprecedented
outdoor recreation fueled by the Covid-19 pandemic,
with just over 79,000 passersby tallied on trail
counters. It is yet to be seen if this dramatic growth in
trail use will continue into the future.
According to feedback from an online survey, which
is consistent with camera data, the most frequent
way users experience the Park is mountain biking.
Interestingly, more than half of all users also report
that they bike or walk to access the Park instead of
driving, which underscores the Park as an accessible
recreation destination.
While Sky Mountain Park has a high rate of
compliance with the regulations that guide public
use, increased use has led to requests from the
community for additional safety and recreation
management actions. Many of the education and
outreach action items represent a continuation of
current safety and education efforts, with a focus
on actions that promote trail user etiquette and
broadening the outreach efforts and programming to
a larger cross-section of the community.
Community feedback supported maintaining a
limited number of events at Sky Mountain Park, which
is consistent with the current management approach.
Updated policies for commercial and special uses
represent a continuation of limited events on Pitkin
County's properties with clarification provided on the
number of events permitted annually and participant
caps.

PUBLIC OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS
OST developed an initial online survey, advertised from May 15 to
June 15, 2021, to understand general patterns of use at the Park, what
attributes are most valued, and what community members believe is
working well or in need of change. A total of 665 participant responses
were collected.
Survey respondents rate a typical visit to the Park with 4.5 stars. Beauty
and protection of scenic views and protection of wildlife habitat were
two of the most important attributes respondents felt that the Park
provides. Trail safety and user conflicts were also identified as important;
however, in the Park's current condition, many respondents felt this
attribute fell short of their expectations.
The major themes pulled from the survey include:

1. Designate Directional Trails to increase safety.
2. Address User Conflicts and safety.
3. Enhance Connectivity of trails system including interior loop trails

and ties to greater area trails system.
4. Educate users on trail etiquette and enforce rules.
5. Support Skills Progression for all ages and abilities from beginner to
advanced.

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN
This document tracks the acquisition history leading to the Park today
and describes the numerous accomplishments since the 2012 plan in
Section 1. Appendix B provides greater detail on the progress of the
2012 management actions. An update on the Park's current condition,
complete with references to relevant studies, is found in Section 2. In
Section 3, feedback from the community is summarized. Appendix C and
D contains the full engagement results.
Management Actions described in Section 4 emerged as a product
of background research, assessment of the current park conditions
and stakeholder input. This plan is a near- to mid-range planning tool
to budget for management actions to preserve this place for future
generations of people and wildlife. Section 5 provides an easy-to-use
matrix to measure progress in the years ahead.

QUICK FACTS
Total Open Space Acreage:
2401.7 acres
Trail Miles: 28
88% of Park trails are closed
seasonally from December
1 through May 15 for
protection of wintering
wildlife and many trails are
closed to dogs.
Access and Parking: Trail
access is via parking at
Buttermilk, Brush Creek Parkand-Ride lot and Snowmass
Village Recreation Center.
Years of acquisition: 19912019
Funding Partners: Pitkin
County Open Space and Trails
(OST), Town of Snowmass
Village (TOSV), City of
Aspen (COA), Aspen Valley
Land Trust, Great Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO)
Open Space Values: Wildlife
habitat, scenic views and
recreational trails spread
over a conglomeration
of open space holdings
centered in the Brush Creek
Valley.
For a complete list of Park
Rules, including regulations,
special-use and commercial
use policies, see page 50.
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SKY MOUNTAIN PARK MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Management actions will directly inform OST work plans over time and provide ways of communicating
achievements at Sky Mountain Park to the public, the Open Space and Trails Board and the Board of County
Commissioners. Management actions were developed based on background research, assessment of the
current conditions, progress made following adoption of the 2012 plan and community/stakeholder input.
Management actions are detailed in Section 4 of the 2021 Management Plan and the timing, partners and
anticipated implementation costs are found in Section 5.

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Passively maintain geomorphological integrity of Brush Creek in conjunction

NR.1 with beaver activity.

NR.2 Restore old ponds to riparian habitat.
NR.3 Improve "at-risk" riparian and aquatic resources.
Explore opportunities to increase or establish a buffer between trails and

NR.4 sensitive aquatic resources.
NR.5 Enhance old pasturelands with native sagebrush plant communities.

Continue mechanical treatment of mature Gambel oak to improve wildlife

NR.6 habitat.

