North Star Nature
Preserve Parking
Improvements
OSTB MEETING DECEMBER 7TH 2021

Background
North Star Nature Preserve is important to the residents of the Roaring Fork Valley as a place to connect
with and experience the natural environment.
North Star is a nature preserve first and foremost.
Many of the attributes that made North Star such an important place to protect are also what make it a
popular destination for locals and visitors. Its increase in popularity over time requires increased
management focus on parking and visitor access to support the original conservation values.
Adoption of the North Star Management Plan on June 24, 2020 included action items calling for OST to
work with CDOT to address parking issues along Hwy. 82 and improve the functionality of the parking areas.
These actions were affirmed by extensive public outreach and also formally approved in the Plan.
Partnerships with land owners like CDOT have been and will continue to be critical in working toward a
seamless system ensure that recreation is not negatively impacting the natural resources of the property.

Parking Improvements
OST staff has worked with CDOT and SGM engineering staff to further refine the parking options that received
public comment during the management plan process.
Through Ordinance No. 021-2021, Pitkin County BOCC authorized a 20 year lease with CDOT to allow OST to
manage public use and related facilities within the defined right-of-way adjacent to North Star.

Project Goals
The goal for the proposed parking improvements is to
provide efficient parking solutions for visitors accessing
the Preserve, improve vehicle and pedestrian safety, and
enhance user experience.
OST seeks to minimize recreation-related vehicular
conflicts along the highway and efficiently park visitors.
Improvements will require:
• formalizing parking areas and points of ingress
and egress
• buffers from the highway
• East of Aspen trail realignment
• gravel resurfacing or asphalt paving
• fence installation
• signage
• barrier/buffer from the highway
• limited removal of trees to manage parking or
improve vehicle sight lines.

Increasing recreational use of the river,
East of Aspen Trail, and roadway has
created increased congestion and safety
concerns along Highway 82.

Project Timeline
Management Plan Update

Schematic Design (30%)

Public outreach took place Oct. 2019
through Jan. 6, 2020
Draft Plan comment period
Adopted June 24, 2020

Staff Site Visit
CDOT Review & Comments Solicited
City of Aspen Forester Initial Tree Health
Assessment
(This is the objective today)
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Next Steps
1.
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3.

CDOT ROW
Signed Lease Agreement

Design
Development
(60%)

4.
5.
6.
7.

OSTB Review and Approval of Plan
Direction
Complete Construction Documents
Pitkin PZ Review of Location and
Extent Application
Release for Bid
Staff Review of Bids
Contractor Selected
Construction Begins Fall 2022

Public Outreach
Conceptual improvements to the existing
parking areas serving the North Star Nature
Preserve were included in the 2020 North
Star Management Plan.
During the first outreach period, an online
survey was promoted, in-person outreach
events were hosted, and responses were
collected from almost 480 community
members.
A total of 118 comments were received
during the Draft Plan public comment
period. The survey asked specific questions
about potential parking changes and how
OST can help the public change their
behavior.

Public Comments

• support for limiting use
• general support for parking concepts
• concerns that at peak times the parking will still
overflow into the right-of-way
• concerns about causing problems elsewhere
• support for strict enforcement, concerns about
using the beach as a launch site/putting more
pressure on the beach

Specific to the Takeout

This area is overcrowded and safety at the highway
interface is a concern that is heightened by poor
behavior and a party atmosphere.
Additional concerns included congestion at the
bridge and the interaction with pedestrians and
bicyclists on the East of Aspen Trail.

Loading Only

Areas for Improvement
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Takeout and Pedestrian Bridge
North Lot / Wildlife Viewing Platform
The Beach
South Gate

In 2019, 17% of total ranger
patrol time, or approximately 800
hours, was dedicated to North
Star Nature Preserve.

Management Plan - Conceptual Improvements

Existing Conditions
The Takeout – Loading Zone
• The pedestrian bridge was signed in 2016 to operate as a takeout, with a 10-minute loading zone.
• No designated parking is available in this area.
• Prior to ‘No Parking’ and ‘Loading Zone’ only signage, anywhere from 30-40 cars were counted
on busy summer days parked in proximity along the highway with large numbers of people spilling
into the roadway and blocking the East of Aspen Trail with their watercrafts.
• The pullout is located on a curve and during heavy use, sight lines can be difficult for oncoming
motorists from both directions, exacerbated by vehicles parked on the inside of the curve.
North Lot / Wildlife Viewing Area – Designated Parking Area
• Peak use at the north lot may see as many as 8-10 cars in a space that has been built to
accommodate 6 vehicles.
• Used year-round and are plowed in the winter.
• Information kiosks were installed in 2016.
• No trash receptacles or restrooms are provided.
• Reach or exceed their capacity on busy summer days but otherwise meet or exceed user
demand.

Existing Conditions
The Beach – Informal Pullout
• The Beach Gate pullout is also often lined with vehicles
• During busy summer months, as many as 10-14 vehicles can be found parked within the
highway right-of-way with the footprint of the informal parking continuing to expand.
South Gate – Designated Parking Area
• Based on spot-count observations collected by the OST rangers, the South Gate lot sees
approximately 10-13 vehicles on busy summer days.
• There is enough space to accommodate approximately 24 vehicles if parked efficiently.
• Used year-round and are plowed in the winter.
• Information kiosks were installed in 2016.
• No trash receptacles or restrooms are provided.
• Reach or exceed their capacity on busy summer days but otherwise meet or exceed user
demand.

The Takeout

3 Designated Loading Spaces
No Parking
Disturbed Area: 6,570 sf

Museum

North Lot / Wildlife Viewing Area

Up to 11 Parking Spaces
Disturbed Area: 9,275 sf

The Beach

Up to 14 Parking Spaces
Disturbed Area: 10,405 sf

8 Parking Spaces
Disturbed Area: 7,180 sf

South Gate

23 Parking Spaces
Disturbed Area: 18,590 sf

Highway Barriers & Common Issues

Planned Alternative
Stamped Concrete Buffer

Drain Inlets

Colored Concrete Buffer

Asphalt Apron

Additional Materials
Bike Racks
OST Kiosk

Split Rail
Fencing

Gravel
Resurfacing

Crusher Fine
Trail

Wheel Stops

Paddleboard Racks