Assess forest health across the Park and local landscape to identify priorities

NR.7 for future forest-health improvement projects.
NR.8 Control noxious weeds as required by the State of Colorado.

Key Updates
Natural Resource Management
Actions continue efforts to
protect and enhance wildlife
habitat and ecological
resilience, and build on
accomplishments since 2012.
Action 1.7 begins to look at
the Park's forest habitat types
in the context of a larger,
systemwide forest health
assessment.

Continue the elk hunting program/lottery at Sky Mountain Park with a

NR.9 modification to allow hunting from trails.

RECREATION MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
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R.1

Construct an additional route as close as possible to existing trails and roads to
separate uphill from downhill mountain bike traffic on Airline Trail.

R.2

Install airport observation area and interpretive display.

R.3

Formally designate Deadline Trail as a downhill-only mountain bike trail (no
hiking) and install signage/update OST maps.

R.4

Implement Park closure from dusk to dawn.

R.5

Review best management practices and use patterns from recreation providers
and land managers addressing user conflicts through separated-use trails,
directional trails, alternating-use days, and other strategies.

R.6

Install seating area made of natural materials at the top of Viewline Trail.

R.7

Implement a policy to mandate use of certified weed-free hay on equestrian
trails.

R.8

Monitor the potential to provide a lower singletrack connection between
Ditchline Trail and Cozyline Trail.

R.9

Acknowledge SMP in the context of greater, regional trail connectivity and work
with partners on future trail improvements.
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Key Updates
Following significant
investments in the trail
network over the last 10 years,
Recreation Management
Actions seek to address user
conflicts and safety concerns.
Actions 2.1 directs
construction of an additional,
directional trail.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
EO.1 Implement a trail safety and etiquette campaign.
EO.2

Provide interpretive signage to communicate restoration and habitat
improvement projects.
Increase joint coordination of OST notifications via text messages and emails

EO.3 related to events.
EO.4

Coordinate public education opportunities such as birding hikes and other
natural resource tours with RFC, ACES or similar groups.
Encourage use of the Park among under-represented user groups and members

EO.5 of the community.

Key Updates
Education and Outreach
Management Actions increase
OST trail safety efforts.
Action 3.5 supports outreach
campaigns and public tours to
increase diversity/inclusivity.

AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
Cozy Point South will continue to be managed by the City of Aspen's Cozy Point

AG.1 Ranch lessee. Responsibilities include irrigation, crop production (currently hay)
and noxious weed control.

MONITORING AND STEWARDSHIP ACTIONS
MS.1

Continue to support Aspen Global Change Institute (AGCI) monitoring stations.

MS.2 Explore water-quality testing data and needs along Brush Creek.
Monitor aspen forest health and consider options to promote regeneration in

MS.3 declining aspen stands as needed.
MS.4 Project-specific monitoring, pre- and post- intervention.

Maintain and improve collaboration with area natural resource managers and

MS.5 private landowners.

Implement routine resource monitoring for wildlife, vegetation, riparian and

MS.6 wetland resources.
MS.7 Continue to monitor recreational use.

Key Updates
Many Monitoring and
Stewardship Management
Actions are continued from the
2012 plan.
Action 5.6 incorporates
OST data protocols
for methodology and
recommended monitoring
intervals.

MAINTENANCE ACTIONS
M.1

Bi-annual maintenance of all singletrack trails including, but not limited to: corridor trimming, sightline improvements,
drainage improvements, signage replacement/updates and other miscellaneous trail-related needs.

M.2

Provide necessary maintenance to the existing, overgrown equestrian and hiking loop trail on Upper North Mesa.

M.3

Remove old pump infrastructure and electric when no longer needed, and remove old, broken sprinkler heads from
pasture.

M.4

Annual maintenance of all paved trails including, but not limited to: mowing of trail edges, sweeping, crack-sealing,
volcano removal, signage replacement/updates and other miscellaneous trail-related needs.

M.5

Bi-annual maintenance of soft-surface trail (shoulder of Brush Creek Trail and pasture section of Cozyline Trail) including,
but not limited to: grading, compacting and adding more crusher fine material on an as-needed basis.

M.6

Provide necessary maintenance of all open space signage in and around the Park. Any new signage will follow the 2014
Pitkin County OST Signage Design Guidelines.
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Map 1. Sky Mountain Park today
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